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Beloved Family, 
 

As we enter December, I cannot express how happy and grateful I am that 
there are so many events on our church calendar. We are still not operating at 
100%, but we are definitely gaining momentum and it is lovely to see the 
church becoming more vibrant and active with each passing day. I never 
thought I would be happy to go to meetings, but I am, because they signify that 
we are busy at work, planning ways to be in fellowship with each other and of 
service to others. I hope you will find time in your schedule to join us this 
month, whether it be at the Christmas dinner, the Christmas craft fair, the holi-
day recital, book club, Bible study, choir rehearsals, or the special Christmas 
Eve service.  

But amidst these joyful occasions, I hope you also find time to reflect on the 
four themes of Advent: hope, peace, joy, and love. Perhaps you can find one 
day a week to light a candle and say a simple prayer. Here are some sugges-
tions, but definitely feel free to come up with your own! 

HOPE:  
Lord, even in the darkest of days, may I still be able to feel a flicker of hope. 

Fan that flame within me and help it to grow so bright that, should I encounter 
others who need its warmth, I may have enough to share. 

PEACE:  
Lord, may there be peace where there is conflict, harmony where there is dis-

cord, amity where there is hostility. May it begin with me. 

JOY:  
Lord, only you can lead us to true joy. Thank you for showing the way. 

LOVE:  
Lord, may every person know that they are loved by You. May they be so filled 

with love that it spills over into every action they take. May each person feel 
seen and heard and held and loved this Christmas season. 

 

Merry Christmas, everyone! 

Pastor Rachael 
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Christmas Worship  P a g e  2 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Worship  (see note below) 

Christians use the four Sundays of Advent to prepare themselves to welcome 
the coming of Jesus, both as the babe in the manger and at the end of the world 
when he will return to judge all humankind.  Into the increasing darkness, we 
light candles, adding an additional candle each week.  The days grow shorter 
and nights grow longer.  We long for the light that has come into the world and 
will not be extinguished.  We follow the naming of the candles as Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love and think each week about how to open ourselves to these gifts.  
Prepare your heart with the listed readings. 

 

December 5:   Second Sunday of Advent, Candle of Peace  
Malachi 3:1-4   The Lord is like a refining fire: God’s messenger will prepare the way.  
Luke 1:68-79   Zechariah’s song:  Blessed is the Lord God, who is come to save us. 
Philippians 1:3-11  The work that God has begun will be completed at Christ’s coming.  
Luke 3:1-6   In the wilderness, John cries out:  Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 

December 12:   Third Sunday of Advent, Candle of Joy 
Zephaniah 3:14-20  Rejoice and sing: God will redeem you and restore your fortunes.  
Isaiah 12:2-6   Surely God is my salvation; trust in the Lord and give thanks. 
Philippians 4:4-7  Rejoice in the Lord, who is near; pray and receive God’s peace. 
Luke 3:7-18   John warns of God’s wrath and proclaims the good news. 
 

December 19:   Fourth Sunday of Advent, Candle of Love 
Micah 5:2-5a  A ruler will come from Bethlehem; he will be the one of peace.  
Luke 1:46b-55  My soul magnifies the Lord, who has done great things. 
   or Psalm 80:1-17  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel; let your face shine, and save us. 
Hebrews 10:5-10  God does not desire burnt offerings; Christ came to do God’s will. 
Luke 1: 39-45 (46-55)  Mary visits Elizabeth; the child in Elizabeth’s womb leaps for joy. 
 

December 24: Christmas Eve:  The Christ Candle 

Isaiah 9:2-7   Light shines on people in darkness; a child has been born for us. 
Psalm 96   Sing a new song to the Lord, all the earth; declare God’s glory. 
Titus 2:11-14   The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  Jesus is born in Bethlehem; angels tell shepherds the good news. 
 

December 25 Christmas Day:  The Light Has Come into the World  
Isaiah 62:6-12  Salvation comes; Jerusalem is restored; the people are redeemed. 
Psalm 97  The Lord reigns over all the earth; light dawns for the righteous. 
Titus 3:4-7  We are justified by the grace of Christ, reborn in the Holy Spirit. 
Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 To you is born this day a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
 

December 26:   First Sunday of Christmas  
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 Ministering before the Lord, Samuel grows in stature and favor. 
Psalm 148  Praise the Lord, all creation!  God is exalted in heaven and earth. 
Colossians 3:12-17 As God’s chosen ones, clothe yourselves in love; be thankful. 
Luke 2:41-52  Three days after Passover, young Jesus is found in his Father’s house. 

 

 

Christmas 
Eve                             

Communion and  
Candle Lighting 

Service  
5:00 PM 

 

 

Join us as we               
celebrate the miracle     

of Christ’s birth. 
 

During this service, we will 
celebrate Communion and 

you will have the           
opportunity to light your 
own Christ Candle along 

with us. 
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Holiday Happenings 

   Angel Tree 
Plans for our traditional Angel Tree are developing.  Stay tuned—details will be available next week!. 

   Angel Box 
 

Michael Jenson will be delivering Christmas treats along with his meal on December 5.  The Stitch in Time ladies are donating 
hats and scarves they have created throughout the year, but the folks  Under the Bridge can use new socks and underwear, new 
or used coats and jackets, blankets, and almost anything else.  There is a box in the narthex and another in Fellowship Hall to 
hold your donations.        Let’s give generously! 

 All donations need to be in the boxes before worship on Sunday, December 5. 

Christmas and New Year Office Hours 
The church office will be closed December 24 & 27, for 

Christmas and January 3, for New Year’s Day.   

We pray you have a safe and blessed   

holiday as you celebrate with           

friends and family.  

   Piano Recital! 

Join us in the sanctuary 
for a piano recital that 
will include the Ebert 
girls on Saturday,        
December 4, at 11:30. 

HO HO Fun! 

Movie Party and Christmas Crafts 

Fun for all ages after worship on Sunday, 
December 19.  There will be a Christmas 
movie complete with pop-

corn as well as tables of 
Christmas crafts. Put on 

your Santa hat and join us 
for some holiday fun! 

OHPC Christmas Dinner 
Saturday, December 11 

5:30 PM 

OHPC will be hosting its annual  
Christmas on Saturday, December 11th.  
We are excited to be blessed to share a 

meal with all of our members and 
friends.  Please complete a reservation 
form and turn it in (there will be a bas-
ket in the Narthex or you can contact 
the office). The deadline to reserve 

your seat is noon on December 5th. We 
are looking forward to sharing a meal 

and spending some time together.      
By the way there is no charge for     

dinner, so please join us. 

 

 Poinsettias 
We order poinsettias to decorate 
the sanctuary each year.  If you 

would help us by purchasing one 
or more, please make checks pay-

able to “OHPC” and mark “poinsettias” in the 
memo line.  The plants are $10 each.  You can 

either mail your check or drop it off at the 
church office now or when you pick up your 
poinsettia the week after Christmas. Any re-

maining plants will be donated. 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

We are now planning for the 2022 budget year.  You 
should have received your stewardship letter and 
pledge card.  Please complete the card and return it to 
the church so that we can plan church finances for 
next year.   

Even though we have been careful with our 
expenditures, 2021 will probably end with a deficit 
and we will have to dip into our reserves.  With the 
pledges from our congregation, the Session will do 
their best to prepare a balanced 2022 budget.  

Again, we thank everyone who has 
contributed and Merry Christmas! 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 After reviewing COVID protocols, Session agreed to 

make mask-wearing optional. We will also resume 
passing the offering plate, but maintain the current 
Communion procedures 

 Session agreed to rent a suite of offices on the ad-
ministrative wing to  Refugee Services of Texas.  The 
Mission and Outreach Committee will look into 
ways to assist them in their mission.  (More on p. 8) 

 The Buildings and Grounds Committee will coordi-
nate with the International School of San Antonio 
regarding placement of a sign they have requested 
to place along Callaghan Road. 

 The annual Christmas dinner will be held Dec. 11. 
 Fellowship Hour after worship will resume the first 

Sunday of each month, beginning in January. 
 

Wishing a very Merry Christmas to one and all! 
 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

BOOK CLUB 
Join us at 11 AM on Thursday, December 16 

for a discussion of  
A Man Called Ove, by Fredrik Bachman 

 
 January 20 The Girl with the Louding Voice, by Abi Daré 

 February 17 The Last Thing He Told Me, by Laura Dave 

 March 17 Camino Island, by John Grisham 

 April 21  Killing Jesus, by Bill O’Reilly 

 May 19  The World Played Chess, by Robert Dugoni 

Due to the 
holidays, 
Bible 
study 
dates have 
changed.  

We will meet at 5 
PM on December 1 
and 8, then resume 
our regular schedule 
in January. 

 

Bible Study & Book Club 
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&  

Jack’s 

Christmas 

Luncheon 

 

Applauding our Choir 
 

Our wonderful choir has returned to duty, and the choir has resumed its Wednesday evening choir rehearsals.  We 
have lost a few members, but it is hoped that most of these absences are temporary as the pandemic resolves.  If 
you’ve ever thought about joining our ranks, we would be delighted to have you join us. 
 
Having not presented service music for nearly 18 months, I am leading our choir in a deliberate and non-pressured 
way as we become re-accustomed to our vital role in the worship of the church.  Right now, we are working on re-
fining many of the fine anthems in our performance repertoire, but we are also learning new music, as well as new 
arrangements of familiar tunes. 
 
Most OHPC members have no idea of how extensive our music library is.  By the late 1970’s, the congregation’s 
first musician, Elaine King, had acquired quite a volume of music that has been presented over the years.  Mrs. 
King’s pioneering efforts were built upon by John Lile during his remarkable music ministry spanning 38 years.  
Mr. Lile added hundreds of titles to our holdings, all of which are immaculately catalogued and preserved.  Within 
this vast library, our fine little choir has about 50-60 anthems ready to go in its active repertoire.  Most of these 
pieces require just a brief warm-up for the singers to refresh their memories and know their lines. 
 
The choir is ever grateful for everyone’s support and encouragement.  If you think of it, tell a choir member from 
time to time how valued their work is to the life of the church.  So good to be of service! 
 
Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choir Director 

MEMBERSHIP—Let’s Get To Know One Another Better 
This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting our newest 
member, Orion Steed. Orion was born in Roswell, New Mexico. The 
family moved to Midland, Texas where they graduated from Robert E. 
Lee High School. Following high school, Orion went to college in 
Lubbock, and graduated with a degree in Visual Studies (Art Educa-
tion). They have 2 younger sisters; one is a nurse and the other has just 
started college. Their parents live in Midland. 

Orion teaches art to elementary school children (K-5th grade) in the 
San Antonio School District. This is their 2nd year of teaching.  

Orion said they’re a bit of an introvert but enjoys reading, music, play-
ing with their cats and of course art. We are so pleased to have a new 
choir member! 

When asked what led Orion to Oak Hills, they said that the church is 
very close to home, so they started here when visiting new churches. 
Orion was brought up in the Baptist Church but found that the Presby-
terian theology was a better fit. 

When asked if there was anything they wish the congregation to know 
about them, they said they prefer the use of the pronouns “They”, 
“Them” and “Their”.  

Welcome Orion! 

Membership 



Heritage Sunday 
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Drum lessons 

Concert in the Courtyard 
 

Followed by                          
a soup and salad lunch for 55! 

The Pipers 

Procession 



Trunk or Treat! P a g e  7 

Costumes! 

Crafts 
and 

Games! 

Great fun 
for young 
and old 
alike! 

CA, of 
course! 



Sharing our Space 

We are wrapping up our first semes-
ter at our new home in Oak Hills 
Presbetyrian Church! The holiday 
season is upon us and the calendar 
year will be over in a flash! We will 

be celebrating Christmas this year (or as we 
say at the International School of San Anto-
nio, Noël and Navidad) on December 11, 
from 11 AM to 1 PM. We will explore the 
Christmas traditions of France and Chile and 
light our Christmas tree. We invite our 
friends from OHPC to join us to celebrate the 
season and learn about different cultures. 
RSVP via our website 
 https://issatx.com/event/navidad-noel-
christmas-traditions/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning in December, we will be sharing our administrative wing with Refugee Services of Tex-
as, the state’s largest social service agency, providing assistance to refugees, asylees, survivors of 
human trafficking, and other displaced persons.  For 40 years, the organization has supported these 
folks in integrating and thriving in their new communities.  To provide employment assistance, ini-
tial housing, household goods and furnishings, case management, resources, referrals, education, 
and guidance to assist in establishing self-sufficient lives in Texas, RST works in partnership with 
volunteers, faith-based communities, social service groups, and businesses.  

Texas is the leading state for refugee resettlement in the United States, with RST serving about 40% 
of all refugees arriving in Texas.   Last year, the organization served about 800 individual, and the 
program is expanding.  These folks are screened, granted permission to resettle, and assigned to 
RST by the US Department of State.  This refugee resettlement program is one of the most success-
ful in the United States.  85% become self-sufficient within 180 days of their arrival, and most ap-
ply for citizenship after five years. 

RST currently has centers in Amarillo, Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin, Houston, and the Rio Grande 
Valley.  24% of the staff are former refugees, asylees, or Special Immigrant Visa holders (Iraqis and 
Afghans who assisted the United States).  Across the state, staff are proficient in over 30 languages. 

  Our Mission and Outreach Committee is already making plans to see                       
what we might do to assist their endeavors! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          

  

 1 
5 pm 

Bible study 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

2  12:30 Bridge 
 

 

 

 

3 
 

4 
11:30 am Recital—

Ebert girls 

1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

5 
 

10:30 am Worship 

4-6 pm Guide Dogs 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
5 pm 

Bible study 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

9   12:30 Bridge 10 
 

11 
 

 
 
5:30 pm Christmas 
Dinner 

12 
 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Session 

meeting 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

16   11 am 

Book Club 

 

1 pm  

Bridge 

17 
 

18 
1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

19   

 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Christmas 
crafts and movie 

4-6 pm Guide Dogs 

20     
 

 

21 
 
 

 

22 
7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 
 

 

23  12:30 Bridge  
 

24 
Office  

closed 

5 pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 
 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 

26  
10:30 am Worship 

27 
Office closed 

28 
Pastor Rachael on  

vacation  

29 
Pastor Rachael on  

vacation  

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

30  

Pastor Rachael on  

vacation  

31  Pastor 
Rachael on  

vacation  

 

December 2021 

 
 

   Birthday blessings to: 
    12/08 Loretta Hodde 

    12/09 Shantal Moto 

    12/09 Emmanuella  Yaje Mabo 

    12/13  Jose Lopez 

    12/13  Fadima Njifouota 

    12/16  Sheila Kima 

    12/27  Chris Huntley 

  

12/28  Ndengang Amanwi 

12/30 Sandra Goad 
 
 
 

 
Happy Anniversary to: 
12/07 Jennifer & Buddy Myers 

12/28  Syvie & Elis Bache 

12/31  Marra & Bryan Clifton 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+dinner+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=christmas+dinner+clipart&id=46AC5B7D71F81AF5F9D58EFA13CEB24FD4B291EC&selectedIndex=2&ccid=jAuyiBW%2f&simid=608002417392878976&thid=OIP.M8c0bb28815bf6a60f58d5073cdf8e75bo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=new+year%27s+day+closed+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=new+year%27s+day+closed+clip+art&id=2D6DB4E445F7EBAB94D4E85B2AA4D0FDB952AC2D&selectedIndex=0&ccid=gUtRqMJH&simid=608052767278433516&thid=OIP.M814b51a8c247e1e29cd12b91
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=christmas+clipart&id=BF7F2D305C68FD1A72375EF6E54D72AC2310E457&selectedIndex=14&ccid=tC28kpU2&simid=608017351435751202&thid=OIP.Mb42dbc92953660e1e3ef69b09b558f0bH0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


