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The Power of Light by Pastor Derek 
When I was around 12 or 13 years old my mom had a routine for 
waking me up for school.  At 6:30 every morning she would open 
my bedroom door, walk over to my desk, turn on the lamp, then 
walk out and continue getting ready for work.  The lamp allowed 
me to slowly wake up and adjust my sleepy eyes to a new 
morning.  After about 10 minutes I was up and in the shower.

Every once in a while we might be running behind.  On those 
mornings I didn’t get the shaded light of the desk lamp.  I was 
awakened to the full force and brightness of the overhead fan 
light.  I swear an airplane could land by the power of that light!  
This light was never pleasant and usually led to a rough day trying 
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Drummer Wanted 

Brent is always good about 
inviting anyone with talent to 
join our worship team.  We 
know without a doubt, we are 
blessed with tons of talent in 
our church family.  With that 
being said, we are looking for 
a drummer to add to our 
worship team.  If you know of 
someone who has this gift 
please pass their name along 
to Brent.  They do not have to 
be in our church.  This can be a 
chance to reach out to 
someone who isn’t currently 
plugged into a church home. 

By the Numbers 

9:30 Service: 27 

11:00 Service: 24 

Online viewers:  Lot’s!!!! 

Offering for the week: $3,964 

Memorial Day 

Just a reminder, the church 
office will be closed Monday 
May 25th in observance of 
Memorial Day.

DEREK’S DISPATCH 
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to catch up.  But either way I was awake.

Scripture on numerous occasions equates the Gospel and 
ministry of Jesus with light battling the darkness of the devil.  As 
a matter of fact, yesterday in my sermon I pointed to a verse in 
John’s Gospel letter where Jesus makes His claim perfectly clear.  
John 8:12 reads, “Then Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I am the light 
of the world.  Anyone who follows Me will never walk in the 
darkness but will have the light of life.’”

Consider the latter part of the verse- will have the light of life.  
Apart from Jesus we find complete darkness.  The challenge is 
most people wading in darkness have no idea.  They may know 
something isn’t right, but unless light is shined in their direction 
they are unable to see their present state of lostness.  This is why 
God calls on us to be “salt and light.”  In John 8 Jesus models the 
way to shine the light of truth in such a way where it is not 
overwhelming.  He stands by the woman before the crowd; He 
never leaves her side.  He demonstrates compassion wrapped in 
truth.

Light leads to life
This past week God has used a worship song to speak deeply to 
my heart.  The worship song is called “The Lord Is My Salvation” 
by a group called Shane & Shane (you can find it on iTunes or 
YouTube).  The song begins:

The grace of God has reached for me and pulled me from the raging sea 
And I am safe on this solid ground.  The Lord is my salvation.  I will not 
hear when darkness falls, His strength will help me scale these walls.  I’ll 
see the dawn of the rising sun.  The Lord is my salvation.

The only way we find a lifeline from the raging sea of sin is the 
light of Jesus Christ.  If we look back to our salvation story 
chances are there was someone there who was praying fervently 
for us to see the light.  There was also someone who was willing 
to share the story of Jesus- they shared the light of Jesus.  

Church family, we have the charge to be the light of Christ 
everywhere we go.  Some will call us pushy.  Others may call us 
hypocrites.  Still others will accuse us of being judgmental.  
However, God will call us faithful.  And those we lead to Jesus will 
share eternity with us in heaven.  Let us shine like stars!
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Church Family: 
Consistent 
Encouragement 

With each one of my sons there 
were challenges when they came 
to our family.  Scout and Sawyer 
had challenging deliveries that 
put both my boys and Charli at 
risk.  When Braiden joined our 
family our greatest goal was 
making sure he knew he was ours 
and was unconditionally loved.  

In each scenario I knew without a 
doubt I had a church family 
praying for us.  There were phone 
calls, meals, text messages, hugs, 
tears, laughs, listening ears, 
wisdom, and the list goes on and 
on.  The truth of the matter is all 3 
of my boys know their church 
loves them because they see how 
mom and dad cherishes their 
church family. 

Life is still not back to normal.  I 
don’t know what normal is going 
to look like when it comes but I 
do know whatever the future 
holds I’ll face it with my brothers 
and sisters in Christ at the Mary 
Niblack Road Baptist Church.  
Continue to call on one another- 
you are making a difference!

http://mnrbc.net

	Drummer Wanted
	By the Numbers
	Memorial Day
	The Power of Light by Pastor Derek
	Church Family: Consistent Encouragement
	Light leads to life

