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Mission Statement  
God calls each of us to share and grow in Christ within the church and throughout the community. 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
 

Your council spent about 8 hours this past weekend for a “retreat”. I 
think that is kind of an odd name because, believe me, there was no re-
treat, no getting away from it all. Instead, they (we) jumped right into 
the middle of church stuff.  
 

Friday night we contemplated the promises we make when we affirm 
our Baptism: live among God’s faithful people, hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s Supper; proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of 
Jesus; to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. These are the same 
ones our parents make for us when we are baptized as children. With 
these promises as our starting point, we talked about the reality: what 
does this look like as we live out our discipleship in the world today. As a 
reference point we used the 7 faith practices: worship, pray, read/study 
Scripture, encourage, invite, serve and give. 
 

Saturday morning our discussion was specific: how do we as the congre-
gation of Faith Lutheran Church live out these promises and what 
should  we focus on for this year of transition. The Council takes very se-
riously that we as a congregation must continue to “build up the Body 
of Christ”.  
 

 I will leave to the council members to share with you the outcome of 
our planning session and where council plans to focus for this year. But 
be assured that the Holy Spirit is at work within you, us, individually and 
corporately. Scott Burch, Allison VanPeeren, Jeremy Fehrman, Meggin 
Holcomb, Missy Rhoads, David Ball, R.J. Brooks, Deb Gallaher, Charlie 
Griffin, Kate Hoffstaetter, Tim Hoffstaetter, Denise McAlpine, James 
Speitel, and Al Whitener are faithfully, actively engaged in leading this 
congregation, lifting up all members and serving our God. 

(continued, pg 2) 
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Financial Thanks 
 A huge THANK YOU! to our congregation at Faith!  Because of your generous giving we had a very strong 
December and finished out the year with a positive balance of $1488.80.  Giving in December was 
$25,578!  Thank you all for your continued support of our church! I look forward to an exciting year ahead as 
we continue to support all of the great work that we do here at Faith Lutheran. 

 

Thank you, 
Meggin Holcomb, Financial Secretary 

From the Desk, continued from pg 1 
 Please take time to speak to any (as many as possible) about what is going on, where the Spirit is leading. 
AND please prayerfully consider how you might take an active role in the life of the church. Just as surely as 
God led the Israelites through the wilderness, God is leading us forward into the reign of God. Not with 
clouds of fire, but with His Holy Word, the Eucharist, the community and fellowship and faithful leaders.  

 

To God be the Glory! 
 

+Pastor Kaye+ 

Church Council Report 
Members of Faith Lutheran, 
 We have taken our first steps of our pastor transition.  On February 6th and 10th, at the end of each ser-
vice, we will hold a congregational vote.  Per our constitution, we will elect 6 members to form a pastoral call 
committee. I would like to thank all of those who stepped forward to offer their time and efforts, and volun-
teer to serve. The number of people offering to serve, speaks volumes about our congregation. 
Once the 6 members are elected, the call committee will start the process. 
 The first step will be send out the pastoral questionnaire to all Faith Lutheran members. This question-
naire is your opportunity to voice your input. The questionnaire is designed to gather information about the 
characteristics we desire in our new pastor.  This also serves to inform potential pastors about our church 
and congregation.  The questionnaire is designed by the Virginia Synod. 
 The call committee will work with the Bishop’s office throughout the entire process. Due to the sensitive 
nature of their work, we ask that you limit your questions to the committee members. The committee will 
keep the rest of us, informed, and up to date, as they are able. 
 It is also my pleasure to inform the congregation, that we ended the year in the Black (see below)! In Oc-
tober of last year the finance team informed us that our finances were in the red. Thanks to all of you, we 
ended the year with a slight surplus. This once again demonstrates the commitment of our congregation. 
 As we begin this year of transition, I would encourage all of our members to spend time to get to know 
Pastor Kaye. I have had the opportunity myself, and I find her to be a funny, transparent, and very devout 
christian. It is truly a blessing that she has offered to help guide us through this transition. 
As your president for 2019, I would encourage you to pose any questions, or concerns, to myself or any other 
council members. Kirby Stiening has taken control of our website. In the near future, he will posting pictures 
of all council members, to be shown on the screens in the front of the church. Shh, The council members 
don't know that little fact yet. 
 At the end of this long winded letter, I want to thank all those who serve in the various positions that al-
low our church to function. Pastor Kaye has remarked to me that she has never been involved with a church, 
that has people step up to the plate, as ours does.  May we continue in that tradition. 
Scott Burch, Council President 2019 
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February / March  Birthdays 

FEBRUARY 
8   Mary Ann Karnuth 
9   Bev Larson 
9 Pauline Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
 

11  Anthony  MacCumbee 
16 Connor Haines 
17 Sean Klein 
25 Arnold Ferguson 
28 Carol Ferguson  
MARCH 
2 Gloria Creecy 
3 Jay Holden 
5 Linda Womack 

6 Hannah Lobb 
9 Austin Stone 
13 Dana MacMurray 
14 Johnathan  Buckley 
16 Jameson Couser 
18 Amy Couser 
19 Allison Larson 
24 Mary Ann Rochow 
26 Jackie Reth 

27 Madelyn Buckley 
28 Missy Rhoads 
30   Claire Moores 

Website Update started 
By Kirby Steining, Webmaster 

Why change the website? 
 The current website was established about 15 years ago and web design has changed a great deal over 
the years.  Council approved a re-design in 2018 and that process is now beginning. 
 We hope to have the first version of the new website online by the end of February.  The plan is to keep 
as much of the "old" content and feel while offering a more modern look. Hopefully this will allow members 
and visitors to have a better experience.  The new software is provided at no additional cost! 
 Our software provider has ten potential site designs.  We have chosen the Majesty design.  See below or 
you can see a sample of this design by going to 
   http://help.cloversites.com/customer/portal/articles/2935915 
 
If we decide at a future time that a different design is better we can change the website. 
 There is a new section on the current website, at the bottom of the menu, called “Under Construction.” 
This will serve as a way to keep the congregation updated as the re-design proceeds.  It is password protect-
ed with the same password as the Member Portal,  GowithGod 
 There is also a new link on the contact page which will allow you to send an e-mail with comments spe-
cific to the website to a separate mailbox or you can send an e-mail directly to webflcsuffolk@gmail.com 

From Amusing Grace, the Funny Side of Faith  
by Jonny Hawkins 

http://help.cloversites.com/customer/portal/articles/2935915chnage
mailto:webflcsuffolk@gmail.com
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Winter Celebration 2019 

Matthew Lane enjoying the music and singing at Winter Cel. 

Above, left:  a beautiful perspective of our crew at Winter Cel outside of the cafeteria.  Above, right: Tim 
Hoffstaetter answering questions for the quizzes they do with random facts! 

Above: Katie Smith and Aaron 
Belcher with friends! 



Winter Celebration—2019 

PAGE 5 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURC H NEWSLETTER,  FEBRUARY 2019  



PAGE 6 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURC H NEWSLETTER,  FEBRUARY 2019  

 Events for February  

6 Feb—After Wednesday Worship 
Call Committee Elections 

11 Feb 6:30 PM 
Finance Committee 

15 Feb—5:30 pm. All Women of Faith 
invited for dinner, then Retreat!! 

7 Feb 10:00 AM 
Smircle—Bev Larson’s home 

12 Feb—NO BIBLE STUDY—Pastor Kaye 
at continuing education session 

18 Feb 6:30 PM 
Church Council Meeting 

8-10 Feb—Fri 5:30 pm dinner then 
Men’s Retreat, Outer Banks, NC 

13 Feb—NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP -
Pastor Kaye at continuing education 
session 

 

10 Feb—after both services. Election for 
our Call Committee 

14 Feb 6:30 PM 
Prayer Shawl 

 

Our Gang at Winter Celebration 

Winter Cel 2019.  From Left, Sean Klein, Emily Farmer, Aaron Belcher, Katie Smith, 
James Shiels, Tammy Lane, Ethan Ferguson, Matthew Lane and Tim Hoffstaetter.   
Another successful journey, thank you so much to our chaperones, Tammy Lane and 
James Shiels for assisting our youth as they grow in community and faith! 
 
Maggie White 


