Oa k Hill s Pr es b yte ria n
Re v. Rac hae l Hu nt le y

Ch ur ch

Beloved Family,
Spring is here! It is a beautiful time of year, full of new beginnings and often accompanied by a sense of optimism and hope. I pray that the warm air is warming your heart,
and that the singing birds are a balm to your soul.

Inside this
issue:

Spring Has Sprung
Sun-kissed day
Blends into
Sun’s warmth of
Evening.
Forgive us, Lord,
If we be cleaving
To these gentle
Dappled nights
Filled with bird-song
And delights.
How can there be strife
When this peaceful day
Ascends and descends,
Gently like an amends?
For the harshness of hell,
And the troubles which dwell,
All winter in the human heart.
With spring we have a
Brand-new start.
Judith Chiorazzi
“A brand-new start.” I pray that as new life springs forth from the ground, so, too, does
new life spring forth from you. I pray that the Holy Spirit empowers each one of us to
listen to whatever new beginnings God is now calling us, both as individuals and as a
church. The world needs a fresh start; let it begin with us.
With love,

Pastor Rachael
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Listed below are Lectionary passages to reflect upon each week as we
open our hearts and minds to embrace the gift of Easter.
April 1: Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10), 11-14
Before the Exodus, the Lord gives instructions for the Passover.
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
What shall I return to the Lord? I will lift the cup of salvation.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Paul recounts and interprets the tradition of the Lord’s Supper.
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet and gives a new commandment.
April 7: Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
The innocent servant suffers; surely he has borne our sin.
Psalm 22
A desperate prayer of lament turns to thanksgiving and praise.
Hebrews 10:16-25
Jesus opens the sanctuary for us; trust in him, for he is faithful.
or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 In Jesus we have a great high priest who knows our weakness.
John 18:1—19:24
Jesus is arrested, put on trial, crucified, and buried.
April 4: Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43
Peter testifies to Jesus’ death and resurrection; Jesus is Lord of all.
or Isaiah 25:6-9
A feast on the day of the Lord; God will swallow up death forever.
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 I will not die, I will live; this is the day that the Lord has made.
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Remember the good news of Jesus Christ, by which we are saved.
John 20: 1-18
At the empty tomb, the risen Lord appears to Mary Magdalene.
or Mark 16:1-8
Finding Jesus’ tomb empty, the women flee in wonder and fear.
April 11: Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35
The disciples share everything and testify to Jesus’ resurrection.
Psalm 133
How good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity.
1 John 1:1—2:2
Walk in the light of God; confess your sins and be forgiven.
John 20:19-31
Jesus shares the Holy Spirit; a week later, he appears to Thomas.
April 18: Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19
Peter speaks of Jesus’ rejection and calls the people to repent.
Psalm 4
Answer me when I call, O God; in you I will find joy and peace.
1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us; we are children of God.
Luke 24:36b-48
The risen Lord eats with the disciples and interprets the Scriptures.
April 25: Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12
Filled with the Spirit, Peter challenges those who have arrested him.
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, leading, protecting, and feeding me.
1 John 3:16-24
Love means laying down one’s life for those who are in need.
John 10:11-18
Jesus says: I am the good shepherd; I lay down my life for my sheep.

Holy Week Events
Maundy Thursday
Service
April 1 at 6 PM
Join us on Facebook
Our worship will focus on opening our hearts to
Christ’s redeeming love and discuss how the disciples’
experience at the Last Supper can inspire our lives.
Please join us as we celebrate the mystery and wonder
of God’s love. The service will include handwashing,
so if you desire to participate, have a bowl of water
ready along with your Communion elements.
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Good Friday
Service
April 2 at noon
Join us on Facebook

Our Good Friday service will be
a combination of music, visual
art, scripture, and silent reflection that will guide us as we
trace Jesus’ final hours from
Gethsemane to the tomb.

Up from the Grave He Arose!
And our church doors will be opened on Easter Sunday to celebrate Christ’s resurrection!
The service will also be live-streamed on Facebook in order to include those who are worshiping with us virtually. For the safety of
our in-person worshipers, masks, sanitizing, and social distancing
will be observed. While hugs and handshakes have always been a
part of our tradition at Oak Hills Presbyterian Church, we encourage
air hugs and waves instead. At the end of the service, we request
that you exit the building at the direction of the ushers, without
congregating in the narthex.

Easter Lilies

Through your gifts to One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS), you can serve people in your
It is time to order the beautiful lilies that light up
community and around the world by alleviating
the sanctuary on the day we celebrate
hunger, rebuilding after catastrophe, and workChrist’s resurrection.
ing with communities to overcome oppression. To reserve a lily, call the church office by April 1 with
This offering will be dedicated on Easter
the name(s) of the person(s) you wish to honor or memorialize. Lilies may be taken home after the Easter
Sunday. If you would like to make a donation,
service. The plants are $10 each. Please make your
mark OGHS in the memo
check payable to OHPC and notate Lilies in the memo
line of your check made out
line. You can leave your check when you pick up your
to Oak Hills Presbyterian
plant. Remaining plants will be donated.
Church. There will also be a
designation on the website
for online donations.

Congregational News
SESSION NOTES









Given that the COVID case numbers remain stable,
we anticipate reopening for in-person worship on
Easter. The services will continue to be livestreamed.
Requests for Guide Dogs for the Blind to meet in the
parking lot and for the Girl Scouts to resume use of
Fellowship Hall for their meetings were approved.
Small groups such as Stitch in Time, Book Club, and
Bible study were approved to meet in the church as
long as they follow safety protocols of wearing
masks, social distancing, and wiping the tables afterward.
The garage sale was canceled for this calendar year.
Dick Petitt and Barry Stevens were approved to audit the church financial records.

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session

Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial
Scholarship
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FINANCIAL NEW$
In spite of the fact that we have not been attending
worship in person, most folks have kept up their
pledges either online or by mail. Therefore, we
continue to keep up fairly well with the budget. We
greatly appreciate your diligence in keeping your
pledges current!

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

Garage Sale Mania
Given the continuing restraints of the COVID-19 pandemic, Session elected to cancel the garage sale again
this year. Many of us have “garage sale stuff” stored
up, however. You might consider having your own
“garage sale,” selling the items online, to a thrift store,
or even to friends. (We always wind up buying one
another’s stuff at the garage sale anyway!) You could
then donate the proceeds to the Garage Sale fund at
the church.

“Our Christian youth are always a pleasure in our lives.
Our educated Christian youth must be the
future of America.” - Idalia A. Harmon 1928-2008
OHPC will again be offering scholarships to degreeseeking college students, as well as students enrolled in
vocational or technical programs. The scholarship is not
age specific, and young adults as well as mid-career or
older adults are encouraged to apply.
The Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by Ron Harmon in memory of his wife, Idalia.
When Ron passed away in 2017, his son, Ken, requested
the name to be changed to the Ron and Idalia Harmon
Memorial Scholarship Fund. The Christian Education
Committee administers the program and anyone may
contribute to this fund. Church staff, members and their
families are eligible to apply, and the awards will vary in
size based on various considerations such as available
funds, number of applicants, degree or certificate
sought, etc. For more information regarding the Ron
and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund, please
see Betty Sneed or contact the church office.
Applications will be available April 15 in the church
office and online. Deadline for applications is June 7,
2021.

John Knox Ranch has summer camp for students in second through ninth grade. This is a great opportunity for
our young people to meet other youth and grow in their
Christian faith. Dates and additional information are
available at https://www.johnknoxranch.org/summercamp.

Financial assistance is available through the camp itself
(An application is available under the registration portal). The OHPC Christian Education Committee will
also be able to provide limited scholarship assistance.
Contact Betty Sneed for more information.
Register by April 1 for $25 off!

Membership
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Let’s Get To Know One Another Other Better
This month the Membership Committee is highlighting one of our Elders,
Sherry Haglund.
Sherry was born in Grand Rapids, MI, but the family moved to St. Louis soon
afterward. They remained in St. Louis until Sherry was 7 years old, when her
father died. The family returned to Grand Rapids, where her mother’s family
lived. She attended Miami University in Ohio after high school. Sherry graduated with a degree in psychology and worked for Proctor and Gamble for a
number of years in their Marketing Research department. After she married,
the couple moved to Jamestown, NY. When her husband entered the Air
Force, they were stationed in San Antonio where they lived for five years.
They returned to Jamestown after his service was completed for 11 more
years, but they ultimately returned to San Antonio in 1984.
Sherry has 2 daughters, Taylor who lives in San Diego, and Tory who is currently in New Mexico. Taylor
has a son, Anderson, who is 9 years old. Sherry’s dog Hurley is her usual companion.
Sherry worked as a Vocational Counselor for many years with Goodwill Industries and with the State Vocational Rehab program for 22 years until she retired in 2009.
An active member of OHPC for over 25 years., Sherry said that she was drawn to this congregation because
it was diverse and welcoming, things that have been constants throughout the years. Serving as an Elder four
times, Sherry has been active in many different committees even when not a member of Session. She currently chairs the Music and Worship Committee. (If you have ever been asked to serve as an Usher or Greeter, it was probably Sherry who called you!) She is also on the Personnel Committee.
Sherry is very active as a community volunteer. She works for Voter Registration, donates her time at the
San Antonio Food Bank and is an instructor for NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness}
Sherry is an avid Spurs fan and has been a season ticket holder for many years. GO SPURS!

OHPC in Mission
Under the Bridge is co-sponsored by a group of volunteers and other local organizations. Our own Michael Jenson is again spearheading the
preparation and distribution of a meal for hungry folks in our community
the first Sunday of every other month. He is responsible for soliciting
donations of food and enlisting volunteers to cook and serve. The Outreach Committee helps to fund the food and the OHPC kitchen is a beehive of activity on Saturdays as he works to prepare meat loaf for 75 or
more people. On Sunday mornings, he heats vegetables and prepares
salad, then works with other volunteers to distribute the food to the
people who arrive at the Brooklyn and Austin Street location. If you are
interested in this mission, contact Michael to help prepare and/or distribute the meal. What a great way to celebrate Christ’s resurrection!

Study, Fellowship & Service Opportunities
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We love good books!
Join us on the first Thursday of the month at 11:00 AM.
On April 1 we will be discussing The 7 1/2 Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle, by Stuart Turton. In “Ground Hog Day”
style Evelyn Hardcastle is doomed to die at a party each
evening unless Aiden can solve her murder. But each day
he wakes up in the body of a different guest. And unless
he can solve the murder in eight days, he is doomed to
remain trapped at Blackheath.
You can get a head start on American Dirt, by Jeanine
Cummins, the book for May 6. After the murder of her
family by a drug cartel, Lydia and her young son Luca flee
their middle-class home in Mexico, hoping to find a new
chance at life in el norte. The account of their harrowing
journey highlights the desperation and hope of so many
refugees.

Want to be a
link in our
Prayer Chain?
Please see
Ginger Jenson for
more info or call the
church office.

The Book of Order lists one of the
great ends of the church (F-1.0304) as
“the shelter, nurture, and spiritual
fellowship of the children of God.”
Following this directive, the Mission and Outreach Committee is looking into ways to assist
asylum seekers as they travel to sponsors or
seek reunification with family already in the
United States while awaiting the court date for
their asylum hearing. The committee also helps
to fund meals for Under the Bridge ministry.
Habitat for Humanity is another of their projects. Co-chair Connie Durocher helps recruit
volunteers to build, to donate, and/or to provide
lunch for workers.
If you would like to help with mission and outreach, or have ideas for additional projects,
Chairman CA Aranda would be delighted to
hear from you! The committee will be meeting
at the church on Tuesday, March 30 at 1:30.
Everyone is invited to attend this planning
meeting!

Into the Light: Finding Hope in
Songs of Lament
Our Bible study group has four lessons remaining as
we meet the first and third Wednesday through
May, from 6-7 pm. If you are interested you can still
join. Please contact Donna Amonett at 210-4675051 or the church office.

April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1 11:00 am
Book Club

Fri
2

12 noon

Sat
3 1-3 pm Girl Scouts

6:00 pm
4 10:30 am Easter
Worship

5

6

7 1:00 pm
Fellowship

8

9

10

15

16

17 1-3 pm Girl Scouts

22

23

24

29

30

6:00 pm
Bible Study
7:00 PM AA
11
10:30 am Worship
11:30 AM Session

12

13

14 1:00 pm
Fellowship

7 pm AA
18

19

20

10:30 am Worship

21 1:00 pm
Fellowship
6:00 pm
Bible Study
7 pm AA

25
10:30 am Worship

26

27
1:30 Mission and
Outreach

28 1:00 pm
Fellowship
7 pm AA

Happy Anniversary!

Birthday blessings to:
4/6 Anne Speights

4/21 Delilah Huntley

4/9 Michael Dunn

4/24 Donna Amonett

4/12 Jack Henson

4/24 Mary Kay Reed

4/13 Judith Penington

4/25 Amy Clifton

4/16 Placide Mabo

4/27 Susy Hallquist

4/17 Asoh Mabo

4/29 Francisco Lopez

4/17 Jonas Njifouota

4/29 Linda Mitchell

4/20 Jim Clifton

4/6
4/9
4/11
4/15

Shantal & Maurice Moto
Ryan & Hannah Moorman
Ed & Bette Kleitches
Joe & Anne Hopkins

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229
210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com
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