
Question 1:
If you could live anywhere in the world,  
where would it be?

Eternal Life6
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THE POINT

We can live forever  
in the presence of God.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

Location, location, location . 
Real estate agents often 
repeat that saying for clients 
searching for a new home . 
The Internet is flooded with 
lists to help us decide  .  .  . 

  .  .  . the best places to live .

  .  .  . the best places to 
retire .

  .  .  . the best places to raise 
our kids .

  .  .  . the most affordable 
places to live .

  .  .  . the best places to live 
for clean air and water .

People have myriad reasons 
for choosing where they live . 
Of course, many people say 
they don’t choose where 

they live; the place “chooses” 
them . For example, many live 
where they do because it’s 
close to family or it’s where 
their jobs are . Regardless, 
we all have our ideas of what 
makes a place ideal . Yet, no 
matter how idyllic, no place is 
perfect . Problems still arise . 
And, of course, sin is ever 
present .

That will not always be the 
case . God has promised His 
followers a perfect home with 
Him that will last for eternity . 
The apostle John gave us a 
brief glimpse into the eternal 
life that awaits those who 
follow Christ .
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Revelation 21:1-5
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for 
her husband. 3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is 
with humanity, and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself 
will be with them and will be their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will be no more, because the 
previous things have passed away. 5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, 
I am making everything new.” He also said, “Write, because these words are faithful 
and true.”

God has promised His children an eternal 
home that eclipses even the finest 
neighborhoods in the most exclusive ZIP 
codes . Our home with God will be perfect 
because it is in the presence of God Himself . 
Revelation 21 paints a beautiful picture of 
God’s perfect home . And that perfection is 
made real by the fact that God Himself will 
live with us in that place for eternity . The God 
who spoke the universe into existence has 
promised to spend eternity with you and me!

Revelation 21 begins with a wonderful picture . 
The new heaven and earth will be far superior 
to the earth we know now; they will transcend 

anything we’ve ever experienced . Along with 
the new heaven and the new earth, John 
saw “the new Jerusalem” and likened it to a 
beautiful bride walking down the aisle on her 
wedding day . A bride looks most radiant on 
her wedding day, and here is a bride whose 
radiance will never fade . 

Question 2:
What are some ways our culture 
expresses the concept of heaven?
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We can live forever in the presence of God. 

John referred to the new Jerusalem as “the 
holy city.” The place is holy because everyone 
inside it is holy and righteous. 

This is the city of God’s redeemed people, and 
living in a city means we will live together—
and together we will be in perfect harmony. 
No longer will we battle the tension between 
pleasing God or pleasing people because sin 
and death have been defeated and we will be 
forever surrounded by God’s holiness. 

When we’re in His presence forever, “He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain 
will be no more” (v. 4). No death. No grief.
 No crying. No pain. These things will not be 
in heaven “because the previous things have 
passed away.” All our old human habits and 

traits that were part of our fallen, sinful human 
nature will be gone—for eternity.

Near the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus 
told His apostles, “I am going away to 
prepare a place for you” (John 14:2b). Now 
in Revelation 21, we see Jesus making this 
promise an eternal reality. Jesus is not merely 
giving a makeover to what we currently know. 
In Christ, we become a new creation (2 Cor. 
5:17), and we will dwell eternally with Him in 
His new creation. 

Question 3:
What are some things you’d like 
to see made new?

Revelation 21:6-8
6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring of the water of life. 7 The 
one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he will be my 
son. 8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars—their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.”

When Jesus hung on the cross, He cried, “It 
is finished .” (John 19:30) . Now He declared 
to John, “It is done!” All is complete in God’s 
new creation . On the cross, Jesus completed 
our redemption, and now in Revelation 21, 
He marks the end of redemptive history . He 
can do this because He is “the Alpha and 

the Omega, the beginning and the end” (v . 
6) . He began history, and He will bring it to 
an end . Jesus is God; He existed in the very 
beginning and He still exists beyond the end . 
He is the Creator of all things—all things had 
their beginning in Him, and all things find their 
goal or end in Him . 
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____ Never dying ____ Living in eternal beauty  ____ No suffering

____ Living with Jesus ____ Seeing loved ones again ____ No sin

Why are these important to you? 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Check two or three phrases that you hold as the most important aspects of eternal 

life or the ones you are most looking forward to. Then answer the question.

“He who lays up treasures in heaven 
looks forward to eternity.”

R A N D Y  A L C O R N

Engage
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All we’ve read so far describes a pretty 
amazing place. Yet our culture has 
conditioned us to look at amazing offers and 
ask, “What’s the catch?” I have to be candid 
with you: there is a catch. The gift of an 
eternal home is not automatic. Jesus’ offer is 
open to all, but the only ones who can enter 
this new heaven and new earth are those who 
follow Jesus.

1. “I will freely give to the thirsty from the 
spring of the water of life” (v. 6). We must 
admit we’re thirsty and believe that Jesus 
is the only one who can quench that thirst.

2. “The one who conquers will inherit these 
things” (v. 7). We are conquerors when we 
stand strong and faithful to Christ, and we 
overcome and are victorious through Him. 

All this is tied to our relationship with Jesus. 
When we come to Christ, we are adopted 
into God’s family (Rom. 8:14-15). We will fully 
experience all the benefits of that family 
relationship in our future home. “I will be his 
God, and he will be my son” (v. 7).

The Lord made it clear, though, that not 
everyone will enjoy the benefits and glories 
of the new heaven and new earth. In verse 8, 
He listed “the cowards, faithless, detestable, 
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars.” In the past, we may 
have been guilty of these sins, but this verse 
is referring to those who have chosen to 
remain in their sin rather than choose Christ. 

God is preparing an amazing home where we 
will live eternally, but it will only be available to 
those who believe in Jesus Christ. The “fine 
print” in the deed to your heavenly home is 
that Jesus is the only way to receive salvation. 

Question 4:
Why do we often fail to keep the 
reality of heaven and hell in mind 
as we relate to others?

54     SE S SION 6

THE POINT We can live forever in the presence of God. 

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



Question 5:
Which of the descriptions of 
heaven in these verses do you 
find most meaningful?

Revelation 22:1-5
1 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the city’s main street. The tree 
of life was on each side of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit 
every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing the nations, 3 and there will no 
longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his 
servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 5 Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the light 
of the sun, because the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever 
and ever.

Some people have an amazing ability to paint 
a picture with words so well that we can taste 
it, feel it, and see it . John painted just such a 
picture with his vision of the new heaven and 
the new earth . In these verses, we “see” the 
incredible home promised to every believer . 
John was focused in particular on the new 
Jerusalem, and five images stand out in what 
he saw: the river of the water of life, the tree 
of life, the tree’s fruit, the tree’s leaves, and 
the throne of God . 

We’ve been given a great picture of our 
eternal home, but what will we be doing? 
Popular culture paints a picture of people 
standing around endlessly playing harps, but 
nowhere does Scripture teach that . Instead, 
we will do three things: 

 We will worship God. We will certainly 
declare His praises, but worship is far 
more than the words we sing or speak . We 
worship through the way we live . 

 We will serve God. We are called “his 
servants,” but our service will not be 
burdensome . 

 We will reign with God. God is the 
sovereign Ruler over all, yet He will grant 
us the privilege to reign with Him forever .

John’s vision points to the magnificence of 
eternal life . We’re familiar with the statement, 
“If it seems too good to be true, it probably is,” 
but that’s not true here . John wrote that Jesus 
declared to him, “These words are faithful and 
true” (Rev . 22:6) . 
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How will the promise of an eternal life with Christ affect 
the way you live this week? Choose one of the following 
applications:

 Look to Christ. If you have not trusted Christ, place your 
faith in Him. He desires for you to come to Him and live 
with Him for eternity.

 Focus on heaven. As a follower of Christ, your citizenship 
is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). Don’t let the temporary things of 
life consume you, but “seek the things above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things 
above, not on earthly things” (Col. 3:1-2).

 Invite others to heaven. Identify people you know who 
have no hope of eternal life because they have not placed 
their faith in Christ. Pray and seek opportunities to tell 
them how they can have eternal life in heaven with Christ.

Eternal life with Jesus is forever and ever, so choose to make 
a difference in the short time you have on earth. You’ll have 
an eternity with absolutely no regret!

LIVE IT OUT
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SESSION 6

Eternal Life

The Point
We can live forever in the presence of God .

The Passage
Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-5

The Bible Meets Life 
Location, location, location . Real estate agents often repeat that saying for clients 
searching for a new home . The Internet is flooded with lists to help us decide  .  .  . 

  .  .  . the best places to live .

   .  .  . the best places to retire .

   .  .  . the best places to raise our kids .

  .  .  . the most affordable places to live .

  .  .  . the best places to live for clean air and water .

People have myriad reasons for choosing where they live . Of course, many people say 
they don’t choose where they live; the place “chooses” them . For example, many live 
where they do because it’s close to family or it’s where their jobs are . Regardless, we all 
have our ideas of what makes a place ideal . Yet, no matter how idyllic, no place is perfect . 
Problems still arise . And, of course, sin is ever present .

That will not always be the case . God has promised His followers a perfect home with 
Him that will last for eternity . The apostle John gave us a brief glimpse into the eternal life 
that awaits those who follow Christ .

The Setting
In the last chapter of Isaiah, God promised to create new heavens and a new earth 
that would endure forever . In the final two chapters of Revelation, John described the 
fulfillment of that promise and focused on God’s sovereignty . He reported the descent of 
the new Jerusalem adorned as a bride and a new order in which pain will no longer exist .
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We can live forever in the presence of God.T HE P OIN T

5 MINUTES

GET INTO THE STUDY
DISCUSS: Question #1 on page 49 of 
the PSG: “If you could live anywhere in 
the world, where would it be?”

ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): Use the heaven 
option on page 73 of this Leader Guide to 
help group members reflect on their view 
of heaven .

GUIDE: Direct group members to “The 
Bible Meets Life” on page 50 of the PSG . 
Introduce the importance of living with 
God forever by reading or summarizing 
the text or by encouraging group 
members to read it on their own .

LEADER PACK: In advance, make copies of Pack Item 2, “The Language of Faith” 
handout, and distribute them to any group members who have not received one . Use 
this handout to review the theological significance of the terms used in this unit .

GUIDE: Call attention to “The Point” on page 50 of the PSG: “We can live forever in 
the presence of God.”

PRAY: Transition into the study by asking God to help group members grow in their 
love for Him and longing to be with Him one day . Thank Him for the promise of eternal 
life for those who trust in Him .
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Revelation 21:1-5
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, 
God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with them. They will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their God. 4 He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, 
and pain will be no more, because the previous things have passed away. 
5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything 
new.” He also said, “Write, because these words are faithful and true.”

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Revelation 21:1-5 on page 51 of  
the PSG .

DISCUSS: Question #2 on page 51 of the PSG: “What are some ways our culture 
expresses the concept of heaven?” 

LEADER PACK: In advance, display Pack Item 6, “Heaven” poster, to help group 
members process the difference between common cultural beliefs about heaven 
and the real thing . As they consider Question #2, ask them to list a popular idea 
about heaven in the column on the left . Later, review what the Bible says from the 
column on the right .

RECAP: God has promised His children an eternal home that eclipses even the 
finest neighborhoods in the most exclusive ZIP codes . Our home with God will 
be perfect because it is in the presence of God Himself . Revelation 21 paints 
a beautiful picture of God’s perfect home . And that perfection is made real by 
the fact that God Himself will live with us in that place for eternity . The God who 
spoke the universe into existence has promised to spend eternity with us!

GUIDE: Use the commentary for the verses on the next page of this Leader Guide 
to help explain the significance of the first earth passing away . .

RECAP: Near the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus told His apostles, “I am going 
away to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2b) . Now in Revelation 21, we see Jesus 
making this promise an eternal reality . Jesus is not merely giving a makeover to 
what we currently know . In Christ, we become a new creation (2 Cor . 5:17), and we 
will dwell eternally with Him in His new creation . 

DISCUSS: Question #3 on page 52 of the PSG: “What are some things you’d 
like to see made new?

TRANSITION: We will live in a perfect place with God forever, and in the next 
verses, we see that our eternity is based on our relationship with Christ .

STUDY THE BIBLE

15 MINUTES

ALTERNATE QUESTION:

What part of the 
description of 
heaven in verses 1-5 
are you most looking 
forward to?
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T HE P OIN T We can live forever in the presence of God.

Revelation 21:1-5 Commentary
[VERSES 1-2] John offered a wide-angle view of 
a new heaven and a new earth while focusing on 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem. God created the 
heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1) and declared His 
creation to be “very good” (v. 31). However, when 
Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit, sin’s evil 
influence penetrated into every nook and cranny of 
God’s perfect creation and transformed the earth 
into a place of rebellion. Only Christ’s redemptive 
work on the cross could reverse what sin had ruined. 

The first earth had passed away in order to make 
room for the new. Paul spoke of the whole creation 
groaning in travail while waiting to be freed from its 
decay (Rom. 8:19-22). With nothing with which to 
compare a new heaven and a new earth other than 
the present heaven and earth, some conclude that 
John intended a replacement of heaven and earth. 
However, new meant “new in quality” rather than 
“something that has never previously existed.” 

The clause, and the sea was no more, actually 
amplified the newness in quality of heaven and 
earth. The sea represented the source from which 
the beast arose to bring chaos and destruction (Rev. 
13:1). As long as the sea existed, the potential for the 
reversion of creation to chaos would exist. Therefore, 
the phrase meant that when God establishes a new 
heaven and a new earth, there will no longer be a 
source for chaos. The sea also conveyed the idea of 
separation. John knew something about separation 
from being on Patmos away from the believers. The 
elimination of the sea implied no more barriers would 
hinder fellowship with other believers and their 
worship as the body of Christ.

John compared the new Jerusalem to a bride 
adorned for her husband. He adorned her for 
presentation before the Father in the new heaven 
and new earth. With this metaphor, he explained the 
redemptive work of Christ since all of history has 
moved to this grand point of the marriage between 
the Lamb of God and His bride.

[VERSE 3] The introductory phrase, then I heard 
a loud voice from the throne, anchored the 
forthcoming announcement to a basic theme that 
ran throughout the Old Testament that God’s 
dwelling will be with His people. This referred to 
the tabernacle, a place only the priests could enter. 
Now God will tabernacle or “pitch His tent” with 
His people and will permanently live among them. 
They will be his peoples, a people distinct from all 
the other people of the world whom He will judge 
according to their works. Therefore, John set forth 
the new heaven and the new earth as the permanent 
dwelling of God’s people with God in the midst. 

[VERSE 4] Nothing that grieves the mind can exist in 
the fullness of God dwelling among His people; so, 
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. His 
audience would have found encouragement in John’s 
description knowing death will be no more. No 
longer would they mourn over loss or cry in anguish 
or pain in persecution. The previous things will no 
longer exist because God’s presence will remove the 
sorrows of and results of sin. 

[VERSE 5] Not only will God make His dwelling with 
humanity, He will make everything new. Nothing lies 
outside the effects in the consummation of Christ’s 
redemptive work. The present tense, I am making, 
is known as a prophetic present and carries readers 
into the time when God indeed makes all things 
new. John reached a crescendo as he described the 
one seated on the throne. God has the power and 
authority to make everything new. He will remove 
every sinful impurity and retain everything that is 
holy and good. He will stop at nothing less than 
completely restoring the creation to its pre-fall state 
and purifying all that retains the glory of God in 
present creation. 

If John’s readers found this too good to be true, the 
Holy Spirit nudged him with these words, Write, 
because these words are faithful and true. God 
asserted His faithfulness. He will do everything He 
has promised to do. 
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STUDY THE BIBLE

Revelation 21:6-8
6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring of 
the water of life. 7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will 
be his God, and he will be my son. 8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, 
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars—their share 
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Revelation 21:6-8 on page 52 of 
the PSG .

DO: Direct group members to Engage with “Looking Ahead” on page 53 of the 
PSG (page 73 in this Leader Guide) to help them develop an eternal perspective .

RECAP: When Jesus hung on the cross, He cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30) . 
Now He declared to John, “It is done!” All is complete in God’s new creation . On 
the cross, Jesus completed our redemption, and now in Revelation 21, He marks 
the end of redemptive history . He can do this because He is “the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end” (v . 6) . He began history, and He will bring it to 
an end . Jesus is God; He existed in the very beginning and He still exists beyond 
the end . He is the Creator of all things—all things had their beginning in Him, and 
all things find their goal or end in Him . 

GUIDE: Use the commentary for the verses on the next page of this Leader Guide 
to help explain further Jesus as the Alpha and Omega .

SUMMARIZE: Highlight the main points from page 54 of the PSG . Jesus’ offer is 
open to all, but the only ones who can enter this new heaven and new earth are 
those who follow Jesus .

 > “I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring of the water of life” (v . 6) . 
We must admit we’re thirsty and believe that Jesus is the only one who can 
quench that thirst .

 > “The one who conquers will inherit these things” (v . 7) . We are conquerors 
when we stand strong and faithful to Christ, and we overcome and are 
victorious through Him .

DISCUSS: Question #4 on page 54 of the PSG: “Why do we often fail to keep 
the reality of heaven and hell in mind as we relate to others?”

TRANSITION: In the next verses, we see that we will reign with Christ forever .

10 MINUTES

ALTERNATE QUESTION:

What does it mean 
for us to conquer?
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T HE P OIN T We can live forever in the presence of God.

Revelation 21:6-8 Commentary
[VERSE 6] One word in Greek, translated it is done, 
underscores the climactic nature of the fulfillment of 
the prophecies woven throughout verses 1-5. God 
sometimes announces that something is done before 
it happens. Therefore with prophetic view, John saw 
the future as present, and heard the declaration 
directly from God that every detail planned long 
ago and every prophetic promise concerning the 
consummation of redemption is done. 

The Lord declared the reason for announcing that 
He has made all things new before it happened by 
repeating His name stated in chapter 1—I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
Every detail of the cosmos rested in His power. From 
beginning to end, God is the sovereign ruler of the 
universe He created and upholds by His power. 

John beautifully pictured salvation with the image of 
drinking from the spring of the water of life. He drew 
from the imagery of Isaiah 55:1, “Come, everyone 
who is thirsty, come to the water,” and confirmed the 
promise of Revelation 7:17, “the Lamb who is at the 
center of the throne will shepherd them; he will guide 
them to springs of the waters of life.” This image 
pictured the life of eternal fellowship with God which 
He has reserved for those who have maintained their 
faith in the Lamb’s atoning death. Only those with 
such faith have access to the spring of the water 
of life on the basis of grace. The word freely comes 
from a word meaning “for nothing” or “without cost.” 
No amount of money could have purchased this 
water. Only thirsting for it qualified them to receive 
it; therefore, John designed his words to make his 
readers thirsty for the water of life more than they 
thirsted for anything else. 

[VERSE 7] Jesus Christ has secured life forever 
for those who put trust in Him as Savior and King. 
The new heaven and new earth belong to those 
who inherit it through the covenant promises in 
the gospel. The inheritance promised by the Lord 
belongs to the one who conquers and results in 
sonship. The same promise God gave to David 

(2 Sam. 7:14), He gave to all who are in Christ. 
Therefore, those who are united in Christ by faith will 
inherit what God has promised (Rom. 4:13). 

The phrase the one who conquers not only 
contained a promise but also inherently included a 
warning. The Lord promised to the overcomers—
those who persevere in the faith—that they will 
receive eternal life. However, those who shrink 
back—those who profess a step toward Christ 
but then return to the world, will not receive an 
eternal inheritance. 

[VERSE 8] Some in Asia Minor shrank back into 
the world. Because they feared persecution, they 
denied the faith, and in doing so, they revealed that 
their hearts were still enslaved to sin and darkened 
with unbelief. This especially seemed to be the 
implication for John’s list of the sinful attributes he 
named. Though not intended to be definitive, the 
list represented the full sweep of detestable sins. 
John included the cowards, faithless, detestable, 
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars. By headlining the list with fearful 
cowards, which might seem far less serious than 
other offenses, and concluding it with liars, John 
showed that these vices may have pointed to the 
failures of the counterfeit Christians who caved in to 
the threat or reality of persecution. 

Though John included all unbelievers, he showed 
particular concern that the gospel is not something 
with which to be trifled. Scripture emphasizes 
the need for the believer to endure to the end. If 
someone has confessed Christ as Lord, then he must 
be willing to follow Him even to death because God 
will give grace to do so. We call this work of God  
“the perseverance of the saints.” The writer of 
Hebrews also extended the warning that God has 
no pleasure in anyone who shrinks back to the world 
(Heb. 10:38-39). 
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STUDY THE BIBLE

Revelation 22:1-5
1 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the city’s main 
street. The tree of life was on each side of the river, bearing twelve kinds of 
fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing 
the nations, 3 and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and 
of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will 
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be no more; 
people will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, because the 
Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever.

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Revelation 22:1-5 on page 55 of 
the PSG .

DISCUSS: Question #5 on page 55 of the PSG: “Which of the descriptions of 
heaven in these verses do you find most meaningful?”

RECAP: Some people have an amazing ability to paint a picture with words so 
well that we can taste it, feel it, and see it . John painted just such a picture with 
his vision of the new heaven and the new earth . In these verses, we “see” the 
incredible home promised to every believer . John was focused in particular on the 
new Jerusalem, and five images stand out in what he saw: the river of the water of 
life, the tree of life, the tree’s fruit, the tree’s leaves, and the throne of God . 

GUIDE: Use the commentary for the verses on the next page of this Leader Guide 
to share more details of what heaven will be like .

SUMMARIZE: Highlight the main points from page 55 of the PSG . Popular culture 
paints a picture of people standing around endlessly playing harps, but nowhere 
does Scripture teach that . Instead, we will do three things: 

 > We will worship God. We will certainly declare His praises, but worship is far 
more than the words we sing or speak . We worship through the way we live . 

 > We will serve God. We are called “his servants,” but our service will not be 
burdensome . 

 > We will reign with God. God is the sovereign Ruler over all, yet He will grant 
us the privilege to reign with Him forever .

GUIDE: Refer back to “The Point” for this session: “We can live forever in the 
presence of God.”

15 MINUTES

ALTERNATE QUESTION:

What does this 
passage teach us 
about the heart 
of God?
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T HE P OIN T We can live forever in the presence of God.

Revelation 22:1-5 Commentary
[VERSE 1] John continued his description of the new 
Jerusalem which began in 21:9. From his vantage 
point of a high mountain, John painted a picture of a 
city so wondrous, so perfect, so pure and holy that 
humans can scarcely grasp it. Using images from 
Genesis 1–3 and Ezekiel 40, John showed that Eden 
is regained. 

The angel showed John the sparkling river of the 
water of life that flowed crystal clear from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. No river flowed in the literal 
city of Jerusalem. But Ezekiel saw water issuing from 
the temple as a trickle, and the further it flowed, 
the deeper it grew until it teamed with life and even 
brought life to the Dead Sea (Ezek. 47:1-12). Zechariah 
promised that “living water” would flow out from 
Jerusalem (Zech. 14:8). Jesus offered “living water” 
to the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4:10-
14. John’s readers living in the arid climate of Asia 
Minor would have readily understood the image of 
clear as crystal, not tainted by pollution or chemical 
runoff or debris. This all pointed to God’s providing a 
basic need that enables survival. But God’s provision 
exceeded mere survival; this river of the water of life 
would have been absolutely inviting! 

[VERSE 2] More word pictures helped to reinforce 
the abundant satisfaction found in the new 
Jerusalem. John did not provide an exact placement 
of the river, street, and trees; however, the emphasis 
came in their symbolism. When they sinned by 
tasting the forbidden fruit, God barred Adam and Eve 
from Eden to prevent them from eating from the tree 
of life and living forever (Gen. 3:22-24). 

Two aspects about the tree demand additional 
comment. First,  the tree of life was on each side of 
the river pictured abundance and certainly alluded 
again to Ezekiel 47:12. Second, a tree that bore 
twelve kinds of fruit and yielded fruit every month 
emphasized both abundance and variety. John 
resorted to using the phrase every month in a realm 
where calendars no longer exist to give his readers 
some way of understanding this never ending supply. 

The healing leaves indicated the complete absence 
of physical and spiritual want. 

[VERSE 3] Adam’s disobedience resulted in God’s 
curse. Now God declared, there will no longer be 
any curse. God dealt once and for all with sin by 
working His righteous cleansing for all who put their 
faith in Jesus Christ. Fellowship with God will no 
longer be interrupted because the throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in the midst of His people 
because the cross and the resurrection has removed 
the curse. 

The followers of Jesus will worship him forever. The 
verb will worship translates a term that was used for 
“service of worship,” particularly the kind of service 
related to worship in the temple. This term involved 
more than singing, although that would have been 
included. Rather, all that the redeemed will do 
throughout eternity will relate to the glory and honor 
of the Lord so that everything will be acts of worship. 

[VERSE 4] What Moses or Elijah could not do on 
earth, every believer will do for all eternity—they will 
see God’s face. No human on earth can look upon 
his face because sin defiles them. But Jesus Christ 
has erased all the sin and guilt. Believers will also 
experience intimate relationship with God. In contrast 
to the mark of the beast (Rev. 19:20), his name will be 
on their foreheads and implied the firm stamp of His 
holiness will never diminish in His people. 

[VERSE 5] John repeated an image from 21:25, night 
will be no more. Thieves will never have an hour 
of darkness to come and steal. The redeemed will 
always live in the light of God’s glory so they will live 
in both purity and knowledge without reserve. God’s 
people will never need to rest or sleep because they 
will have boundless energy to serve God and praise 
His name forever. All believers will reign with Christ 
forever. Although John did not give details about this 
reign, the emphasis was on the intimate communion 
between the redeemed and the Redeemer. 
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GUIDE: Direct group members to page 56 of the PSG . Encourage them to choose one 
of the following applications:

 > Look to Christ. If you have not trusted Christ, place your faith in Him . He 
desires for you to come to Him and live with Him for eternity .

 > Focus on heaven. As a follower of Christ, your citizenship is in heaven (Phil . 
3:20) . Don’t let the temporary things of life consume you, but “seek the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God . Set your mind on 
things above, not on earthly things” (Col . 3:1-2) .

 > Invite others to heaven. Identify people you know who have no hope of 
eternal life because they have not placed their faith in Christ . Pray and seek 
opportunities to tell them how they can have eternal life in heaven with Christ .

Wrap It Up
TRANSITION: Read or restate the final paragraph from page 56 of the PSG .

Eternal life with Jesus is forever and ever, so choose to make a difference 
in the short time you have on earth . You’ll have an eternity with absolutely 
no regret! 

ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): Use the eternity option on page 73 of this Leader Guide to 
help group members reflect on the importance of sharing about eternity with others .

PRAY: Conclude by asking God to increase our understanding and longing for 
heaven . Thank Him for preparing such a special place for us .

LIVE IT OUT

5 MINUTES

Grow with other group leaders at the Groups Ministry blog. 
LifeWay .com/GroupMinistry
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T HE P OIN T We can live forever in the presence of God.

ENGAGE
Looking Ahead. Check two or three phrases that you hold as the most 
important aspects of eternal life or the ones you are most looking forward to. 
Then answer the question.

____ Never dying ____ Living in eternal beauty  ____ No suffering

____ Living with Jesus ____ Seeing loved ones again ____ No sin

 

Why are these important to you?

BONUS CONTENT
ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): In advance, gather 
paper and markers for each class member. To 
start group time, distribute paper and markers to 
everyone. Instruct members to draw a picture that 
illustrates what they think heaven or hell will be 
like. After a few minutes, allow group members 
to share their pictures and why they drew what 
they did. Explain that today’s session will focus on 
what will happen at the end of time as we know it.

ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): In advance, explain to the group that you want to 
conduct an experiment. Instruct group members to bow their heads and close 
their eyes and keep them closed until they think a minute has passed. Keep 
an eye on the time and see who grossly underestimated or overestimated the 
length of sixty seconds. Then explain that today’s session focused on a time 
length that’s even more difficult to measure—eternity itself. Remind members 
of the urgency of helping others understand what eternity means.

BI BL E S T U DI E S F OR L I F E    73
© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



Social Media Helps 
April 5, 2020 
Eternal Life 
The Point: We can live forever in the presence 
of God. 
 

Suggested Email or Social Media Post 
If we were thinking our world is a perfect place, this latest coronavirus experience has sure set 
us straight. God has promised His followers a perfect home though, one that's eternal, without 
sickness or pain. This week we'll learn about this place God has planned for us! 
 

Suggest Text or Twitter Message 
If we were thinking our world is a perfect place, this latest coronavirus experience has sure set 
us straight. God has promised His followers a perfect home though, one that's eternal, without 
sickness or pain. This week we'll learn about this place God has planned for us! 
 

Additional Leader Helps 
• Visit EXTRA for additional online helps. 

BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra 

• A 20-minute podcast about this session is available for both you and your group members. 
The podcast is accessible at EXTRA or on your favorite podcast app. Search for Bible Studies 
for Life Adults. 

 

We’d love to hear how you’re leading your group during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

Lynn Pryor, Team Leader 

Bible Studies for Life 

lynn.pryor@lifeway.com 




