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SESSION 3

Forgive

The Point
Forgiveness restores and strengthens relationships .

The Passage
Matthew 18:21-28,32-33

The Bible Meets Life 
Sometimes we’re better off paying a higher price .

 >  Ever bought the generic brand of peanut butter, only to discover you should’ve 
paid the higher price to get something that actually tasted like peanut butter?

 >  Ever bought a cheap appliance, only to replace it a year later because its low 
price was matched by its low quality?

 >  Ever tried to save some money by staying in an inexpensive hotel room, only to 
discover management kept prices down by not investing in bug extermination?

A lot of things come at a high price, but they’re worth it . I’d put forgiveness in that “high-
priced” category . But even though it can be costly, forgiveness is a great investment 
in any relationship . Forgiveness is the stuff of healthy marriages, healthy families, 
and healthy churches . Relationships grow when we let go of a hurt, a wound, or a 
critical remark . 

As you examine Jesus’ story of the unforgiving servant, allow the Word of God to run 
through you, removing any remnants of unforgiveness .

The Setting
Jesus had just given instructions as to how to deal with believers who sin against 
other believers (Matt . 18:15-20) . While reconciliation was the goal, Jesus’ instructions 
anticipated there would be times when the sinner might not be willing to be reconciled 
and the church would need to discipline that person . In light of Jesus’ instructions, the 
disciple Peter had a question concerning exactly how many times he was required to 
forgive a fellow believer who sinned against him .
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T HE P OIN T Forgiveness restores and strengthens relationships.

5 MINUTES

GET INTO THE STUDY
DISCUSS: Question #1 on page 97 of the 
PSG: “When was the last time it cost you 
a lot to fix something?”

GUIDE: Direct group members to “The 
Bible Meets Life” on page 98 of the PSG . 
Introduce the importance of forgiving 
others by reading or summarizing the text 
or by encouraging group members to 
read it on their own .

ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): Use the 
forgiveness scale option on page 127 
of this Leader Guide to illustrate the 

importance of forgiveness .

GUIDE: Call attention to “The Point” on page 98 of the PSG: “Forgiveness restores 
and strengthens relationships.”

ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): In advance, prepare the video for Matthew West’s 
“Forgiveness” for group members . After the video, ask for their responses to the 
message of the song .

NOTE: A video option can be found at BibleStudiesForLife .com/AdultExtra .

PRAY: Transition into the study by asking God to help group members identify those 
they need to forgive and seek forgiveness from . Thank Him for the forgiveness He has 
given us through Jesus .
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Matthew 18:21-22
21 Then Peter approached him and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? As many as seven times?” 
22 “I tell you, not as many as seven,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven.”

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:21-22 on page 99 of  
the PSG .

RECAP: We’re going to look at a parable where Jesus spoke about forgiveness, 
but He told the parable in response to a curious question Peter asked . Since Peter 
was a leader among the twelve apostles, he often spoke for the group . All the 
disciples may have been wondering about this question, but we know Peter was 
the one who asked if there was a quota on grace . How many times are we called 
to let the same person slide off the hook? A legit question . 

Peter proceeded to speculate at the answer to his own question . He filled in 
the blank with the number seven, the number of completeness . The rabbis of 
that day challenged people to overlook an offense up to three times . Three 
strikes and you’re out . To Peter’s way of thinking, he was being generous . 
Forgiving someone seven times more than doubled the cultural expectations 
for grace . Peter upped the ante on grace, doubling the “grace” of the 
religious leaders and even raising the bar an extra notch beyond that .

DISCUSS: Question #2 on page 99 of the PSG: “What can happen when we 
forgive someone?” 

GUIDE: Use the commentary for the verses on the next page of this Leader Guide 
to help explain Jesus’ response to what Peter thought was a generous offer .

SUMMARIZE: Peter was probably feeling pretty good about himself in this 
moment, perhaps like we might feel giving a waitress a $50 tip on a $20 dinner . In 
these rare moments of bigheartedness, we like to pat ourselves on the back . 

Jesus surely stunned Peter with His response: “I take your seven and raise 
it seventy fold .” Jesus is saying the grace you offer others should have no 
limits . Few people are ever offended 50, 60, or 70 times by the same person 
in a short time . The Lord is exaggerating here for effect, creating a ridiculous 
scenario to capture the attention of the disciples . He’s essentially saying: just 
keep forgiving .

TRANSITION: Forgive—and keep forgiving . In the next verses, we see that we 
should also remember that God forgave us .

STUDY THE BIBLE

10 MINUTES

ALTERNATE QUESTION:

How dependent is 
your forgiveness 
on someone 
else’s apology?
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T HE P OIN T Forgiveness restores and strengthens relationships.

Matthew 18:21-22 Commentary
[VERSE 21] Peter had just heard Jesus teaching His 
followers to seek reconciliation when wronged by 
other believers (Matt. 18:15-20). Verse 21 begins with 
a word that means “then” or “at that time,” showing 
us that Peter’s question was probably prompted by 
what he had just heard Jesus say. The Lord’s words 
stirred an important follow-up question in Peter’s 
heart. Peter wanted to know how far Jesus expected 
him to go in forgiving, especially when the other 
person repeated the offense. As Peter would learn, 
believers must forgive and keep on forgiving.

Peter asked specifically about how to respond to a 
brother or sister who sinned against him repeatedly. 
Though the principle Jesus taught in this passage 
applies to how Christians are to forgive all people, it 
speaks most directly to how Christians are called to 
forgive one another. 

Peter had his own idea about how far forgiveness 
needed to go. He may have known that some rabbis 
of his time taught that you should forgive someone 
as many as three times for the same offense, but  
no more. Peter, realizing that Jesus was calling 
believers to practice forgiveness in a greater way, 
asked where the new line was to be drawn. When 
he asked Jesus if he should forgive others as many 
as seven times, he was trying to find the higher 
standard Jesus required. 

[VERSE 22] Jesus answered Peter by telling him 
that believers must always practice forgiveness, 
no matter how many times others sin against them. 
Believers can’t draw a line at any number of offenses 
and claim that forgiveness is no longer the disciple’s 
way of dealing with being wronged. The number 
Jesus gave in His reply to Peter can be translated 
“seventy-seven times” or “seventy times seven,”  
but the specific number doesn’t change the meaning 
of His answer. For the Christian, forgiveness must  
be unlimited.  

Teachers of this passage must be mindful of how 
some learners may misunderstand or misapply 
its message. Jesus was not teaching Christians to 
remain in abusive relationships. Christians are called 
to accept moments of mistreatment from the lost in 
the process of sharing the gospel, but not to resign 
themselves to being dehumanized or endangered 
by another person’s constant abusive behavior. 
When a believer ends a destructive relationship, 
forgiveness remains a critical issue. Staying in an 
abusive relationship and seeking reconciliation may 
not be wise or safe. Forgiving the offender in the 
privacy of one’s own heart allows the injured person 
to make peace with the past and move forward in 
life. LifeWay offers an excellent resource for those 
dealing with these issues. Making Peace with Your 
Past by Tim Sledge offers practical help for those 
who need to learn the difference between forgiving 
and surrendering to abuse. 

As one commentator notes, with the extending of 
forgiveness to the brother or sister who wrongs the 
believer, there is the expectation that the offending 
party will respond in genuine repentance with a 
corresponding change in behavior. However, if the 
brother or sister fails to do so, then the process Jesus 
outlined earlier in vv. 15-18 may be acted upon.1  
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STUDY THE BIBLE

Matthew 18:23-27
23 “For this reason, the kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who 
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle 
accounts, one who owed ten thousand talents was brought before him. 
25 Since he did not have the money to pay it back, his master commanded that 
he, his wife, his children, and everything he had be sold to pay the debt. 26 “At 
this, the servant fell facedown before him and said, ‘Be patient with me, and 
I will pay you everything.’ 27 Then the master of that servant had compassion, 
released him, and forgave him the loan.”

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:23-27 on page 100 of  
the PSG .

DO: Direct group members to Engage with “Forgiving Others” on page 101 of 
the PSG (page 127 in this Leader Guide) to help them apply the principles of 
forgiveness from this session .

RECAP: Every preacher knows the power of storytelling . Logic and reason can 
appeal to an audience, but nothing captures a crowd like an imaginative tale . 
People lean in and listen to a well-told story, and Jesus was the master narrator . 

To drive home His shocking “seventy times seven” statement to Peter, Jesus 
told a parable . This was not an actual story, but an illustration of the truth 
Jesus wanted to teach . The parable is about a man with a major debt crisis . 
He owed the king a crazy amount of cash and had no means of paying it off . 
When the king called in the note, the indebted man fell face down on the 
ground, begging his master to give him additional time to pay it all back .

GUIDE: Use the commentary for the verses on the next page of this Leader Guide 
to help explain the vast amounts forgiven in the parable .

RECAP: In an astonishing act of grace and mercy, the king relieved the man of his 
responsibility and pardoned the debt . All of it . Similarly, our debt of rebellion and 
offense against God is so huge it is an impossible feat for us to pay off the debt . 
But Jesus paid the debt in full for us, and God has forgiven the debt . We do not 
deserve forgiveness, but God in His grace and mercy has extended forgiveness 
to us through Jesus . We are free! 

DISCUSS: Question #3 on page 102 of the PSG: “What are some obstacles that 
hinder us from forgiving others?” 

TRANSITION: In the next verses, we see that we must forgive because God 
forgave us .

10 MINUTES

ALTERNATE QUESTION:

How are grace and 
mercy connected 
to forgiveness?
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T HE P OIN T Forgiveness restores and strengthens relationships.

Matthew 18:23-27 Commentary
[VERSE 23] Forgiveness of others stems from the 
fact that God has forgiven the believer. In order 
to present this truth in a way His disciples could 
understand, Jesus told them a parable about the 
need for forgiveness. Jesus often introduced 
parables by saying He was making a comparison 
between a familiar life experience of His hearers 
and the lesson He wanted to teach them about 
God’s kingdom (Mark 4:30). Jesus’ use of the term 
the kingdom of heaven indicates that the following 
parable relates to how believers are to behave. 

Jesus told a story about a servant’s accountability to 
his king. A king in Jesus’ time had absolute authority 
over his subjects, the right to make any decision 
about them, including the choice of sparing or taking 
their lives. Jesus said that a king wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants—to settle the debts they 
owed him. In this parable, the king represents God. 
The first words of this story remind us of the authority 
God has over all people. They also teach us that a 
time is coming when each of us will give an account 
to God about how we lived our lives. 

[VERSES 24-25] One of the king’s servants owed 
him ten thousand talents. Though there are differing 
ideas about the exact value of a talent as a unit of 
money, it is generally agreed that 10,000 talents 
represents an astronomical figure that no one could 
hope to repay. This incredible sum represents the 
debt each of us as sinners owes to God, a debt so 
large that we have no hope of paying it off. 

[VERSE 26] Realizing how grave his situation was 
and that he was about to reap the consequences 
of being so deeply in debt to the king, the servant 
attempted to bargain with his king. Frantic to keep 
himself and his family from being sold into slavery, 
this servant made promises he had no way to keep. 
He had no hope of paying back so tremendous a 
sum. No amount of patience on the part of the king 
would give this servant enough time to deal with his 
debt. He fell facedown before his master, showing 
that the servant recognized his king’s authority and 

his own helpless position. He realized this was not 
a conversation between equals. His master had all 
the power and the servant had nothing with which 
to bargain. He begged his king to be patient with 
him. He did not ask the king to forgive his debt, most 
likely because he could not imagine so great a gift 
being offered to him. 

[VERSE 27] Jesus described three important 
aspects of the master’s response to his servant’s 
desperate pleas for patience. First, He described 
the master’s attitude toward the servant kneeling 
before him. The master had compassion on his 
hopelessly indebted servant. Compassion translates 
a very rich Greek word that means literally, “to be 
moved in the bowels.” In Jesus’ day many people 
considered the digestive system to be the place 
where we experience our deepest human emotions, 
positive and negative. That description of a profound 
feeling may seem strange to us, but many of us have 
felt sensations in our stomach or intestines in an 
emotionally intense moment. Having compassion 
means that the master was moved deeply by 
the desperate state of his servant. He allowed 
his servant’s hopelessness to stir his heart in an 
understanding and merciful way. This same word is 
often used to describe Jesus and His attitude toward 
the needs of people. Jesus acted on his compassion 
by ministering to the person or people in need. 

In this parable, the master’s compassionate attitude 
motivated him to act in mercy. The master released 
his servant from the sentence of slavery his 
indebtedness had rightly earned him. The master 
also forgave the unpayable loan. Another form of 
the Greek word translated forgave is often used in 
the New Testament to describe God’s forgiveness of 
our sins. Paul used the word when he wrote of God 
canceling our infinite debt to Him through our trust in 
Jesus. God has looked upon our hopeless condition, 
has felt great compassion, and has acted in mercy. 
Through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, God has 
released us from the consequences of our sins and 
forgiven our unpayable debt.
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STUDY THE BIBLE

Matthew 18:28,32-33
28 “That servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii. He grabbed him, started choking him, and said, ‘Pay what 
you owe!’ 

32 Then, after he had summoned him, his master said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Shouldn’t you 
also have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ ”

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:28,32-33 on page 102 of 
the PSG .

RECAP: The king set the man free from his huge debt . He was allowed to 
run free, but sadly, he ran in the wrong direction . He ran after someone who 
owed him money . The second man’s debt was not small, but it was insignificant 
compared to the debt just canceled .

DISCUSS: Question #4 on page 54 of the PSG: “How do the king’s actions in 
this parable mirror God’s actions toward us?” 

GUIDE: Use the commentary for the verses on the next page of this Leader Guide 
to further describe the first servant’s vicious response .

SUMMARIZE: Forgiveness is not always easy, but it is always right . Only a 
heartless, cruel person would make a friend pay a petty bill in the wake of his own 
extravagant pardon . As children of a compassionate Father, we must find it in our 
hearts to forgive . We need to be forgiven  .  .  . and we need to become forgivers . 
This means more than a one-time transaction . It means we strive to continually 
forgive and clear the hurts that hold us back . 

Forgiveness is costly too . After all, look at what it cost Jesus . The extravagant 
form of forgiveness Jesus calls for is only possible when performed as an 
act of worship . Forgiveness is not an emotional reaction to a person but a 
grateful response to our loving Lord . We forgive for His sake, as an offering to 
Him who has forgiven us . 

DISCUSS: Question #5 on page 54 of the PSG: “How have you seen forgiveness 
deepen or restore a relationship?” 

GUIDE: Refer back to “The Point” for this session: “Forgiveness restores and 
strengthens relationships.”

15 MINUTES

ALTERNATE QUESTION:

Why should 
forgiving others be 
an act of worship?
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T HE P OIN T Forgiveness restores and strengthens relationships.

Matthew 18:28,32-33 Commentary
[VERSE 28] The servant who had just been forgiven 
a debt he could never hope to repay encountered 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii. This second servant owed about three 
months wages, not a trivial amount, but a debt 
that could be paid back. However, this debt was 
minuscule compared to the debt the first servant had 
owed. The first servant had been forgiven a debt 
600,000 times larger than the debt his fellow servant 
owed him. His fellow servant owed him practically 
nothing compared to what he had just been forgiven. 

The first servant grabbed him, started choking 
him, and said, “Pay what you owe!” Though his 
debtor offered the same plea for patience, in almost 
the same words the first servant had spoken to the 
king, the first servant did not consider his request 
(18:29-30). The forgiven servant insisted that his 
relationship to his debtor be run strictly by the rules. 
His debtor must pay all that he owed immediately. 
He would not give his fellow servant the patience he 
had begged the king to extend to him, much less the 
mercy the king had shown him. 

[VERSE 32] The first servant made no effort to 
hide his actions. They were on display for all to 
see. Dismayed by what the servant had done, the 
king’s other servants went to the king and reported 
what had occurred between the first servant and 
his debtor. For a second time, the servant was 
summoned before the king to give an account. 

The king declared this servant was wicked. In what 
way had this slave been proven wicked? He failed to 
make the connection between receiving mercy from 
his master and giving mercy to his fellow slave. The 
king reminded the servant, “I forgave you all that 
debt because you begged me.”

[VERSE 33] Verse 33 summarizes the central truth 
about forgiveness Jesus was teaching through this 
parable. The master told his wicked servant that 
the gift of forgiveness he had received should have 
changed his life. He should have remembered the 

king’s great act of mercy and allowed that life-
changing moment to guide him in every relationship. 
The servant could have honored his master’s gift of 
mercy by following the master’s example in dealing 
with every debtor in his life. Having accepted his 
master’s forgiveness, this servant should have been 
willing to extend the same type of forgiveness to 
others. Unfortunately, when faced with someone in 
the same situation in which he had been a short time 
ago, the first servant made the conscious decision 
to refuse his debtor’s plea for mercy. When the 
king said, “Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” he 
was condemning his servant for failing to make the 
connection between receiving mercy and offering it. 

Jesus, when asked to name the greatest 
commandment, brought together two Old Testament 
Scriptures to form what we commonly call the Great 
Commandment (see Matt. 22:34-40). One passage 
calls us to love God with all that we are (Deut. 6:5), 
and the second calls us to love others as we love 
ourselves (Lev. 19:18). In so doing, Jesus created a 
connection that cannot be separated between our 
relationship with God and our relationships with 
others. We cannot claim to belong to God on the 
basis of His grace while relating to each other in 
terms of keeping a record of wrongs (1 Cor. 13:5). 

True forgiveness leads to both gratitude and 
transformation. When you and I hear the incredible 
news that God, through Christ, will forgive our sins 
through our faith in Jesus; then the power of God’s 
grace will shatter all of the sinful, selfish rules that 
shackle our relationships to one another. 

This unforgiving servant ended up in prison. The 
place where he was imprisoned was a place of 
torture. He was to remain there until he did what he 
demanded that his fellow servant do—pay what was 
owed to his master. Since the debt the servant owed 
was of such a magnitude that he could never pay it 
off, his prison term was a life sentence. 
1. Craig L. Blomberg, Matthew, vol. 22, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman, 1992), 
282.
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GUIDE: Direct group members to page 104 of the PSG . Encourage them to choose 
one of the following applications:

 > Evaluate. Consider your current relationships and spend time identifying 
areas of unforgiveness in your heart .

 > Take a small step. Make an effort to extend forgiveness in a relationship 
where you’ve been wronged or slighted . Take the first step even if you’ve 
done nothing wrong .

 > Take a large step. Identify a relationship in which you need to be forgiven—
one where you’ve contributed to bad feelings, or even where you’re 
completely in the wrong . With humility, make an effort to bridge the gap .

Wrap It Up
TRANSITION: Read or restate the final paragraph from page 104 of the PSG .

Your sin is a 10,000 talent debt forgiven by God . Someone’s comparatively 
small “debt” to you just doesn’t compare . God forgives . You can too . 

PRAY: Conclude by asking God for the grace to forgive even in very difficult 
circumstances . Thank Him for the forgiveness He has given us in Christ .

LIVE IT OUT

5 MINUTES

Get expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid. 
MinistryGrid .com/BibleStudiesforLife
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T HE P OIN T Forgiveness restores and strengthens relationships.

ENGAGE
Forgiving Others. Circle some of the ways you have been hurt or offended. 
Then answer the questions.

Betrayal          Hurtful words          Unkept promises          Lies

Bullying          Shut out from friendships          Not included

Physically harmed          Being treated unfairly

What would it cost you to forgive the person who has hurt you?

What did it cost God in order for Him to forgive you?

What could be the rewards of forgiving someone?

BONUS CONTENT
ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): In advance, write some 
of the following situations on a whiteboard or 
poster. Direct group members to rate their ability 
to forgive the wrongs listed from easy to forgive 
(1) to very difficult to forgive (10). 

Someone cuts you off in traffic
Someone robs your home  
Someone gets credit for your work 
Someone gossips about you
Someone hurts your child
Someone lies to you
Someone forgets your birthday

Ask God for the grace to forgive even the most difficult situation and that He 
might receive the glory.
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Question 1:
When was the last time it cost you a lot 
to fix something?

Forgive3
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THE POINT

Relationships grow 
deeper with forgiveness. 

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

Sometimes we’re better off 
paying a higher price .

 Ever bought the generic 
brand of peanut butter, 
only to discover you 
should’ve paid the higher 
price to get something 
that actually tasted like 
peanut butter?

 Ever bought a cheap 
appliance, only to replace 
it a year later because its 
low price was matched by 
its low quality?

 Ever tried to save some 
money by staying in 
an inexpensive hotel 
room, only to discover 
management kept prices 
down by not investing in 
bug extermination?

A lot of things come at a 
high price, but they’re worth 
it . I’d put forgiveness in that 
“high-priced” category . 
But even though it can 
be costly, forgiveness is 
a great investment in any 
relationship . Forgiveness is 
the stuff of healthy marriages,  
healthy families, and healthy 
churches . Relationships grow 
when we let go of a hurt, a 
wound, or a critical remark . 

As you examine Jesus’ story 
of the unforgiving servant, 
allow the Word of God to run 
through you, removing any 
remnants of unforgiveness .
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Matthew 18:21-22
21 Then Peter approached him and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother or sister who sins against me? As many as seven times?” 22 “I tell you, not as 
many as seven,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven.”

We’re going to look at a parable where Jesus 
spoke about forgiveness, but He told the 
parable in response to a curious question 
Peter asked . Since Peter was a leader among 
the twelve apostles, he often spoke for 
the group . All the disciples may have been 
wondering about this question, but we know 
Peter was the one who asked if there was 
a quota on grace . How many times are we 
called to let the same person slide off the 
hook? A legit question . 

Peter proceeded to speculate at the 
answer to his own question . He filled in the 
blank with the number seven, the number 
of completeness . The rabbis of that day 
challenged people to overlook an offense 
up to three times . Three strikes and you’re 
out . To Peter’s way of thinking, he was being 
generous . Forgiving someone seven times 

more than doubled the cultural expectations 
for grace . Peter upped the ante on grace, 
doubling the “grace” of the religious leaders 
and even raising the bar an extra notch 
beyond that . 

Peter was probably feeling pretty good 
about himself in this moment, perhaps like 
we might feel giving a waitress a $50 tip 
on a $20 dinner . In these rare moments of 
bigheartedness, we like to pat ourselves on 
the back . 

Question 2:
What can happen when we 
forgive someone?
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Relationships grow deeper with forgiveness. 

Jesus surely stunned Peter with His response: 
“I take your seven and raise it seventy 
fold.” Jesus is saying the grace you offer 
others should have no limits. Few people 
are ever offended 50, 60, or 70 times by 
the same person in a short time. The Lord 
is exaggerating here for effect, creating a 
ridiculous scenario to capture the attention 
of the disciples. He’s essentially saying: just 
keep forgiving. 

Corrie ten Boom lived through the nightmare 
of a Nazi concentration camp. She was the 
only one in her family who made it out alive. 
In that hellish place, she was humiliated, 
especially in the shower where the women 
were watched by the leering guards. By the 
grace of God, Corrie survived it all and found 
it in her heart to forgive—or so she thought. 

Corrie traveled extensively to share her 
testimony of God’s forgiveness. One Sunday 
in a church in Munich, a man approach her 

with his hand outstretched. “A fine message, 
Fraulein! How good it is to know that, as you 
say, all our sins are at the bottom of the sea! 
. . . I know that God has forgiven me for the 
cruel things I did there, but I would like to hear 
it from your lips as well. Fraulein . . . will you 
forgive me?”  

She recognized his face instantly. This was the 
leering, mocking face of one of the cruelest 
guards in the shower stall. Her hand froze 
by her side. Coldness clutched her heart. 
Ashamed at herself, she prayed, “Jesus, 
help me! . . . I can lift my hand. I can do that 
much. You supply the feeling.” As she prayed, 
her hand became unfrozen. The ice of hate 
melted, and her hand went out. “I forgive you, 
brother! With all my heart!” She forgave as she 
was forgiven.1 

Have you ever prayed a prayer like that? Have 
you asked Jesus to supply the power to set 
others free with extravagant grace?

Matthew 18:23-27
23 “For this reason, the kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle accounts, one who owed 
ten thousand talents was brought before him. 25 Since he did not have the money to 
pay it back, his master commanded that he, his wife, his children, and everything he 
had be sold to pay the debt. 26 “At this, the servant fell facedown before him and said, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 Then the master of that servant 
had compassion, released him, and forgave him the loan.”
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Betrayal          Hurtful words          Unkept promises          Lies

Bullying          Shut out from friendships          Not included

Physically harmed          Being treated unfairly

What would it cost you to forgive the person who has hurt you?

What did it cost God in order for Him to forgive you?

What could be the rewards of forgiving someone?

FORGIVING OTHERS

Circle some of the ways you have been hurt or offended. Then answer the questions.

“He that cannot forgive others breaks the 
bridge over which he must pass himself; for 

every man had need to be forgiven.”
L O R D  H E R B E R T  O F  C H E R B U R Y

Engage
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Every preacher knows the power of 
storytelling. Logic and reason can appeal to 
an audience, but nothing captures a crowd 
like an imaginative tale. People lean in and 
listen to a well-told story, and Jesus was the 
master narrator. 

To drive home His shocking “seventy times 
seven” statement to Peter, Jesus told a parable. 
This was not an actual story, but an illustration 
of the truth Jesus wanted to teach. The parable 
is about a man with a major debt crisis. He 
owed the king a crazy amount of cash and had 
no means of paying it off. When the king called 
in the note, the indebted man fell face down 
on the ground, begging his master to give him 
additional time to pay it all back.

The king was seasoned and wise. He knew 
this man could burn the candle at both ends, 
working 24/7 for the rest of his life, and still 

not produce the cash required to pay this bill. 
What was the king to do? In an astonishing act 
of grace and mercy, the king relieved the man 
of his responsibility and pardoned the debt. 
All of it. 

Similarly, our debt of rebellion and offense 
against God is so huge it is an impossible 
feat for us to pay off the debt. But Jesus paid 
the debt in full for us, and God has forgiven 
the debt. We do not deserve forgiveness, but 
God in His grace and mercy has extended 
forgiveness to us through Jesus. We are free! 

Question 3:
What are some obstacles that 
hinder us from forgiving others? 

Matthew 18:28,32-33
28 “That servant went out and found 
one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him, 
started choking him, and said, ‘Pay what 
you owe!’ 

32 “Then, after he had summoned him, his 
master said to him, ‘You wicked servant! 
I forgave you all that debt because you 
begged me. 33 Shouldn’t you also have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’ ”
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Question 4:
How do the king’s actions in this 
parable mirror God’s actions 
toward us?

Question 5:
How have you seen forgiveness 
deepen or restore a relationship?

The king set the man free from his huge debt . 
He was allowed to run free, but sadly, he ran 
in the wrong direction . He ran after someone 
who owed him money . The second man’s 
debt was not small, but it was insignificant 
compared to the debt just canceled .   

Jesus’ story was designed to produce outrage 
in the heart of the hearers . Jesus wanted 
Peter and the others to ask themselves the 
question: “What kind of person would be so 
cruel as to require his friend to pay, right after 
he just got pardoned?” 

Herein lies the real question . Why do we 
withhold forgiveness when we’ve been 
forgiven so much, and when we have it in our 
power to give it so easily? 

We can wrongly rationalize lots of reasons 
for postponing forgiveness, but one of the 
leading reasons for withholding grace is 
the desire to “teach the offender a lesson .” 
Sometimes we think our offer of forgiveness 
could send the wrong message . If I forgive 
and let go of the offense, he will think I 
am condoning his behavior, which could 
encourage him to keep doing wrong . 

Practicing tough love is not out of bounds . 
The local church occasionally and collectively 
will alienate a believer who shames the name 
of Jesus by a sinful lifestyle (1 Cor . 5:9-13) . 
Church discipline exists to drive a person to 
the place of repentance and restoration . But 
that doesn’t preclude the act of forgiveness .

Forgiveness is not always easy, but it is 
always right . Only a heartless, cruel person 
would make a friend pay a petty bill in the 
wake of his own extravagant pardon . As 
children of a compassionate Father, we must 
find it in our hearts to forgive . We need to be 
forgiven  .  .  . and we need to become forgivers . 
This means more than a one-time transaction . 
It means we strive to continually forgive and 
clear the hurts that hold us back . 

Forgiveness is costly too . After all, look at 
what it cost Jesus . The extravagant form of 
forgiveness Jesus calls for is only possible 
when performed as an act of worship . 
Forgiveness is not an emotional reaction to a 
person but a grateful response to our loving 
Lord . We forgive for His sake, as an offering to 
Him who has forgiven us . 
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Imagine three bills in your hand. Each bill represents a person 
who has hurt you and “owes” you. How can you apply grace, 
mercy, and forgiveness to the situation? Choose one of the 
following applications:

 Evaluate. Consider your current relationships and spend 
time identifying areas of unforgiveness in your heart.

 Take a small step. Make an effort to extend forgiveness 
in a relationship where you’ve been wronged or slighted. 
Take the first step even if you’ve done nothing wrong.

 Take a large step. Identify a relationship in which you 
need to be forgiven—one where you’ve contributed to bad 
feelings, or even where you’re completely in the wrong. 
With humility, make an effort to bridge the gap.

Your sin is a 10,000 talent debt forgiven by God. Someone’s 
comparatively small “debt” to you just doesn’t compare. God 
forgives. You can too.

LIVE IT OUT

1  Corrie ten Boom, Tramp for the Lord (CLC Publications, 1974), 55-56
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ONLINE GROUP PLAN 
Spring 2020  //  Dealing with Messy Relationships  //  Session 3: Forgive

Suggested Use Date: May 10, 2020

For use with Bible Studies for Life Leader Guide and Personal Study Guide



WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members, and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have a print 
copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members to read the 
passage and comments for the next session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Challenge group members to study before the group session if your group uses a 
Personal Study Guide.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message to  
your group:

How do we forgive someone who has hurt us? How can you forgive the person 
who infected a loved one with the Coronavirus? Forgiveness is the stuff of 
healthy relationships: healthy marriages, healthy families, and healthy churches. 
Relationships grow when we let go of a hurt, a wound, or a critical remark. Join 
us this week as we discover the why behind the what of forgiveness.

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage.

• Listen to the Bible Studies for Life Adult Podcast. Search for Bible Studies 
for Life Adults at your preferred podcast app or access the podcast at 
BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra.

• Visit BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra for additional leader helps, including 
the podcast, news articles, additional questions, and a devotional blog for group 
members. 

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult the Adult Leader Guide commentary, Advanced 
Bible Study, or Herschel Hobbs commentary for additional insights on the 
passage. The Adult Leader Pack will also provide posters and handouts to 
supplement the group experience.

REMIND your group members to study and prepare via another email or text message 
closer to the day your group meets. 

• Include a quote from the Personal Study Guide, a question, or an insight you plan 
to discuss with the group when you meet online.

HELPFUL LINKS

• Bible Studies for Life main landing page: BibleStudiesforLife.com

• Digital version of Bible Studies for Life: curriculum.lifeway.com

• Bible Studies for Life EXTRA leader helps: BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Bible Studies for Life Podcast:  BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group and ask Question #1 on page 97 of 

the Personal Study Guide (PSG): “When was the last time it cost you a lot to fix 

something?” 

DIRECT group members to “The Bible Meets Life” on page 98 of the PSG. 

Introduce the importance of forgiving others by inviting a volunteer to read aloud 

the text. Call attention to “The Point” on page 98 of the PSG: “Forgiveness 

restores and strengthens relationships.”

SHARE your screen with the group and play a video of Matthew West’s song, 

“Forgiveness” (a video option for this song can be found at BibleStudiesForLife.

com/AdultExtra). Return to the group screen and ask for their response to the 

message of the song.

PRAY: Transition into the study by asking God to help group members identify 

those they need to forgive and seek forgiveness from. Thank God for the 

forgiveness He has given us through Jesus.

ASK a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:21-22 on page 99 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

EXPLAIN: We’re going to look at a parable where Jesus spoke about forgiveness, 

but He told the parable in response to a curious question Peter asked. Since Peter 

was a leader among the twelve apostles, he often spoke for the group. All the 

disciples may have been wondering about this question, but we know Peter was 

the one who asked if there was a quota on grace. How many times are we called 

to let the same person slide off the hook? 

DISCUSS Question #2 on page 99 of the PSG: “What can happen when we 

forgive someone?” 

ONLINE GROUP PLAN
Spring 2020

Dealing with Messy Rela-
tionships

Session 3: Forgive
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NOTESASK a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:23-27 on page 100 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

DO: Direct group members to Engage with “Forgiving Others” on page 101 of the 

PSG to help them apply the principles of forgiveness from this session (if time allows; 

otherwise ask group members to engage with this activity in the coming week).

DISCUSS Question #3 on page 102 of the PSG: “What are some obstacles that 

hinder us from forgiving others?” 

EXPLAIN: In an astonishing act of grace and mercy, the king relieved the man of 

his responsibility and pardoned the debt. All of it. Similarly, our debt of rebellion 

and offense against God is so huge it is an impossible feat for us to pay off the 

debt. But Jesus paid the debt in full for us, and God has forgiven the debt. We 

do not deserve forgiveness, but God in His grace and mercy has extended 

forgiveness to us through Jesus. We are free! 

TRANSITION: We should forgive and keep forgiving because God forgave us.

ASK a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:28,32-33 on page 102 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

DISCUSS Question #4: “How do the king’s actions in this parable mirror 

God’s actions toward us?” or Question #5: “How have you seen forgiveness 

deepen or restore a relationship?” on page 103 of the PSG.

EXPLAIN: Forgiveness is not always easy, but it is always right. Only a heartless, 

cruel person would make a friend pay a petty bill in the wake of his own 

extravagant pardon. As children of a compassionate Father, we must find it in our 

hearts to forgive. We need to be forgiven … and we need to become forgivers. 

GUIDE: Refer back to “The Point” for this session: “Forgiveness restores and 

strengthens relationships.”
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NOTESGUIDE: Direct group members to page 104 of the PSG. Encourage them to 

choose one of the following applications for the coming week:

• Evaluate. Consider your current relationships and spend time identifying 

areas of unforgiveness in your heart.

• Take a small step. Make an effort to extend forgiveness in a relationship 

where you’ve been wronged or slighted. Take the first step even if you’ve 

done nothing wrong.

• Take a large step. Identify a relationship in which you need to be forgiven—

one where you’ve contributed to bad feelings, or even where you’re 

completely in the wrong. With humility, make an effort to bridge the gap.

PRAY: Invite the group to share prayer requests. Conclude by asking God for 

the grace to forgive even in very difficult circumstances. Thank Him for the 

forgiveness He has given us in Christ.

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week, and to study the  

group’s next Bible study session.

• Send digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have  

a print copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members  

to read the passage and comments for the next session.

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.




