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Beloved Family, 
 

This month will bring the close of Lent and the arrival of the Easter 
season. That’s right! I said Easter “season,” not Easter Day. One sin-
gle day out of the year is not sufficient to celebrate the resurrection 
of Christ. Instead, there is an entire season that lasts 7 weeks (a 
“week of weeks”), from Easter Sunday until Pentecost Sunday. These 
50 days of celebration can trace their roots to the Jewish tradition of 
celebrating the 50 days from the day after Passover to Shavuot.  
 

Our Christian tradition places a great deal of emphasis on the entire 
season of Lent, and many dutifully choose to honor Lent by abstain-
ing from something in order to deepen their relationship with God. 
But all too often, we only spend one single day in celebration. Per-
haps we can make 2022 the year that changes. 
 

In what way would you like to celebrate and honor Jesus for an     
entire 50 days? Perhaps each day could be a different prayer of    
gratitude for a blessing in your life. Maybe you could make a weekly 
offering to a charity of your choice (OHPC counts!), and consciously 
reflect on what a joy it is to have enough to share with others. You 
could choose a way to connect daily or weekly with nature, celebrat-
ing that you are a tiny part of the greater whole of God’s creation. 
Possibly send a card to a different church member each week, joyful 
that we get to be in community with each other. Those are just a few 
ideas to get you started, but I am sure you can dream up even more 
wonderfully joyful ways to celebrate the Easter season. 
 

As ever, I would love to hear what you’ve chosen as your practice of 
joy, and I will happily share mine in return. 
 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
Listed below are Lectionary passages to reflect upon each week as we 

prepare our hearts and minds to embrace the gift of Easter. 
 

April 3: Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 43:16-21 I am about to do a new thing, says the Lord; do you perceive it? 

Psalm 126  When the Lord restored our fortunes, we shouted with joy. 

Philippians 3:4b-14 Knowing Christ Jesus as Lord, I regard everything else as loss. 

John 12:1-8   At the home of Lazarus, Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with perfume. 
 

April 10: Palm Sunday/Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Luke 19:28-40  Jesus enters Jerusalem on a colt; the disciples praise God with 

   joy. 

Psalm 118:1-2; 19-29 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Isaiah 50:4-9a    The Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

Psalm 31:9-16   Be gracious, Lord; my enemies assail me; my life is in your hand. 

Philippians 2:5-11  Seek the mind of Christ, who was humble, but exalted by God. 

Luke 22:14—23:56  After the Passover meal, Jesus is betrayed, tried, and crucified. 
 

April 14:   Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14 Before the Exodus, the Lord gives instructions for the Passover. 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  What shall I return to the Lord?  I will lift the cup of salvation. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 Paul recounts and interprets the tradition of the Lord’s supper. 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35  Jesus washes the disciples’ feet and gives a new commandment. 
 

April 15:   Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12  The innocent servant suffers; surely he has borne our sin. 

Psalm 22   A desperate prayer of lament turns to thanksgiving and praise. 

Hebrews 10:16-25   Jesus opens the sanctuary for us; trust in him, for he is faithful. 

  or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 In Jesus, we have a great high priest who knows our weakness. 

John 18:1—19:42  Jesus is arrested, put on trial, crucified, and buried. 
 

April 17:   Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43   Peter testifies to Jesus’ death and resurrection; Jesus is Lord of all. 

  Or Isaiah 65:17-25  God promises a new creation, where all creatures will live in safety. 

Psalm 118:1-2;4-24  I will not die, I will live; this is the day that the Lord has made. 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 As death came through Adam, resurrection comes through Christ. 

John 20:1-18   At the empty tomb, the risen Lord appears to Mary Magdalene. 

  or Luke 24:1-12  Women find Jesus’ tomb empty; he has been raised from the dead.                                   
 

April 24:   Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:27-32   Peter stands trial before the council; we must obey God. 

Psalm 118:14-29  The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

  Or Psalm 150   Praise the Lord! Let everything that breathes praise the Lord. 

Revelation 1:4-8  Jesus is coming; I am the Alpha and Omega, says the Lord. 

John 20:19-31   Jesus shares the Holy Spirit; a week later, he appears to Thomas. 
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Holy Week Events 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 
April 14  

Meal at 6 PM 

Service at 6:45 PM 
 

Our celebration will begin with a potluck supper, 

followed by worship.  We will focus on opening our 

hearts to Christ’s redeeming love and discuss how the 

disciples’ experience at the Last Supper can inspire our 

lives.  Please join us as we celebrate the mystery and 

wonder of God’s love.   

 
 

Easter Lilies 
 It is time to order the beautiful lilies that light 

up the sanctuary on the day we celebrate          
Christ’s resurrection.  

To reserve a lily, call the church office by April 10 
with the name(s) of the person(s) you wish to  

honor or memorialize.  Lilies may be taken home 
after the Easter service.  The plants are $10 each. 

Please make your check payable to OHPC and    
notate Lilies in the memo line.  You can leave your 

check when you pick up your plant.  Remaining 
plants will be donated. 

 

Good Friday 
Service 

 

April 15 at 11:30 AM 
 
 

 

Our Good Friday service will be 

a combination of music, visual 

art, scripture, and silent reflec-

tion that will guide us as we 

trace Jesus’ final hours from 

Gethsemane to the tomb. 

Up from the Grave He Arose! 

        Our church doors will be opened on Easter Sunday!                                                  
Join us in person to celebrate Christ’s resurrection! 

Through your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), you can serve people in your 

community and around the world by alleviating hunger, rebuilding 

after catastrophe, and working with communities to overcome oppression.  This 

offering will be dedicated on Easter Sunday.  If you would like to make a donation, 

mark OGHS in the memo line of your check made out to Oak Hills Presbyterian 

Church. There will also be a designation on the website for online donations. 

Calling all Kids! 

Come one, come all to the parking 

lot on Saturday,  April 16.  There 

will be games, crafts, snacks—   

and an egg hunt of course! 

10-11:30 AM 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 
Due to an unexpected sewer problem, Buildings and 
Grounds has already expended its budget for the year.  
The repair bills  have come to $12,992.71.  If you are 
able and wish to contribute to the cost of the repairs, 
we would be most grateful.  Please mark the memo line 
of your check for capital outlay, and the extra funds will 
be added to the B&G budget.  We greatly appreciate 
your diligence in keeping your pledges current! 

 

 
P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

 

SESSION NOTES 
 With COVID numbers improving, Session has voted 

to make mask-wearing optional.  We will continue to 
practice social distancing, with seating in alternate 
pews. 

 The garage sale was approved to be held later this 
year, most likely late summer or early fall. 

 Committees will host refreshment/information ses-
sions once a month to promote greater congrega-
tional involvement in church life and activities. 

 Session members will call church members to ascer-
tain ways to involve them in the life of the church. 

 Session members are encouraged to arrive earlier  
to foster interaction and park in the Callaghan lot to  
promote visibility. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session       

Congregational News 

 

ISSA 

We need candy! 
The Membership and Christian Ed committees 

will be stuffing eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt.  We 
are asking the congregation to donate wrapped 
candy—no chocolate (it melts!)  Drop off your 

donations at the church office by April 12. 

We are delighted by the arrival of spring here at the In-
ternational School of San Antonio! In honor of Women's 
History Month, the children have been learning about 
the astronaut Sally Ride and our solar system. We also 
have our annual French Cultures Festival this Saturday, 
March 26 where we celebrate the diversity of French-
speaking cultures from around the world. The school 
year will be over before we know it, but we will be back 
with our summer camps before the next school year 
starts!  

Grayson, ready for blast-off! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, April 9 
Buildings & Grounds needs your help to spruce 
up the church and the church grounds.  Meet at 
the church at 9 AM and work until noon, then 
share a light lunch with your fellow workers. 



 Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial 
Scholarship 

“Our Christian youth are always a pleasure in our lives.  
Our educated Christian youth must be the                               

future of America.”  - Idalia A. Harmon 1928-2008 

OHPC will again be offering scholarships to degree-
seeking college students, as well as students enrolled in 
vocational or technical programs.  The scholarship is not 
age specific, and young adults as well as mid-career or 
older adults are encouraged to apply.   

The Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund was es-
tablished by Ron Harmon in memory of his wife, Idalia.  
When Ron passed away in 2017, his son, Ken, requested 
the name to be changed to the Ron and Idalia Harmon 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.  The Christian Education 
Committee administers the program and anyone may 
contribute to this fund.  Church staff, members and their 
families are eligible to apply, and the awards will vary in 
size based on various considerations such as available 
funds, number of applicants, degree or certificate 
sought, etc.  For more information regarding the Ron 
and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund, please 
see Heather Ebert or contact the church office. 

 Applications will be available April 18 in the church 
office and online.                                                                    

Deadline for applications is June 15, 2022. 

John Knox Ranch has summer camp for students in sec-
ond through ninth grade.  This is a great opportunity for 
our young people to meet other youth and grow in their 
Christian faith.  Dates and additional information are 
available at https://www.johnknoxranch.org/summer-
camp.   

 

 

 

 

 

Financial assistance is available through the camp itself 
(An application is available under the registration por-
tal).  The OHPC Christian Education Committee will 
also be able to provide limited scholarship assistance.  
Contact Heather Ebert for more information. 

Register by April 1 for $25 off! 

Opportunities for Study and Fellowship 

We love good books!  
Join us on the third Thursday of the month at 11:00 AM.  

On April  21 we will be discussing Killing Jesus.  Authors 

Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard detail the historical and 

political events that impacted Jesus’ life and ultimate 

death. 

May 19:   The World Played Chess, Robert Dugoni 

   BIBLE STUDY! 

Join us for our journey of  Apocalyptic Hope 
for Today as we study the enigmatic book of 
Revelation.  During the month of April we will 
be exploring the Rapture and Armageddon as 
well as Revelation’s relation to the Exodus. 

 

April 13 and 27 

5 PM in the library or by Zoom 
 

All are welcome to participate! 

     

Potluck Supper! 
April 14, 6 PM 

As Christ celebrated the Passover with his  
disciples, you are invited to bring a dish and 
feast with your friends as we begin our ob-

servance of Maundy Thursday in  Fellowship 
Hall before the 6:45 service in the sanctuary.  
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The Presbyterian Cluster raises funds and participates in 
the building of a Habitat house.  During the past year, 
OHPC donated funds toward the building of this home 
and provided lunch for the volunteer workers on Saturday, 
March 26.   Through their Holy Smoke program, the Pres-
byterian Cluster is constantly raising funds for building 
the next house.  With the rising cost of building supplies, 
each house costs in the neighborhood of $100,000.  If you 
would like to donate to the next house, contact Connie 
Durocher. 

Two building days are left in 
April, should anyone like to 
work- the 2nd and the 9th. The 
one on the 2nd is to help make 
up for losing 2 workdays due to 
inclement weather. Contact 
Connie Durocher 210-364-9691 for information. 

OHPC in Mission 

We are currently renting some of our office space to 
Refugee Services of Texas. They have been extremely 
busy this year helping over 125 Afghan families and, 
more recently, Ukrainian families. They are in urgent 
need of baby items, so we are hosting a drive for the 
month of April! 

There will be a col-
lection space in the 
narthex, or drop off 
your donations at the 
church office.  

Thank you for your generosity!! 

All baby items are needed (except formula), including: 

 Diapers 

 Wipes 

 Clothing (newborn 
through 5T) 

 Umbrella strollers 

 Car seats 

Michael Jenson will again be preparing 
and serving a meal Under the Bridge on 

April 3.  Contact him if you wish to help! 
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Garage Sale Mania 
OHPC needs you! 

Although no date has been set yet, Session has voted 
to hold the garage sale this year, provided we can find 
enough assistance.  Several of the department heads 
will not be available this year.  We need folks to or-
ganize and set up the week before the sale as well as 
folks who can help on the day of the sale itself.   



OHPC in Mission 

Home Dedication 

The Presbyterian Cluster’s 27th Habitat home is almost complete!   

You are invited to participate in the 10 AM  
dedication of Melissa’s home on April 9 at 
13801 Watson Road in Rancho Carlota 
(78073).  Check the invitation on the hallway 
bulletin board for more information and a map.   

Melissa and her children (Emery, 17, and An-
thony, 14) are looking forward to moving into a 
home of their own.  “I’m going to feel proud of 
myself because I’m setting a great example for 
my children and accomplishing a huge goal,” 
she says.  The home will allow the family to put 
money aside for emergencies and save for the 
children’s education, as well as provide space 
and stability.   

Everyone in the family is looking forward 
to having their own rooms, something 

they’ve never had before! 

“Moving into our own home, our lives will 
change in plenty of ways!”  As part of the dedi-
cation, Melissa will be given tools and a 
toolbox, along with pantry staples and cleaning 
supplies.  
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BLOWIN’ IN THE WIND 
 

While the pipe organ is one of the world’s oldest 
musical instruments, dating back to the Third 
Century, the modern pipe organ era began after 
electricity was available in the late 19th Century.  
Electricity meant that an organ’s wind supply 

could come from an electric blower, rather than from hand 
pumping, hydraulics, or gas motor.  The Spencer Turbine 
Company was formed in 1892 and began producing organ 
blowers in 1905.  The company thrives today, still producing 
blowers. 
 

My old church, the First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, has a historic 1916 Austin pipe organ.  Fortu-
itously, when the church flooded for the first time in its history following the strike of Hurricane Katrina in 
2005, the organ console, wind chests, and pipes were safe and sound in the front balcony, 20 feet above the 
sanctuary. 

 

But woe to its original Spencer blower, 
proudly wearing its circa-1915 Spencer Or-
goblo tag.  The blower, located in a floor-
level closet, basted for five weeks in putrid 
flood waters from New Orleans’ failed levee 
system.  When the church leadership was 
able to begin remediating the extensive dam-
age, the Pastor advised me the organ ap-
peared to be fine, but the blower was a mud-
dy mess.  “Just order a new Spencer Blow-
er,” I quickly counseled the Pastor, “they 
cost about $2500 and can be installed when 
the power comes back on.”  
 
Fortunately, the Pastor did not follow my  

advice.  On duty at the time was a clever Cajun electrician working on the church’s wiring.  “Reverend, 
don’t spend a dime on a new blower.  It’s just a big fan.  I will dismantle your blower, lube it with WD-40, 
and put it back together.  It’ll work fine!” asserted the wily Cajun. 
 
Thus, when power was restored to the church in February 2006 (yes, the power was out for six months), I 
turned on the organ for the first time since August. The 1915 Spencer blower immediately powered up, fill-
ing the wind chests with 7” of pressure.  I played Beethoven’s Ode to Joy in grateful Thanksgiving.  When I 
returned to First Presbyterian in 2016 to play for the organ’s 100th birthday celebration, the 1915 Spencer 
blower continued to quietly perform its vital task. 
 

Even though a modern pipe organ – such as the beautiful 2004 Ballard Organ at OHPC – has many vital 
components – console, keyboards, pedals, wind chests, pipes, relays, computers, and miles of wiring – eve-
rything starts with its air supply.  As Bob Dylan ambiguously wrote in his 1962 song, “The answer, my 
friend, is blowin’ in the wind.” 
 
Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choirmaster 
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This month, the Membership Committee is 
highlighting one of our families from Came-
roon, Kuko Fru and George Chi.  
 

Both Kuko and George were born in this west 
African country. They lived in the same town 
and knew each other many years before they 
got married. Kuko was one of five children. 
They were a working-class family. Her dad 
was an elementary school teacher, and their 
family was members of their local Presbyteri-
an Church. She studied social work in col-
lege. 

After they married, they had two children, 
Enih and Mac-Elroy. An opportunity arose to 
come to the U.S., so the family moved here in 
2009. George works as a State of Texas Cor-
rection Officer and Kuko works at a mental 
health hospital. She has recently completed studies to become a nurse and is waiting to take her 
state boards. A third child, Ryan was born in the U.S. Kuko’s sister, Cynthia also joined the family, 
but she is now living in the Boston, MA area. 

Kuko became friends with Asoh Mabo, who worked at the same hospital. The family was looking 
for a church to attend and Asoh introduced them to OHPC. They joined the church in 2018. Kuko 
says her father was so happy when she told him that they joined a Presbyterian Church. Her father 
passed away last September. Due to COVID and the political unrest in Cameroon, she was unable 
to go home for the funeral. However, she said Pastor Rachael was very supportive of the family 
during this sad time. 

Enih is 16 and is in 11th grade. She enjoys reading and TV. Mac is 14 and in the 8th grade. He is an 
avid soccer fan and loves working on his computer. Ryan is 4 and is in a Pre-K program. 

The family enjoys traveling, partying with friends, and eating out. Kuko enjoys singing, especially 
Gospel music. She hopes her life settles down so that she can one day join our choir. 

“Maundy” is a shortened form of the Latin word maundatum which 
means “command”.  At the Last Supper, Christ commanded his fol-
lowers to “love one another as I have loved you.”  He demonstrated 
this love by washing the disciples’ feet before sharing a meal with 
them.  Maundy Thursday celebrations usually include Communion 
to commemorate not only that Passover feast, but the many times 
Jesus shared a meal—with his disciples, with sinners, with the feed-
ing of the five thousand.  The service can also include a foot-
washing ceremony and/or the stripping of the church as we proceed 
into the remaining days of Holy Week. 

Did You Know? 



OHPC Committee Spotlight 

Is this the right committee    
for you? 

Do you… 
 ...love to provide hands-on service, and 

not just monetary contributions? 

 ...like get to know some of the other ser-
vice organizations in San Antonio? 

 ...believe every little bit helps? 

 ...Love thinking of ways to make people’s 
lives better? 

 ...feel like lately you’ve been getting 
called to “do more good” in this world? 

 

If you would like to learn more about this commit-
tee, speak with one of its members or reach out to 
Pastor Rachael, and she will get you connected! 

 

What We Do 
We work to discern the needs of our local communi-
ty, how we can best be of service, and provide      
opportunities for our church members to be involved.   

Examples of some of our activities include: 

 Collect Christmas gifts for children in need 

 Provide meals for the homeless through the Un-
der the Bridge ministry 

 Pack lunches for Habitat for Humanity volunteers 

 Collect and distribute school supplies for foster 
children 

 Answer emergency needs for assistance, such as 
the family who lost their home in a fire 

Chair:  C. A, Aranda 

Members:  Connie Durocher, Dick 
Elliott, Nancy Redd 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 

 

2  1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

3  

10:30 AM Worship 

Under the Bridge 

 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 

4 

 

5 

  

6  

 

7 PM Choir 

7:00 PM  AA 

7 

 

8 

 

9  9 AM Church 

Clean-up Day 

10 AM Habitat House 

dedication 

10 

10:30 AM Worship 

11:30 AM  Session 

Lily orders due 

11 

 

12 

Easter candy needed 

 

13  

 

5 PM Bible study 

7 PM Choir 

7 pm  AA 

14  6:00 PM Potluck 

dinner 

6:45 PM Service 

 

 

15  11:30 Service 

 

16  10-11:30 Egg Hunt 

 

 

 

1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

17   10:30 AM Worship 

 

 

 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 

18 

 

19 

 

20   

 

7 PM Choir 

7 pm AA 

21  11 AM Book club 22 

 

23 

 

24 

10:30 AM Worship 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

27  
 

5 PM Bible study 

7 PM Choir 

7 pm  AA 

28 29 30 

 

April 2022 

 

4/6    Anne Speights 

4/12   Jack Henson 

4/13   Judith Penington 

4/16   Placide Mabo 

4/17  Asoh Mabo 

4/17   Jonas Njifouota  

4/20  Jim Clifton 

4/21 Delilah Huntley 

4/24 Donna Amonett 

4/24 Mary Kay Reed 

4/25  Amy Clifton 

4/27 Susy Hallquist 

4/29  Francisco Lopez 

4/29  Linda Mitchell 

 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
4/6   Shantal & Maurice Moto            
4/11   Ed & Bette Kleitches 
4/13 Clara & Lesley Brown 
4/15  Joe & Anne Hopkins  

 
 
 

Birthday blessings to: 



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


