
Eternal Life

GETTING STARTED
DISCUSS: If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be? 

RECAP (PAGE 49): Location, location, location. Real estate agents often repeat that saying for 
clients searching for a new home . The Internet is flooded with lists to help us decide the best 
places to live, the most affordable places to live, the best places to live for clean air and water, 
and the best places to raise kids .

People have myriad reasons for choosing where they live . Of course, many people say they 
don’t choose where they live—the place “chooses” them . For example, many live where they 
do because it’s close to family or it’s where their jobs are . Regardless, we all have our ideas of 
what makes a place ideal . Yet, no matter how idyllic, no place is perfect . Problems still arise . 
And, of course, sin is ever present .

That will not always be the case, however . God has promised His followers a perfect home 
with Him that will last for eternity . The apostle John gave us a brief glimpse into the eternal life 
that awaits those who follow Christ .

GUIDE: Direct attention to The Point on page 50 . Invite group members to fill in the blanks . 
THE POINT: We can live FOREVER in the presence of God.

STUDY THE BIBLE
GIVE BIBLICAL CONTEXT: In the last chapter of Isaiah, God promised to create new heavens 
and a new earth that would endure forever (Isaiah 66:22) . In the final two chapters of the Book 
of Revelation, John began describing the fulfillment of that promise and focused on God’s 
undisputed sovereignty . He reported the descent of the new Jerusalem adorned as a bride for 
her husband and a new order in which pain and sorrow will no longer exist . 

RECAP (PAGE 50): God has promised His children an eternal home that eclipses even the 
finest neighborhoods in the most exclusive zip codes . Our home with God will be perfect 
because it’s in the presence of God Himself . Revelation 21 paints a beautiful picture of God’s 
perfect home . And that perfection is made real by the fact that God Himself will live with us in 
that place for eternity . The God who spoke the universe into existence has promised to spend 
eternity with you and with me!
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READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Revelation 21:1-5 on page 50 .

GUIDE: Direct your group’s attention to the following heading on page 50: We will live in a 
PERFECT PLACE with God forever.

RECAP (PAGE 50): Revelation 21 begins with a wonderful picture . The pain and grief we 
presently experience will no longer be an issue “for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away” (v . 1) . In their place will be “a new heaven and a new earth” (v . 1) . 

 The new heaven and earth will not merely be “new” in a chronological, time sense but in 
quality . They will be far superior to the earth we know now; they will transcend anything 
we’ve ever experienced .
 John referred to the new Jerusalem as “the holy city” (v . 2) . The place is holy because 
everyone and everything inside it is holy and righteous . This is the city of God’s redeemed 
people, and living in a city means we will live together—and together we will be in perfect 
harmony . 
 No longer will we battle the tension between pleasing God or pleasing people because sin 
and death have been defeated! We will be forever surrounded by God’s holiness . We will 
be with God! 

DISCUSS: What are some ways our culture expresses the concept of heaven? 

DISCUSS: What part of the description of heaven in verses 1-5 are you most looking forward 
to? [ALTERNATE: Why is it significant that God will dwell with His people?]

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Revelation 21:6-8 on page 51 .

GUIDE: Direct your group’s attention to the following heading on page 51: Our eternity is 
based on our relationship with CHRIST.

RECAP (PAGE 51): When Jesus hung on the cross, He cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30) . Now 
He declared to John, “It is done!” (Revelation 21:6) . All is complete in God’s new creation . On 
the cross, Jesus completed our redemption, and now in Revelation 21, He marks the end of 
redemptive history . He can do this because He is the “Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end” (v . 6) . He began history, and He will bring it to an end . Jesus is God; He existed in 
the very beginning and He still exists beyond the end .

DISCUSS: How do the promises in these verses reflect God’s character? [ALTERNATE: What 
do these verses teach us about God’s intention for our relationship with Him?]

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Revelation 22:1-5 on page 51 .

GUIDE: Direct your group’s attention to the following heading on page 51: We will REIGN with 
Christ forever.

RECAP (PAGE 51): Some people have an amazing ability to paint a picture with words so well 
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that we can taste it, feel it, and see it . John painted just such a picture with his vision of the 
new heaven and the new earth . In these verses, we “see” the incredible home promised to 
every believer . 

DO: Instruct group members to complete the activity, God’s Dwelling, on page 51, on their 
own . If time allows, invite volunteers to share their responses . 

God’s Dwelling: Draw or sketch what is described in Revelation 21:1-8, 22:1-5 . What element 
included in those verses sounds the most wonderful to you?

ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL): Ask group members to retrieve their cell phones and place them 
face down . Turn off the lights in your meeting space . After a few seconds, invite your group 
members to flip over their phones and turn on the screens or flashlights . Ask: “Why do you 
think physical darkness and light are often used as metaphors for spiritual darkness and light?” 
Allow time for responses . Explain that in the new heaven and earth, we will never experience 
darkness again because we will be in the presence of God, a light so great we won’t even 
need the sun . Close by reading Revelation 22:5 again . 

DISCUSS: In what ways does knowing how the story ends change your everyday life?  
[ALTERNATE: Which image found in these verses catches your attention?]

LEADER PACK: Display Pack Item #6, the “Heaven” poster . Lead 
your group to list a few common misconceptions our culture has 
about heaven . Then, discuss what God’s Word teaches using the 
Scripture passages on the poster . Emphasize that eternity spent 
with Jesus is a promise all Christians can look forward to .

LIVE IT OUT
SAY: “How will the promise of an eternal life with Christ affect the 
way you live this week?”

GUIDE: Direct group members to review the three bulleted 
statements under Live It Out on page 52 . Call on volunteers to 
share (1) which of these statements is something they want to pursue further, or (2) ways this 
study will transform their prayer life this week .

 Look to Christ. If you haven’t trusted Christ, place your faith in Him . He desires for you to 
come to Him and live with Him for eternity .
 Focus on heaven. As a follower of Christ, your citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20) . 
Don’t let the temporary things of life consume you, but “seek the things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God . Set your mind on the things above, not on earthly 
things” (Colossians 3:1-2) .
 Invite others. Identify specific people you know who have no hope of eternal life because 
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they haven’t placed their faith in Christ . Pray and seek opportunities to tell them how they 
can have an eternal life in heaven with Christ .

GUIDE: Invite each person to gather with two or three Christ-followers of the same gender this 
week for a deeper discussion, using Talk It Out (page 52) to guide their discussion . Encourage 
group members to spend time each day in God’s Word with the devotions found in the Daily 
Study section (pages 53-56) .

PRAY: Close your Bible study time with prayer .

DIG DEEPER 
Use the commentary below as you prepare to lead the session .

[REVELATION 21:1-2]: John offered a wide-angle view of “a new heaven and a new earth” 
while focusing on “the holy city, the new Jerusalem .” John compared the new Jerusalem 
to a “bride adorned for her husband .” With this metaphor, John explained the redemptive 
work of Christ since all of history has moved to this grand point of the marriage between 
the Lamb of God and His bride .

[VERSE 3]: “God’s dwelling” will be with His people . This referred to the tabernacle, a 
place only the priests could enter . Now God will tabernacle or “pitch His tent” with His 
people and will permanently live among them . “They will be his peoples”—a people 
distinct from all the other people of the world whom He will judge according to their works . 
Therefore, John set forth the new heaven and the new earth as the permanent dwelling of 
God’s people with the Lord God in the midst . 

[VERSES 4-5]: Nothing that grieves or pains the mind can exist in the fullness of God 
dwelling among His people; therefore, He “will wipe away every tear from their eyes .” 
His original audience would have found encouragement in John’s description knowing 
“Death will be no more .” No longer would they mourn over loss or cry in anguish or pain in 
persecution . 

Not only will God make His dwelling with humanity, He will make “everything new .” 
Nothing lies outside the effects in the consummation of Christ’s redemptive work . He will 
remove every sinful impurity and retain everything that is holy and good . He will stop at 
nothing less than completely restoring the creation to its pre-fall state and purifying all that 
retains the glory of God in present creation . 

[VERSE 6]: John beautifully pictured salvation with the image of drinking from “the spring 
of the water of life .” He drew from the imagery of Isaiah 55:1, “Come, everyone who is 
thirsty, come to the water,” and confirmed the promise of Revelation 7:17, “the Lamb who is 
at the center of the throne will shepherd them; he will guide them to springs of the waters 
of life .” 
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[VERSES 7-8]: The new heaven and new earth belong to those who inherit it through the 
covenant promises in the gospel . The phrase “The one who conquers” not only contained 
a promise but also inherently included a warning . The Lord promised to the overcomers—
those who persevere in the faith—that they will receive eternal life . However, those who 
shrink back—those who profess a step toward Christ but then return to the world—will not 
receive an eternal inheritance . 

Some in Asia Minor shrank back into the world . Because they feared persecution, they 
denied the faith, and in doing so, they revealed that their hearts were still enslaved to sin 
and darkened with unbelief . This especially seemed to be the implication for John’s list of 
the sinful attributes he named . Though not intended to be definitive, the list represented 
the full sweep of detestable sins . 

[REVELATION 22:1-2]: John continued his description of the new Jerusalem which 
began in 21:9 . He painted a picture of a city so wondrous, so perfect, so pure and holy 
that humans can scarcely grasp it . Using images from Genesis 1–3 and Ezekiel 40, John 
showed that Eden is regained . The angel showed John the sparkling “river of the water 
of life” that flowed crystal clear from “the throne of God and of the Lamb .” John’s readers 
living in the arid climate of Asia Minor would have readily understood the image of “clear 
as crystal,” not tainted by pollution or chemical runoff or debris . More word pictures 
helped to reinforce the abundant satisfaction found in the new Jerusalem . 

[VERSE 3]: Adam’s disobedience resulted in God’s curse . Now God declared, “there will 
no longer be any curse .” God dealt once and for all with sin by working His righteous 
cleansing for all who put their faith in Jesus Christ . Fellowship with God will no longer be 
interrupted because “the throne of God and of the Lamb will be” in the midst of His people 
because the cross and the resurrection has removed the curse . The followers of Jesus 
“will worship him” forever .

[VERSE 5]: John repeated an image from 21:25, “night will be no more .” Thieves will never 
have an hour of darkness to come and steal . God’s people will never need to rest or sleep 
because they will have boundless energy to serve God and praise His name forever . All 
believers will reign with Christ forever . Although John didn’t give details about this reign, 
the emphasis was on the intimate communion between the redeemed and the Redeemer . 

Grow with other group leaders at the Groups Ministry blog. 
LifeWay .com/GroupMinistry
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THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Location, location, location. Real estate agents often repeat that saying for clients 
searching for a new home. The Internet is flooded with lists to help us decide the best 
places to live, the most affordable places to live, the best places to live for clean air and 
water, and the best places to raise kids.

People have myriad reasons for choosing where they live. Of course, many people say 
they don’t choose where they live—the place “chooses” them. For example, many live 
where they do because it’s close to family or it’s where their jobs are. Regardless, we 
all have our ideas of what makes a place ideal. Yet, no matter how idyllic, no place is 
perfect. Problems still arise. And, of course, sin is ever present.

That will not always be the case, however. God has promised His followers a perfect 
home with Him that will last for eternity. The apostle John gave us a brief glimpse into 
the eternal life that awaits those who follow Christ.

6  |  Eternal Life
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GROUP TIME

THE POINT:  We can live ___________ in the presence of God . 

God has promised His children an eternal home that eclipses even the finest neighborhoods in 
the most exclusive zip codes . Our home with God will be perfect because it’s in the presence 
of God Himself . Revelation 21 paints a beautiful picture of God’s perfect home . And that 
perfection is made real by the fact that God Himself will live with us in that place for eternity . 
The God who spoke the universe into existence has promised to spend eternity with you and 
with me!

Revelation 21:1-5  1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for 
her husband. 3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with 
humanity, and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be 
with them and will be their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will be no more, because the previous things have 
passed away. 5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything 
new.” He also said, “Write, because these words are faithful and true.”

We will live in a _____________ _____________ with God forever.   
Revelation 21 begins with a wonderful picture . The pain and grief we presently experience will 
no longer be an issue “for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away” (v . 1) . In their 
place will be “a new heaven and a new earth” (v . 1) . 

 The new heaven and earth will not merely be “new” in a chronological, time sense but in 
quality . They will be far superior to the earth we know now; they will transcend anything 
we’ve ever experienced .

 John referred to the new Jerusalem as “the holy city” (v . 2) . The place is holy because 
everyone and everything inside it is holy and righteous . This is the city of God’s redeemed 
people, and living in a city means we will live together—and together we will be in perfect 
harmony . 

 No longer will we battle the tension between pleasing God or pleasing people because sin 
and death have been defeated! We will be forever surrounded by God’s holiness . We will 
be with God! 

 Bold. body_1_bullets
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Revelation 21:6-8  6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring of the water of life. 
7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he will be 
my son. 8 But the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars—their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.”

Our eternity is based on our relationship with _______________. 
When Jesus hung on the cross, He cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30) . Now He declared to 
John, “It is done!” (Revelation 21:6) . All is complete in God’s new creation . On the cross, Jesus 
completed our redemption, and now in Revelation 21, He marks the end of redemptive history . 
He can do this because He is the “Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end” (v . 6) . He 
began history, and He will bring it to an end . Jesus is God; He existed in the very beginning 
and He still exists beyond the end .

Revelation 22:1-5  1 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the city’s main 
street. The tree of life was on each side of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing the nations, 3 and 
there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, 
and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 5 Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the light of 
the sun, because the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever.

We will __________ with Christ forever.    
Some people have an amazing ability to paint a picture with words so well that we can taste 
it, feel it, and see it . John painted just such a picture with his vision of the new heaven and the 
new earth . In these verses, we “see” the incredible home promised to every believer . 

GOD’S DWELLING
Draw or sketch what is described  
in Revelation 21:1-5, 22:1-5 . What element  
included in those verses sounds  
the most wonderful to you?
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How will the promise of an eternal life with Christ affect the 
way you live this week?

 Look to Christ. If you haven’t trusted Christ, place your 
faith in Him. He desires for you to come to Him and live 
with Him for eternity.

 Focus on heaven. As a follower of Christ, your citizenship 
is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). Don’t let the temporary 
things of life consume you, but “seek the things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 
your mind on the things above, not on earthly things” 
(Colossians 3:1-2).

 Invite others. Identify specific people you know who have 
no hope of eternal life because they haven’t placed their 
faith in Christ. Pray and seek opportunities to tell them 
how they can have an eternal life in heaven with Christ.

LIVE IT OUT

Want to go a step further? Gather with two or three Christ-followers of the same 
gender. Read Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-5, then use the following summary and 
questions for a deeper discussion. 

In modern society, most people tend to avoid the topic of death. We don’t talk about it in polite 
company. We avoid cemeteries that remind us of our own mortality. Out of sight, out of mind. 
Death is an impending reality for all of us, and most people avoid the subject because of the 
uncertainty of what lies beyond. For the follower of Christ, though, death is nothing to fear 
because of the sure hope of eternal life.  

What key images stand out to you from Revelation 21:1-8, 22:1-5? Why?

What promises can we find in this passage? 

How can you remind yourself regularly of God’s promised future for His people? 

TALK IT OUT
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DAY 1:   God will make all things new.
Read Revelation 21:1-5.

Revelation 21 offers a glimpse into what eternity spent with God will look like . When we’re in 
His presence forever, “He will wipe away every tear from [our] eyes . Death will be no more; 
grief, crying, and pain will be no more” (v . 4) . Let’s consider what that will be like .

 No death. Our new home in heaven will be a place of total victory . John wrote previously 
that death would be thrown in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14) . Consequently, “death has 
been swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54) . 
 No grief. No sin, regret, or loss will remain to cause us to grieve or mourn .
 No crying. Crying is an outward expression of grief, and since grief will exist no longer, we 
will have no more cause for crying .
 No pain. Painful experiences were first mentioned as a consequence of the fall (Genesis 
3:16-19); since the sin that led to the fall will have been removed completely, all pain will 
be gone .

These things will not be in heaven “because the previous things have passed away” 
(Revelation 21:4) . All our old human habits and traits that were part of our fallen, sinful human 
nature will be gone—for eternity .

How does this description of eternity give you hope or encouragement? Ask God 
to show you how to live with an eternal perspective today.

“Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will 
live with them. They will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them and will be their God.”

R E V E L A T I O N  2 1 : 3 B

DAILY STUDY
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DAY 2:   God’s people will dwell in His presence forever.
Read Revelation 21:6-7.

All we’ve read so far describes a pretty amazing place, yet our culture has conditioned us to 
look at amazing offers and ask, “What’s the catch?” I have to be candid with you: there is a 
catch . The gift of an eternal home isn’t automatic . Jesus’ offer is open to all, but the only ones 
who can enter this new heaven and new earth are those who follow Him .

 “I will freely give to the thirsty from the spring of the water of life” (v. 6). We must admit 
we’re thirsty and believe that Jesus is the only one who can quench that thirst . When we 
come to Jesus to receive the water He gives—eternal life—He quenches our thirst .
 “The one who conquers will inherit these things” (v. 7). We’re conquerors when we stand 
strong and faithful to Christ, and we overcome and are victorious through Him . We can’t 
overcome in our own power; only when we rely on Jesus . 

When we come to Christ, we’re adopted into God’s family (Romans 8:14-15) . We will fully 
experience all the benefits of that family relationship in our future home . “I will be his God, and 
he will be my son” (Revelation 21:7) .

Go to Bible.com and re-read Revelation 21:1-7 in a few translations. Pause a 
moment to take in the reality of eternal life. Thank God for His promised presence. 

DAY 3:   Only those who have come to Christ for salvation 
will be with Him eternally.

Read Revelation 21:8.

The Lord made it clear, though, that not everyone will enjoy the benefits and glories of the new 
heaven and new earth . In verse 8, He listed “the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars .” In the past, we may have been guilty of 
these sins, but this verse is referring to those who have chosen to remain in their sin rather 
than choose Christ . God is preparing an amazing home where we will live eternally, but it will 
only be available to those who believe in Jesus Christ . Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life . 
No one comes to the Father” (John 14:6) and His eternal home without looking to Jesus as the 
only way . The “fine print” in the deed to your heavenly home is that Jesus is the only way to 
receive salvation .

Who needs to hear the good news of life forever with Christ? Pray for an 
opportunity to share the gospel with him or her.

 Bold. body_1_bullets
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DAY 4:   God’s power and abundance will be evident  
in our eternal home.

Read Revelation 22:1-3.

In Revelation 22, John used five images to describe what he saw in the vision God gave him .

 “The river of the water of life” (v. 1). A river flows in our eternal home “from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb” (v . 1) . This reinforces the truth that God is the Source of eternal life . 
 The tree of life (v. 2). Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden by disobeying God and 
eating from the tree of life . Through Christ’s death on the cross, He removed the curse, and 
we will one day eat from the tree of life . 
 The tree’s fruit and leaves (v. 2). We can see this as a picture of unending provision and 
blessing when we live in the presence of God . The leaves symbolize the full and healthy 
lives all peoples will enjoy in God’s presence . Christ has removed the consequences of our 
sin forever, and sickness and death are banished .
 The throne of God (v. 3). God will rule and reign from His throne in this city .

As you go about your day, pay attention to signs of new life found in nature. 
Whether it’s a blooming garden or a new plant budding, let these be a reminder to 
you of God’s plans and ability to make all things new.
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DAY 5:  God’s people will worship and serve Him forever.
Read Revelation 22:4-5.

We’ve been given a great picture of our eternal home, but what will we be doing? Popular 
culture paints a picture of people standing around endlessly playing harps, but nowhere does 
Scripture teach that . Instead, we will do three things:

 We will worship God. In eternity, our worship and service will be perfect because we will 
be unhindered by sin .
 We will serve God. We are called “his servants” (Revelation 1:1), but our service will not 
be burdensome . God gave Adam work to do before he and Eve sinned (Genesis 2:15), but 
only after the curse would work become toilsome (3:17) . We’re not told what our service will 
entail, but keep in mind that as we serve, there is a third thing we will be doing .
 We will reign with God. God is the sovereign and supreme Ruler over all creation, yet He 
will grant us the privilege to reign with Him forever .

God is a bountiful God and He will not hold back from His children! John’s vision points to the 
magnificence of eternal life . We’re familiar with the statement, “If it seems too good to be true, 
it probably is,” but that doesn’t apply here . John wrote that Jesus declared to him, “These 
words are faithful and true” (Revelation 22:6) .

Find some time this morning to worship God. Read Scripture aloud, listen to 
music, or respond to Him in prayer. Let God know that you’ll joyfully worship 
Him now and forever.

“We may imagine we want a thousand different things, 
but God is the one we really long for. His presence brings 

satisfaction; his absence brings thirst and longing.”
R A N D Y  A L C O R N ,  H E A V E N

 Bold. body_1_bullets
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Social Media Helps 
April 5, 2020 
Eternal Life 
The Point: We can live forever in the presence 
of God. 
 

Suggested Email or Social Media Post 
If we were thinking our world is a perfect place, this latest coronavirus experience has sure set 
us straight. God has promised His followers a perfect home though, one that's eternal, without 
sickness or pain. This week we'll learn about this place God has planned for us! 
 

Suggest Text or Twitter Message 
If we were thinking our world is a perfect place, this latest coronavirus experience has sure set 
us straight. God has promised His followers a perfect home though, one that's eternal, without 
sickness or pain. This week we'll learn about this place God has planned for us! 
 

Additional Leader Helps 
• Visit EXTRA for additional online helps. 

BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra 

• A 20-minute podcast about this session is available for both you and your group members. 
The podcast is accessible at EXTRA or on your favorite podcast app. Search for Bible Studies 
for Life Adults. 

 

We’d love to hear how you’re leading your group during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

Lynn Pryor, Team Leader 

Bible Studies for Life 

lynn.pryor@lifeway.com 




