
   
 
 
 
 
 

Dear People of Faith Lutheran, 
 As I drove to North Carolina to officiate at my nephew’s wedding, I was ob-
sessing about this passage. As many brides do, Nicki had chosen this for the Scrip-
ture reading during the ceremony: 
 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. 
 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 
 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 
 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 
 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 
 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 
 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 
 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I 
know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 
love. (1Co 13:1 NRS) 
 

 Paul wrote these words to the people of Corinth, the community of followers 
of Jesus. I totally agree that they are applicable for weddings but as I drove, my 
mind wandered to how do we as followers of Jesus put these words into action.  
During weddings, the love between a man and woman is emphasized. But this is 
not the same kind of love those of us in community share. Our love for one anoth-
er is created by, exemplified by Jesus sacrificial love. In Martin Luther’s explana-
tion of the 10 commandments, each one is carefully spelled out. But then Luther 
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 We are now in our Sunday Summer Worship Schedule (through and in-
cluding September 8.) Our Sunday Worship is at 9:30 am. We will celebrate 
‘God’s Work Our Hands’ day in September as our final joint service. 
 

 We will alternate our style of liturgy as text and personnel.  Mario and 
Michelle will be taking turns selecting the music.  I hope you take some time 
to meet people this summer that you may not see as often through the re-
mainder of our year. 

July Birthdays 

   1   Elizabeth Morgan 

   7  Catherine Holloway 

10   Carroll Creecy 

12   Lacie Beemer 

12   Trevor Brown 

13   Cheryl Scott 

13    Laura Farmer 

16    Jim Lobb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17   Andy Domme 

17   Michael Bukley 

19   Nylah Yarborough 

23   Matthew Lane 

23    Madeline Kotora 

26    Grayson Holcomb 

27    Dale Johnson 
 

From the Desk of Pastor Kaye (con’t) 
 

goes beyond the “thou shall nots”. Luther expands them to the positive aspect, advising us how to live in 
love with one another.  The eighth commandment is one that gives me the most problem. “You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor”. Well of course I wouldn’t tell untruths or lie about any one. But 
the next part is soooo much more difficult: Instead “we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, 
and interpret everything they do in the best possible light” ouch  It is much easier to refrain from something 
than to be proactive. That requires that we put another ahead of ourselves, to be on the lookout for ways of 
lifting them up. Perhaps in a marriage, the close relationship helps thinking of the other, encourages us to 
see the good, defend them and put what they say and do in a positive light.  But what about the person on 
the street who cuts you off, the politician who really opposes all you believe in, your annoying co-worker,  
the person sitting it the pew with you? 
 

 I pray daily to be a kinder, loving person, one who shares grace. My prayer also is that we followers of 
Jesus grow in grace and love each day. 
 
Pr K  

 

THANK YOU  

I would like to thank everyone for all the prayers, flowers and thoughts for Ronnie. We really feel all 
the love from our church family. Special thanks to the ladies for the reception with all the wonderful 
food, if was delicious and so appreciated. 
 -  Linda Womack and family 
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Flat Jesus getting the Word out 
 Our Youth (and many adults) became a “fan” of Flat Jesus and they worked during the youth time to color and 
decorate them too. We will be maintaining a “catalog” of where the 
fan has been, with whom and what type of response we get. Below 
are pictures from after they decorated the fans on June 2. More pic-
tures of where Flat Jesus traveled with our members on Page 5 
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Looking to the Future 

 - At our annual congregational meeting in late 2019, we will be electing a new Financial Secretary. 
Thanks to Meggin Holcomb who is concluding her 4th year in this position. If you have an interest in 
serving in this position for Faith Lutheran Church, contact us now so we can provide an overview of 
the responsibilities and allow you to get some On the Job Training during the next months leading 
up to the election. 
 - Our semi-annual Blood Drive is set for Monday, September 9. Just wanted to let you know … we’ll 
need help in providing the site that allows many go “give the gift of life”.  That is the day after “God’s 
Work … Our Hands” day at Faith.  

Bishop Humphrey coming to Faith—July 21, 2019 
 

 Who is Bishop Robert Humphrey?  He was elected to a six-year term in 2017, having 
previously served as Pastor of Muhlenberg Lutheran Church, in Harrisonburg, VA, 2010-
2017; Grace Lutheran Church, in Waynesboro, VA, 1990-2010 and Zion Lutheran Church, 
in Waynesboro, VA, 1981-1988. He also served as a counselor at Valley Pastoral Counsel-
ing Center, in Waynesboro, VA, 1989-1990. 

 Bishop Humphrey graduated from The University of Richmond with a Bachelor of Arts 
double major in History and Political Science in 1977 and from Lutheran Theological South-

ern Seminary with a Master of Divinity in 1981. He interned at Hothorpe Hall in England in 1979-80. He also 
enjoyed post-graduate studies in Counseling at The University of Virginia from 1989-90. Over the years he 
has also served in a variety of civic and church leadership roles. 

 Bishop Humphrey has been married to Barbra T. Humphrey since 1977. They live in Harrisonburg, VA. 
They have a daughter, Jill, who is married to Johan Grimsrud and two grandchildren. 
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Vacation Bible School is coming! 
 

Who: All children ages 3 years to rising 6th graders 
 

When:  July 15-18, 6:00-8:15pm 
 

Where: Faith Lutheran Church 
 

Our theme this year is Yes, Jesus Loves Me!  We will explore 
not only how God loves us but also how we can show our love 
for God and others.  We are excited to have lessons, crafts, 

games, and snacks to go along with our theme each day.   
 

Please sign up on the table in the Narthex or on our Sign Up 
Genius shortcut: http://bit.ly/VBS_Signup 

 

If you have questions, please contact Kate Hoffstaetter 
(876-9337) or Maggie White (675-2549). 

 

If you are interested in volunteering as a youth or an adult, 
you may sign up in the Narthex or on the Sign Up Genius 

shortcut. 
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Spotlight on Faith 

Where has Flat Jesus been seen in our Community?  
Great job so far 
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In the tomato patch at the 
Brooks’ home 

Anthony Farmer enjoying the pool with 
Flat Jesus 

In the VW with Rebekah 
and R.J. Brooks, “on the 

road again” 

On the Shores of Kerr Lake, North 
Carolina, with his friend, Libby 

Helping Kate as she packs up 
at the end of the school year 
and she moves to a different 

classroom 

Pr. Kaye and Kate share the excitement 
of our Synod Assembly with Flat Jesus. 

Pr. Kaye, Bishop Humphrey and 
Kate enjoying Synod Assembly with 

Flat Jesus 
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From Kate Hoffstaetter, our 
congregation’s representative 

 

Faithful, Serving, Bold  
Hebrews 10:23 

 

 This month, I was able to attend the Synod Assembly at Roanoke College.  This was my first 
time attending and I really did not know what to expect—except that the food would be 
good—Tim’s raved about that for a while now!  This was the first year using a new 2-day for-
mat (it had been 3 days in previous years) and there were mixed reviews from those who had 
attended in the past. 
 It turns out; the Synod Assembly is pretty amazing.  Yes, there was business and some 
voting that had to be taken care of but more than that it was an opportunity to connect with 
people from churches across the state to find out about their struggles and successes.  I would 
love the opportunity to come together more often and learn from each other and share ideas.  
I was impressed at the variety of ages that were represented both the lay members and the 
clergy.  There were pastors who were celebrated for 50 plus years of service to those who 
were just recently ordained. This was my first time hearing Bishop Humphrey preach; he’s very 
down to earth and funny!  He was also willing to pose for a picture with flat Jesus! Toward the 
end of the event, the youth—who were having their own assembly—joined us and shared 
their thoughts.  It brought tears to my eyes to hear them talk about that they are not the fu-
ture of the church—they along with us are the church! 
 The second part of the assembly that I really enjoyed was hearing about all the different 
opportunities to serve within our synod.  There were some programs I was familiar with and 
others I had never heard of.  Like, Grace Inside, a prison ministry founded nearly 100 years ago 
or National Lutheran Communities and Services, which provides services and housing for sen-
ior living.  There is a program for young adults to 
serve abroad for a year in places like Madagascar, 
South Africa, and Europe.  There is a newly found-
ed campus ministry, a network to keep out college 
aged students involved and help them find 
churches to attend in their college communities.  
This year, a group of young adults, request funds 
to help start a group for themselves where they 
can connect—or reconnect—with other young 
adults who are transitioning from college into ca-
reers.  The overriding theme from a number of 
the speakers, including the Bishop, was the need 
to focus on being inclusive to all. 
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Kairos 2019 
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How the Synod Describes Kairos 
…  is our annual week-long faith formation event for youth who will be in 9th-12th grades in the coming fall. 
It is a chance for youth who are already committed to a life of faith to be part of a unique Christian communi-
ty for an entire week, to have a fresh experience of the grace and presence of God in that community, and to 
develop habits for discipleship that can be taken home as they live out their baptismal call to follow Jesus. 
Kairos is different from our weekend events in that congregations do not send advisors with youth; the event 
staff serves as small group leaders and dorm advisors for the week. “Kairos” is the New Testament Greek 
word for “special time.” It is used whenever God’s people want to talk about a time of change, of renewal, of 
God’s special work in the believer and the community.  

How the Youth of Faith Lutheran Church Describe Kairos 
 

 Hi, I am Sean Klein and Kairos was an amazing experience this year. From meeting new people to seeing 
old friends, I enjoyed every second of it. The theme “Turning the Tables” was a great theme and strength-
ened my faith. Overall I enjoyed myself and I cannot wait to go back. 
 

Allison Whitener  
 Kairos was a life changing event for me. It helped me grow in the ways of God. The people that surround-
ed me this past week I will never forget, they showed me that God is always there for you and helped me dis-
cover a new and better me. I encourage whoever is thinking of going to a youth event to go because it 
changed my life.  
 

Tim Hoffstaetter  
 Ok first of all this is one of the hardest things I have ever been asked to do. I am being asked to describe a 
life-changing, faith changing, indescribable type of event. But I will do my best 4 you (O O O). So here I go. 
 Ok, so first things first WOW. Kairos this year was amazing and I had the best week of my life. All of that 
being said, this year was not a normal Kairos for me, as I was on the planning team which we want to now be 
called the theme team but anyways continuing on. Being on the theme team was one of the greatest experi-
ences in my life. It brought me so close to this amazing group of youth and we worked very well together and 
got all of our stuff done very efficiently, even with me cracking jokes all the time. So we arrived at Roanoke 
on the Thursday before Kairos. We did this so we can get everything done on time. And let me tell you last 
year I thought Dave had this magic machine that hung up all the bags, signs, delivered all the clips, shirts, and 
even set up the set. Well, this year I learned that the planning team was that magical machine. It was a lot of 
work but believe me, it was so rewarding and it made me even more grateful to be a part of the planning 
team. 
 So by the time Sunday arrived and everything was done, we were excited for people to start arriving. 
When they did start to arrive another thing I did not realize the planning team does was they help people 
with their bags to their room. On Sunday we also wear our planning team shirts and let me tell you those 
shirts have some sort of special power because I had so many people come up to me and say hi, ask how I 
was doing, and a few asked about the theme and stuff about the skits that I can't tell them. Being on plan-
ning team is another big reason why I made so many new friends. 
 By the end of Sunday when it is lights out and everyone else goes to bed, the planning team has to stay 
up and do the rest of the stuff I thought that magical machine does, like delivering warm and fuzzies, while 
also debriefing on the day with Dave, the summer intern Sammy, our amazing Chaplin Meredith Williams, 
and the rest of our adult advisors. So as you can imagine we stayed up very late every night. 

Continued, pg 8 
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Junior High Servant Event coming 

 Junior High Servant Event is a week-long servant event for Youth who 
have completed the 6th, 7th, or 8th grade, and their adult advisors and 
focuses on learning about the needs of others, serving and growing in 
faith. We spend the week together experiencing the Christian life through 
worship, fellowship, and service. Of course, being in Virginia Beach, we 
will also spend some time having fun at the water’s edge.  

Here is a picture from last year’s participants. 

How the Youth of Faith Lutheran Church Describe Kairos—con’t 
 

Tim Hoffstaetter 

 Along with all of that stuff, we still have to deliver our skits the next days. I would also like to mention I 
only forgot my line once and it was the last day and it was the last two words of my line. But anyway because 
of that it made me really appreciate all of my other team members, because we all worked so hard this week 
to memorize lines, to get everything done, and to make it the best kairos ever. 
 This appreciation spilled out into everything because this was my last Kairos and I am very sad that I can't 
go as a youth anymore. But like I said this made me appreciate everything else just a little bit more. Like all 
the really small things like every high five while welcoming people to large group, every squeeze of the hand 
after a prayer, every hug of a friend, all the swaying we did, every friendship formed and deepened, every 
warm and fuzzy I received, I just really appreciated everything a lot more. 
 Ok and to bring it all full circle the hardest thing for me all week was giving my faith testimony after a skit. 
I was so nervous to talk about my faith in front of about 150 youth and adults, but I gave it and I was hugged 
so many times afterward, I got so many compliments, and even people I don’t know tell me that they related 
to it so well and are so thankful that someone else is going through the same thing they are. The best thing 
about me giving my testimony was actually at the very end of it when I get to say very dramatically small 
groups, I have been wanting to say that since my first winter cell. Thank you for your time and I hoped I did a 
good job to answer the question of how was Kairos for me. 

Available in the Community 

 We have received an invitation to a Sentara Hospice Services sponsored “Art Therapy Grief Group”, FREE 
and open to ANYONE in the community dealing with grief due to the loss of a loved one. 

It starts July 31 (Wednesday) and meets for 6 consecutive weeks (no 
meeting on September 4), from 6:30—8:00 pm. The group will meet at 
Ebenezer United Methodist Church, 1589 Steeple Drive (just 3 miles north 
of Faith). The Art Therapist is Ashley Ruggerio. 

Space is very limited and registration is required. Contact Dean Nowotny, 
Bereavement Coordinator, at 757-553-3140 or email 
dmnowotn@sentara.com to reqister or if you have any questions. 

 


