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Advent, meaning ‘coming’ begins this week with the first Sunday in December.
God is coming to us. As the days get shorter, we will prepare for the coming of
Jesus, our Lord. No matter how troubled the world is, God’s love and light shine in
the darkness. Sometimes we think the best days are in the past, that life was better
somehow, holidays were more joyous. I think that the following poem which I also
shared last year can remind us that every age has its challenges. We are fortunate
to live in a time of relative peace, even though wars, famine, unrest, and displaced
people are among us. Let’s remind ourselves that God came into the world in a very
risky way, as an infant, in order to show love to us and everyone.

Pastor Sonja
Into the Darkest Hour
It was a time like this,
War & tumult of war,
a horror in the air,
Hungry yawned the abyss and yet there came the star
and the child most wonderfully there.
It was time like this
of fear & lust for power
license & greed and blight and yet the Prince of bliss
came into the darkest hour
in quiet & silent light.
And in a time like this
how celebrate his birth
when all things fall apart?
Ah! Wonderful it is
with no room on the earth
the stable is our heart.
~ Madeleine L’Engle as quoted in Winter Song,
Christmas Readings by Madeleine L’Engle & Luci Shaw
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Christmas Worship
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Worship, 7 p.m.
Christians use the four Sundays of Advent to prepare themselves to
welcome the coming of Jesus, both as the babe in the manger and at
the end of the world when he will return to judge all humankind. Into
the increasing darkness, we light candles, adding an additional candle
each week. The days grow shorter and nights grow longer. We long
for the light that has come into the world and will not be
extinguished. We follow the naming of the candles as Hope, Peace,
Joy, and Love and think each week about how to open ourselves to
these gifts. Prepare your heart with the listed readings.
December 2: Signs of Hope
Jeremiah 33:14-16 The days are coming when God’s promises will be fulfilled.
Psalm 25 O Lord, teach me your paths; you are the God of my salvation.
Luke 21:25-31 Signs in the heavens show that the kingdom of God is near; be alert.

December 9: Signs of Peace
Malachi 3:1–4 The Lord is like a refining fire; God’s messenger will prepare the way.
Luke 1: 68-79 Zechariah’s song: Blessed is the Lord God, who has come to save us.
Luke 3: 1-6 In the wilderness John cries out: Prepare the way of the Lord.

December 16: Signs of Joy - The Choir will present Advent Lessons & Carols.
Zephaniah 3:14–20 Rejoice and sing. God will redeem you and restore your fortunes.
Isaiah 12:2–6 Surely God is my salvation; trust in the Lord and give thanks.
Philippians 4:4–7 Rejoice in the Lord, who is near; pray and receive God’s peace.
Luke 3:7–18 John warns of God’s wrath and proclaims the Good News.

December 23: Signs of Love
Micah 5:2–5a A ruler will come from Bethlehem; he will be the one of peace.
Luke 1:46b–55 My soul magnifies the Lord, who has done great things.
Hebrews 10:5–10 God does not desire burnt offerings; Christ came to do God’s will.
Luke 1:39–45 Mary visits Elizabeth; the child in Elizabeth’s womb leaps for joy.

December 24, Christmas Eve: The Light Has Come into the World
This is the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. We light the central Christ Candle to celebrate the light that has
come into the world.
Isaiah 9:2–7 Light shines on people in darkness; a child has been born for us.
Psalm 96 Sing to the Lord a new song for he is coming to judge the earth with righteousness and his people with
truth.
Luke 2:1–14 Jesus is born in Bethlehem; angels tell shepherds the Good News.

December 30: First Sunday of Christmas - Service of Christmas Lessons and Carols
This is a traditional service telling of the gift God has given us in Jesus Christ. It has no sermon, per se, but is a reading
of the story, interspersed with hymns.

Holiday Happenings
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Advent Fair

Angel Tree

As we prepare for Christmas,
children and adults alike are
invited to create a variety of
decorations at the Advent Fair.
Join us after Fellowship Hour on
Sunday, December 2, for a time
of additional fun and fellowship.

Join the Outreach and Social Concerns Committee in playing an
extremely important in this year’s Angel Tree Project. There are
approximately 5,000 children in the TDFPS legal responsibility and
4,300 of those children are in foster care. Without your help, Santa
will forget many of these children.
Our church has 25 angels representing children ages 12 and under. The angels on the
tree will have a child’s name, age, and a suggested “wish list.” A suggested maximum
donation amount to spend on each child is $25. Our $25 limit doesn’t cover some of
those “wishes”, but a gift card to Wal-Mart, Target, or Best Buy will be greatly
appreciated. Please return the gift wrapped with the angel taped or tied to the
outside of the gift. Remember, this may be the only gift these children receive.
December 16 is the due date for all Angel gifts. Please call Julie Schneider at
210-468-2739 with any questions.

OHPC Christmas Dinner
Saturday, December 8
6:00 p.m. Reception
Hors d’oeuvres
Wine

6:30 p.m. Dinner
Main Course
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Dessert
Coconut Pecan Crusted Ice Cream

Make your reservation today!
$15 Adults; $5 Kids ages 5-12; Under 5 are free!
Dinner reservations may be made on Sundays or call the
office, 210-342-0271. Make checks payable to OHPC with
Christmas Dinner on the memo line.

Christmas Eve Poinsettias
We order poinsettias to decorate the
sanctuary each year. If you would help us by
purchasing one or more, please make checks
payable to “OHPC” and mark “poinsettias” in the memo
line. The plants are $12 each. You can either place your
check in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office
by December 16. You may take your poinsettia home after
the service. Remaining plants will be donated.

Advent Lessons & Carols
December 16
10:30 a.m.
Make plans to join us on this
special Sunday as the choir,
under the direction of Greg Nussel,
performs Advent Lessons and Carols for our
congregation. This service will fill our hearts with
the joys of this beautiful season.

Christmas Eve

Candlelight and Communion Service
7 p.m.
Join us as we celebrate the miracle of
Christ’s birth through this service of
lessons and carols.
During the Christmas Eve service, you will
have the opportunity to contribute to our
denomination’s Christmas Joy Offering. This
offering provides financial assistance for
retired church workers and their families.

Bible Study & Congregational News
SUNDAY MORNING
INTERGENERATIONAL EDUCATION
9:15 a.m., in the Blue Room
We are viewing the Great Courses DVD series, The
Old Testament, taught by Professor Amy-Jill Levine.
Through these lectures, you will not only probe the
content of the biblical books, but you will also
explore debates over their meaning, the historical
and cultural situations they reflect and address, and
the critical methods by which they have been
interpreted. Discussion follows. Betty Sneed serves
as moderator and discussion leader.
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
With the retirement of Jane Smith as children's Sunday
School teacher, we need help! If you are willing to give
an occasional month of Sundays, we ask that you sign up
on the sheet on the church bulletin board. You will only
be committing to teach for one month at a time. We will
provide curriculum and any necessary materials. For
more information, please see Pastor Sonja or any
member of our Christian Education Committee:
Betty Sneed, Peggy Hudson, Donna Amonett, or
Carolyn Livesay.

Please note this class welcomes older children,
teens and adults. You are never too young or
too old to learn!

SESSION NOTES
•

Session approved a Finance Committee
recommendation that the current budget be
extended until a new budget could be
prepared in the new year.

•

Betty Sneed will chair the Christian Education
Committee.

•

Session approved a motion to allow wine to
be served at the Christmas dinner.

•

It was noted that during school hours, anyone
who is not an employee of the Our Little
Hopes and Dreams Christian Learning Center
must coordinate with school personnel
before entering areas the school uses,
including the playground.

•

Session approved use of the kitchen on
November 16 for a Thanksgiving lunch and
the sanctuary on December 14 for a
Christmas program by Our Little Hopes and
Dreams.
David Vickers, Clerk of Session

FINANCIAL NEW$
As 2018 draws to a close we look to the
beginning of the Church year, The Christmas
Season. We are a blessed people to be able to
celebrate the birth of the Christ child and all the
hope and joy of the season. Financially, we
probably will end the year in good shape, with
the faithful giving of our congregation and the
special extra gifts of some very generous
individuals. Hopefully, OHPC is part of your
Christmas gift list. Thank you to all who support
the work and mission of OHPC.
A Blessed and Joyous Christmas to you all,

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

“For it is in giving
that we receive.”
St. Francis of Assisi

More December Events
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BOOK CLUB
Join us in the Blue Room on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month at 11:15 a.m., for interesting book discussion.
The more the merrier! Bring a brown bag lunch or
snack if you want.

Labor of Love

Dec 11 The Which Way Tree, by Elizabeth Crook
Jan 8 The Uncommon Reader, by Alan Bennett
Feb 12 The Magpie Murders, by Anthony Horowitz
“You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book
long enough to suit me.” -C.S. Lewis

&

Jack’s
Christmas
Luncheon

As you can see, our Stitch in Time group

Ho, Ho, Ho
Save the Date!

has been busy! Handmade scarves and hats

Tuesday
December 18
Noon

first Sunday in December by the

It’s time for our Christmas Luncheon at Jack’s, where
everyone always has a good time! The suggested
contribution is $15, and ALL proceeds go to help the
church budget. This began as an XYZ activity, but is now
open to all. Space is limited so reserve your seat by
signing up on the church bulletin board or call the church
office. Get creative on your White Elephant gift, relax
and enjoy the fellowship. Sign up early to join the fun!

will be distributed to the homeless the
Under the Bridge Ministry.
We thank Bette Kleitches, Debbie Poole,
Julie Schneider, Lori Vickers and
Joan Williams for creating warmth by
crocheting. Also we thank Michael Jenson
and his team of volunteers who make and

serve meals to the needy.
For information about getting involved with these two groups,
call the church office.

Our Little Hopes & Dreams
Christian Learning Center
Christmas Program
Friday, December 14 at 7 p.m.
All church members are encouraged to come and celebrate the season with the
families served by the preschool. We are blessed by having this Christian
learning center located within our church that serves our community.

Other News
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To all OHPC folks who were able to come, thank you
for the gift of your presence at my 90th birthday
celebration October 21. Were I more mobile, I would
like to tell each of you in person how much I
appreciate the good wishes, beautiful cards, and just
seeing faces of so many I care about all in one place at
the same time. May God bless you all.

Maurene

CARITAS
The Caritas team could really use your help. Many of our homebound seniors would enjoy a friendly
visit over the holidays and hear about the goings-on at the church. Please speak with Pastor Sonja if you
are interested in visiting. You’ll make someone’s day by giving the gift of your presence.

Our Organ Rocks!
Our organ technicians, Mark and Dale Fisher, recently concluded the fall tuning of our great John Lile Memorial Pipe
Organ. With the enthusiastic support of the Worship and Liturgy Committee, I scheduled the tuning to coincide with
the drop of temperatures so as to maximize the benefit of this preventive maintenance. The fall tuning involved a
complete tuning of the Swell manual, approximately 900 pipes assigned to the top keyboard of the organ. The
technicians tested each pipe, adjusted its scroll tuning mechanism, and ensured its harmonic tonality with the rest of
the instrument. The result is superlative, and attentive listeners already have commented on the overall affect. Our
pipe organ is one of the finest instruments extant in Presbyterian Churches within the Synod of the Sun, and we
proudly maintain it with vigor, integrity, and virtue! - Greg Nussel, Music Director and Organist

We would like to say "Thank You" for all your
prayers and support though this year's joys
and challenges.
May your Christmas be blessed
with family and friends,
with joy that never ends.
May good health follow you;
may peace light your way;
may God richly bless you
in the new year.
Many Blessings,
Our Little Hopes & Dreams
Christian Learning Center

Be encouraged by this one-liner
contributed by Julie Schneider:

The problem
ahead of us
is never as
great as the
POWER
behind us.
Invite someone to
church this
beautiful season!

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3
6:30 pm Bridge

4

5
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

6
6:30 pm Building &
Grounds

7

8

9
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 pm Session

10
6:30 pm Bridge

11
11:15 am Book Club

12
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

13

14

15

16 ANGEL TREE GIFTS &
POINSETTIA ORDERS DUE

17
6:30 pm Bridge

18
Noon Jack’s Lunch

19
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

20

21

22

24

25

26
7 pm AA

27

28

29

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

6 pm

11:30 am Fellowship,
Advent Fair & Birthday
Party

9:15 am Sunday School

7 pm Our Little
Hopes & Dreams
Christmas
Program

10:30 am Advent Lessons
& Carols
11:30 am Fellowship
23
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
30
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

7 pm
Christmas
Eve Candlelight
& Communion
Service

Merry Christmas!

CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED—SEE NOTE BELOW

31

Birthday blessings to:
12/05 Joy Eckbreth
12/06 Brandy Vickers
12/08 Loretta Hodde
12/09 Shantal Moto
12/09 Emmanuella Yaje
12/13 Jose Lopez
12/16 Sheila Kima
12/28 Ndengang Amanwi
12/28 Alyssa Jenson
12/30 Sandra Goad

Happy Anniversary to:
12/07 Jennifer & Buddy Myers

Birthday Offering
Our Fall Birthday Offering will continue through the
month of December and be dedicated to Any Baby
Can. The mission of Any Baby Can is to serve families
with children and youth facing serious health or
developmental challenges. In 1982, Marian Sokol,
Ph.D., a special needs teacher, saw a great need
among the families she served. With a small grant
and in a trailer behind Santa Rosa Hospital, she began
her mission of helping families with children who had
a chronic illness, disability or developmental delay.
To make a donation, please make your check payable
to OHPC and note “Birthday Offering” on the memo
line. If you would like to notify someone that a
donation has been made in his or her honor,
postcards are available in the narthex. Simply fill it
out and drop it in the mail.

Christmas and New Year
Office Hours
The church office will be
closed the week of Christmas,
however work will be done at
the discretion of staff.
The office will also be closed
January 1, for New Year’s Day.

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com

Return Service Requested

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
Luke 2:11

