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Wow!! Is it May already?  This year has flown by and I am amazed at 

all God has done through The Wesley Foundation at Georgia Southern 

University!  This has been a year of transition since I came on board as 

the new director and we began installing a new model for ministry to 

the students at Georgia Southern University and East Georgia College. 

A week before classes started a group of student leaders gathered 

to meet and plan what the Fall Semester would look like and to pray 

for God’s guidance and direction as we began a new chapter in the 

ministry of the Wesley Foundation.  Here are a few highlights of what’s 

happened over the past year:
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This year I have been blessed to see God move in the hearts and lives of students from across our state.  While 

all of this is exciting, none of this would have been possible without our student leaders!  They have put their 

hearts, souls, and time into seeing students reached for the sake of Jesus Christ.  I couldn’t be more proud to be 

a part of this team of student leaders and can’t wait to see what God is going to do through them not only in the 

next year, but as they leave Georgia Southern with a degree in their hand and God’s fire in their heart to change 

the world! At Wesley we truly are teaching, equipping, and challenging students to become faithful followers of 

Jesus Christ and as Erk Russell once said, “You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet.”

Each Wednesday over the course of the Fall and Spring Semesters stu-

dents gathered for worship in the Wesley Chapel where we lifted our voic-

es and our hearts to God in praise. It’s a powerful thing to see students 

sing, pray, and lift each other up in worship each week as they work to 

build a new community.  Their efforts resulted in Wesley averaging 85 stu-

dents in worship each week.  This year we had six students accept Christ 

as their Lord and Savior, four students professed their faith in Jesus Christ, 

and six students recommitted their lives to Christ publicly by remember-

ing their baptisms.  All this because a small group of students gathered 

together and trusted God to lead them into the future God had for Wesley.  

wednesday nights

At Wesley our focus has been on creating lasting relationships for mis-

sions. With that focus in mind we had 25 students serve at Rebecca’s 

Café, 15 students use their Spring Break to serve in the Dominican Repub-

lic,  69 students also served at the Downtown Statesboro Development 

Authority’s Homes For Heroes project, and this is just the beginning!  We 

will continue to serve with these agencies and groups into the future in 

hope that we can be a transforming presence not only for campus, but for 

our community and world! 

mission work

While worship attendance grew, so did participation in our Communi-

ty Groups. Community groups are small groups that meet in student’s 

apartments or the Wesley House to study the Bible, grow together, and 

support one another throughout the year.  During the Fall Semester our 

Community Groups read through the Gospel of John and throughout the 

Spring they focused on topics ranging from an overview of the Bible, a 

study of James, to dealing with anxiety and depression. These groups are 

equipping students to not only engage in scripture and study, but to en-

gage one another on a deeper level.  This year we had 84 students in 

Community Groups and look forward to launching more in the Fall! 

community groups

God bless and Hail Southern, 
Jonathan Smith


