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Moving Forward                         
from the desk of Pastor Derek 
There are times my passion for history gets the best of me.  I 
spent 6 years teaching history with Ardmore City School.  Maybe 
it should be expected I love studying the past.  The truth is 
history should inspire us to embrace the future.  As I gaze into 
old pictures, they serve as reminders others paved the way for us 
to be where we are today.  Likewise, our actions today will most 
definitely impact the lives of those following us.

For ten months our lives have been dramatically altered.  There is 
not one person reading this article who has not been affected by 
the pandemic surrounding us.  However, we know as Christians 
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Newsletter moving 
to a monthly format 

You’ve probably noticed this is 
the first newsletter you have 
received in a few weeks.  
We’ve decided to move from a 
weekly format to a monthly 
format.  We will do our best to 
keep you informed of 
upcoming events (especially as 
things open up more in the 
coming months) and baptist 
news.  We still want to get the 
prayer list in your hand each 
week.  If you are able, we invite 
you to come by the office 
Monday or Tuesday and we 
will have it ready for you.  It is 
also available by postal service 
or email.  Simply let us know 
your preference. 

Giving for January 

Jan 3rd: $7,098.27 

Jan 10th: $4,590.66 

Jan 17th: $1,683.00 

Jan 25th: $5,846.00 

Jan 31st: $5,468.00 

As always, thank you for your 
faithful giving. 

DEREK’S DISPATCH 
Keeping You Informed | Sharing a Devotional Thought 
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we must find ways to move forward.  History testifies pandemics 
have come and gone, yet life moved on.  The church moved on!  
History is full of difficult times.  Over and over humanity has 
been tested by illness, war, and weather.  In almost every case, 
God equipped His people to rise up through the trials.  I am 
reminded of a favorite quot from Dr. A.T. Robinson.  Dr. 
Robinson was a professor at Southern Seminary in the early 
1900’s.  He witnessed many a trial in his days.  As he trained 
pastors over the years he always reminded them:

“Difficulties reveal heroes and cowards.”
A simple but effective quote.  It meets us exactly where we are in 
our lives.  I want you to commit to join me in a season of prayer 
and preparation.  The Mary Niblack Road Baptist Church has a 
beautiful and powerful history.  Our footprint goes deep and wide 
in Eastern Carter County.  But I say this with all sincerity, hope, 
and confident:  I believe the greatest days of our church lay 
ahead of us.  Now is the time for us to pray and boldly ask God 
to prepare our church to pursue and welcome back familiar and 
new faces alike.

On the next page you will find an article from one of our 
Southern Baptist leaders.  I encourage you to prayerfully read it.  
God has chosen to use the church to reach the lost world.  In our 
case, our mission is to reach Carter County.  I believe there are a 
few things we can do to prepare:  

1. We need to ask God to burden our hearts for our community.  
Eastern Carter County is our field and God is calling us to go into 
the fields and take part in the harvest.

2.We need to revamp our Sunday school classes.  Small groups are 
the most effective way to connect people to the church.  Great 
teaching and good fellowship are the perfect recipe for church 
growth.  Ask God to raise up teachers and burden our hearts for 
Sunday school.

3.We need to take care of our church campus.  God has blessed us 
with a perfect location and good bones in our buildings to serve.  
We need to fix some things so we can better utilize our resources.

We will be discussing these things more in the weeks to come.  It 
all begins with prayer.
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Baptist Disaster 
Relief: An great 
opportunity to 
connect men to 
ministry 

Our association has a very 
powerful ministry that is perfect 
for men all over Carter County.  
Baptist Disaster Relief is a 
ministry designed to help people 
after disasters such as snow 
storms, floods, and even 
earthquakes.   

When trees fall down regardless 
of the reason, Baptist Disaster 
Relief comes in to help those who 
are in need.  Chainsaws are the 
key. 

There is a need for more men 
willing to serve in this crucial 
ministry.  We don’t need 
someone to teach or give a 
devotional.  We need men who 
can give a few days a year to help 
those in need. 

If you know a man who would be 
perfect for this job help us 
connect them to Robert Wilson 
with the Enon Baptist Association.  
By the way, they may not be a 
Christian- this is a great way to 
show them what Jesus is all 
about. 
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Advancing the Vision by Dr. Ronnie Floyd 

Let’s Start Rebuilding: A Call to Churches and All Baptist Bodies 

In this tenth month of COVID-19, churches, and Baptist bodies such as associations, state conventions, 
and SBC entities have faced enormous challenges.  While many wonderful things have occurred and we 
marvel at God’s activity among us, there is a need to start rebuilding.

Pastors have sought counsel about the uncertainty of seeing their church one day return to pre-pandemic 
practices and in-person attendance.  In recent days, I have told many that I believe the key work for 
churches in 2021 is: Rebuild.  Pastors, church leaders, and leaders of our Baptist bodies around the world 
will have to start rebuilding, day by day and inch by inch.

We have seen flexibility and agility become imperative for effectiveness over these past months.  While 
maintaining this attitude and practice, each of us will need to rethink progress and growth.   Rebuilding 
requires us to being where we are and start again.  Nehemiah called for this mindset and action when he 
arrived in Jerusalem.  The city was in ruins and the gates had been burned.  The broken wall meant their 
protection was gone and the enemies had easy access into the city.

Nehemiah’s burden was a divine wake-up call to himself and the people.  Nehemiah called to them, 
“Come, let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s wall” (Neh 2:17).  Testifying to the people about how the gracious hand of 
God had been on him, the people declared, “Let’s start rebuilding” (Neh 2:18).  The Scripture says their 
hands were strengthened to do the work.  Even while facing multiple obstacles, the wall was rebuilt in 
fifty-two days.  The miraculous hand of God was evident.

Knowing God does miracles and His presence is with us, we must declare together, “Let’s start 
rebuilding.”  It is a call to action filled with hope.  It also involves knowing where we stand and where we 
want to be, working intentionally and strategically.  It was not easy for Nehemiah and the people in 
Jerusalem, and it will not be easy for us.  However, if we are willing to focus on the future and begin 
rebuilding, clarity of our vision will return.

What would Nehemiah tell us about rebuilding amid adversity and hopelessness?

1. As you understand where you are and how far you have to go, you will develop a burden.  A burden is 
something you go to be with at night, get up with in the morning, and live with throughout each day.  
When this burden is great, we come to God in our brokenness and desperation.

2. Take up fating and praying for a few days, pouring your heart out to God.  Through this experience, 
God will increase the burden; but, He will also give you His vision for yourself and the people you are 
leading.

3. Share your burden and vision with your people.  Call upon them to resolve with you that it is time to 
begin rebuilding the ministry, even in the midst of adversity.  This definitive call to others will active a 
resolve, “Let’s start rebuilding.”
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4. Remember that all leaders, churches, and ministries face the forces of evil.  Obstacles will be endless 
and the temptations that distract you from God’s work will never cease.  When Nehemiah faced 
threats and ongoing intimidation, he responded, “I am doing important work and cannot come down.  
Why should the work cease wile I leave it and go down to you?” (Neh 6:3). Progress and advancement 
cease when tocos divisive people are setting the agenda and influencing a ministry.

5. Begin to rebuild the ministry you are leading today and increase your focus and intentionality on 
fulfilling the Great Commission on Jesus Christ.  We are called to go, make disciples of all nations, 
baptize them, and teach them how to live like Jesus.  We limit the Great Commission work Christ 
assigned to us when we chase after anything else.

When rebuilding begins, let’s remember it is the Great Commission in which we cooperate.  As we stand 
upon our deep and abiding beliefs in The Baptist Faith and Message, we have historically worked together 
to fulfill one major task: The Great Commission.  The Great Commission is the only way to unity and 
cooperation.  This is true for a church, association, a state convention, and the entire Southern Baptist 
Convention.  Knowing this, why would we not choose to do it?  Let’s start rebuilding.

Dr. Floyd is the leader of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Executive Committee in Nashville.

Church News and Updates 
• Thank You Note: I can’t begin to express in words my heartfelt appreciation for your prayers, calls, 

visits, food, cards, etc. during Kenneth’s illness and home-going.  A special thank you to Bro. Derek and 
family for their attention during such a difficult time.  We appreciate your kindness and thoughtfulness, 
and will cherish your continued prayers in the days ahead.  We love you all, Shirley Johnston & Family.

• We still want to get the prayer list in your hand each week.  If you are able, we invite you to come by 
the office Monday or Tuesday and we will have it ready for you.  It is also available by postal service or 
email.  Simply let us know your preference.

• Our next regularly scheduled business meeting will be Sunday February 21st immediately following 
the worship service. 

• On January 24th we hosted a small concert with the 
band Dawson Hollow.  They came a few years 
back during the Christmas season.  We appreciate 
Brent organizing this special event.

• If you have not received the latest Sunday school 
Quarterly and would like one please contact the 
church office and Pastor Derek will bring one by 
your home.
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