
Cooperation- It’s the Southern Baptist 
Way 
Over 47,000 local congregations come together to make up 
the Southern Baptist Convention- together we impact the 
world. 

A little over 175 years ago a group of Baptists gathered in Augusta, Georgia 
to form the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC).  No one from the small 
group of messengers gathered in Augusta’s First Baptist Church would have 
ever guessed their faithfulness would have led to the network of churches 
now comprising the SBC.   

Today Southern Baptists make up the largest protestant body in the United 
States numbering just over 16 million members.  Don’t let the numbers fool 
you though.  Southern Baptists cannot by characterized by broad terms.  
Our churches are both large and small, rural and urban.  The SBC is by far 
one of the most diverse denominations consisting of churches from all 
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backgrounds and ethnic groups. 

However, despite our differences, Southern 
Baptists tend to have one thing in common:  We 
work together to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Over the next month I am going to take 
space in the newsletter and on Sunday mornings 
to highlight some of the powerful ways in which 
our church, as a part of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is making a difference in the world. 

Cooperation is a beautiful thing.  I believe cooperation is at the heart of Jesus’ plan for discipleship.  
If we think back to the time Jesus spent with His disciples modeling service- they were always 
working and serving together.  This model is not only important for the local church.  It also provides 
an example for us in relation to our sister churches.   

Every once in a while I come across someone who dismisses the importance of denominational work.  
They say may something to the effect of, “I think we need to focus on our own church” or “I didn’t 
join a denomination, I joined so and so church.”  Here’s the problem with this thinking: it doesn’t line 
up with the early church as described in the New Testament.  The local congregations in the New 
Testament relied heavily upon each other for encouragement, financial support, and fellowship.  
Paul’s role as a church planter fostered deep relationships between congregations by the very nature 
of Christian unity. 

Take joy in knowing we partner with close to 50,000 other churches in proclaiming Jesus.  We are 
not alone in the fight.  We are in great company and I thank God we are counted faithful next to so 
many others seeking to see a lost world reached with the love of Jesus Christ. 
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OKLAHOMA MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK:  MEET SHAWNA DAVIS 
Pray for Shawna and Daren Davis, in Africa since 1997, who lead the 
work in the countries of the sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) Affinity, seeking 
to cast vision, train, and mobilize SBC churches and African believers 
in the missionary task in order to reach the people groups not yet 
reached with the Gospel.  Shawn specifically assists Daren in the area 
of prayer by leading SBC missionaries to communicate prayer needs 
and answers so churches can strategically and specifically pray for 
God’s Word to spread rapidly across SSA, resulting in transformed 
lives and healthy, multiplying churches. 

The Davis’ have 3 children: Micah, Meredith, and Peyton.



Memphis church’s inner-city outreach leads to 
baptisms 
By David Dawson/Baptist and Reflector, posted September 29, 2020 

MEMPHIS (BP) – Barron Martin, lead pastor of One Faith Christian Center, said he is blown away at 
the way his small church plant has been able to impact its community and spread the Gospel. 

“Man, it’s been amazing,” Martin said. “I 
can’t describe the feeling, other than to 
say that I give God all the glory. Every 
ministry wants to feel like they are being 
successful in their efforts. So, for us to be 
seeing the fruits come from our outreach 
projects – that’s the reward within itself.”  
The church’s outreach efforts led to 
around 50 baptisms last year, and 2020 
looks to be another successful year. The 
secret is targeted events named after 
specific communities – events like “Jesus 
loves Frayser” and “Jesus Loves 
Millington.” 

At these events, the church provides 
giveaways, including hygiene products, 
gently used clothing and household 
items, while sharing the Gospel with all 

who attend. Martin said on some occasions, the church has given away appliances that were donated 
to the church. 

“These projects are something we’ve gotten into a routine of doing since we started our church,” he 
said. “Typically, what we do is we go out once a month into the inner city to evangelize and to serve 
the needs of that community. We’ve gotten into a groove with it and kind of found our niche with 
this. And the Holy Spirit is just blessing us as we continue to move forward.” 

The church is partnering with local schools as a means “of walking alongside them and being 
involved with those students and their families,” Martin said.  Before the school year, the church was 
able to give away almost 300 backpacks filled with school supplies to families in the inner city areas 
of Memphis. The church baptized five new believers as a result of that outreach, which was 
supported by the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board (TBMB) and several Memphis-area churches. 

Steve Pearson, evangelism specialist for the TBMB, said he believes other churches can learn from the 
example that One Faith is setting.  “Isn’t this what every church in every community should be 
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doing?” Pearson said. “As a church, you want to so impact your community that if you were to close 
your doors, the people in your community would scream and holler.” 

Pearson said being a positive influence and winning people to Jesus is sometimes far simpler than 
people think.  “It’s really easy: Find a need and fill it,” Pearson said. “Start with the local schools. 
People say, ‘But we can’t share Jesus on the campus.’ That’s true. But you sure can look like Him!” 

One Faith events typically feature three tents. At the first tent, attendees fill out information, 
including their addresses and social media accounts. That enables the church to stay in touch with 
the families. At another tent, attendees hear the Gospel. At the third tent, they receive the giveaways 
provided by the church. 

Martin said the Gospel is shared in a variety of ways at each event – face-to-face conversations, 
Gospel tracts, prayer and more. At each event, his team will compile a list of names and contact 
information for follow-up. 

“Our goal is to lead individuals to Christ and baptism, with hopes to get them involved in our local 
church,” he said.  Pearson said that the TBMB has evangelism resources available for churches 
interested in doing similar events. They can be set up by following a relatively easy formula, he said.  
“It starts with prayer. We must first talk to God about people before we ever talk to people about 
God,” he said. 

Pearson said the second step is defining the objective of the event.  “Is it to disciple people that are 
already believers or is it an event to engage the community for the purpose of getting to know and 
show love to your community in Jesus’ name?” he said. 

The final steps are to gather information for follow-up purposes and, “most importantly, equip your 
people to have Gospel conversations,” he said.  Martin said using social media to promote the events 
is one of the biggest keys to having a good turnout. 

“When you use social media the proper way, God will bless it,” he said. “Other churches have been 
watching what we’re doing – and by that I mean, they’ve been hearing about it on social media – and 
it shows. For instance, one of the churches that had seen what we were doing on social media was 
Collierville (First) Baptist Church, and they donated 60 backpacks.” 

Martin said the church plans to build on its success.  “The Lord has been so gracious to us,” he said. 
“We are a small church plant and we are just getting ourselves established. But we are seeing fruit 
from our efforts, and we feel extremely blessed by that.” 

The Mary Niblack Road Baptist Church is affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention 
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