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Beloved Family,
It is human nature to want to jump ahead to the good things in life, without enduring
the bad. We look forward to graduation ceremonies, not to exams. We look forward to
a newborn baby, not to labor pains. We look forward to an exotic vacation, not to the
hours of travel. Similarly, we often look forward to Easter, while wanting to avoid the
pain of the crucifixion.
Alas, you cannot have a diploma without exams, and you cannot have a risen Christ
without a crucified Christ. Fortunately for us, Jesus lets us know that wanting to avoid
pain and struggle is normal. It is not something to be ashamed about. We know this
because in three of the four gospels he begs God to take away his suffering. “Father, if
You are willing, take this cup away from Me—nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be
done” (Luke 22:42).

It is good and right to petition God for our desires. We can ask God to take away our
suffering. Yet, like Jesus, we cannot stop there; we must also recognize that it is God’s
will that must be done, not our own. We must pray fervently, but then surrender. The
surrendering is the hardest part. We must ask ourselves: what am I not willing to
surrender to God these days? What am I trying to desperately stay in control of?
Perhaps we can spend these next weeks of April, leading up to Easter, asking ourselves
those questions. We can finish Lent by contemplating where in our lives we most need
to say “not my will, but Yours, be done.”
Then, because ours is a God of grace and mercy, Easter will surely arrive. And Easter is
not just one day! In the church calendar, the Easter season is a full seven weeks
(50 days, to be exact). That’s even longer than Lent! More than seven weeks to
celebrate the resurrection. More than seven weeks to look for ways that God’s will is
being done. Can we do that together? Can we spend the next three weeks praying that
God’s will is done, and then spend the following 7 weeks joyfully finding all the ways
that it is being done?
And I’ll let you in on a little secret: the best way to see God’s will be done is to do some
of it ourselves. God has not called us to be mere bystanders. We are called to action. So
let us spend the rest of Lent asking God to help us discern how we can be a blessing to
others. Then let us spend the 50 days of Easter spreading grace and mercy and blessings
as far and as wide as we can.
With love,
Pastor Rachael
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Listed below are Lectionary passages to reflect upon each week and
an excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship to
open our hearts and minds to embrace the gift of Easter.
April 7: 5th Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8
April 14: Palm/Passion Sunday
Palms: Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11;
Luke 22:14—23:56 or Luke 23:1-49
April 21: Resurrection of the Lord - Easter
Acts 10:34-43, Isaiah 65:17-25; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Corinthians 15:19-26, Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18; Luke 24:1-12
April 28: 2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27; Psalm 118:14-29, Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31

Resurrection faith
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship
(Geneva Press, 2003, 107-108)

Pascha [or Easter] is the central event, the time of transformation, of becoming a resurrected people, God’s new
people. On this Sunday of all Sundays, Pascha, we celebrate our transformation as a new people. When Christ rose
from the grave, death and all other “principalities and powers” that seek to entomb God’s will were forever defeated.
Easter is not simply the miracle of a dead person raised from the grave, but a celebration of power that can shatter
death in order that people can freely serve the God of life. In the resurrection of Christ, God’s awesome purposes
were on display, revealing a radically new world of peace and harmony and equality and mutuality, about which we
can only dream. The Lord of the future has been disclosed to us. Both the incarnation at Christmas and the
resurrection at Easter testify to the lordship of Christ.
On Easter we glimpse a new landscape — the age to come — and experience a sense of holy awe at the significance
of the resurrection for human life. The shape of the age to come reveals a new people of God, a new humanity.
When Christ was crucified, humanity died with him on Calvary. But on Easter morning, a new world was born —
raised up with the crucified and risen Christ. Bursting the bonds of death, the first human being of a new human race,
Jesus Christ, appeared among those who crucified him. In the midst of the old sin-struck world, God gave the world a
new beginning, a new humanity. By faith the old guilt-ridden humanity was born again into the new forgiven
humanity of Jesus Christ. Ever since, here and there, clusters of the new people of God live according to the new
social order of the new age.
Therefore, Easter faith recalls the past, especially the awesome act of God in raising the crucified Christ from the
grave. Easter hope looks to the promised future, to that which awaits us. Easter love celebrates the presence of the
crucified and risen Christ who is now among us, reconciling us as one people. Resurrection faith asserts that by grace
we are born again into the new humanity of Jesus Christ. We are called to new life for God and for neighbors. As
representatives of the new humanity we walk in newness of life.

Holy Week Events
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Maundy Thursday
Service

Good Friday
Service

April 18
Noon
Fellowship Hall

April 19
Noon
Sanctuary

This year on Maundy Thursday, we will gather for an
intimate feast of soup and bread in the Fellowship Hall.
Our worship will focus on opening our hearts to Christ’s
redeeming love and discuss how the disciples’ experience
at the Last Supper can inspire our lives. Please join us as
we celebrate the mystery and wonder of God’s love.

Saturday
April 20

12:30—2:00pm
All Welcome!
The Christian Education and Membership
Committees are teaming up again to host OHPC’s
Annual Easter Egg Hunt. We are asking the
congregation to donate plastic eggs and
individually wrapped small candy (please no
chocolate or anything that melts) to fill over the
next few weeks, and to encourage everyone to
participate. There will also be fun craft activities,
a bounce house for the kids, and we may even
have a visit from the Easter Bunny!

Our Good Friday service will be a combination of
music, visual art, scripture, and
silent reflection that will guide us
as we trace Jesus’ final hours from
Gethsemane to the tomb.

Sunday
April 21
9:15 a.m.
Please see Robert Stull if you are interested in
providing a casserole or a side for this OHPC tradition.

Easter Lilies
It is time to start ordering the beautiful lilies
that light up the sanctuary on the day we
celebrate Christ’s resurrection.
Order forms are available in church and may be
ordered through April 14. Please make your
check payable to OHPC and notate Lilies in the
memo line. The plants are $12 each.
Lilies may be taken home after the Easter
service. Remaining plants will be donated.

Through your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), you can serve people
in your community and around the world by alleviating hunger, rebuilding after
catastrophe, and working with communities to overcome oppression.
If you would like to make a donation, OGHS envelopes will be available in the
pews on Easter Sunday when this annual offering will be dedicated.

Congregational News
SESSION NOTES
•
•
•

•

The Memorial Committee is purchasing new
Friendship Books.
Monthly birthday cakes will be provided by the
Membership Committee.
The Session expressed thanks to Julie Schneider for
the donation of a CD set for the adult Sunday School
class.
Next year, the needs of both working church
members and those who cannot get out in the
evening will be considered in scheduling Ash
Wednesday and Maundy Thursday events.

David Vickers, Clerk of Session
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FINANCIAL NEW$
Thank you to all who have contributed to support our church
activities. As Pastor Rachael gets to know us and leads us in
new directions, we must make sure that the resources are
available to support the activities. To date we are doing as
we usually do at the beginning of the year. One of the big
items that hit the budget this year is the increase in
insurance. The value of our facility has gone up along with
the deductible that is applied to any loss. To ease this,
Session approved a "buy down" on our deductible to ease
the shock if we have a substantial claim.
Remember to contribute "stuff" to the garage sale and help
us work and have fun too. The proceeds from this annual
event have helped us remain in a good financial position.
These proceeds also help support our benevolent giving.

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get To Know Each Other Better
This month the Membership Committee is highlighting one of our long-term members, Ginger Jenson.
Ginger has been a member of OHPC since 1967. She is currently serving her 3rd term as an Elder on the
Session. If you’ve ever wondered who coordinates our monthly communion service - well, this is Ginger,
who has been serving on Music & Worship Committee since 1996. This committee also cleans the
sanctuary and manages the flower calendar among a host of other things. Once a month, Ginger and a
few other volunteers gather to fold, address and stamp the Oak Branch. Have you heard of the “Prayer
Chain?” Well, that starts with Ginger! And how about our Annual Garage Sale? Ginger has manned the
Houseware tables “I don’t know how many years!” She and many of her family work at this major event
year in and year out. These are just a few of the ways Ginger helps out—our space is too limited to list
them all!
Ginger was born in Weslaco, Texas, but moved to San Antonio when she was two years old. She has lived here ever since. She
has four children, seven grandchildren, two step-grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Before retiring in 1992, she
worked as a secretary for a builder, and then got her Real Estate/ Brokers License in 1976. In her spare time, Ginger enjoys
crafts, baking, fishing and planning family get-togethers. She also enjoys going to casinos “once in a while”.
When asked what else she would like her OHPC family to know about her, she said “I love my church!”

Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship
“Our Christian youth are always a pleasure in our lives. Our educated Christian youth must be the
future of America.” - Idalia A. Harmon 1928-2008
OHPC will again be offering scholarships to degree-seeking college students, as well as students enrolled in vocational or
technical programs. The scholarship is not age specific, and young adults as well as mid-career or older adults are
encouraged to apply.
The Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by Ron Harmon in memory of his wife, Idalia. When Ron passed
away in 2017, his son, Ken, requested the name to be changed to the Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund. The
Christian Education Committee administers the program and anyone may contribute to this fund. Church staff, members and
their families are eligible to apply, and the awards will vary in size based on various considerations such as available funds,
number of applicants, degree or certificate sought, etc. For more information regarding the Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial
Scholarship Fund, please see Betty Sneed or contact the church office.

Applications are available in the narthex and the church office. Deadline for applications is June 30, 2019.

Garage Sale Mania
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***OHPC 36th Annual Garage Sale Mania***
Join our local ‘fun-raising’ adventure taking place Saturday, June 1
We are in need of supporters, workers, bakers, donators, transporters, sorters – you name it, we’ll find a spot
for you. Sign up in May.
What does this adventure involve? OHPC needs your old, new, outdated, unwanted, barely used or overused
items for resale.
What sells?
•
•
•
•

FURNITURE – absolutely number 1, especially wood furniture. Why? Because it takes a lot of mugs, books, t-shirts, and
shoes to equal the dollar amount that ONE piece of furniture makes. Upholstery must be in good clean condition to sell
but wood furniture can be refinished or painted over which makes it the top seller. Outdoor furniture also sells quickly.
Silver and gold jewelry ranks number 2 in terms of what we make on 1 item.
Lawn equipment and tools come in as a number 3 seller.
In sheer quantity we need the following: hardware, working appliances, lamps, kitchen items such as dishes, pots and
pans, utensils, holiday decorations, luggage, jewelry, purses, shoes, belts, books, records, DVDs, CDs, tapes, as well as
working computer equipment, flat screen televisions, and stereo equipment, toys, bicycles, sporting equipment, linens
such as sheets, towels, bedspreads, pillows, sewing items, craft supplies, and women’s, men’s, and children’s clothing.

Last year in 2018, we can't figure out what we had the most of or what specifically we did right to make $9,659. Ha! In 2017,
Doris Dallas and Helen Moore donated an enormous amount of furniture when moving which helped us top $11,000 overall!
1st time in double digits! If you need to bring furniture to us now, let me know – I'll find room for it. Three years ago we had
larger than normal donations of silver jewelry and good quality costume jewelry which we appropriately sold for higher
prices. So check out your silver/gold or old jewelry as well and donate it to the church sale.

Do NOT bring us: Any size old tube TVs or any TVs in a wood cabinet. They do
not sell and Salvation Army won't accept them. That includes old tube computer
monitors as well.
What doesn't sell? Non-working large appliances, large desks, torn or dirty
clothing, plastic yogurt or cool whip type cups and containers, carpet scraps,
used candles, Christmas trees, or anything broken.
Disclosers: ALL proceeds go to OHPC.

-Help WantedWe are looking for someone who will supervise clean up after the garage sale this year. Someone who will have
dedicated helpers to help the booths clean up their areas and put the church 'back together'. (Dedicated helpers
could be friends, family, church members, Boy/Girl Scout troop, Honor Society students, anyone needing
community service hours, maybe another church.) Assisting booth members clean up, help take racks back to
storage shed, sweep floors, put fellowship hall back together – tables and chairs set up, set up Blue Room,
Room A ,and the library area for Sunday would be needed. Most everyone who works on Saturday boxes up and
cleans their area and takes down racks but it would help if someone could oversee this clean up. The sale ends at
3 p.m. and usually we're out the door by 5 to 6 p.m. Let the office know if you're this special person!

Results: This is a WIN WIN situation for OHPC and its supporters.
• You win by decluttering.
• Your heirs win by not having to deal with a house full of stuff.
• You win by having fun, meeting new people and reconnecting with old
friends.
• The community wins by getting quality items at below retail cost.
• OHPC wins by having discards turned into ca$h for the church.

STAY TUNED…
Do your items “spark joy?”
-Article submitted by LaVunn Mims,
Our amazing Garage Sale Chair

Study, Fellowship & Service Opportunities
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Sunday Morning Bible Study Resumes!

STITCH IN TIME

Grab some coffee and a donut and join us on Sunday
mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Blue Room. We are viewing
the Great Courses DVD series, The Old Testament, taught
by Professor Amy-Jill Levine. We are currently in the book
of Judges. Discussion follows. Betty Sneed serves as
moderator and discussion leader.

Join us Tuesday, April 9, at 10 a.m., in
Fellowship Hall as we craft various projects for
those in need. If you know someone who
might enjoy the fellowship, invite them along.
For more information, please call:
Bette Kleitches at 210-558-1342 or
Joan Williams at 210-349-2916.

Please note this class welcomes older children, teens and
adults. You are never too young or too old to learn!

Coffee and donuts are available before
Sunday School every week in
Fellowship Hall.
Stop by, get a cup, and say hello!

Card Making Workshop
taught by Jane Smith
Wednesday, April 10, at 1 p.m.
We had so much fun at the first workshop, we’re planning the
next so you can join us! Please join us for a "make and take"
workshop in Fellowship Hall, where you can craft one or several
greeting cards and take them with you to send encouragement
via snail mail! Please sign up on the church bulletin board.

Book Club
We love good books! We meet in the Blue Room on the
4th Tuesday of the month at 11:15 a.m. May’s meeting
will be postponed to June due to Garage Sale set-up.
April 23 The Black Echo by Michael Connelly
June 25 The Woman Who Smashed Codes by Jason Fagone

Want to be a
link in our
Prayer Chain?
Please see
Ginger Jenson for
more info or call
the church office.

CARITAS
The OHPC Caritas team seeks to share Christ’s
love by visiting and sending cards to our
members who are homebound, sick, or facing a
painful life transition. We will sign cards at this
meeting—Tuesday, April 9, at 11 a.m. Come
early and sign during Stitch in Time.

FIESTA

MEDALS
FOR SALE!
The official Guide Dogs for the Blind medals are
available for purchase at $10 each. Proceeds
support the GDB San Antonio Puppy Raising
Program which Patty McCurnin and her current
GDB pup, Donato, train with. Please help this
organization raise wonderful dogs who serve
and empower the vision-impaired. Please see
Patty on Sundays to get yours today!

April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
6:30 pm Bridge

2
10 am NARFE

3
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

4
6:30 pm Building &
Grounds

5

6

7
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship &
Birthday Party

8
6:30 pm Bridge

9
10 am Stitch in Time
11 am Caritas

10
1 pm Card Making
Workshop
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

11

12

13

14 Palm Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 pm Session

15
6:30 pm Bridge

16

17
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

18

19
Noon Good Friday
Service

20
12:30 pm Easter Egg
Hunt

21 Easter Sunday

22
6:30 pm Bridge

23
11:15 am Book Club

26

27

29
6:30 pm Bridge

30

9:15 am Easter
Breakfast
10:30 am
Worship
28
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Noon Maundy
Thursday Service
24
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

25

Birthday blessings to:

Happy Anniversary!

4/6 Anne Speights

4/9 Michael Dunn
4/12 Jack Henson
4/13 Judith Penington
4/16 Placide Mabo
4/17 Asoh Mabo
4/17 Jonas Njifouota
4/21 Delilah Huntley

4/24 Donna Amonett
4/24 Mary Kay Reed
4/29 Francisco Lopez
4/29 Linda Mitchell

Birthday Offering
Our 2nd Quarter birthday
offerings will be dedicated to
Habitat for Humanity. If you
would like to make a donation in
honor or in memory of
someone’s birthday, please note
on your check or envelope,
Birthday Offering.
Thank you for making our
Birthday Offering
an outpouring of love!

4/6
4/9
4/11
4/15

Shantal & Maurice Moto
Ryan & Hannah Moorman
Ed & Bette Kleitches
Joe & Anne Hopkins

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229
210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com
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