
 

 

  

Advent – the period of preparation for the celebration of 
the birth of Christ.  

 
Laurel Wesleyan Church 

Advent Devotional 

 

November 28th through December 25th  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 
O come O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lowly exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 

O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight 

 
Chorus 1 

Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee O Israel rejoice 
 

Chorus 2 
O rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 

 



Shall come to thee O Israel 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee 
 

Ending 
O come O come Emmanuel 

Ransom captive Israel 
Jesus come 

 
CCLI Song # 1936508 

John Mason Neale | Steven Curtis Chapman 
© Words: Public Domain 

Music: 1995 Primary Wave Brian (Chapman Sp Acct) (Admin. by BMG Rights 
Management (US) LLC) 

Sparrow Song (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 

www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1036254 

  



November 29, 2021  
 
“Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the 
people. Build up, build up the highway!  Remove the stones. Raise 
a banner for the nations. The Lord has made proclamation to the 
ends of the earth: ‘Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your Savior 
comes! See, His reward is with Him, and His recompense 
accompanies Him.’ They will be called the Holy People, the 
Redeemed of the Lord; and you will be called Sought After, the City 
No Longer Deserted.” Isaiah 62:10-12 NIV 
 
We often think of the New Testament as the only part of the Bible 
about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Here in this passage from 
Isaiah, Isaiah prophesies about 700 BC about the coming of our 
Lord with His reward and recompense. Though Isaiah was calling 
on the Jews in Jerusalem at that time to prepare the way for the 
Lord, he is also clearly reminding us today that we should prepare 
the way for the Lord to enter our hearts. We should build up the 
road to our hearts to usher Him in. We need to raise up a banner 
that others may see His work in us and turn to Him. See, our Lord 
is coming and He will have His reward and His recompence with 
Him. We are the redeemed of the Lord and His Holy people. The 
Lord Himself seeks for us. He has given us the Holy Spirit so that 
we are never deserted. Let us lift up His Holy Name and praise 
Him. Let us never forget to reach out to those around us and let 
them know the Good News about Jesus Christ our Savior.   
 
 
 



Prayer: 
Father God, thank you for sending your Son, Our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ who paid the price for my sins, so that I could have 
fellowship with You.  His blood bought forgiveness for a sinner like 
me.  Nothing I can do can ever be enough to show You my 
gratitude for Your gift of salvation. You have also sent me the gift 
of the Holy Spirit so that I never have to feel deserted. Please help 
me every day to do your will to the best of my ability. For I know 
that He is coming with His reward and recompense to judge the 
world. Help me to lift up His banner for all the nations and reach 
out to others with the Good News of our redemption through the 
precious blood of Jesus Christ, our Savior. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



November 30, 2021 
 

“And it will be said: ‘Build up, build up, prepare the road! Remove 
the obstacles out of the way of my people.’ For this is what the 
high and exalted One says— he who lives forever, whose name is 
holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is 
contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to 
revive the heart of the contrite’”. Isaiah 57:14-15 NIV 

 
As we approach Christmas, the time of year we celebrate the Son 
of the Most High God coming to Earth as a lowly baby, born in a 
stinky manger, let’s remember that God chose this way to redeem 
us. The 1993 song by 4Him, says “This is such a strange way to 
save the world.” The predictions were that the Messiah would 
come as a ruler and take over through some type of political coup. 
Nobody expected the Savior of the world to come as a baby born 
to a poor carpenter and virgin in Bethlehem. 
 
God owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Psalm 50:10) and has all 
power at His disposal. However, though He lives in a “high and 
holy place,” He also lives in the hearts of the contrite and lowly in 
spirit, if we accept His plan of salvation. How humbling it is to 
realize that the Creator of the universe loved me enough to send 
His Son to the world to die for me. Thank you Jesus! 
 
Prayer:  
Dear God, I thank you that you love us so much that you gave your 
Son for us. We are full of sin and fail you all the time. Even so, you 



sent Jesus to suffer the torture of whips and the death on the 
cross so that we may live forever with you in Heaven. Thank you 
for creating a plan for our salvation and for being willing to leave 
Heaven to live among the lowly. To you be all praise, glory, and 
honor!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 1, 2021 
 

“And you, child will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go before the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of 
salvation to His people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of 
the tender mercy of our God; whereby the sunrise shall visit us 
from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” Luke 
1:76-79 ESV 
 
Is peace possible especially with all that is happening in the world? 
There is a peace that is beyond all understanding and in all 
circumstances. It’s not a peace that comes from the things of the 
world. It’s a gift that comes from the Most High through Jesus by 
His Holy Spirit.  
 
The scripture is a portion of the prophecy of Zechariah, father of 
John the Baptist. Zechariah and Elizabeth by the word of God 
conceived a child in their old age. The prophecy proclaims that the 
child would go before the Lord to give knowledge of salvation in 
the forgiveness of sins to His people. Some thought John the 
Baptist was the Christ. He was preparing the way for the sunrise 
to visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness. 
A sunrise brings light in the morning. Light replaces darkness, 
offers comfort in darkness, and guides our steps in darkness. We 
experience this when we watch a sunrise, turn on a light, light a 
candle or see Christmas lights. Jesus is the sunrise who came from 
on high. Jesus is the light. Jesus is our guide and path to peace. 



Jesus said, “peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.  Not as 
the world gives do I give you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.” (John 14:27). John the Baptist, 
prophet of the Most High, prepared the way for Jesus, Son of the 
Most High by the Power of the Most High. Let Jesus bring His light 
into your heart. He will guide your feet into the way of peace 
today, tomorrow, and always while we anticipate His return. 
Peace is possible. The angel Gabriel said to Mary, “For nothing will 
be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).  
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, thank you for offering peace to the world and to 
our hearts.  We praise you and bless your Holy name for your 
tender mercy on us, for forgiveness, for salvation, for the light of 
Jesus that shines brighter than darkness, overcomes darkness, 
and shows us that peace is possible. Continue to guide us into 
your way of peace through the Holy Spirit given to us. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
  



December 2, 2021  
 
"Forget about what's happened; don't keep going over old 
history. Be alert, be present. I'm about to do something brand-
new. It's bursting out!  Don't you see it? There it is! I'm making a 
road through the desert, rivers in the badlands.” Isaiah 43:18-19 
The Message 
 
"Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of 
old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert.” Isaiah 43:18-19 ESV 
 

In these verses, the prophet Isaiah is writing to the Israelites who 
are now in captivity in Babylon. Through Isaiah, God wanted His 
people to have faith in the One who is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever. Having faith is walking with God today, in this 
moment, and believing He will lead you in His way. 
 
Israel had already been led out of slavery from Egypt – a journey 
filled with miracles, but God had much bigger and grander plans 
for them ahead. They came into captivity because of sin. God’s 
plan is to give everyone the opportunity to be free from sin. 
 
Each one of us has lived through experiences that caused anguish, 
depression, and possibly devastation. These events can become 
part of our neurological memory. We often blame ourselves and 
repeatedly let our minds go back to the past to wallow in pity and 



blame or stoke the anger of injustice. No matter how life moves 
forward, some of us willingly remain chained to memories.  
 
 God wants to bring good gifts into our lives. Through Isaiah, He is 
crying out for our attention. Those of us that have accepted Jesus 
Christ into our lives have the Holy Spirit to prompt us to focus on 
the present. If only we will listen. 
 
These verses try to bring our attention to the good that is coming. 
In different translations of the Bible, you read, “Can you not 
perceive?”, “Shall you not know it?” or “Don’t you see it?” Isaiah 
tries to give us a glimpse into how great God’s plan for our future 
can be. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, let us learn from these words. As we take 
inventory of events in our past that are still claiming our attention, 
let us confess them to you. Let us lay them at the foot of The Cross. 
You have told us we simply need to ask for your forgiveness and 
repent to live with your Holy Spirit. Let us bring our attention to 
You in each and every moment so we can perceive all that you 
have for Your People. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 3, 2021 
 
“he says: ‘it is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore 
the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will 
also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my 
salvation to the ends of the earth.’” Isaiah 49:6 NIV 
 
What a joy it is to get together with a Christian friend or to be 
among a gathering of believers and share testimony of the 
wondrous workings of the Savior in our lives. Our like mindedness 
brings an excitement to expressing and hearing the witness of 
what God can do. I so love these places of sweet fellowship. But 
maybe this verse is saying that such a format is “too small a thing.” 
Not that we’re to stop sharing these wonderful stories among us, 
for we’re still called to encourage one another and lift each other 
up. (1 Thessalonians 4:18) 
 
But perhaps the more intentional purpose of His light within us is 
to let others know who He is to us:   those outside our like circles; 
those who may be different than we are; those who don’t know 
Him as we do. The Holy Spirit enables us to shine in order to bring 
Him glory (Matthew 5:16), that we may “bring salvation to the 
ends of the earth.” What a beautiful privilege to be so used of the 
Lord. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, may I never miss an opportunity to tell anyone 
and everyone of all you’ve done for me and the blessings you’ve 



bestowed. May the light of your Holy Spirit shine brightly from 
within me so that others would clearly see their way to You. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 4, 2021 
 
“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. The 
Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness 
to the nations. He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to 
the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God.” Psalm 98:1-3 NIV 
 
The Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is worthy of 
celebration! Through God’s amazing plan He provided a way to 
restore our broken relationship with Him. Think about that for a 
moment. When Adam and Eve committed the first sin in the 
Garden of Eden God could have written us off and left us to our 
sin. But He didn’t. “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) This beautiful gift is for 
everyone! 
 
Prayer: 
Dear God, thank you for providing a way back to you through your 
precious Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Help us to never 
forget what a priceless gift our salvation is and help us to love you 
so much that we can’t help but share it with those around us. Help 
us to be joyful in our sharing. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Verse 1 

What Child is this who laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping 

 
Chorus 1 

This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste haste to bring Him laud 
The Babe the Son of Mary 

 
Verse 2 

So bring Him incense gold and myrrh 
Come peasant king to own Him 

The King of kings salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

 
 

 



Chorus 2 
Raise raise a song on high 
The virgin sings her lullaby 

Joy joy for Christ is born 
The Babe the Son of Mary (Mary) 

 
Chorus 3 

Nails spears shall pierce Him through 
The cross He bore for me for you 

Hail hail the Word made flesh 
The Babe the Son of Mary 
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December 6, 2021  
 
“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through 
him might believe. He was not that Light but was sent to bear 
witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to 
every man coming into the world.” John 1:6-9 New American 
Standard 
 
“God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that 
everyone might believe because of his testimony. John himself was 
not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. The 
one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world.” John 1:6-9 New Living Translation 
 

Looking into the events that preceded the appearance of John the 
Baptist gives us even more insight into God’s plan. 
 
For 400 years prior to the birth of John the Baptist, God had 
maintained silence with the Jewish people. The prophet Malachi 
had warned of this. Prior to John’s birth, his barren mother 
Elizabeth became pregnant and his father was struck dumb by 
God for doubting God’s promise. Lifting both periods of silence, 
or darkness, when this baby came into the world gives it great 
significance. 
 
John the Baptist knew his mission from the time he was 
conceived. (Luke 3:2) He leapt in his mother’s womb when he 



heard the voice of the mother of Jesus. He knew that Jesus was 
the true Messiah. His job was to bring attention to the son of God 
– to shine a light that would guide the eyes and hearts of the 
people to the true light. Only by believing in God, by accepting the 
truth/light, would a person be forgiven and saved. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, let us follow the example of John the Baptist. Let 
us reach out and bring attention to the love and forgiveness each 
of us can have by accepting the light and truth of Jesus into our 
heart. So many people in our world have never been to church or 
even heard of You. Let my heart break for the lost, just as Jesus’ 
heart breaks. Make me an ambassador for Christ and share His 
message wherever on Earth or beyond He leads me. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
  



December 7, 2021 
 
“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots:  And the spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 
the Lord.” Isaiah 11:1-2 KJV 
 
One of our traditional Christmas carols asks the question, “What 
child is this, who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap, is sleeping”? This child 
was the Messiah whose birth was foretold by the prophets. The 
King of Kings was born in humble surroundings into a family 
whose ancestry was not considered to be significant any more. 
Isaiah had prophesied about the coming Messiah and had 
figuratively identified the lineage of the family tree as a rod 
coming out of the stem of Jesse, the father of King David. Imagine 
in your mind an old tree stump with no sign of life for many years 
putting forth a rod that was full of life. This green branch 
continued the lineage that would produce Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Savior of the world. As prophesied by Isaiah, His ministry here on 
earth was marked by wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, 
knowledge, and fear of the Lord.  These characteristics were 
manifested by Him because the Spirit of the Lord rested upon Him 
as He carried out the will of God, His Father.   
 
Prayer: 
Dear Jesus, as we celebrate your birth this Christmas, we also 
thank you for loving us so much that you sacrificed your life on 



Calvary to die for our sins. May we keep our eyes focused on you. 
Help us to invite the Holy Spirit to dwell in us that we may be 
faithful in serving you and doing your will. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 8, 2021 
 
“He was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was 
his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God — children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  John 
1:10-13 NIV 
 
With the story of the birth of Jesus we are given insight into His 
humble earthly human beginning.  This is a parallel for our own 
walk with Jesus, with our spiritual rebirth and the child like walk 
in faith that follows with our journey as we accept Him as our Lord 
and Savior.  Today’s world is full of distractions that can blind us 
from the gift of salvation that Jesus provided by sacrificing His 
earthbound life for our sins.  It is ironic that Jesus started His 
journey as a baby, unable to communicate with words, yet He 
became the living, breathing Word.  He has already accepted us 
into His life, we just have to open our hearts and receive Him into 
our ours.  The hymn “What Child is This” clearly asks and answers 
the question – “This, this is Christ, the King.”  If you haven’t 
already, now is the time to open your heart to Jesus and accept 
Him as your Savior.  Whether it is baby steps like a newborn King 
or a giant leap forward, come join us in the journey of faith and 
find the joy of a redeemed life in Christ. 
 
 



Prayer: 
Dear Heavenly Father, I praise you for all blessings and your grace.  
Thank you Lord that the Word became flesh with the baby Jesus, 
and walked among us as a man, and willingly sacrificed His life, for 
which all who have sinned can receive salvation.  Help us to 
remove the distractions of the world and take the time to open 
our minds to your Word so that your Word will become real within 
our hearts.  We are all children of God and praise you that we are 
redeemed through our faith in Him.  Help us to walk in Jesus’ 
footsteps and become more like Him in our ways.  As the 
Christmas season comes upon us, help us to remember the 
greatest gift of all.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.”  (John 
3:16-17 NIV)  Thank you Lord for the birth of Jesus, His life as the 
living Word, and the sacrifice He made for us.  In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen. 
  



December 9, 2021 
 
“so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.  To those who 
eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, 
for salvation.” Hebrews 9:28 NKJV 
 
“so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and 
he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation 
to those who are waiting for him.” Hebrews 9:28 NIV 
 
An angel of the Lord came to Joseph saying of Mary, “…And she 
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21) Jesus’ life on 
earth was short-lived, but was just as God planned. He loved us so 
much that He gave His one and only Son as a sacrifice that we may 
be reconciled with Him. As parents, caregivers, husbands, and 
wives we make sacrifices, but no sacrifice that we make will ever 
compare to that of our Father.     
 
Jesus will return some day, but His next arrival will not be as a 
sacrifice. It will be to provide salvation and eternal life to those 
who have a relationship with Him. “The good news of the gospel 
is that we have a home in heaven reserved for us.” 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, we know that the wages of sin is death, but your 
gift to us is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Thank you for 
sending your Son that we may be forgiven of our sins, even though 



we are undeserving. Father, help us to always remember your 
sacrificial love for us and to remain steadfast in our faith and 
obedience according to your will.  Father, we know that our time 
on earth is limited, but we await with anticipation the promise of 
eternal life with our Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 10, 2021 
 
“He himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and not only for 
ours but also for those of the whole world.” 1 John 2:2 CSB  
 
God isn’t just here for some of us.  For example, He’s not here for 
the “perfect” ones or the pastors or the white, black, or mixed, 
He’s here for all of us.  God the Father sent His Son as a baby to 
experience life as a human. God’s purpose and plan was to use His 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. All we have to do is simply 
confess our sins and ask for forgiveness. We must accept God’s 
forgiveness and move forward. Sometimes it will feel like you took 
one step forward and two backwards; that’s all part of the 
journey. I’m thankful God loved me so much that He sent His Son 
to die on a cross for my sins. 
 
Prayer:   
Dear Lord, help us realize you are here for all of us, help us to stop 
making excuses and help us start a movement in our land. We ask 
that you provide us with the strength to get through today and to 
help us give our sins to you and never pick them back up again. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 11, 2021 
 
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might 
die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 1 Peter 
2:24-25 NIV 
 
What a beautiful picture of the Messiah. One of the best parts of 
the role of Jesus is the shepherd. He sees humanity in its 
brokenness and sinfulness for we “were like sheep going astray”. 
His love for us drove Him to leave the glories of heaven to come 
rescue us as loving shepherd. Just like a shepherd, loving, caring, 
directing, and giving provision for the flock, so Jesus does the 
same for humanities’ sin.  Giving provision for our sins “He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins 
and live for righteousness”. He is a sin-bearing shepherd giving His 
life so we can experience new life in Him! He came to heal the 
mortal wound of our sinfulness and offers us healing, “by his 
wounds you have been healed.” 
 
During this advent season I invite you to surrender and return to 
“the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” Through the 
surrender to the great shepherd you will find love, forgiveness, 
and healing for your soul.  
 
 
 



Prayer:  
Lord, I now thank you for the provision and forgiveness for my life. 
I now surrender my life with its short comings, failures, and sin to 
you to find forgiveness and healing. Lord, now lead and guide my 
life now and for eternity. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 1 
Silent night holy night 
All is calm all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 

 
Verse 2 

Silent night holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia 

Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 

 
Verse 3 

Silent night holy night 
Son of God love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

 



With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 

 
Verse 4 

Silent night holy night 
Wondrous star lend thy light 

With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King 

Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 

 
CCLI Song # 27862 
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December 13, 2021 
 
 “’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me 
be fulfilled.’ Then the angel left her.” Luke 1:38 NIV 
 
What shock Mary must have felt when the angel revealed to her 
that God had chosen her to carry Jesus, the Messiah in her virgin 
womb. I can’t imagine how scared and confused Mary must have 
been, not to mention the questions her parents and intended 
husband, Joseph, must have of her related to this strange news. I 
have often questioned how I would have reacted, had I been Mary 
and received this awkward revelation, that though I had never 
taken the actions to become pregnant, God had chosen me to 
carry His Son. I seriously doubt that I would have responded in the 
same way that Mary did, as reflected in the verse shown above. 
I remember my days as a young teenager, the age that Mary was 
said to be when she was visited by the angel. I was far from God, 
and wanted do life my own way. What obedience and dedication 
it must have required for Mary to respond the way she did. Mary 
gave up her own will and submitted completely to God’s will when 
she said “may your word to me be fulfilled.” I’m awed by her 
willingness to be mocked and ridiculed while being used of God in 
such a precious and intimate way. Can you imagine how she must 
have felt knowing that she was carrying the Son of God inside of 
her? It must have been strange to feel the baby move and kick, all 
the while knowing that it was the Messiah in there. 
 
 



Prayer:  
Father, I thank you that you used the obedience of a young, virgin, 
girl to deliver salvation to mankind. Thank you for Mary’s 
selflessness and willingness to be used of you. Lord, help me to 
surrender my own plans and my will so that you can flow through 
me and use me as a part of your plan to bring lost people to a 
relationship with Jesus. May each of us be faithful to the calling 
you’ve placed on our lives and let us run our race with 
perseverance until the day you return. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 14, 2021 
 
“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart.” Luke 2:19 NIV 
 

Treasure up – stow away; set aside for safekeeping 
Ponder – think upon; revisit with intention 

 
In many ways, Mary was a mother like all others:  cooking, 
cleaning, teaching, correcting, and hugging on her children. But, 
in one extraordinary way she was like no other mother ever would 
be; she gave birth to the Son of God. 
 
We’ve not been given much information about the childhood of 
Jesus. Certainly, He ran and romped and laughed with 
neighborhood friends. There were likely the times He hurried 
home to mom crying over harsh words from others or a scraped 
elbow as a result of a tumble to the ground. 
 
Don’t you suppose that on occasion as Mary was sharing a laugh, 
or wiping away a tear, or bandaging a skinned knee, her mind 
went back to that night in Bethlehem. Those ordinary men who 
tended to the sheep spoke of the amazing things the angels had 
told them in regards to the very child she now tended to. He was 
God’s Son! Yet, He was her sweet boy too. How awesome and how 
humbling. She must have shaken her head at the wonder of it all 
and hugged herself with a smile sending up a silent prayer of 
gratitude to the Father for the privilege to be His mama. Until I get 



to chat with her in heaven one day, I can only imagine the 
countless things she treasured up and pondered in her heart as 
Jesus’ mom. Wow! 
 
As it was with Mary, so it is with us; God loves us all the same. In 
this, we’re no different from one another; and yet His love is 
unique to every one of us! As individuals, He gives us 
responsibilities to share our Jesus. So, treasure up the 
remembrances of all God has done for you and ponder in your 
heart the blessing to love and be loved by His Son. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, thank you for the wonder surrounding the birth 
of your Son. For the treasure of the Christmas story from the book 
of Luke as we celebrate this season. For the favor of loved ones to 
share this life with; its joys and sorrows too. Dear Jesus, you are 
the gift that compares to no other.  Hear our humble hearts as we 
bow before you, for the honor to be called by your name and the 
pleasure to be used in the building of your kingdom.  Be glorified. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 15, 2021 
 
“When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.” Luke 2:39-40 
NIV 
 
Joseph and Mary were obedient to the Law of the Lord. They knew 
what God required of them as new parents and they obeyed Him. 
They certainly weren’t perfect parents, but according to scripture, 
doing what God required of them was a priority and with God’s 
help they created an environment where Jesus would flourish and 
grow into the person He needed to be to fulfill His mission as 
Savior of the world. Just as Jesus’ growing up years were a 
process, a journey, so our own growth to spiritual maturity is a 
life-long process.  
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, help us to grow in your wisdom and cover us with your 
grace as we seek spiritual maturity. Help us to realize that it is a 
journey worth taking. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



December 16, 2021 
 
“The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to 
be born will be called the Son of God.’” Luke 1:35 NIV 
 
I wonder what Mary thought when the angel of the Lord said that 
she would carry the Son of God. She never questioned God. Mary 
was willing and trusted God's plan for her life.  I am thankful God 
sent His Son into the world as a baby at Christmas time.   
 
Prayer:   
Father, thank you for sending your Son as a baby to grow up and 
become the sacrificial lamb to save us from our sins. Help us to be 
open and willing to serve just as Mary did such a long time ago.  In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 17, 2021 
 
“O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of 
your maidservant; you have freed me from my chains.  I will 
sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the LORD.  
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the LORD — in your midst, O 
Jerusalem. Praise the LORD.” Psalm 116:16-19 NIV 
 
The messiah didn’t come as great military leader or a great 
political leader, He came as a servant, “O LORD, truly I am your 
servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant”. We are 
reminded in the psalm He is the son of God and the son of God’s 
maidservant. Mary, the young Jewish virgin became God’s servant 
by baring Jesus the Messiah of the world. Advent season should 
remind us of servanthood. Mary was a servant and Jesus came as 
a servant, “…. just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  Matthew 
20:28 
 
He came to fulfill the will of the heavenly Father and to “… fulfill 
my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people …”  The 
vows of salvation for the whole of humanity. Jesus put His life and 
the Father’s mission out there for the world to see, which led Him 
to the public display of laying His life down on a cross. Giving His 
life for ours is the Father’s mission.  
 



In the light of this great display of servanthood let us lay our lives 
in servitude to Jesus and others. Let’s be intentional this advent 
season to serve others just as Jesus served. Let’s rejoice and praise 
the heavenly Father for the gift of His servant Jesus! Let our lives 
bring rejoicing and celebration to the heavenly Father in how we 
serve others.  
 
Prayer:   
Thank you Jesus for being a servant! Now help me to serve others! 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   



December 18, 2021 
 
“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
child you will bear!  But why am I so favored, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is 
she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to 
her!’" Luke 1:41-45 NIV 
 
George Bailey runs through the snow-covered streets of Bedford 
Falls in the iconic scene toward the end of “It's A Wonderful Life”. 
He's overcome by the joy of a second chance at life, and wants 
everyone to take part in his gratitude. Even Old Man Potter who 
curses George right up to the very end. 
 
Rather than being startled when Baby John the Baptist leapt in her 
womb, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She began to 
praise the Lord for fulfilling His promise to send a savior. She 
recognized Mary as the mother of Jesus Christ and shouted 
blessings over her to announce the second chance at eternal life 
man was about to receive.  
 
All this occurred nine, long months before the events sung about 
in “Silent Night”. Considering all the circumstances Joseph and 
Mary faced, the nativity was anything but silent! The city was filled 
to capacity for the census - there were no rooms at any inn. The 



streets must have been bustling with commotion. When they did 
find a place to deliver the baby, it was a humble stable filled with 
bawling cattle. Mary had to place the baby in a trough meant to 
hold food for animals.  
 
Outside of town, shepherds witnessed the arrival of angels in the 
fields where they tended sheep. The scene must have been 
magnificent, awe inspiring, and overwhelming. When a king 
arrived heralds would blast trumpets, shout his name and 
accomplishments, and people would drop what they were doing 
to watch the procession. Now imagine that on a scale no one but 
God can deliver! 
 
Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Far from a “Silent Night” the arrival of Jesus Christ was a 
symphony of joyous praise and expressions of gratitude. The 
world was excited about what God would do through the arrival 
of that one tiny baby.  
 
Prayer: 
Lord, let each day begin with me erupting with praise and 
shouting my gratitude for all you've done. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chorus 
Joy to the world 
Joy to the world 
Joy to the world 
Joy to the world 

 
Verse 1 

Joy to the world the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n and nature sing 

And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing 
 

Verse 2 
Joy to the world the Savior reigns 

Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat repeat the sounding joy 
 

 



Verse 3 
No more let sin and sorrow grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 

Far as far as the curse is found 
 

Verse 4 
He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 

And wonders wonders of His love 
 

Ending 
Joy to the world joy to the world 
Joy to the world joy to the world 
Joy to the world joy to the world 
Joy to the world joy to the world 
Joy to the world joy to the world 
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December 20, 2021 
 

“Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth. And 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” Philippians 2:9-11 ESV 
 

The name of Jesus, name above every name, highly exalted by 
God because of His example of humility. Jesus was obedient to 
come to earth, in the likeness of man, not equal to God, as a 
servant willing to die on the cross for our sins. His sacrificial love 
took away our sins to bring us everlasting love, hope, peace, and 
joy. The humility of Jesus is an example for us to live by which is 
shared by Paul in his letter to the Philippians. He encourages us to 
be in the same mind of Christ and humble ourselves by doing 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit.  
 
Have your ever lifted yourself up, tried to make a name for 
yourself or defend and prove yourself especially in today’s selfie, 
social media, all about me world? When we are brought low, to 
our knees, we bring Glory to God. Jesus is Lord of our lives and He 
lifts us up. He is our defender, He is our hope, He is our peace. He 
is our joy, to the all the world. Jesus said, “For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” (Luke 14:11).  
 
This Advent season let’s celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior, Name above every name, bringing Glory to God by loving 



Him, walking in Him, serving Him, sharing Him with others and in 
humility putting Self on the Shelf.  
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, We humbly come before your throne. Thank you 
for giving the greatest gift, your Son, Jesus, a humble servant, and 
living example for us to follow. We pray that every knee would 
bow and confess that Jesus is Lord and receive your gift of 
salvation and eternal life. Help us to share and be your gospel 
message of love, peace, hope, and joy this Advent season and 
always. May we love and serve you and others above self for your 
Glory alone. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 21, 2021 
 
"For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves."  Colossians 1:13 NIV 
 
"He rules the world with truth and grace." 
 
The Truth is, we are all sinners. From the Pope to the prostitute. 
Exposing our sinful nature is the truth God uses to rule His 
kingdom.  Without recognition of our sinful nature, our repeated 
offenses, and our just reward, humanity fails to understand the 
distance between our self and God.  We are separated and apart 
from God forever. There is nothing we can do, say, or pay to close 
the gap and enter into God's presence. Truth reveals this 
shortcoming to us, and reminds us of our position in the grand 
scheme of things in relation to God. 
 
When someone offends you in some way, you have the choice to 
retaliate or forgive. Depending on the circumstance, current 
mood, or popular opinion there is no telling which way judgement 
will fall. While “forgive and forget” may be a common phrase, it is 
impossible for humans to ever forget deep wounds thanks to self-
preservation. “Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame 
on me.” Still, the decision is ours to seek revenge or turn the other 
cheek.  
 
But grace. God's grace. Abundant, around-the-clock, amazing 
grace is also used to rule His kingdom.  



 
Recognizing our sinful nature, our repeated offenses, and our just 
reward God fully understood the distance between Himself and 
humanity. He desired nothing more than to be close to us forever. 
Based on the nature and being of God, the death of Jesus on the 
cross was the only payment which could close the gap and permit 
us into His presence. Grace covers an abundance of sins, and fills 
us with gratitude at being placed in a restored relationship with 
God. 
 
Prayer: 
Father, thank you for paying the high price I could never afford to 
clear away my sins and return me to your presence forever.  In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 22, 2021 
 
“For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 
and by Him to reconcile all things to himself, by Him, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through 
the blood of His cross.” Colossians 1:19-20 NKJV 
 
Have you ever felt lost or ashamed because of something you 
have done and thought there was no one who would understand 
or that there was no way to recover from it and move forward? 
Well, we have a God that we can go to for anything and He wants 
to hear from us.   
 
However, there was a time when we were separated from God by 
sin. But God loved us so much that He became flesh and sacrificed 
His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to pay our debts by the 
shedding of His blood on the cross. Jesus’ death on the cross made 
our salvation possible.  Our salvation is not guaranteed; we have 
to believe He died on the cross for us and we must also accept 
Him as our Lord and Savior. No one gets to the Father except 
through the Son. 
 
We celebrate the birth of Christ on December 25th each year. 
Remember to take time during this busy season to thank Him for 
His sacrifice for us. Spend time in God’s Word each day. Talk to 
Him, tell Him your troubles, give Him praises for how He is working 
in your life, and always remember to thank Him for all things – 
good and bad -- as we were never promised a life without 



troubles. Reflect, repent, and remember our greatest gift is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Prayer: 
Father, as we are nearing the celebration of the birth of your Son, 
we want to thank You for that most special gift. Your love for us is 
unending and often times undeserving. Help us to remember who 
we are in Christ and what He did for us on the cross by the 
shedding of His blood. Help us to not let our Christmas season be 
all about the gifts we get or the gifts we give; let us take time to 
reflect on the true meaning of this season. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



December 23, 2021 
 
“For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; 
today I have become your Father’?  Or again, ‘I will be his Father, 
and he will be my Son’?  And again, when God brings his firstborn 
into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’  In 
speaking of the angels he says, ‘He makes his angels winds, his 
servants flames of fire.’  But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, 
O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the 
scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your 
companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” Hebrews 1:5-9 
NIV  
 
When I think about these verses, it becomes clear to me that Jesus 
is the total answer to all of our needs.  The superiority of Jesus is 
evident in His role as the Son of God and as the Son of Man, with 
His heavenly creation and earthly human existence.  This dual 
identity gave Jesus the opportunity to provide salvation for people 
like you and me, as God’s chosen Lamb, sacrificed for our 
redemption.  He is the Most High of all beings, including angels, 
because He is God’s Son.  We should all know the joy of the 
salvation that accepting Jesus as our Lord and Savior brings.  “The 
Lord, the Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my 
salvation.  With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation.”  (Isaiah 12:2 NIV) 
 
 



Prayer: 
Dear Heavenly Father, I praise you for all blessings and your grace.  
Thank you Lord for your Son, Jesus Christ, and the sacrifice that 
He made for us.  May our hearts be filled with joy for the season 
of Christ’s birth and the blessings of our salvation.  Open our 
minds to understand that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your way submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight.”  (Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV)  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chorus 

Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 

 
Verse 1 

While shepherds kept their watching 
O'er silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light 

 
Verse 2 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed the Savior's birth 

 
 
 

 



Verse 3 
Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn 
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December 24, 2021 
 
“Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to 
David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen 
from the exile to the Messiah. 
 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet 
did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly. 
 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” 
 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’). When Joseph 
woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their 
marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 
Jesus.” Matthew 1:17-25 NIV 
  



December 25, 2021 
 
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first 
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And 
everyone went to their own town to register. 
 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 
the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 
 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 



‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those 
on whom his favor rests.’ 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ 
 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 
been told.” Luke 2:1-20 NIV 
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