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February 17, 2021 
 
“That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may 
share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, that by any 
means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” 
Philippians 3:10-11 ESV 
  
Attain by any means possible? What are you willing to give to live? 
Are you All IN?  
  
Paul shared in the suffering of Christ Jesus. He was all in to know 
Him and live out the power of the resurrected life by any means 
possible. Jesus was all in, obeying the Father’s plan for our 
salvation and the death of all sin. Recall the death and resurrection 
as a daily reminder to die to self and our sinful ways and to come 
alive in His purpose. In this we share in His sufferings, but by no 
comparison will we suffer as brutally as Christ did for us. The 
purpose of the cross, resurrection, and ascension is a gift from a 
loving, gracious God to make a way for us to be resurrected to a 
new life in Christ. Christ’s obedience was for our disobedience. He 
gave us the Holy Spirit to help us as we share in the suffering, 
working out our salvation, and becoming like Him to have eternal 
life.  
 
Choose life, claim victory, attain it. Attain the resurrected Life by 
any means possible. Let the old ways die so that you can rise in 
Him for His Glory. Who would want that old way anyway? God 
made a new way. 



 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore 
with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death 
like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like 
His. We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that 
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no 
longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free 
from sin.” Romans 6:3-7 ESV  
  
Surrender it all; All IN to win. 
  
Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, and 
deliver us from the evil one, for thine is the kingdom and power 
and the glory forever and ever. May we attain and remain a 
resurrected new life through the power of your living word. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



February 18, 2021 
 
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen 
to you.” Jeremiah 29:12 NIV 
 
This scripture makes me feel welcome to talk to Him. It gives me 
comfort knowing that He will listen to me. It makes me feel happy 
that I can talk to Him about anything and He won’t judge me.  
 
I believe that this is telling us to listen to Him. It’s telling us to 
come to Him first and to not go to materialistic things. It tells us 
to call on Him. This is a reminder to us that He listens to us even 
when we feel like He doesn’t. This scripture is proof that He listens 
to us because we know that His Word is truth.  
 
Prayer:  
Dear Heavenly Father, I pray that you would guide us. I pray that 
we would feel welcome to talk to you and that we would go to 
you first instead of materialistic things. I pray that we grow in our 
faith. I pray that every day we would remain strong in you. Lord 
we know that our weakness is your greatest strength. Lord I pray 
that the devil has no hold on us. I pray that our faith is rooted in 
you. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



February 19, 2021 
 
“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my 
refuge and my fortress: my God; in Him will I trust.” Psalm 91:1-2 
KJV 
 
Who doesn’t like a nice Sunday afternoon nap? A good sabbath 
rest is knowing that you are protected by the Almighty God. When 
I reflect on this passage, the image that comes to mind is that of 
a baby sleeping quietly while his parents watch over him 
protectively. The baby may or may not be aware of any danger 
that could be nearby, but the parents are aware and will strongly 
defend their little one against anything that may threaten their 
beloved child. That is how it is with our God; He is our father and 
the creator of the universe. The one that spoke the world into 
existence loves us and protects us when we stay close to the Lord 
and put our trust in Him.  
 
In verse two, the writer of this passage, presumed to be King 
David, proclaims that he will say that the Lord is his refuge and 
fortress. “Saying” this requires a bold step on our part. If we are 
going to “say” that we will trust in God, then we need to humble 
ourselves and surrender our will to His. Sure, we may fail Him, like 
David did, but God will never fail us. He is worthy of our trust, and 
God will restore us, as He did David, Peter, and others we read 
about in the Bible. 
 



Have you experienced times in your life when God brought you 
through difficult times? I know I have, and God is faithful to bring 
us through. God has been with you through some difficult times 
in 2020. Scary things like a global pandemic, racial tensions, and a 
tense political election could push us toward anxiety or 
depression. Though we may be tempted to look around us and be 
paralyzed by fear of what the future may bring, let us rest in the 
secret place and remain in the protection of our awesome father, 
and say with the writer of this passage, “in Him will I trust.” 
 
Prayer: 
Father, we thank you that you are our provider and protector. We 
pray that you will help us to stay in your shadow and allow you to 
be our fortress. You love us so much that you sent your Son, Jesus, 
to the cross to take the penalty for our sins. We are not worthy of 
your love, but you love us, nonetheless. Let us take a stand and 
say with the Psalmist, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; 
in Him will I trust.” You are trustworthy, Lord. Help us to let go of 
our worries, and those things we would like to control, and allow 
you to be who you are, our creator and our protector. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
  



February 20, 2021 
 
“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We 
have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John testified about Him 
and cried out, saying, This is the one I spoke about when I said, 
He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before 

me.’”) Out of His fullness we have all received grace in place of 
grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1:14-17 NIV 
 
John tells us that the Word” is Jesus. And that He came to earth 
in the flesh, as a human, to live with us. Pause … And repeat that 
last sentence. Do you get it? The God who created EVERYTHING 
decided to become human so that He could live with us. The fact 
that He wanted to be close to us, sinners, is amazing and sobering. 
We needed saving, and He came to save us. While He walked the 
earth, as a man, He gave us a tiny look at what God was like. By 
watching and listening to Jesus, we get what God is really like. 
Jesus is the one and only; unique. John describes Jesus as 
overflowing with grace and truth, meaning in His grace He poured 
out kindness and blessing and favor, and His truth was not just a 
spoken word but a spiritual truth. When John says in verse 15, He 
who comes after me, has surpassed me, because He was before 
me,” John is recognizing that even though in earthly years Jesus is 
younger, he wants the people to know that Jesus existed from 
long ago. This was revealed to John by the Holy Spirit. Because of 
who He is, and His love for us, He gives us grace upon grace, as 



often as necessary, until complete. Jesus gives us ALL that we 
need, all that is necessary.  
 
In the Old Testament, God gave Moses the laws to give to the 
people. The main purpose of the laws was justice and to show us 
that we can’t keep God’s laws on our own. Without Him, we will 
always fall short. The New Testament doesn t change that. It adds 
another side of who God is. He never changes; we get to see both 
sides. And that gives us a better view of who He is. God’s law is 
justice. Sin is death, then we see God’s love. He gave the sacrifice 
that was needed for the forgiveness of sin. The cross should make 
all of us pause. Sin is serious to our God, but it is His great love for 
us that paid the debt for us and that is incredible. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear God, please help us to pause, to take the time, to realize your 
great love for us and the sacrifice made out of that love. Never let 
us forget this love and the grace you constantly grant us so that 
we can be filled with the Holy Spirit and truly live for you. Let us 
prepare ourselves to go out as Jesus did and tell everyone the 
truth about death of self and everlasting life in you thanks to your 
love and grace and mercy. In Jesus Name, Amen. 
  



February 22, 2021 
 
“The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When 
he saw Jesus passing by, he said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God!’ When 
the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning 
around, Jesus saw them following and asked, ‘What do you want?’ 
They said, ‘Rabbi’ (which means teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 
‘Come,’ He replied, ‘and you will see.’” John 1:35-39 NIV 
 
Our journey to the Savior begins with recognizing who He is and 
then spending time with Him. When John the Baptist pointed out 
“the Lamb of God” the two men who were with him immediately 
began following Jesus. They knew who He was and they wanted 
to learn everything they could about Him. Jesus saw them 
following Him and He invited them to join Him. Friends, the same 
Jesus invites us to follow after Him and get to know Him today.  
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for inviting us to follow you! Help us to 
accept your gracious invitation each and every day. Make it our 
heart’s delight to spend time with you, getting to know you better 
and becoming more like you every day. Help us to reach out to 
those you bring into our lives, inviting them to follow you as well. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



February 23, 2021 
 
“Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their 
humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the 
power of death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not 
angels He helps, but Abraham's descendants. For this reason He 
had to be made like His brothers in every way, in order that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 
and that He might make atonement for the sins of the people. 
Because He Himself suffered when He was tempted, He is able to 
help those who are being tempted.” Hebrews 2:14-18 NIV 
 
In the book of Hebrews, we often think of chapter 11, The Faith 
Chapter”, remembering those faithful believers that through faith 
not sight trusted the Lord their God to carry them through the 
darkest times. When we back up to the beginning of this book we 
see why. They had not only a God who spoke to their forefathers 
through the prophets, but to them personally as they trusted by 
faith and served Him. Even though they never saw with physical 
eyes the things they hoped for come to pass, they believed with 
eyes of faith that something better was waiting for them. Today, 
as we look forward to the future  we have faith in our precious 
Savior, God s Son, who not only loves us but also came down from 
heaven to become one of us, experiencing our pains and 
disappointments as well as our joys so He could better understand 
what we struggle with in our daily lives. Then dying for our sins, 
Jesus took our punishment and rose back to life again to give us 



eternal life and destroy Satan s grip on us. Who could ever 
imagine how wide, how long, and how deep is the love of God!  
 
We often say if he/she could only walk in my shoes”. Jesus did 
and who better to trust our whole lives with than the one who 
knows all about our humanity and poured His life out for us so we 
could be with Him forever. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for your amazing and unfathomable love to 
me. While I cared nothing for you, you refused to give up on me 
making me your son/daughter of great inheritance and blessings! 
Help me never forget what you have so willingly done for me and 
to follow you with my heart, mind, strength, and soul until I move 
from eyes of faith to physical sight of what you have prepared for 
all of us who love and serve you. In Jesus Name, Amen. 
  



February 24, 2021 
 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Matthew 6:21 
 
When I'm reading Jesus' words in red, I feel like I'm paying more 
attention. It's like when you're blindly taking notes in class and 
then the teacher says, "This will be on the test!” You sit up 
straight, put a big ole star next to it, and take note of her exact 
words. When Jesus is talking of treasures it’s easy to picture olden 
day charms—bags of coins, golden bottles, oils and perfumes; 
things we imagine were important in His time. Of course we won't 
be taking our coins or oils to heaven. Yeah, I get it, my nice new 
car can't travel with me either, even if I got that extended 
warranty. Why do we even need to read about this, Pastor Scott? 
These are things we learned in Sunday School. Well, here's why: 
we forget what Jesus really meant when He said treasure. He 
wasn't talking about coins or oils or cars. He is talking about what 
we really treasure.  
 
Perhaps you treasure spending time with your family, or helping 
others in their time of desperation, or spreading the truth of Jesus 
to those in crisis. Your treasure doesn't have to be tangible. That 
is what can go to heaven with you, my brothers and sisters. When 
we search into those treasures, those things we enjoy doing, we 
will find our hearts. We will find the things we identify ourselves 
with; who we consider ourselves as a person. Often it may be how 
others see us or refer to us. So make your treasures good. Make 



your treasures shine. Don't let your treasure be something sinful 
or painful to others, as that will be where our hearts stay for 
eternity.  
 
Prayer: 
Father, please help me see my treasures. Help me remove the 
outside opinions of the world. I know I don't need new things, 
expensive things, or a large amount of things. I just need you, to 
live like you, to love others like you, to share your love. The 
outside pressures are so heavy as they try to pull us in with new 
trends and flashy designs. But I want to be known for having the 
largest heart, not the largest house. It's so hard to find that 
balance, Father. I want to provide my family with amazing things. 
I work hard to get them what I feel they deserve, but who am I to 
say what they deserve? I know it’s not that others don’t deserve 
things, but I want to provide for my family. Guide my heart, Lord, 
to be a better treasure seeker. Lead me to others in need so I may 
share what I have. Allow me to share my gifts with those around 
me. I don't need tangible things to clutter my life, they are only 
distractions. They cause us to judge, rank, and divide ourselves, 
sometimes even lowering our own self-worth based on what we 
do or don't have. I know my treasures abound, Lord, but help me 
see them and make them stronger. Help me be a better person 
through you, Father.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



February 25, 2021 
 
“He made known His ways to Moses, His deeds to the people of 
Israel: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will He harbor 
His anger forever; He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay 
us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so great is His love for those who fear Him; as far as the 
east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions 
from us.” Psalm 103:6-12 NIV 
 
God made His laws known to the people of Israel through Moses. 
He brought them out of slavery; He rescued them from their 
enemies; yet they continued to sin. We are all sinners by nature 
and thankfully God does not hold grudges. He is a forgiving God 
and does not punish us based on what our sins deserve. Would 
any of us be able to make it to heaven if He were not so forgiving? 
I for one am grateful that He has “cast our sin as far as the east is 
from the west and can stand before him now as though we’ve 
never sinned.” Let us not forget though, “…we will all stand before 
God’s judgment seat.” 
 
Prayer: 
Father, thank you for your loving arms of mercy. Let us always 
remain steadfast in your love and guide each of us to be who you 
created us to be. Help us to remember that even if we misstep, 
you will not renounce us. Thank you for your infinite love and for 
your forgiveness. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  



February 26, 2021 
 
“Remember the wonders He has done, His miracles, and the 
judgments He pronounced …” 1 Chronicles 16:12 NIV 
 
We as Christians like to blame God and get mad at Him for things 
He hasn’t given us yet. In reality, we need to be thanking Him for 
everything He has already given us. We need to remember God 
will always provide for us at the perfect time. This means there is 
no reason to be anxious or get upset at God. As you continue to 
try and get closer to God every day, think about what He has 
already given you and be thankful for that. Take time today to 
devote your attention to God and ask Him to remind you of what 
He has given you. Think about how much you would have 
tomorrow if you thanked God for everything. How much do you 
really thank Him? Think about these things and really try to make 
God number one in your life. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for everything you have given me.  I’m sorry 
that I don’t always see how much you have given me; help me to 
see what you have provided for me, help me to be thankful for 
everything and be with me on this journey as I try and get closer 
to you. Speak to me in ways you haven’t spoken to me before and 
help me hear your voice and shift my attention toward you. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



February 27, 2021 
 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16 NIV 
 
This verse reminds me of having the faith of a mustard seed. With 
the smallest amount of faith, God can perform the biggest 
miracles. When I hear the words "whoever believes in Him" this 
can be anyone no matter the amount of faith they have. God sent 
His one and only son to a world full of sinners. He states that 
WHOEVER believes in Him shall have eternal life. At times our 
faith may be little, but we still have a big God who can do big 
things.  
 
Prayer: 
Dear Jesus, thank you for loving the world so much that you sent 
your son to save us. Our faith might not always be the biggest 
when it comes to you, but how much you love us never changes. 
Help me to grow in my faith and become closer to you. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
  



March 1, 2021 
 
“But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for 
us while we were still sinners.” Romans 5:8 NLT 
 
When we think about loving our children one of the farthest 
things from our mind is to sacrifice them so someone else can 
live—that someone else being a stranger living in sinful ways. We 
want to protect our children as much as possible. It makes no 
logical sense to willingly give up our child to face a tragic 
crucifixion so someone else can continue to live in sin on a regular 
basis, never realizing the sacrifice you just made for them. This is 
what God did for us. He chose for His Son to come to this world as 
a baby born in extreme measures followed by an adult life filled 
with negativity, betrayal, and an excruciatingly painful death on a 
cross. Why would you want to do this for someone who doesn’t 
even care to know you? It is hard to fathom. God showed His love 
for us by sending His one and only child into the world to save all 
of us; not just the ones who work in ministry or follow all the rules, 
but also for the ones tangled up in sin so deep they remain blinded 
by the power it has over them. Those who have committed 
adultery and murder are equal to the ones who have told a few 
white lies here and there, or those who have succumbed to an idol 
such as food, social media, or cell phones. God knows everyone 
will not live a life that follows His teachings, but that did not stop 
Him from sending Jesus to die for each one of us. Even for the 
worst person in the world who never comes to know Christ, He 
still gave His son for them, that they might live a life of freedom. 



It just amazes me that God loves us enough to do that. This 
passage in Romans 5:8 speaks volumes about God’s love for us. 
He knew the outcome and He did it anyway. If you are reading this 
then you need to know He did this for you. He loves YOU. It does 
not matter how you have been living or what you have done. This 
is an opportunity for you to recognize your sin, repent, and do 
your best to live for God; the past is the past and today is a new 
day! 
 
Prayer:  
Lord, I know you gave your Son to die for me and I know what an 
extreme sacrifice this was. I want to live my life for you. Please 
forgive me for the sin I have been living in and help me find a way 
out. Help me to recognize that you love me no matter what I have 
done in my past all while pushing me to make a new change in 
myself. Give me courage to spread this good news to everyone I 
meet and may their lives be forever changed as mine has been. 
Thank you for your unconditional love. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



March 2, 2021 
 
“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to His own advantage; rather, He made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on 
a cross!”  Philippians 2:6-8 NIV 
 
The incarnation was the Son of God voluntarily assuming a human 
body and a human nature. But why? What made His humanity 
unique was His freedom from sin and His life of a servant. He said, 
“I did not come to be served, but to serve.” Our example to be like 
Christ is possible if we allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives and 
ask Him to give us His will daily to serve as He did and expect 
nothing in return. If you live a life like Jesus, you will receive 
spiritual blessings beyond your expectations. Just be like Jesus, 
our perfect teacher and example. 
 
Prayer: 
Our Heavenly Father, thank you for your Son and His perfect 
example of serving others. Please give us your will daily and let 
the Holy Spirit direct our every thought and action. Thank you for 
the cross and the resurrection of your Son, Jesus, and that 
someday we will have glorified bodies like our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 3, 2021 
 
“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for 
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 
Ephesians 5:2 NKJV 
 
“And live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up 
for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” Ephesians 5:2 
NIV 
 
In Leviticus 1-4 God gives Moses the laws for making atonement 
for sins. This always included a sacrifice of an animal. God gave 
these laws because He desired to have a relationship with His 
chosen people, Israel. Through His people He brought His one and 
only Son. In John 3:16, John tells us that, For God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Jesus, His Son, says 
in John 15:13, Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down 
his life for his friends.” By sacrificing Himself for us He paid the 
price for our sins. That is indeed a sacrificial love. Before His 
crucifixion and resurrection, He gave us His only command, Love 
each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12 When we call 
ourselves Christians,” we are committing ourselves to following 
Christ. This requires us to show the same love to others that He 
has shown us by freeing us from our burden of sin and giving us 
access to God the Father. So, let us all strive to love our fellow 
men and women with the same caring, sacrificial love that Christ 



has shown us through His atoning death, a sweet-smelling aroma 
to God. 
 
Prayer: 
Almighty God, Maker of heaven and earth, Father of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, we humbly come before you to thank you for 
giving up your Son so that we could have access to you. I know 
that we have all sinned and come short of your glory, but because 
of your Son, Jesus, we are all saved. Help us as we try to follow 
your Son, Jesus, daily to show the same caring, sacrificial love for 
others that He has shown us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
  



March 4, 2021 
 
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.” John 15:13 NIV 
  
As I read this scripture, I think about all that Jesus sacrificed at the 
age of 33 to give me everlasting life with God. I am amazed that 
God, the Father, loved humanity so much that He sacrificed His 
Son on a cross so anyone could receive the gift of salvation. Loving 
someone isn t easy. There are happy times and frustrating times, 
but true love requires sacrifice. When you love someone, you are 
willing to give up personal things to demonstrate the love you 
have for that person. God demonstrated His love by sending His 
Son to die on a cross for all mankind. You can receive that love 
today; all you have to do is ask. God offers grace to forgive you of 
all your sins. He loves you no matter what you have done or where 
you have been. The song by Casting Crowns “Love Moved First” is 
the perfect example of God s love. The lyrics say: 
  
I remember where you found me,  
I m amazed by where I stand,   
Your cross is the proof, that Love Made the First Move   
  
The song also says: 
 
You came running after me,  
when anybody else would have turned  
and left me at my worst, Love Moved First.  



 
Listen to this song and be encouraged by God s love and then 
share His love with someone else today.  
  
Prayer:  
Father, I am thankful for your love and sacrifice. I am grateful for 
music and the way that you speak your message through song. 
Help me to look for opportunities to show your love to others so 
that more people can receive the gift of salvation. In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen. 
  



March 5, 2021 
 
“You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, 
because they trust in you.” Isaiah 26:3 NIV 
 
We can never avoid strife in the world around us, but with God 
we can know perfect peace even in turmoil.  Supported by God’s 
unchanging love and mighty power we are not shaken by the 
surrounding chaos. Turn your worries into prayer. Pray more 
often. Keep your thoughts on Godly things. He will strengthen you 
and help you and will uphold you with His righteousness. 
 
Prayer: 
Almighty God, King of Kings, there is nothing that you do not 
know. So, in these times of turmoil and chaos we can know perfect 
peace if we have total faith in you.  Supported by your unchanging 
love and mighty power, we know we can handle anything this 
world may send our way. Thank you, Lord, for taking our lives in 
your hands and give us peace each day. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 6, 2021 
 
“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 
or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day 
and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever 
he does prospers.” Psalm 1:1-3 NIV 
 
This verse reminds me that the choice to follow Christ will be like 
a tree planted by the water. It will be a firm foundation. It will bear 
fruit—the fruit is the people who surround me each day. It’s my 
job to teach those around me about Christ. 
 
Also, those who don’t stay with the ways of the world will delight 
in the Lord and even though there’s bad around you, you 
are always able to turn to God. He will bless your life when you 
turn to Him. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for everything that you have helped me 
through and I hope you can help others who are struggling right 
now. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



March 8, 2021 
 
“So my spirit grows faint within me; my heart within me is 
dismayed. I remember the days of long ago; I meditate on all your 
works and consider what your hands have done. I spread out my 
hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.” Psalm 
143:4-6 NIV 
 
You kept my eyes from closing; I was too troubled to speak. I 
thought about the former days, the years of long ago; I 
remembered my songs in the night. My heart mused and my spirit 
inquired: “Will the Lord reject forever? Will He never show His 
favor again? Has His unfailing love vanished forever? Has His 
promise failed for all time? Has God forgotten to be merciful? Has 
He in anger withheld His compassion?” (Psalm 77:4-9 NIV) 
  
The lament of the psalmist David and of his appointed musician 
Asaph are the same. One being felt physically by a king in distress 
and the other to be communicated through music representing 
the "Cry of my Heart." These two combined illustrate the 
importance of two facets or necessary features of praise in the 
worship of Yahweh! 
 
David says, "I remember." Remembering is good and one could 
assume referenced the telling of the stories of old— tales passed 
from one generation to the next, traditionally from a father to his 
children. Accounts ranging from the beauty of "In the beginning, 
God created” through the excitement of an "out with the old, in 



with the new" exodus experience leading to the establishment of 
holiness "A Priesthood among us”, the unforgettable trials 
associated with the wanderings in a desert, this journey in a 
foreign land called life, and the ultimate responsibility of the 
giving and receiving of the blessing of God and the laws which 
govern them and its subsequent incorporation into the life of a 
chosen people, in a promised land, for a specific purpose. 
 
One could also consider the remembrance of these same stories 
of old, these days of long ago, to be of importance and wisely 
consider them in "this time of uncertainty" during the process of 
making right decisions—decisions that would profoundly alter 
your life and the lives of those around you. This could quite 
possibly influence the lamenting of a king. I have a tendency "a 
tickling of heart strings" to believe it may have been more along 
the line of David's personal walk with the Lord.  
 
“I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little 
children (remembering the days of long ago and the works of His 
mighty hand), you will never enter the kingdom of heaven, 
therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3-4 NIV). It all started 
creatively "In the beginning" at an earlier time. David was born 
the youngest of eight brothers and eventually appointed as the 
lowly tender of the family sheep. Thus, rendering him outta sight, 
outta mind. Then one day—much to the surprise of his brothers—
David was summoned to the house by his father at the request of 
Samuel, the last of the judges. Not only over his brothers, but over 



the whole nation of Israel, young David was chosen by God the 
Father because of one thing, the condition of his heart. He was 
then anointed by Samuel as a man after God’s own heart. This 
does not reference his goodness or his perfection as a man, but 
this shepherd boy’s pursuit within the perfection of his God. 
Manifested throughout his lifelong pursuit were often times when 
this shepherd boy, musician, warrior, man, king, fell drastically 
short (made a bad choice). Fast forward many years to being at a 
pivotal crossroad, David cried out to the one who was the author 
of his life, the one who was ever present, the one who had chosen 
him and had him anointed for such a time. 
 
His heart cry won! In this purist form of praise together in his 
pursuit of Abba Father was worship enough! During this worship 
all his doubt disappeared, and his adversary "Evil" who only 
sought to devour and destroy was defeated! Can we relate? Can 
we raise a hallelujah? "Set my feet upon the sea, till I'm dancing 
in the deep." I would like to suggest that each of us sit down, take 
some time during this Lenten season and pen Psalm 151—your 
very own song—which you must sing if it is ever going to be heard; 
a difference maker! 
 
Prayer: 
Abba Father, in my state of exhaustion, I offer praise, thanksgiving 
for revelation throughout your Word. Your majesty exceeds and 
overwhelms me. The fabric of your presence is so intricately 
woven into the story of your created order. Faith, hope, love; this 
love you gracefully rain over us as we live and walk as strangers in 



a foreign land yearning for the day of thy kingdom come is without 
borders.  
 
My response to this love often falls short. But, in your fullness, 
through it all, the glory of this crowning extends hope. It is the 
strength needed to bear the torch, to bear witness to the light of 
this love that you cast before us in our morning that’s only 
intensified throughout our days and endures long into our night. 
Enable us Lord to reach out touching others with our song, waiting 
and watching, running and dancing relentlessly into your arms. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



March 9, 2021 
 
“Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. Thou, 
through thy commandments, hast made me wiser than mine 
enemies; for they are ever with me. I have more understanding 
than all my teachers, for thy testimonies are my meditation.” 
Psalm 119: 97-99 KJV 
 
Many are drawn to church because of the message of mercy and 
grace. They learn that God loves them and is always with them. As 
they begin to grow in faith, they encounter the commandments 
and need to apply these standards to their lives. These are the 
laws of God. Absorbing and shielding ourselves with His armor is 
what protects us from our enemies. Devoting more time and 
effort to understand God s Word is what allows us to abide in 
Him and He in us” (John 15:4). Each time we sit with The Word, 
our blessings grow. 
 
Love of God s word shown by meditation is wonderful and worth 
enjoying. Your commandments are always with us and make us 
wiser than the world that surrounds us. For meditation promotes 
understanding and wisdom; God s wisdom is greater than man s 
wisdom. Divine wisdom exceeds human wisdom and tradition; 
obedience promotes understanding. 
 
Prayer: 
Loving Father, the more I realize your grace and love toward us 
the more your word becomes precious. Your goodness and mercy 



is laid out in your word and it is forever true and established in 
heaven, for which we praise your holy name. Heavenly Father, 
thank you for your written word which leads us to your living 
word. We delight to meditate on you Lord Jesus and drink from 
the life-giving truth that is contained in you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
  



March 10, 2021 
 
“With my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth. In the way of 
your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. I will meditate 
on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I will delight in your 
statutes; I will not forget your word.” Psalm 119:13-16 ESV 
 
Recall what Dr. Ed Gross in our Disciple Making Movement 
training shared. One of the questions to ask ourselves as we read 
God s word is: If we believe this passage is from God, what 
behavior must we change this week?” This is an I will …” 
commitment which leads to spiritual growth, living in God s will, 
putting on daily armor against the enemy, and making disciples 
who make disciples. There are a few “I will” commitments already 
revealed in today s passage: Declare all the rules of your mouth, 
delight in the way of your testimonies, meditate on your precepts, 
fix my eyes on your ways, delight in your statutes, and not forget 
your word. Wow, that seems like a big to do list, but God is not 
about a do and don t check list as much as He is about hiding His 
word in our heart so that it becomes a way of life. Have you 
noticed that when we get to know someone we often become like 
him or her? To know more about God and His ways is to get to 
know Him and His ways. This requires spending time with Him—
quality, quantity, and quiet time. Reading His word day and night, 
declaring it, praying it, reading it again, and remembering it. Let it 
soak in before you begin to fill your mind with other things. Let it 
soak in again before you rest for the night. What is last on your 
mind and heart can be first and what is first on your mind and 



heart can be last. Let it be God s word. What a delight it will be to 
not forget His Word and Way and have a weapon to not fall away. 
Begin with today s passage and try an I will …” and watch it 
become God s will. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, as I read and hear your word in Psalm 119:13-
16, with my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth, may I delight 
in the way of your testimonies, may I meditate on your precepts, 
and fix my eyes on your ways. I will delight in your statutes and 
help me to not forget your word. Hide it in my heart to live in your 
will. In Jesus Name, Amen. 
  



March 11, 2021 
 
“Jesus answered, ‘It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’“ Matthew 
4:4 NIV  
 
This scripture is telling me that I can’t just live on materialistic 
things, but that I need to walk in truth; that I need to live by God’s 
morals. I can’t do whatever I want. I need to do what’s right in the 
eyes of the Lord and yes, we are going to make mistakes and mess 
up sometimes. But we really need to try our hardest to live like 
God.  
 
We learn from this that we can’t rely on things that people say. 
We can’t rely on our friends to tell us what’s right or wrong. We 
can’t rely on anyone but God. He is the real prize that we have to 
chase after. We have to focus on Him. We have to talk to Him. If 
you’re not sure what to do ask God. He will give you the answer, 
but after that it’s your choice. You can do the right thing or you 
can do the wrong thing.  
 
Prayer:  
Dear God, I pray that I live on your word. I pray that we would not 
live on bread alone, but we would live in the truth. I pray that we 
would dig into your word. I pray that we will understand that we 
are going to make mistakes and that we are not always going to 
make the best decisions, but we can always repent and ask you to 
forgive us and you always will. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



March 12, 2021 
 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him 
who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 1 
Peter 2:9-10 NIV 
 
Where the NIV says “… a people belonging to God …,” the KJV says 
“a peculiar people …”  Peculiar? I tend to think odd, strange, 
different, as in “is that a good thing?”  Hmm. As I ponder it further, 
perhaps we’re odd because we choose to declare His praises even 
(and especially!) when things around us seem bleak. We’re 
strange because we shine with a light that is not of ourselves, but 
of the Son who has called us out of this world’s darkness. And 
we’re different because that which we deserved has been 
withheld from us through the mercy of the cross. Given all of that, 
I’m thinking peculiar is, indeed, “a very good thing!” Don’t you? 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, thank you for calling me one of your own. Use 
me to brighten the lives of others with the light of your love. Help 
me show mercy and grace, that they may see you, Lord Jesus. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 13, 2021 
 
“From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near.’” Matthew 4:17 NIV 
 
Oftentimes, throughout the Bible and Jesus’ teachings, He has 
asked us to receive Him and ask forgiveness for our sins (For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God [Romans 3:23]). 
 
Jesus wants us to live in heaven with Him. He is asking us over and 
over to repent from our sins and to live differently so that others 
will know we belong to Him— Come out of the dark and into the 
light (see John 3:19). We do not know the day or time when Jesus 
will return to earth and take His followers to heaven—we must be 
ready. If that day is tomorrow, will you be ready? 
 
By repenting and becoming a Christian, we have a constant 
companion and friend, and the gift of heaven awaiting us when 
we leave this earth. Jesus wants this for us, and He wants us to 
share His word so others may learn of His mercy. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Father, thank you for everything you have done for us. Thank 
you for filling our hearts with joy and becoming the sustenance 
we need in life. Help us to be ever-mindful of being a Christian 
example to our families, friends, and those we encounter on a 
daily basis that we do not know. Help us to continue to spread 
your word, and to show others that we are different from the 



world because we have received your gift of salvation. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
  



March 15, 2021 
 
“And Jesus answering said unto them, ‘They that are whole need 
not a physician; but they that are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.’” Luke 5:31-32 KJV 
 
Jesus knows our hearts. In this passage of scripture, Jesus is calling 
down the scribes and pharisees, who were the religious leaders of 
the time, for their criticism of Jesus for associating with sinners. 
He had just been invited to a feast at Levi s house. Levi was a tax 
collector, who in those days were viewed as thieves and traitors 
among the Jews, because of their extortion of taxes. Jesus came 
to earth to heal the world. He touched and healed many people, 
both physically and spiritually, during His three years of ministry 
among humans, but through His death on the cross and 
resurrection, Jesus heals ALL who accept Him as Savior. 
 
Jesus associated with many sinners” throughout the Bible such 
as prostitutes, adulterers, tax collectors, and a certain hot-headed 
disciple who lashed out in anger, using violence to injure another. 
None of us is worthy of God s love and forgiveness, certainly not 
me. But are we guilty of heaping the same type of judgment on 
others that Jesus condemns in this passage? Do we look down on 
others who need healing from Jesus? 
 
The next time we are tempted to disassociate from sinners” or 
look down on anyone, remember that they are the ones in need 
of a touch from our Great Physician” who can heal them. They 



are the ones Jesus came into this world to call to repentance and 
salvation. If we are believers in Christ, then we have accepted His 
healing and forgiveness. Why not give that grace to those in need 
of a touch from the Lord? 
 
Prayer: 
Jesus, you have not called us to condemn the lost; their sin has 
already condemned them to death. Help us to examine our hearts 
toward others in need of salvation. Help us to realize, once again, 
that you came to call sinners to repentance, and we were all 
sinners at one time, before we asked you into our hearts. We 
thank you that you forgive the sins of those who call on your 
name. You died on the cross to take the weight of the sins of all 
humanity for us. As we approach Easter we celebrate that the 
story didn t end there, but that you rose from death and hell and 
are again seated at the right hand of the Father.  Thank you for 
dying for a sinner like me, Jesus. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 16, 2021 
 
“He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses 
and renounces them finds mercy.” Proverbs 28:13 NIV 
 
We are all sinners. If we don t acknowledge the sin, if we try to 
blame others, if we try to justify what we have done, it weighs us 
down. It will steal our joy and it takes from us the very thing God 
intends for us to have as believers—total faith in Him and His 
promise of unending mercy and grace. When we confess our sins 
and stop doing whatever it may be, we feel the freedom, the joy, 
the uplifting by His grace and mercy, we are able to receive what 
God has intended for us. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Heavenly Father, we cry out to you for mercy and grace. As 
each new day brings endless possibilities to give in to the sins of 
this world keep us focused on continually seeking you with all our 
heart. Guide us to experience spiritual prosperity. Help us to 
guard our minds, hearts, and tongues so we may accomplish what 
you intend for us. Let us spread the word that only with you and 
for your glory could any of these good things be done. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
  



March 17, 2021 
 
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.” Acts 3:19 
NIV 
 
Heat, humidity, hard work or exercising in the hot summer sun. 
Sweat drips in our eyes and we feel like a used up rag. Then, we 
step into a delightfully cool shower and lather up with fresh-
smelling soap and shampoo. Immediately, we feel refreshed and 
revived! Jesus invites us to experience the reviving and refreshing 
of our souls that only comes from repenting of our sins and 
turning to Him. He will wash away all the dirt of our sin and make 
us clean again. We just have to ask Him. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for cleansing us from our sin and refreshing 
us with your Spirit. Help us to delight in time spent with you. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 18, 2021 
 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9 NIV 
 
Did you ever lie to your parents growing up? If you say no, you re 
lying to yourself right now. We are all guilty of fibs, white lies, 
untruths, omissions, inconsistencies, and more than likely a big fat 
lie. What happened after you lied was likely affected by your 
choice to either come clean and change your behavior or to keep 
lying and pretend you did nothing wrong. How many times has 
that second option worked out in your favor? Even if you got one 
over on your parents, did you really feel better when it was all said 
and done? Did you do yourself any justice? What were you doing 
that was so bad that you had to create an even bigger lie to keep 
doing it? Was it bad enough that your parents would have 
stopped loving you for it? Not likely. Would your guilt be lifted had 
you cleared your conscience after the first lie? Would you be more 
free without that constant nagging of knowing you probably hurt 
your parents hearts, seeing how parents always know when their 
kid is lying to them? Could you imagine doing the worst things, 
telling the worst lies, knowing your parents knew every 
horrendous detail, but being able to kneel in front of them to 
confess, knowing you would be completely forgiven and accepted 
after doing so? That, my fellow Christians, is what God s love is.  
Prayer: 
Father, Oh Father. My Lord. My God. My Savior. My Redeemer. 
You have set me free. You alone, despite my faults, my failures, 



and my flaws, have come into my life to release me from my sins. 
Through all the hurt I ve caused, the mistakes I ve made, and the 
constant disappointments I see in myself, you still chose to save 
me. I could never imagine living without sin. It s all around. I don t 
try to sin, Father. I try to steer clear of darkness, but I m so weak 
in my human flesh. Father, I ask you to strengthen me. Help me 
live the vow I took to follow you. Remind me that the reward of 
receiving you is greater than anything this world could ever offer 
me. There is no sin worth dying for that could even come close to 
the glory of knowing you. Help keep me close in my darkest times 
of weakness, Lord, so my heart may remain pure. Father, I thank 
you for your gift of love. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



March 19, 2021 
 
“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has 
committed, keeps all my statutes, and does what is lawful and 
right, he shall surely live; he shall not die.” Ezekiel 18:21 NKJV 
 
The book of Ezekiel was written during the time of Israel s and 
Judah s captivity. Israel had been carried off into slavery by the 
Assyrians about 722 BC and Judah was carried away into captivity 
by the Babylonians about 586 BC. Jerusalem was demolished. This 
discipline was brought about by the many sins of Israel and Judah. 
They consistently broke their covenant with God. They put profit 
before people, worshiped idols, murdered, and committed 
adultery. God is a holy God and a totally righteous judge. 
However, He is also a merciful, loving God. In spite of the children 
of Israel s transgressions, God was still calling them back to 
Himself. God was telling the prophet, Ezekiel, to let the children 
of Israel know that if they would repent from their wicked ways 
and follow His laws they would be saved. Today, Jesus is still 
calling us to repent of our sins and follow His command to love 
one another as He loves us so that we may be saved. Those of us 
that have already heard His call and repented of our sins are 
obligated to let others, who have not heard the Word, know about 
the good news and help them find peace in Christ as we have.  
 
Prayer: 
O God our loving and merciful Father, thank you for your constant 
love for us. Thank you for your Son, our Lord and Savior. Thank 



you for the reminder to repent of our sins, and to constantly strive 
to follow your Son, Jesus. Lord, help us to reach out to others, with 
love, to bring the Word, the good news to those still living without 
knowledge of your great love for them. Show us how to help 
others find peace in you. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 20, 2021 
 
“The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9 NIV 
 
God is not on our timetable. Jesus is waiting for more people to 
repent. We, the people who have repented, are God s workers. 
We must help lead non-Christians toward Christ. But, how do we 
do this in such a hostile environment? We need to live out the 
word in our daily experiences, displaying the Lord Jesus through 
our actions to an ungodly world. Preach the Word and display the 
Word of God. Be like Jesus! 
 
Prayer: 
Lord God Almighty, you are the Alpha and the Omega. Your time 
is infinite. Our time is measured in years; your time is eternal. 
Please help us do our job in the time we do have and lead people 
in your direction. In this hostile environment we live in, please 
protect your people from persecution when we try to do your 
work. Please let the Holy Spirit work through us to complete the 
work Jesus started. You are the Power and the Glory, now and 
forevermore. In Jesus Name, Amen. 
  



March 22, 2021 
 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy 
name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 
Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who 
redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with 
lovingkindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with 
good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” Psalm 
103:1-5 NKJV 
 
… lest the rocks cry out. What could we give to God that is of any 
value? What can we offer Him? What would be worthy to present 
to the Creator? What could we possibly give to the One who gave 
Himself for us? All we have He has given us. When we reflect on 
these questions, can we offer anything other than worship? 
Consider this, only you and you alone can honor God with your 
praises. Only I can give Him praise that is uniquely from me. 
Blessings and praises to the Lord. To Him! From me, to my 
Redeemer.  
 
Prayer: 
Father, please accept our prayers through Christ Jesus, who, 
seated at your right hand, intercedes for us. Our desire is to honor 
you in word, thought, and deed. May our walk be acceptable to 
you as we offer you our worship, both individually and as a body. 
With praise and thanksgiving, In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 23, 2021 
 
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-17 NIV 
 
Our tendency is to move at a fast pace, consume what we want, 
and leave a trail of destruction in our wake. We're focused on self. 
There are times we might spare a thought for a friend or stranger 
if there's something in it for us. 
 
God invites us to lead a different lifestyle. “Rejoice always” by 
adjusting your thoughts toward gratitude. The cattle on a 
thousand hills may be His, but He makes all of creation available 
for our care and benefit. “Pray continually” by drawing attention 
to what God has done for you, given to you, and brought you 
through. Take time each day to tell Him thank you. 
 
During this Lenten season, slow down. Look around at all the Lord 
has given you to steward and to bless you. Appreciate His gifts by 
offering thanks and extending your bounty to someone less 
fortunate. Their greatest need may be to see God's love 
demonstrated through you! 
 
Prayer: 
Father God, I don't deserve the many blessings you pour into my 
life. Thank you for each and every material gift which you provide 
to nurture me, to accomplish your work, or to bring unexpected 



joy. Thank you also for the invaluable spiritual treasure you 
secured for me through Jesus. Guide me to moments where I can 
reflect your love to others as a way to show my endless 
appreciation for You! In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
  



March 24, 2021 
 
“We wait in hope for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. In Him 
our hearts rejoice, for we trust in His holy name. May your 
unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in you.” 
Psalm 33:20-22 NIV 
 
When I think of these verses, they remind me of the armor of God. 
One piece is the shield, which represents our faith. These verses 
say that He is our shield and we trust in His name. So, how does 
this trust and shield come about? It comes from hearing and 
studying the Word of God. We receive His shield and unfailing love 
because our total faith is in the Word of God. So the question is, 
do you have total faith in the complete Word of God from Genesis 
to Revelation? If you do, you will receive many blessings. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, you are all-knowing. You know our hearts.  Please help 
us through the Holy Spirit to have total faith in the Bible, the 
inerrant Word of God. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
  



March 25, 2021 
 
“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved let us 
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.” Hebrews 12: 28-
29 KJV 
 
Our hope is built on the sure promise of a kingdom that will never 
end, and a king that will never cease from ruling. For all those who 
know Him, who have believed in Him, we will forever rule and 
reign with Him. Our secure future and eternal inheritance 
motivate us to faithful service, and to true worship. The very 
character of God is a further motivation. Those things which are 
created will be consumed. We have a relationship with our God 
and therefore must reject those things that have no value. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, thank you that in God I have been forgiven of my 
sins and been promised an everlasting inheritance. Thank you that 
I am part of Christ s body, and am promised a spot in your 
kingdom, which cannot be shaken. I pray that my life, from this 
day forward, would show my thanks and gratitude, not only with 
my lips but in my life. Thank you that I have been saved by grace 
through faith in Christ. Thank you that your kingdom can never be 
shaken and that in Christ I have an inheritance in heaven. Accept 
my humble praise and everlasting gratitude for all Christ has done. 
Thank you that the fires of your consuming judgement were 



poured out on Christ for us. I pray that we take to heart the truths 
that are laid out in Hebrews. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 26, 2021 

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in 
Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For He chose us in 
Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 
His sight.” Ephesians 1:1-4 NIV 
 
I love the confidence that Paul exudes in the opening statement 
of a letter to his friends (us). His understanding of who he is and 
of who's he is isn’t lost on the recipients of his friendship. We can 
see it, feel it, almost taste it! 
 
“Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you 
may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the 
Lord is good.” (1 Peter 2:2-3). I’m still in your hands. This is my 
confidence! 
 
In our restoration story, we find out along with the "breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life" (Genesis 2:7) there is also a need for 
grace and peace to go along with this "becoming a living being” 
(Genesis 2:7). Grace and peace through faith. Not so much faith in 
what, but faith from what/who. This Being Paul wrote about and 
I have become accustomed to is a work in progress, a journey, a 
friendship! This blessing from God our Father has its beginning 
and end in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



"Before I spoke a word, you were singing over me.” Praise be to 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! This statement says that 
Yahweh is our Father and the Father of Jesus and makes Jesus as 
dependent on the Father as we are. This makes Jesus my brother, 
and me co-heir to the treasures of heaven. 
 
What do these treasures of heaven look like? Streets of gold and 
precious stones don't amount to much in the kingdom in which 
eternity will be spent. On the other hand, this multitude that no 
one can count, standing before the throne and in front of the 
lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their 
hands, in awe crying out, “Salvation belongs to our God!” 
(Revelation 7:10) seems more like "every spiritual blessing in 
Christ Jesus" to me. 
 
Take some time and finish reading chapter 7 of Revelation and 
possibly the rest of the book. It is beyond amazing, this plan and 
its purpose the Lord God our Father has for us. It's not just about 
the destination, it's about the journey. He is sharing with us in this 
journey every step of the way! 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future … You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11, 13) The journey is important. Our 
interaction reveals the desire of the heart. Our relationship with 
our brother and Lord is a difference maker. This establishes the 
faith through which grace thrives, is extended through us, and 



never ending. “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet 
to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5) Praise the Lord! Family, friends, 
neighbors, enemies, the least of these; you are the apple of His 
eye. We struggle to recognize this sometimes. It often helps me 
to remember how He loved the last item on this list—me! "Take 
courage my heart, stay steadfast my soul, He's in the waiting. Hold 
on to my hope and watch victory unfold.” (Bethel Music) This is 
blessing in the heavenly realm according to His pleasure and will. 
 
Prayer: 
Father God, I cry out, in my shortcomings, for the sake of your 
sons and daughters. Have mercy on this child of yours, for I know 
of your grace. It extends as far as the east is from the west. Let us 
sing of every spiritual blessing through Christ Jesus. I, like Paul, an 
apostle of Christ, by the will of God must stand in confidence in 
the eyes of men, for all are your children and your desire is for not 
one to parish. From birth I was cast on you, from my mother's 
womb you have been my Lord! For this above all I give thanks and 
praise. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



March 27, 2021 
 
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God s 
will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:1-2 NIV 
 
A lot of people are scared to jump all in and be swimming” in 
faith in God. People second guess sacrificing things like time, 
sleep, TV, and even things like sports and video games. Don t be 
scared. We read all of these stories about how people did amazing 
things in the Bible. They were done when people had faith in God 
and sacrificed other things. Think about what things you need to 
give up in your life to be closer to God and to be all in”. This could 
be things like certain music, addictions, or even relationships. 
Consider yourself challenged to sacrifice those things and give 
God a chance and see what He does in your life. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for today and giving me the opportunity to 
make sacrifices in my life. Help me to successfully give things up 
that are necessary to building up my relationship with you. Be 
with me on this walk with you and help me to make the right 
decisions. Help me to do what pleases you and be with me on this 
difficult journey that comes with being a Christian. In Jesus Name, 
Amen.  



March 29, 2021 
 
“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” John 4:23-24 NIV 
 
Prior to these verses, the Samaritan woman told Jesus that the 
Jews claim the only place to worship is in Jerusalem. Jesus’ 
response to the Samaritan woman is what you read in John 4:23-
24. What I gather from these verses is that true worship is not tied 
to a specific location or building because God is omnipresent 
(everywhere). If we make time for daily activities, can we not 
make time to spend with God each day? If we practice and learn 
to be intentional about the time we spend with Him each day we 
will be able to submit ourselves humbly before Him with pure 
hearts and we will become true worshipers in truth and in spirit. 
 
Prayer: 
Father, help us to clear our minds and to remove the distractions 
that prevent us from spending time with you. Fill our minds with 
your words and our hearts with your spirit so that we may become 
true worshipers. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
  



March 30, 2021 
 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting.” Psalm 139:23-24 NIV 
 
Isn’t it much easier to point out someone else’s offensive (even 
worse—“wicked”—according to the KJV) ways than to have to 
look at your own? Has been for me. Yet these verses ask for God 
Himself to do the searching and the testing. While my thoughts 
and my heart most certainly have need of examination, I am sure 
that the fullness therein is a love for the one who first loved me, 
and a desire to become all He created me to be. Although it may 
be painful, I must allow Him to lead me in all things in order to 
become more like Him and better reflect His glory. 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, may I always be willing to make the adjustment 
you ask of me. When I stumble, raise me up that I may walk in the 
way everlasting as would be pleasing to you. In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen. 
 
  



March 31, 2021 
 
“To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes 
the reply of the tongue. All a man’s ways seem innocent to him, 
but motives are weighed by the Lord. Commit to the Lord whatever 
you do, and your plans will succeed. The Lord works out everything 
for His own ends—even the wicked for a day of disaster.” Proverbs 
16:1-4 NIV 
 
It seemed like a good idea at the time. Famous last words as 
another one of our elaborate plans falls into ruins. How many 
times have we set out to accomplish something great—for our 
own selfish ambition or even in the name of the Lord—only to 
have it all blow up in our face? 
 
The heart is deceitful and often leads us with selfish desires. That 
is the moment our path becomes riddled with problems. Even 
when we set out to do God's work, we can get it twisted and 
confused by thinking the outcome is dependent on our efforts. 
 
Not in God's economy! He is in charge. He lays out a perfect path. 
He makes that way clear by reading His Word. The fastest way to 
set aside our self interests is to hand our plans over to the Lord 
and ask for His blessing. Sometimes that means dropping our 
plans altogether in favor of a better plan He's devised! 
 
 
 



Prayer: 
Lord, protect me from a day of disaster by guiding me to follow 
your good and perfect way. Remind me of the mistakes, missteps, 
and misfortunes of my self-guided past. Encourage me with joy 
and blessings as I set my feet to the path lit by your Word. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
  



April 1, 2021 
 
“Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair: 
and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.” John 12:3 
KJV 
 
Mary showed her love and devotion for Jesus by humbling herself. 
She used a very expensive ointment to anoint His feet and her hair 
served as her towel. This may or may not have been totally in line 
with the customs of the day but it was her unique way of 
expressing her love. At the conclusion of this event, we see where 
the fragrance of the spikenard permeated the house. This reminds 
us of our responsibility as a follower of Christ to carry His 
fragrance” and reflect His image. Just as there are many different 

fragrances of perfume, there are many fragrances” of our Savior. 
We should emanate love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control to name a 
few. Do the spiritual fragrances that we emit reflect how much 
time we spend at Jesus’ feet? Do our homes reflect the fragrance 
of Jesus? Do our relationships allow people to see Him shine 
through us? We can be more like Him only as we submit to His will 
and allow Him to do His work in us. 
 
Prayer: 
Thank you, Lord, for the guidance your Word provides to help us 
in our Christian journey. Help us to study it and obey your 
teachings as we follow in your footsteps. We pray that wherever 



we go, whatever we do, and whatever we say will be a reflection 
of your sweet fragrance.” In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



April 2, 2021 
 
And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come 

for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed.” Romans 13:11 NIV 
 
What is this”? It s to love your neighbor as yourself. Are we 
awake? We re 2,000+ years closer to salvation than when this was 
written. Are we all from Missouri, the show me” state, where we 
must be able to feel, see, and touch to believe? Well, God gave us 
that ability in Jesus. A chapter preamble in the Life Application 
Bible says, Jesus is God in the flesh. Jesus is God in focus.” God 
has given us many breaths to live our lives. Are we focused on the 
reason He did? As the Bible says, there is no debt outstanding, 
except the continuing debt to love one another. 
 
Prayer: 
Our Heavenly Father, may we use our time wisely to fulfill this 
commission to love one another, our neighbor, as ourselves. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
  



April 3, 2021 
 
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It 

enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who 
went before us, has entered on our behalf.” Hebrews 6:19-20 NIV 
 
Once a year, only the Jewish high priest went behind the curtain 
to the most holy place in the temple to pray for forgiveness of all 
the nation s sins. This is so restrictive and singular. But how 
blessed we are! God by His nature is truth, and He keeps His 
promise of acceptance of believers. Jesus is in God s presence at 
all times. Jesus is our hope, our anchor, firm and secure—always 
approachable, one on one or more.  
 
Prayer: 
Anchored by God s promise through Jesus 
Never denied access to Him who loves us 
Christ our Savior by His sacrifice 
Holds us to Him. He paid the highest price. 
Our Jesus, perfect revelation of God, 
Receive us sinners; lead us on a righteous path to trod.  
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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