
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y     

 

Beloved Family, 
 

Advent is upon us, and I am greatly looking forward to celebrating my first 

Christmas at Oak Hills! Advent is a time to look forward to the arrival of Jesus, 

but also a time to look back upon the year, and all it has brought us. Some find 

this time of year delightful, and some are burdened by it. If you are one who 

relishes this season, I pray that your December is especially joyful and that 

you find time to pause every now and then to simply take it all in. If you are 

one for whom this season is difficult, I pray that you find ways to honor your 

feelings, and that you know you are not alone. I pray that we all, at least once, 

have a moment when the magnitude of Jesus’ birth truly hits us. It is              

incredible:  we are so loved that God had to become incarnate among us.    

The beauty of that gift moves me every time I hear the song O Holy Night: 

 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,   

It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

'Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 

O night divine, O night, O night Divine… 

Browse Christmas Books 

May each of you feel a thrill of hope and the worth of your soul this           

Christmas. 

 

With love, 
 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Worship, 7 p.m. 
Christians use the four Sundays of Advent to prepare themselves to 
welcome the coming of Jesus, both as the babe in the manger and at 
the end of the world when he will return to judge all humankind.  Into 
the increasing darkness, we light candles, adding an additional candle 
each week.  The days grow shorter and nights grow longer.  We long 
for the light that has come into the world and will not be                    
extinguished.  We follow the naming of the candles as Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love and think each week about how to open ourselves to 
these gifts.  Prepare your heart with the listed readings. 
 

December 1:  Candle of Hope   
Isaiah 2:1–5   Turn swords into plowshares; walk in the light of the Lord.  
Psalm 122   I was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”  
Romans 13:11–14   Salvation is near: wake up; live honorably; put on Jesus Christ.  
Matthew 24:36–44   The Lord is coming; keep awake; no one knows the day or hour. 
 

December 8:  Candle of Peace 
Isaiah 11:1–10   From Jesse’s root, a child will come with the spirit of the Lord.   
Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19   May the king rule with righteousness and defend the poor.  
Romans 15:4–13   Trust God’s promises in Scripture; rejoice and live in hope.  
Matthew 3:1–12   John calls for repentance: prepare the way of the Lord. 
 

December 15:  Candle of Joy  
Isaiah 35:1–10   The desert will blossom; God’s people will return with joy.   
Psalm 146:5–10   The maker of heaven and earth gives justice and reigns forever.  
Luke 1:46–55   Mary rejoices in God, who helps the poor and lifts up the lowly.  
James 5:7–10   Be patient; have courage; the coming of the Lord is near.  
Matthew 11:2–11   Jesus praises John, the messenger who has prepared the way.  
 

December 22:  Candle of Love 
Isaiah 7:10–16   The young woman will bear a child and name him Immanuel.  
Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19   Restore us, O God; let your face shine, and save us.  
Romans 1:1–7   Paul greets the saints in Rome; Jesus is the promised Son of God.  
Matthew 1:18–25   Mary is with child; an angel visits Joseph; Jesus is “God with us.” 
 

December 24, Christmas Eve:  The Light Has Come into the World   
Isaiah 9:2–7  Light shines on people in darkness; a child has been born for us.  
Psalm 96  Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
Luke 2:1–14 (15-20)  Jesus is born in Bethlehem; angels tell shepherds the Good News.  
 

December 29:  First Sunday of Christmas - Service of Christmas Lessons and Carols 
This is a traditional service telling of the gift God has given us in Jesus Christ.  It has no sermon, per se, but is a reading of the 
story, interspersed with hymns.  

 

 

Christmas Eve                             
Candlelight and        

Communion  
Service 7 p.m. 

 

 

Join us as we celebrate the        
miracle of Christ’s birth through 
this service of lessons and carols.   

 

During this service, you will have the 
opportunity to contribute to our     

denomination’s Christmas Joy        
Offering.  This offering provides       

financial assistance for retired church 
workers and their families.   
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Holiday Happenings 

6:00 p.m. Reception 
Appetizers 

Wine 

 

 

6:30 p.m. Dinner 

Salad 
Christmas Ham 
Sweet Potatoes 

Green Beans 
Baked Alaska 

   OHPC Christmas Dinner 
Saturday,  December 7 

Make your reservation today!  
$15 Adults; $5 Kids ages 5-12; Under 5 are free! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Dinner reservations may be made on Sundays or call the 

office, 210-342-0271.  Make checks payable to OHPC 
with Christmas Dinner on the memo line.  

ENTERTAINMENT TOO! 
Music entertainment will be provided by               

Greg Nussel at the Egger Yamaha Theater Organ. 
 

Also, you won’t want to miss an 
abbreviated version of “The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas” 

featuring The Oak Hills Players!  
Come and see how successful 

the Grinch is in sabotaging 
Christmas in Whoville!  

 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 2019 

“Seekers of the Light” 
 

Sunday, December 15 

 10:30 a.m. 
 

The world was lost in darkness. Roman oppression 

weighed heavily, and God’s people were awaiting a   

Messiah. There were astrologers and other “seekers of 

the Light” - Mary and Joseph, simple shepherds in a 

field, and the prophets. In this environment, the Light of 

the World was born. Follow the respective journeys of 

these “seekers of the light” to learn what we can from 

their sojourns. Our choir is diligently working on this    

delightful cantata, which will be presented in worship on 

Sunday, December 15.  Do not miss this meaningful and 

spiritual precursor to the beauty of Christmas.   

And, thank God for our dedicated choir. 

Angel Tree 
 

Join the Outreach and Social Concerns Committee in playing an             
extremely important in this year’s Angel Tree Project.  Currently, Bexar 
County has over 2,000 children are in foster care.  Without your help,  
Santa will forget many of these children. 
 

Our church has 25 angels representing children ages 12 and under.     
The angels on the tree will have a child’s name, age, and a suggested “wish list.”          
A suggested maximum donation amount to spend on each child is $25.  Our $25 limit 
doesn’t cover some of those “wishes”, but a gift card to Wal-Mart, Target, or Best Buy 
will be greatly appreciated.  Please return the gift wrapped with the angel taped or 
tied to the outside of the gift.  Remember, this may be the only gift these children    
receive.  
 

December 8 is the due date for all Angel gifts.  Please call Carolyn Livesay at             
210-685-6554 with any questions.  Thanks so much for your generosity. 

 

Christmas Eve Poinsettias 
We order poinsettias to decorate the           
sanctuary each year.  If you would help us 
by purchasing one or more, please make checks payable to 
“OHPC” and mark “poinsettias” in the memo line.  The 
plants are $12 each.  You can either place your check in the 
offering plate or drop it off at the church office by              
December 15.  You may take your poinsettia home after 
the service.  Remaining plants will be donated.   

Advent Fair 

 

 

 
As we prepare for         

Christmas, children and 

adults alike are invited to 

create a variety of          

decorations at the Advent 

Fair.  Join us after             

Fellowship Hour on Sunday, 

December 1, for a time of 

additional fun and             

fellowship. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=christmas+clipart&id=BF7F2D305C68FD1A72375EF6E54D72AC2310E457&selectedIndex=14&ccid=tC28kpU2&simid=608017351435751202&thid=OIP.Mb42dbc92953660e1e3ef69b09b558f0bH0
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

As 2019 draws to a close, we look to the beginning of the  
Church year, The Christmas Season.  We are a blessed people 
to be able to celebrate the birth of our Savior and the hope 
and joy of the season.  This year, OHPC incurred unusual and 
expensive expenses as I have listed in previous letters.  Just as 
the wise men brought gifts, I am hopeful you will put the 
Church on your gift list too.  Thank you to all who support the 
work and mission of OHPC. 

A Blessed and Joyous Christmas to you all, 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 

• A local Girl Scout troop will be meeting in Fellowship 

Hall the second and fourth Saturdays from 3-5 pm.  

They are offering to help with any community        

projects we undertake. 

 

• Carmel Puente, director of Our Little Hopes and 

Dreams daycare has invited congregation members 

to attend their Thanksgiving luncheon on                 

November 22 as well as their Christmas program in 

the sanctuary on December 13.   

 

• There will be a box in the narthex for donation of 

non-perishable items to the daycare’s Thanksgiving 

baskets for needy families. 

 

• Pastor Rachael is arranging training for the Elders in 

the use of the new defibrillator that has recently 

been installed. 

 

• The congregation is invited to be an angel by buying 

a gift for a needy child posted on the Angel Tree in 

the Narthex. 
 

 Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Bible Study & Congregational News 

SUNDAY MORNING                                   
INTERGENERATIONAL EDUCATION  

  

9:15 a.m., in the Blue Room  

Our class will be viewing the Great Courses DVD 
series on Great Figures of the New Testament.  
Discussion will follow.  Betty Sneed serves as 
moderator and discussion leader. 

Please note this class welcomes older children, 
teens and adults.  You are never too young or 

too old to learn! 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH             

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

    Bless and be blessed by being a Children’s 
Church Volunteer!  Our immediate need is for 

December 8, but the new year is swiftly             
approaching!  Curriculum and materials are     
provided.  For more information, please see         

Pastor Rachael or Heather Ebert.   

 
Sign-up sheet is on the church bulletin board. 

 

 

 
 

Confirmation Class  

Upcoming class meeting dates: 

December 1 & 15 

January 5 

RING OUR CHIMES 
The project to add tubular chimes to our great John Lile         
Memorial Organ has made progress.  Three weeks ago, FedEx 
delivered a 140 lb. crate containing the 21-note chime set,    
salvaged from a closed church in Michigan.  Our organ          
technicians conducted a site visit to ensure proper engineering 
for hooking up the chimes to the organ console, and the organ 
tech also ordered the ancillary components to regulate and 
actuate each of the 21 notes.  The formal installation will begin 
in early December, hopefully concluding well before             
Christmas.  Stay tuned (pun intended) for when the chimes 
toll!  Indeed, for they toll for thee! 

Greg Nussel, Music Director and Organist 
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Ho, Ho, Ho 
 Save the Date! 

 

 

Tuesday 
December 10 

Noon 
 

It’s time for our Christmas Luncheon at Jack’s, where 
everyone always has a good time!  The suggested         
contribution is $15, and ALL proceeds go to help the 
church budget.  This began as an XYZ activity, but is now 
open to all.  Space is limited so reserve your seat by   
signing up on the church bulletin board or call the church 
office.  Get creative on your White Elephant gift, relax 
and enjoy the fellowship.  Sign up early to join the fun! 

&  

Jack’s 

Christmas 

Luncheon 

Our Little Hopes & Dreams 
Christian Learning Center 

 
 

 
 

All church members are encouraged to come and celebrate the season with 
the families served by the preschool.  We are blessed by having this Christian 

learning center located within our church that serves our community. 

 

BOOK CLUB 
 

Join us in the Blue Room on the 1st Tuesday of the 
month at 11:15 a.m., for interesting book discussion.  
The more the merrier!  Bring a brown bag lunch or 
snack if you want.   
 

  December 3   The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 

  January 7      The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
   

 

“I find television very educating. Every 
time somebody turns on the set, I go 

into the other room and read a book.” 
– Groucho Marx  

Christmas Program  
Friday, December 13 at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

During this holiday season there is so much for all of 

us to be thankful for. A roof over our heads, food 

when we are hungry, and clothes to keep us warm. 

For many, these basic needs are hard to come by or 

in some cases, pretty much nonexistent. It’s been a 

privilege these past seven years to help feed and 

clothe many of our homeless here in San Antonio.       

I wanted to express my heartfelt appreciation for 

these fine ladies who have worked tirelessly all year 

long to knit the most beautiful scarves, hats, gloves, 

and blankets. Their labor of love reminds the       

homeless that people do care.  Bette Kleitches,      

Debbie Kleitches, Joan Williams, Anne Speights,       

Lori Vickers and Julie Schneider have given countless 

hours of their time knitting much-needed clothing 

items for the homeless. I can assure you when they 

are distributed during our next outreach meal, they 

will be well-received and many memorable smiles 

will follow. Thank you again ladies for the love you 

have put into every single “stitch”. God bless you all. 

Michael Jenson 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+kid+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=christmas+kid+clip+art&id=309C41B6518502FADE6D99BED7F66A06A2063BA5&selectedIndex=15&ccid=0nD51tEi&simid=607996198737807919&thid=OIP.Md270f9d6d122d8bef2f0722436b70d95o0
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Birthday Offering 
 

           The “Birthday Offering” allows us to contribute      
a monetary gift in honor of someone’s birthday,        

including our own. Presbyterian Children’s Home—
SA Campus will receive our 4th Quarter offering.     

Indicate on your check or envelope “birthday         
offering”.  Postcards are available in the narthex to 

mail if you would like to inform the recipient of       
your donation. 

“For it is in giving that 

we receive.” 

St. Francis of Assisi 

NEW BIBLE STUDY COMING! 
 

Love Carved in Stone, the Horizons Bible study of the 

Ten Commandments will begin Wednesday,                 

January 15.  We will meet the first and third        

Wednesday each month through May, from 6-7 pm. 

Study guides will be provided. If you are interested and 

have not already done so, please contact                     

Donna Amonett at 210-467-5051 or the office.   

MEMBERSHIP—Let’s Get To Know Each Other Better 
This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting our newest member, Ethel Tero. 
 

Ethel is from New Orleans, Louisiana, and moved to San Antonio with her husband following        
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Her husband passed away three years ago. She has two sons and 
two grandchildren who still live in Louisiana. (Her son Titus is an EMT who is featured on the 
TV show, Night Watch). 
 

She is retired now but has held many jobs in the past. She was one of the first African     
Americans to work for the telephone company in New Orleans. She also has training as a 
paralegal. 
 

When she moved to San Antonio, she worked for QVC for several years. She met her friend 
and Oak Hills member, Barbara Clevenstine, while working at Dress for Success. She has also 
worked with Barbara at In Home Services, a home healthcare agency.   
 

Ethel served for many years at a battered women’s shelter. She also volunteered her time working with parents and 
students who were at high risk for dropping out of school. 
 

Ethel is enjoying her retirement. She calls herself a “jokester”. She loves word games, especially Scrabble. She even 
suggested starting a game night at the church. Ethel has been visiting OHPC for quite a while and said she felt very 
welcome. She recently decided to become an official member.  Welcome Ethel! 

2020 is around the corner...   
Think about joining an OHPC Committee! 

 

OHPC is blessed with many servants who give of their time 
and talents to keep the church running smoothly.  Please 

check out the church’s bulletin board listing of the           
committees—there is something for everyone. 

Call the church office for more info or see Pastor Rachael. 

Did you know there is a resource table in the hallway 
by the office?  You may drop off old eyeglasses,    
donate used stamps and Box Tops for Education.  

Check out the LOST and FOUND basket or choose a 
magazine to take home and read. Currently, many 

have donated Christmas cards—write a sweet note to 
someone this season, they will be surely blessed! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1           

 9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am  Fellowship, Advent 
Fair & Birthday Party  

11:45 am Confirmation Class 

2 

6:30 pm Bridge 

3 

11:15 am Book Club 

4 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

5 

6:30 pm Building & 
Grounds 

6 

 

7       6 pm 

8       ANGEL TREE GIFTS              

 DUE 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am  Worship 

11:30 am  Fellowship   

Noon  Session 

9 

6:30 pm Bridge 

10 

Noon Jack’s Lunch 

11 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

 

12 

 

13 

7 pm Our Little 
Hopes & Dreams 
Christmas  
Program 

14 

 

15 POINSETTIA ORDERS  

DUE  

 9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Christmas  Cantata       

11:30 am  Fellowship 

11:45 am Confirmation Class 

16 

6:30 pm Bridge 

17 

 

18 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22      
 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am  Worship 

11:30 am  Fellowship   

23 

 
 

 

24 

7 pm  
Christmas 
Eve Candlelight       
& Communion   
Service 

25 

7 pm AA 

 

Merry Christmas! 

26 27 

 
28 

29 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship 

30 31     

December 2019 

Birthday blessings to: 
12/05 Joy Eckbreth 

12/06 Brandy Vickers 

12/08 Loretta Hodde 

12/09 Shantal Moto 

12/09 Emmanuella Yaje Mabo 

12/13  Jose Lopez 

12/13  Fadima Njifouota 

12/16  Sheila Kima 

12/27  Chris Huntley 

12/28  Ndengang Amanwi 

12/28 Alyssa Jenson 

12/30 Sandra Goad 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 
12/07 Jennifer & Buddy Myers 

12/19  Geraldine Nkwain & 
         Dalvin Nji 
 

 

 

 

Christmas and New 

Year Office Hours 

The church office will be 

closed December 24 & 25      

for Christmas and January 1,    

for New Year’s Day.   

We pray you have a blessed 

holiday with friends and 

family and traveling mercies 

if you are on the road. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+dinner+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=christmas+dinner+clipart&id=46AC5B7D71F81AF5F9D58EFA13CEB24FD4B291EC&selectedIndex=2&ccid=jAuyiBW%2f&simid=608002417392878976&thid=OIP.M8c0bb28815bf6a60f58d5073cdf8e75bo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=new+year%27s+day+closed+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=new+year%27s+day+closed+clip+art&id=2D6DB4E445F7EBAB94D4E85B2AA4D0FDB952AC2D&selectedIndex=0&ccid=gUtRqMJH&simid=608052767278433516&thid=OIP.M814b51a8c247e1e29cd12b91


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


