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Beloved Family, 

 

Advent is upon us, and I am greatly looking forward to celebrating another 
Christmas at Oak Hills! Advent is a time to look forward to the arrival of Jesus, 
but also a time to look back upon the year, and all it has brought us. Some find 
this time of year delightful, and some are burdened by it. If you are one who 
relishes this season, I pray that your December is especially joyful and that you 
find time to pause every now and then to simply take it all in. If you are one for 
whom this season is difficult, I pray that you find ways to honor your feelings, 
and that you know you are not alone. I pray that we all take time to contem-
plate the magnitude of Jesus’ birth. It is incredible: we are so loved that God 
had to become incarnate among us. The beauty of that strikes me every time I 
hear the song O Holy Night: 
 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,   
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Til He appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 

O night divine, O night, O night Divine… 

Browse Christmas Books 
May each of you feel a thrill of hope and the worth of your soul this Christmas.  

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Christmas Worship  P a g e  2 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Worship, 5:00 pm (see note below) 

Christians use the four Sundays of Advent to prepare themselves to welcome 
the coming of Jesus, both as the babe in the manger and at the end of the world 
when he will return to judge all humankind.  Into the increasing darkness, we 
light candles, adding an additional candle each week.  The days grow shorter 
and nights grow longer.  We long for the light that has come into the world and 
will not be extinguished.  We follow the naming of the candles as Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love and think each week about how to open ourselves to these gifts.  
Prepare your heart with the listed readings. 

 

December 4:   Second Sunday of Advent, Candle of Peace  
Isaiah 11:1-10   From Jesse’s root, a child will come with the spirit of the Lord.  
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  May the king rule with righteousness and defend the poor. 
Romans 15:4-13  Trust God’s promises in Scripture; rejoice and live in hope.  
Matthew 3:1-12  John calls for repentance:  prepare the way of the Lord. 
 

December 11:   Third Sunday of Advent, Candle of Joy 
Isaiah 35:1-10   The desert will blossom; God’s people will return with joy.  
Psalm 146:5-10   The maker of heaven and earth gives justice and reigns forever. 
  or Luke 1:46-55 Mary rejoices in God, who helps the poor and lifts up the lowly. 
James 5:7-10   Be patient; have courage; the coming of the Lord is near. 
Matthew 11:2-11  Jesus praises John, the messenger who has prepared the way. 
 

December 18:   Fourth Sunday of Advent, Candle of Love 
Isaiah 7:10-16  The young woman will bear a child and name him Immanuel.  
   or Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, and save us. 
Romans 1:1-7   Paul greets the saints in Rome; Jesus is the promised Son of God. 
Matthew 1:18-25  Mary is with child; an angel visits Joseph; Jesus is “God with us.” 
 

December 24: Nativity of the Lord:  The Christ Candle 

Isaiah 9:2-7   Light shines on people in darkness; a child has been born for us. 
Psalm 96   Sing a new song to the Lord, all the earth; declare God’s glory. 
Titus 2:11-14   The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  Jesus is born in Bethlehem; angels tell shepherds the good news. 
 

December 25 Christmas Day:  The Light Has Come into the World  
Isaiah 62:6-12  Salvation comes; Jerusalem is restored; the people are redeemed. 
Psalm 97  The Lord reigns over all the earth; light dawns for the righteous. 
Titus 3:4-7  We are justified by the grace of Christ, reborn in the Holy Spirit. 
Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 To you is born this day a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
 

 

Christmas Eve 
Communion and Candle Lighting Service  

5:00 PM 
 

 

Join us as we celebrate the miracle of Christ’s birth. 
 

During this service, we will celebrate Communion and you will have the          
opportunity to light your own Christ Candle along with us. 



P a g e  3 Holiday Happenings 

Christmas and New Year Office Hours 
The church office will be closed December 26 for Christ-

mas and January 2 for New Year’s Day.   

We pray you have a safe and blessed   holiday as you cel-

ebrate with           friends and family.  

     

OHPC Christmas Dinner 
Saturday, December 10 

6:00 PM 

OHPC will be hosting its annual  
Christmas dinner on Saturday,          

December 10.  We are excited to be 
blessed to share a meal with our mem-

bers and friends.  Please complete a 
reservation form and turn it in (there 
will be a basket in the Narthex or you 

can contact the office). The deadline to 
reserve your seat is noon on December 
4th. We are looking forward to sharing a 
meal and spending some time together.                                     

By the way there is no charge for     
dinner, so please join us. 

 

 Poinsettias 
We order poinsettias to 
decorate the sanctuary 
each year.  If you would 

like to help us by purchas-
ing one or more, please make checks 

payable to “OHPC” and mark 
“poinsettias” in the memo line.  The 
plants are $12 each.  You can either 

mail your check or drop it in the offer-
ing plate. Any remaining plants will be 

donated. 

Our own Greg Nussel has 

created a cantata that the 

choir will be presenting  

during worship on Sunday,  

December 11.  Be sure to 

join us for this lovely 

Christmas tradition. 

HO HO Fun! 

Movie Party and Christmas Crafts 

Fun for all ages after worship on Sun-
day, December 18.  There will be a 
Christmas movie com-
plete with popcorn as well 
as tables of Christmas 
crafts. Put on your Santa 
hat and join us for some 
holiday fun! 

Glory to God   

in the Highest 

Casual Christmas! 
With Christmas falling on a Sunday this year, 

let’s extend the Christmas morning feeling  
(and simplify life) with casual attire.  Children 

can come in pajamas and adults are welcome to 
wear comfortable clothing. 



P a g e  4  

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

Commitment Sunday will be December 4. You should 
have received your stewardship letter and pledge card.  
It is important for our planning that you complete the 
card and return it to the church. 

Due to numerous unexpected expenses, 2022 will end 
with a deficit and we will have to dip into our 
reserves.  We are now planning for the 2023 budget 
year.  With the pledges from our congregation, the 
Session will do their best to plan the services and 
programs we can provide for the coming year. Please 
prayerfully consider your expected contribution 

Again, we thank everyone who has 
contributed and Merry Christmas! 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 Christian Education will be hosting a Christmas craft 

and movie after worship on December 18. 
 Buildings and Grounds is taking bids to repair dam-

age left by another plumbing issue. 
 Session agreed to allow the Myanmar congregation 

to use Fellowship Hall and the sanctuary on Christ-
mas Eve and New Year’s Eve. 

 Beginning in January, the Myanmar congregation 
will also use our facilities on Sunday afternoons and 
evenings. 

 

Wishing a very Merry Christmas to one 
and all! 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

 

Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank you all for all the prayers, phone calls, 
love and hugs, and other expressions of sympathy on the recent 
loss of our beautiful and brave great-granddaughter and grand-
daughter, Mallory Salazar and our treasured and brave son and 
brother, Greg Wool. Both had suffered with different diseases, 
Mallory with juvenile onset Tay-Sachs disease and Greg with 
early onset Alzheimer’s. Both were compassionate and precious 
souls and are greatly missed by us and so many others.  Your 
outpouring of love and sympathy has helped us through these 
huge losses.  We are truly blessed! Thank you again. 

Robert Betts & Jan Hamill 

Commitment Sunday—December 4 

The Stewardship Committee wants to re-
mind you that our mission depends on what 
each of us gives to the Church.  The more 
committed and generous we are in our 
pledging and giving, the more amazing 
OHPC will be at creating a better world, a 
world that reflects the love of Jesus Christ! 
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Bible Study & Book Club 

Who is Jesus? 

A new Bible study—coming in January 

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus 
asks his disciples, ”Who do 
you say that I am?”  And 
that’s a very good question 
for us today—who do you 
say Jesus is?  This study 
will be looking at Jesus 
through the eyes of the Gos-
pel writers and the apostle 
Paul, as well as some less-
likely sources, including 
other Abrahamic faiths and 
contemporary cultural inter-
pretations.  As we explore these various views of Je-
sus, we expect to be able to deepen our own individu-
al understanding of who Jesus is. 

For more information or to sign up, call the church 
office or contact Donna Amonett at                          

damonett@gmail.com by December 16. 

OHPC in Mission 

  Angel Tree 

Once again, Oak Hills Presbyterian Church has 
the opportunity to open our hearts and share 
our bounty with those in need.  This year’s   
Angel Tree Project will help the boys and girls at Presbyterian Children’s Home 
and Services, as well as Bexar County Family Services.   

Sunday, December 4 is the due date for all Angel gifts.   
 

 

Stitch in Time and Under the Bridge 
The Stitch in Time ladies have been at it again!  Through-
out the year, Joan Williams, Bette Kleitches, and Debbie 
Kleitches (soon to be Debbie Hartley) have created 220 
sets of hats and scarves that they are donating to the 
Under the Bridge ministry and other organizations that 
serve people in need.  Michael Jensen will be distrib-

uting these lovely gifts as he provides lunches for those folk on December 4. 

BOOK CLUB 
Join us at 11 AM on Thursday, 

December 15 
for a discussion of  

Run, Rose, Run, by Dolly    
Parton and James Patterson 

 
Entertainer Dolly Parton teamed up with best-
selling author James Patterson to create this 
thriller about a young star on the rise and on 
the run.  She has come to Nashville to claim 
her destiny, but the darkness she is fleeing 
might find and destroy her there. 
 

January 19:  

The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek,            
by Kim Michele 
Richardson 
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It’s in the Lyrics 
 

My paternal grandfather, Edward Nussel [1899-1987] bemoaned the baneful quality of modern 
pop music lyrics. “Everything is ‘Baby, Baby’ and then repeated,” he carped, “and it’s terri-
ble!” Grandpa believed popular music had sunk to a new low. Consider the Beatles ’ best-
selling single: 

She loves you, yeah, yeah, yeah 
She loves you, yeah, yeah, yeah 
And with a love like that 
You know you should be glad! 

John Lennon and Paul McCartney, 1963  
 

This song, great due to its rhythmic beat and catchy melody, is now a classic.  Grandpa did not 
appreciate my rejoinder that lyrics in pop music of any era often were trite and 
meaningless.  Consider one of his favorites:  

 

Hello my baby, hello my honey, hello my ragtime gal, 
Send me a kiss by wire, baby my heart's on fire! 
If you refuse me, honey, you'll lose me, then you'll be left alone, 
Oh baby, telephone, and tell me I'm your own! 

Howard and Emerson, 1899 
 

So much for “Baby, Baby” –not much had really changed over the years. Pop 
music waxes and wanes to the idioms of the day but the lyrics are often silly.  
 

Church music is no different. The Presbyterian “Glory to God” hymnal has 
853 hymns of varying quality. The hymnal contains countless classics of poetic 
beauty, including #366: 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down. 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, Pure unbounded love thou art. 
Visit us with thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart! 

     -Charles Wesley, 1747 
 

But other compositions, especially those written in the Post -Vatican-II era, offer trivial,        
repeated lyrics. Consider this gem, in our hymnal as #701:  

 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true. 
And with thanksgiving, 
I will be a living sanctuary for you. 

Thompson & Scruggs, 1982 
  

My predecessor, John Lile, derided the infusion of low -quality hymns into our musicality. He 
labeled pieces such as #701 as “7-11 Music – Seven words, repeated Eleven times.”  John was 
right – this music, although well intentioned, should be avoided.  
 

As your Music Director, I strive to present a program of balanced, mixed music of the ages, but 
always capturing the best in quality. As always, your feedback is appreciated and valued.   
Blessings in abundance to our worshiping community.  
 

Soli Deo gloria! 
 

Gregory Nussel 
Organist and Music Director 
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MEMBERSHIP—Let’s Get To Know One Another Better 
This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting another new 
member of our congregation, Danny Clark. 

Dan was born in Liberty, SC and grew up on a farm there. His father 
died when he was two years old. His mother remarried and the fami-
ly moved to Texas when his stepfather was transferred there. He be-
came an Eagle Scout in 1963 and graduated from high school in 
Houston. Following HS, Dan joined the service. After his discharge, 
he went to college at East Texas State (Now Texas A&M Commerce) 
where he received a BA in Business. 

Dan’s first job was with ARA Services, a catering company where 
he worked for  four years. Following this, Dan has held many other 
positions and has had a variety of careers. He worked for the Coca 
Cola Company in Waco and Corpus Christi. He became an inde-
pendent contractor for this company, moving to Fort Worth for four 
years. He then worked in marketing for the Coca Cola Bottling 
Company in San Antonio. 

After Dan’s wife of 13 years passed away, he raised his two sons and a stepson by himself. 

Dan worked as a supervisor in the U.S. Postal Service for many years. After going back to school and 
receiving an Associate degree in Computer Science, he started a company called DC Computers. His 
son runs this company now.  Dan also started a company with a partner buying and flipping houses 
called JWDC Properties. They did this for 10 years. 

Other highlights of his career include travel to China, where he taught English for a while. He also 
worked for the National Park Service at Glacier National Park for two years. 

Dan’s love of sports led him to become a referee for the National Fast Pitch Softball League, and for in-
ternational Track and Field events as well as for volleyball. 

Now retired, Dan has several rental properties that he manages, but spends most of his time playing 
bridge and poker with friends. He also loves to travel and has a cruise planned for January. 

Dan was introduced to OHPC by his good friend Peggy Hudson. We’re pleased to welcome him to our 
congregation. 

Membership 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. . . And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, “ Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

      -Luke 2: 11, 13-14 



Celebrating Our Heritage  
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Tartans in the sanctuary 

The procession 

Greeting the pipers 

The beadle enters 

Concert in the narthex 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          

  

  1  
12:30 pm Bridge 
 

 

 

2 
 

3 
1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

4 
 

10:30 am Worship 

Commitment Sun-
day 

4-6 pm Guide Dogs 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

8    9 
 

10 
 

 
 
6:00 pm Christmas 

Dinner 

11 
 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Session 
meeting 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

15   11 am 

Book Club 

 

12:30 pm 

Bridge 

16 
 

17 
1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

18 

 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Christmas 
crafts and movie 

4-6 pm Guide Dogs 

19     
 

 

20 
 
 

 

21 
7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 
 

 

22  
12:30 pm Bridge  
 

23 
 

24  
 
 

5 pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 10:30 am  

Worship 

(Pajama  

Day) 

 

 

26 
Office closed 

27 
 

28 
7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

29  
12:30 pm Bridge 

 

 

 

 

30   31 
New Year’s Eve 

December 2022 

 
 

   Birthday blessings to: 
    12/08 Loretta Hodde 

    12/09 Shantal Moto 

    12/09 Emmanuella  Yaje Mabo 

    12/13  Jose Lopez 

    12/13  Fadima Njifouota 

    12/19  Cassill Elliott 

    12/27  Chris Huntley 

  

12/28  Ndengang Amanwi 

12/30 Sandra Goad 
 

 

 

 
Happy Anniversary to: 
12/07 Jennifer & Buddy Myers 

12/28  Sylvie & Elvis Bache 

12/31  Marra & Bryan Clifton 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+dinner+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=christmas+dinner+clipart&id=46AC5B7D71F81AF5F9D58EFA13CEB24FD4B291EC&selectedIndex=2&ccid=jAuyiBW%2f&simid=608002417392878976&thid=OIP.M8c0bb28815bf6a60f58d5073cdf8e75bo0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


