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We Are Not Alone, We Are 
Southern Baptists   
from the desk of Pastor Derek 
This past month I had the honor of representing our church at 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Annual Meeting in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  I am being completely honest when I say it was one 
of the greatest weeks of my life.  Here’s why:

•We are not alone in our assignment to share the message of Jesus 
with a lost world.  We are a part of a network of 48,000 churches 
working together to send missionaries, support theological 
education, and provide ministries resources such as Sunday 
school literature.  We are Great Commission Baptists!
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Thank You Note 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for the beautiful 
flowers in honor of Timothy.  
How he loved Mary Niblack 
Baptist Church!  You were such 
a joy to him!  May God 
continue to bless and use you. 

Mrs. Joann Ball 

Mary’s Kids 
Continues each 
Wednesday 

Each Wednesday night we are 
continuing the Summer Kids 
ministry “Mary’s Kids”.  It will 
continue through July 21.  We 
will take July 28th off.  On 
August 4th we will resume our 
school year schedule. 

Giving for the 
Month of May 

5-30  $3,978.48 

6-6  $5,888.00 

6-13 $786.00 

6-20 $4,025.00 

6-27 $3,076.00 
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•Yes there is disagreement in our denomination among some but 
the truth is the overwhelming majority (at least 90%) of Southern 
Baptists agree we are heading in the right direction.  What is that 
direction?  Reaching a lost world, planting new churches across 
our nation, understanding the complexities of racism, feeding the 
hungry, loving the lost (not their lostness), and embracing 
diversity in God’s parameters.

•For those who claim the SBC is heading down a liberal road, let 
me be clear: THEY ARE WRONG!  This annual meeting was a 
reminder Southern Baptists have a solid foundation on God’s 
Word.  It is our authority.  God’s Word stands above worldly 
philosophies, politics, and opinions.

Thank you for allowing me to go.  It was a joy to celebrate 
alongside 21,441 brothers and sisters.  It is hard to describe how 
powerful the worship services were…God was definitely present.  
I suppose one of the greatest joys from the meeting was the 
consistent reminder:  in the SBC the local church is the most 
important place in convention life.  Our seminaries, mission 
boards, and other agencies exist to support what we do each 
week.  Join me in praying for our sister churches as we seek to 
impact a world that desperately needs to know Jesus Christ.
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Remodel Update 

Here’s the latest news as of July 
1st: 

The Sanctuary: 

• The walls are painted. 

• They are completing the ceiling 
grid and painting it in the 
coming weeks.  Ceiling tiles will 
then be placed in the grid. 

• The final layer is being installed 
on the platform.   

• Carpet will be the last thing 
installed.   

The FLC: 

• The carpet along the sides of 
the FLC will be replaced.  There 
is a factory defect.  This should 
happen next week.  This will 
also allow us to get the carpet 
installed on the east side of the 
gym floor.  

• Once the carpet is installed, 
baseboards can then be 
placed. 

• The beautiful doors are being 
installed along with the trim. 

• We have a roofer coming to 
replace the roof on the storage 
building on the back side of 
the FLC. 

We are grateful for your prayers 
and patience as we continue to 
more forward.  It is going to be 
beautiful when it is all complete!  
A special thank you to everyone 
giving of their time. 
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‘It is OK to get help’ for mental illness, 
Oklahoma WMU president says 
By Timothy Cockes, posted May 17, 2021 by Baptist Press

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP) – When Julie Busler returned to America with her family after serving as 
missionaries, everything seemed great from the outside. No one would have guessed she had returned due 
to a mental health crisis.

Busler and her family were overseas when her 
struggles with depression, anxiety and trauma 
reached a boiling point. Busler said the true 
struggle came because no one knew she was in 
fact struggling.

“I looked happy on the outside, but on the inside, 
I felt like I was dying slowly and there was so 
much darkness in my life, and I didn’t realize 
these negative intrusive thoughts I was having 
were actually not OK,” Busler said.

Looking back, Busler realizes her time in Central Asia was when her coping skills simply ran out.

Her mother’s death from cancer followed by her father’s suicide caused Busler to wrestle with trauma, 
depression and other mental health issues since early adulthood. She struggled to know how a Christian 
should handle mental illness.

“I think for me I was confused even as a mature believer if it was a faith problem or if it was really just an 
illness,” said Busler, who is now president of the Woman’s Missionary Union of Oklahoma. “I didn’t know 
where I stood on that point of view and so because I didn’t know I was paralyzed and then didn’t reach 
out to get help because I wasn’t sure what I even needed.

“I felt like I have a lot of faith. I’ve followed Jesus overseas with my family and I love Him. So why am I 
still struggling? I think it’s a big question about whether it’s just an illness or just a faith problem or if it 
can be both.”

Busler’s illness escalated to the point where she was experiencing not just intrusive thoughts, but a 
thought-out plan to take her own life.

After sharing this with her husband, they made the decision to visit a local hospital to see a psychiatrist. 
Busler’s time in the hospital was difficult. She was isolated and not allowed visitors, a phone or even a 
Bible, even though she asked for one many times.

Her condition did not improve during her hospitalization, so the Busler family decided to leave Central 
Asia and return to the United States.
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After struggling to the point of attempting to take her own life, Busler returned to the hospital, this time 
in Oklahoma. It was there she would begin to slowly make progress through a combination of counseling, 
support from friends and family, medication and spiritual transformation.

Even though she had already been serving as a missionary for years, Busler said she almost had to relearn 
the fundamentals of Christianity after going through such a difficult season. Humility and rejecting the lie 
of perfection were some of the steps she said helped push her in the right direction.

“At first it was hard for me to come to terms with little baby steps because I thought ‘I’m really mature in 
my faith, and I can share the Gospel, I read the Bible and all these things but I wasn’t putting it into 
practice, so I almost had to go back to the basics and just learn how to walk with Jesus every moment,” 
she said.

“I was learning to embrace my weakness and realizing it’s OK if my prayer today is ‘Jesus help me’ and not 
some theologically deep speech. It came down to just learning and embracing my weakness. We are all 
broken people who need Jesus. Perfection is actually unattainable. People are instead actually drawn to 
someone who is struggling but who walks in victory. I think there is a beauty when we admit our 
struggles, and being real is how God’s glory shines through our weakness.”

Busler also stressed the importance of discovering a nuanced Christian worldview on mental health.

“Mental illness itself is not a sin,” she said. “I could not help the trauma that happened to me, but I could 
control if I would respond to the temptation to sin based on my mental illness. I was dealing with both 
mental illness and certain sins in my life that required repentance.”

Busler said although she is incredibly thankful for gifts from God such as therapists and medication, 
those things are not her ultimate hope in life.

Despite things like medication helping to get her head above water, Busler made clear it was only through 
inward spiritual transformation that true freedom and life are found.

“Once I started reading the Bible faithfully every day, my mind started changing,” she said. “It’s not that 
the depression or the mental illness went away, but my ability to thrive in it and to find joy in the sorrow 
is there now. Before this, I didn’t know that joy and sorrow could really coexist. And now I know that is 
normal because of our fallen bodies and that I may always struggle with these thoughts or with 
depression, but God really is my strength, and I know how to rely on Him now.”

Now in her role with Oklahoma WMU, Busler said she has felt a burden in recent months to start sharing 
her story. She hopes sharing her story can help minister to those struggling with mental health.

“It is OK to get help. There is hope and help available,” Busler said. “There’s so much hope for the 
church, and I think people are ready to talk about mental health topics.”

A full video detailing Julie’s story can be viewed at her website, and you can connect with her on social 
media on Instagram @juliebusler and on Facebook at Julie Busler/Author.
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Church News
• It is Falls Creek Time for our Youth.  This means it is also 

time for donations to help feed all of these hungry teenagers.  
They are served 3 full means per day with snacks/fruit available 
to make sure they keep up their energy so they can focus on God 
and what He is doing.  Feeding 60+ teens and sponsors takes a 
lot of food!   This keeps Chef Melinda and Chef Rene busy to say 
the least.  Donations can 
either be made to MNRBC 
(with a note that it is for Falls 
Creek) or given to Melinda 
Perkins.  We also provide 
toiletries and cleaning 
supplies with the food budget 
so please know your 
generosity goes a long way. 

• Our church family experienced some losses in June.  Please 
remember Sandra Robinson with the untimely death of her 
niece Candace Steed.  We also want to pray for James Green as 
he is grieving the loss of his wonderful wife and our sister Judy.

• We are having a Women’s Fellowship at Cafe Alley on 
Tuesday July 13th.  In addition to a wonderful meal and 
fellowship we will be hearing from an associational missionary 
and their recent trip to Morocco.  We have space for 18.  Please 
call the church office to reserve your spot.

• Please contact the church office to sign your teenager up 
for Falls Creek Youth Camp.  Our teenagers will be going to 
Falls Creek this year July 19-24.  This year’s theme is HIS 
GLORY.  Students will be learning about the character and 
nature of God.  Brent and his team will have a great week in 
place for our students.  Contact Brent to get your student signed 
up.  If you have any questions do not hesitate to reach out to him 
in the coming weeks.  Brent’s cell number is 580-504-1229.

Church Birthdays for 
July 

July 1 Susan Burkhart

July 2 Darrell Vaughn

July 8 Johnny Smith

July 8 Rob Smith

July 10 Shiloh Smith

July 12 Helen McReynolds

July 15 Jadelyn Keith

July 18 Samara Hunley

July 21 Sally Hunley

July 25 Keana Williams

July 27 Abigale Perkins

July 27 Sue Hill

We are always adding to our 
birthday list.  Feel free to let the 
church office know of any 
birthdays we are missing.
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Prayer List Updates 
We are including an updated prayer list with this newsletter.  Since 
we now do a monthly newsletter we realize not everyone gets a 
weekly prayer list.  

We want to encourage you to come by the office each week and we 
can provide a weekly updated list- besides, we like to 
see your smiling face.

Mary’s Kids on 
Wednesday Nights 
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