
Week 1   God Give Us a Vision

Day 5 – Give Us a Revived Heart 

“When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ 
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw 
this and began to mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.’ But 
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 
out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a 
son of Abraham.’ For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
Luke 19:5-9, NIV
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When I think of “revival,” I tend to think of an emotional commitment 
made at the altar, or a prayer meeting where people walk away healed. 
But for Zacchaeus—the “wee little man” who climbed a tree to see 
Jesus, and who was hated by his neighbors for cheating them to line his 
pockets—revival came in his home, over dinner. Most of us are invested 
in our lives remaining relatively stable; when we find God pressing us to 
change, we usually talk ourselves out of it. Zacchaeus has many chances 
to avoid the Spirit’s conviction in this story (after all, he was in a tree; he 
could have just stayed up there). But instead, he inconveniences himself 
to see Jesus, joins Jesus in his home for a meal, and then joyfully 
announces that he will sacrifice his life savings in order to be right with 
God. Most of us wouldn’t have done that. We would have rationalized 
our need to keep the money, and left rich in possessions, but poor in 
obedience. Zacchaeus doesn’t. This short tax collector believes that even 
when revival costs him his life savings, it’s a good trade. 

And so Jesus says, “salvation,” (or new life, or the Kingdom of God) has 
come to this house today. And that new life brings forth in Zacchaeus a 
new way of relating to his possessions and his neighbors. While revival 
may begin in a church service, or at an altar, the fruit of revival is a new 
life … a way of ordering our calendars, our budgets, our relationships, 
and our attitudes around the things that are important to God. 

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, guide me today (like Zacchaeus) to spaces where I can sense 
your nearness. Give me ears to hear you, eyes to see where you’re 
moving, a heart that’s quick to obey, and discernment to know your call. 
Help me learn how you might shape my habits—the way I use the ‘stuff’ 
in my life—toward the things you care about. It’s in the reviving name 
of Jesus we pray. Amen.”


