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Beloved Family, 
 

The Season of Advent is upon us. Advent is a time of waiting, a time of holy expec-

tation. Unlike the typical New Year’s Day of January 1st, our Christian New Year has 

already begun. Considering what 2020 has been like, I am personally quite happy to 

begin a new year as soon as possible. I am grateful that our fresh start can begin now. 

As we journey through Advent, I invite you to take each week’s theme and consider 

both how it may apply to the year that has passed, as well as to the year ahead.  
 

Hope (Week 1): How has God kept fanning your  flame of hope (however  small 

or large) this year? What do you think God is calling you to be hopeful for in the fu-

ture? 

Peace (Week 2): What moments of peace have you felt this year? How might 

God be calling you to be an angel of peace for others? 

Joy (Week 3): What joy has God brought to you this year? How might you 

share joy with the world in the coming year? 

Love (Week 4): In what ways have you felt God’s love this year…was it in nature? 

From others? In prayer? Through music? And how may you be an instrument of 

God’s love in the year ahead? 

Adore (Chr istmas Day): In what ways have you shown God that you adore 

God’s Son and all of God’s creation? How may you show that adoration in the fu-

ture? 
 

This year has been full of loss, disappointment, frustration, and sadness. But through 

it all, I have been so inspired by the ways the OHPC family has offered hope, 

brought peace, spread joy, and shared love. And we have had the strength to do all 

this because of God, who sent Jesus to be with us. O Come, let us adore Him.  

 

With love, 
 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Virtual Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Virtual Worship  (see note below) 

Christians use the four Sundays of Advent to prepare themselves to wel-
come the coming of Jesus, both as the babe in the manger and at the end 
of the world when he will return to judge all humankind.  Into the increas-
ing darkness, we light candles, adding an additional candle each week.  The 
days grow shorter and nights grow longer.  We long for the light that has 
come into the world and will not be extinguished.  We follow the naming 
of the candles as Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love and think each week about 
how to open ourselves to these gifts.  Prepare your heart with the listed 
readings. 
 
 

December 6:   Second Sunday of Advent, Candle of Peace  
Isaiah 40:1-11   Comfort my people; a voice cries:  prepare the way of the Lord!  
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13    God will speak peace; faithfulness and righteousness will meet.  
2 Peter 3:8-15a   God is patient with us, but the day of the Lord is coming.  
Mark 1:1-8   In the wilderness, John baptizes and proclaims the one to come. 

 
December 13:   Third Sunday of Advent, Candle of Joy 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  The spirit of the Lord is upon me; I will rejoice in my Savior.  
Psalm 126   When the Lord restored our fortunes, we shouted with joy. 
   or   Luke 1:46b-55 My soul magnifies the Lord, who has done great things. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Rejoice, pray, give thanks; may God keep you until Christ’s coming. 
John 1:6-8, 19-28  John came to testify to the light, so that all might believe. 
 

December 20:   Fourth Sunday of Advent, Candle of Love 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  The Lord will build a house for David and his descendants.  
Luke 1:46b-55  My soul magnifies the Lord, who has done great things. 
   or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 I will sing of God’s steadfast love and faithfulness to David.  
Romans 16:25-27  Glory to God for the mystery now revealed to all peoples! 
Luke 1: 26-38   The angel Gabriel appears to Mary; her child will be God’s Son. 

 
December 24: Christmas Eve:  The Light Has Come into the World  
Isaiah 9:2-7   Light shines on people in darkness; a child has been born for us. 
Psalm 96   Sing a new song to the Lord, all the earth; declare God’s glory. 
Titus 2:11-14   The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  Jesus is born in Bethlehem; angels tell shepherds the good news. 
 

December 27:   First Sunday of Christmas  
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 The Lord will give you a new name; you will be a crown of beauty. 
Psalm 148  Praise the Lord, all creation!  God is exalted in heaven and earth. 
Galations 4:4-7  Through the Son and the Spirit, we may call God Abba, Father. 
Luke 2:22-40  Jesus is presented in the temple; Simeon and Anna rejoice. 

 

 

Christmas 
Eve                             

Communion and  
Candle Lighting 

Service  
 

 

Join us as we               
celebrate the miracle     

of Christ’s birth. 
 

During this service, we will 
celebrate Communion and 

you will have the           
opportunity to light your 
own Christ Candle along 

with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The prerecorded service will be 
posted at 3:00 PM so that you 

can participate at whatever 
time works best for your family. 



P a g e  3 

     

Holiday Happenings 

Angel Tree 
 

Once again, Oak Hills Presbyterian Church has the opportunity to open our hearts and share our bounty 
with those in need.  This year’s Angel Tree Project will help the boys and girls at Presbyterian Children’s 
Home and Services.  As with so much this year, the Angel Tree will be a bit different.  Instead of picking a 
name from an actual tree, contact Ken Maynard to select a child.  You can either purchase the gift(s) and 
drop them, unwrapped, at the church, or you can order on-line and have everything shipped directly to 
the local PCHAS Development Officer.                

Ken’s contact information:  (210) 445-3895 or stagsa@gmail.com 
 

Monday, December 7 is the due date for all Angel gifts.   
 

 

 Poinsettias 
We order poinsettias to decorate 
the sanctuary each year.  If you 
would help us by purchasing one or more, please 
make checks payable to “OHPC” and mark 
“poinsettias” in the memo line.  The plants are 
$12 each.  You can either mail your check or drop 
it off at the church office now or when you pick 
up your poinsettia the week after Christmas.  Any 
remaining plants will be donated. 

Christmas and New Year Office Hours 
The church office will be closed December 24 & 25  

for Christmas and January 1, for New Year’s Day.   
 

We pray you have a safe and blessed 

holiday as you celebrate remotely 

with friends and family.  

BOOK CLUB 
Join us at 11 AM on Thursday,  

December 3, as we share our favorite 
Christmas stories, books, and poems! 

 
Through our sharing, you may find inspiration for the 

up-coming holidays or a new Christmas favorite. 
 
 Come January 7, 2021, we will return to    
 our regular discussion format with: 
  

 A Woman Makes a Plan 
      by Maye Musk  

Our current Bible Study, The Things 
that Make for Peace, will continue by 
Zoom for two more weeks—
December 2 and 16. 

 

Watch for a new study 

to be announced in January! 

Bible Study & Book Club 
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FINANCIAL NEW$

 
P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

With all of the unknowns and stress of this year we 
look to 2021 with hope.  We have much to look for-
ward to.  The season will be different, but Christ-
mas will come, and OHPC will continue to serve 
our people.  We have found new ways to worship 
and serve God as we plan for the future.  Financial-
ly we will end 2020 in fair shape in spite of every-
thing.  Thanks go to our faithful and generous con-
gregation. 

We are now planning for the new year.  You should 
have received your stewardship letter and pledge 
card.  Please complete the card and return it to the 
church so that we can plan church finances for next 
year.  Thank you,  and Merry Christmas! 

SESSION NOTES 
 

 No neighborhood kids showed up for trunk or treat, 
but the church children (and adults) who did come 
had a great time.   

 We collected a plethora of items for the Mabo and 
Young babies, which were delivered in mid-
November.  Both families were delighted with the 
gifts. 

 The personnel committee is still interviewing appli-
cants for the custodial position. 

 Robert and Ann Stull were able to run the Ethernet 
cable into the sanctuary successfully, so our connec-
tion for virtual services should be stable.  

 Pastor Rachael will look for an Advent activity for 
families with children and will recruit families for 
lighting the Advent wreath each week. 

 

Wishing a very Merry Christmas to one and all! 
 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

 

 Dear members  
       Claris and I are extremely happy and proud to be part of Oak Hills Presbyterian Church. The love, sup-
port, care and blessings shown to us during our sad moments of last year, during the scary period of this 
year (coronavirus) and during her pregnancy is incredible. We are blessed to belong to such a beautiful 
community. Thanks a million for all the prayers and love.  Psalm 94:18-19 states “ When I said my foot is 
slipping, your love oh lord supported me. When anxiety was great within me your consolation brought joy 
to my soul.” We are thankful for the all the support, inspirational words from gift cards, encouraging phone 
calls and beautiful gifts. We can already say, Baby Dylan is blessed to be part of Oak Hills Presbyterian 
Church. Words can’t explain the joy we have. Thanks so much.  
         Claris and Placide 

Naomi Young 

and 

Dylan Mabo 

both made their entrances 
on Friday, November 27, 
2020.  And they are both   

super-cute! We congratulate 
their families and welcome 

them to the Oak Hills      
Presbyterian Church family. 
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&  

Jack’s 

Christmas 

Luncheon 

 

E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come! 
 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come,  

And night shall be no more;  

They need no light nor lamp nor sun,  

For Christ will be their All! 

 
Dr. Paul Otto Manz (May 10, 1919 – October 28, 2009), was a beloved American composer for choir and or-

gan, serving the Lutheran Church with distinction and great acclaim.  His most famous choral work is the 

Advent motet "E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come", which John Lile taught to the OHPC choir in the 1980’s.  

This piece has been a favorite and staple of our choir’s repertoire since then. 

 

Notwithstanding its fame as an Advent composition, "E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come" had  

non-Advent origins.  Paul and Ruth Manz composed the piece in 1953 when their three-year-old son was crit-

ically ill.  Reflecting on that ordeal, Ruth reported, "I think we'd reached the point where we felt that time 

was certainly running out, so we committed it to the Lord and said, 'Lord Jesus quickly come'."  As such, 

Ruth prepared a text for her husband drawn from Chapter 22 of the Book of Revelation.  While at their tiny 

son's bedside, Paul Manz drafted this great composition.  Their little boy did recover, which the Manz’s at-

tributed to the power of prayer. 

 

OHPC is ever blessed by John Lile’s unmatched 38 years of service as we marked the third anniversary of 

his death on November 20th.  John filled with emotion each time the choir presented “E’en So.” Although our 

loyal choir remains on hiatus due to the pandemic, our indomitable Ann Stull will offer “E’en So” as a solo 

anthem on December 6th, the Second Sunday of Advent.   

 

May you be moved in like manner in this beautiful season of preparation, Advent. 

 

Greg Nussel, Organist & Choirmaster 

Greatest Carols of All Time 
Check out the full list from Classic FM, complete with links to hear each piece at 

https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/occasions/christmas/nations-top-30-christmas-carols/ 

1. Oh Holy Night    One of our best-loved carols came into being in 1847, when the local parish in southern France asked 
wine seller Placide Cappeau to write a festive poem in 1847 to celebrate the church organ’s renovation. Cappeau felt it 
should be accompanied by music, so approached his friend Adolphe Charles Adams. Adams’ text reflects on the birth of 
Jesus and of humanity’s redemption.  

2. Silent Night   ‘Stille Nacht’ was originally composed in 1818 by Franz Xaver Gruber with lyrics by Joseph Mohr, and 
was translated to English in 1859. During the Christmas truce of 1914 during World War I, the carol was sung simulta-
neously by English and German troops.  This incident is featured in the Christmas musical, All is Calm, which has been 
performed for several years here in San Antonio at the Public Theater. 

3. In the Bleak Mid-Winter   English poet Christina Rossetti composed this piece sometime before 1872 in response to a 
magazine request for a Christmas poem. The poem became recognized as a carol after it appeared in The English Hym-
nal in 1906, with music by Gustav Holst.  It is performed every year at Christmas by the choir of King’s College, Cam-
bridge, using the Harold Edward Darke setting. 

4. Hark the Herald Angels Sing   This most recognizable and popular carol was written by Charles Wesley and set to a 
tune by Mendelssohn.   

5. O Come, O Come Emmanuel    It is unclear who first wrote the music or lyrics to this hymn. Possible candidates include 
King John IV of Portugal and John Francis Wade, while composers Handel and Gluck have been suggested as the brains 
behind the melody.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E%27en_So,_Lord_Jesus,_Quickly_Come
https://classicfm.com/composers/holst
https://classicfm.com/composers/mendelssohn
https://classicfm.com/composers/handel
https://classicfm.com/composers/gluck
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Birthday Offering 
 

           The “Birthday Offering” allows us to contribute      
a monetary gift in honor of someone’s birthday,        

including our own. Presbyterian Children’s Home—SA 
Campus will receive our 4th Quarter offering.  Indi-
cate on your check or envelope “birthday offering”.  
Postcards are available in the narthex to mail if you 
would like to inform the recipient of  your donation. 

“For it is in giving that 

we receive.” 

St. Francis of Assisi 

MEMBERSHIP—Let’s Get To Know Each Other Better 
This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting one of our current Session 
Elders- Barry Stevens. 

Barry was born “at a young age” (according to Barry) in Oklahoma City. His father 
worked for a Seismograph Company, so they moved around a bit until settling in San 
Antonio and lived in the small community of Boldtville.  There Barry attended a two-
room schoolhouse until he went to high school at East Central High. He and his fami-
ly were active members of the Boldtville Presbyterian Church, and Barry became one 
of their youngest deacons.  

He attended San Antonio College after graduating and then went to work for the rail-
road. After several years, he returned to college and was able to finish his marketing 
degree at St. Mary’s College. He was offered a job in management for the railroad 
and worked in Kansas City for a while. He decided he did not want to move his fami-
ly around, which his management job would require, and moved back to Texas to work as a conductor. 

He was offered an opportunity to work at Matera Paper Company in San Antonio, where he became a part owner and 
worked there for 48 years. 

Barry is now retired. He has 2 sons and a daughter, 8 grandchildren and 5 step-grandchildren. He is looking forward to 
becoming a Great-grandparent for the first time in April. 

Barry has been a member of Oak Hills for about 35 years and is now serving on the session for the 4th time. He re-
mains active in the community as a commissioner for the Bexar County Emergency Services District and serves on the 
Foundation for East Central High School. The foundation helps raise money for projects that are not part of the regular 
school budget. As an example, they have helped provide home laptops and wi-fi hotspots for remote learning during 
this pandemic. 

Barry loves to golf, fish and be outdoors.  

When we are able to worship again in person, I am sure Barry will be there to welcome everyone with his big smile 
and a few jokes. 

2021 is around the corner...   

Think about joining an 

OHPC Committee! 
 

OHPC is blessed with many servants who give of their 
time and talents to keep the church running smoothly.  
Call the church office for a listing of the committees—

there is something for everyone. 

Did you know there is a resource table in the hallway by 
the office?  You may drop off old eyeglasses, donate 
used stamps and Box Tops for Education.  Check out 
the LOST and FOUND basket or choose a maga-
zine to take home and read. Currently, many have donat-
ed Christmas cards—write a sweet note to someone this 

season, they will be surely blessed! 
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Merry Christmas! 
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   Birthday blessings to: 
    12/05 Joy Eckbreth 

    12/06 Brandy Vickers 

    12/08 Loretta Hodde 

    12/09 Shantal Moto 

    12/09 Emmanuella Yaje Mabo 

    12/13  Jose Lopez 

    12/13  Fadima Njifouota 

    12/16  Sheila Kima 

 

12/27  Chris Huntley 

12/28  Ndengang Amanwi 

12/28 Alyssa Jenson 

12/30 Sandra Goad 

 

 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 
12/07 Jennifer & Buddy Myers 

12/28  Syvie & Elis Bache 

12/31  Marra & Bryan Clifton 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=new+year%27s+day+closed+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=new+year%27s+day+closed+clip+art&id=2D6DB4E445F7EBAB94D4E85B2AA4D0FDB952AC2D&selectedIndex=0&ccid=gUtRqMJH&simid=608052767278433516&thid=OIP.M814b51a8c247e1e29cd12b91
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=christmas+clipart&id=BF7F2D305C68FD1A72375EF6E54D72AC2310E457&selectedIndex=14&ccid=tC28kpU2&simid=608017351435751202&thid=OIP.Mb42dbc92953660e1e3ef69b09b558f0bH0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


