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Our Message is LOVE   
from the desk of Pastor Derek 
Lighthouses have a powerful place in history.  As the industrial 
revolution fired up across the United States many years ago, there 
was increased need for ship to transport goods from port to port.  
As demand increased, so did the number of ships on the 
waterways.

There were times the ships would lose their way.  As captains and 
navigators searched for the correct course there were times ships 
would wreck on the ridged and rocky coast lines.  Sometimes 
there were areas that looked perfectly safe, but dangerous rifts 
lurked below the waterlines ready to trap these massive ships.

It wasn’t long until lighthouses dotted coastlines.  These light 
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Thank You Note 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for the pretty 
flowers during my recovery.  I 
will never forget your kindness. 

Love,  

Carolyn Green 

Wednesday Nights 
Return in full swing 
August 4th 

We had a great time with 
Mary’s Kids this summer.  The 
students had a wonderful time 
at Falls Creek last week.  Now 
it’s time to get back to our 
school year routine.  August 
4th we resume RA’s, GA’s, 
Mission Friends, Youth, and 
Adult Bible Study 

Giving for the 
Month of July 

7-4  $6,821.78 

7-11 $2,369.00 

7-18 $3,668.18 
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houses had a very specific purpose: they existed to warn ships of 
danger.  Sailors were saved many times by the light on shore 
warning them of danger ahead.

The church serves a very similar purpose.  Jesus calls us in the 
early chapters of Matthew to be “salt and light.”  We are to warn 
people of the dangers associated with the devil.  We are to shine a 
light for people and families to find safe passage in this life.  We 
know safety is ultimately found in Jesus Christ.  

We are reminded life is getting back into a routine for many 
families with another school year approaching.  My prayer is 
church is a part of this routine.  

This doesn’t happen on its own.  We must intentionally invite our 
friends, neighbors, and family members to join us.  There are 
even moments we have to ask church members to come back- it 
doesn’t take long to get our of the habit.  What we do here 
matters!  It is worth doing whatever it takes to get people here to 
grow in Christ.   Let’s light up this world with the love of  Jesus.  
We’ll see you Sunday.
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Remodel Update 

 

Here’s the latest news as of July 
22nd: 

The carpet that was laid on the 
floors of the FLC had factory 
defect.  It was pulled up last week 
and the new carpet will be 
installed within a couple of 
weeks.   

The process to get the flawed 
carpet replaced took a while but 
we appreciate our carpet layers 
working hard to correct the 
problem. 

In the coming weeks the ceiling 
grid in the sanctuary will be 
completed and painted.  Then 
the ceiling tiles will be installed.   

Once the ceiling is complete we 
will then be able to install the 
carpet in the sanctuary.   

Once the carpet is down the trim 
work will be completed.   

Our goal remains to be in the 
sanctuary in September. 

We are grateful for your prayers 
and patience as we continue to 
more forward.  It is going to be 
beautiful when it is all complete!  
A special thank you to everyone 
giving of their time. 
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The Prayer Assignment BY KIE BOWMAN  
JULY 19, 2021  

[This article comes from the Baptist Texan, the State Newspaper from the Southern Baptist of Texas State Convention.  
In June Southern Baptist joined together to support Vision 2025.  This vision has 6 goals:

1. Increase our total number of full-time missionaries by 500, giving us a total foreign missionary force of 4,200.

2. Add 5,000 new Southern Baptist 
Congregations to our denominational 
family.

3. Calling our Christians from our churches to 
serve the local church and local missions

4. Turn around the ongoing decline in the SBC 
in reaching, baptizing and disciples those 
under the age of 18.

5. Increase our Cooperative Program giving 
among our churches to surpass $500 million for Great Commission purposes

6. Eliminate all instances of sex abuse and racial discrimination among our churches.

Every goal exists to reach a lost world for Jesus Christ.  We know none of this is possible without you and I praying.  
This article addresses the need for us to daily pray.]

Southern Baptists believe in prayer. And while most of us readily admit our own prayer lives could 
improve, we are, nevertheless, a praying people. In June, in Nashville, Southern Baptists took another 
important step in affirming our dependence upon the power of prayer. We voted to give the Executive 
Committee the “prayer assignment.”

Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President and CEO of the Executive Committee, told Baptist Press that “the addition 
of a ministry assignment for prayer will enable the EC to provide strategic leadership for prayer in the 
SBC.” The keyword in that statement seems to me to be “strategic.” What can we do if we work together 
on common goals? When the common goal is prayer, the opportunities are limitless.

Why is the prayer assignment important? In Southern Baptist life, “assignments” define the purposes of 
the entity. Until June 2021, no SBC entity had been “assigned” the prayer ministry, even though everyone 
believes in and practices prayer. Mark Twain once famously quipped, “Everybody talks about the weather 
but nobody does anything about it.” The old adage suggests some things are easier to talk about than to 
act upon. Every believer, every church, every entity, and every agency in the SBC express belief in the 
power of prayer, but until now no one entity was ever given the responsibility or “assignment” of prayer.
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Prayer appears so ubiquitous it seems to be everywhere and belongs to everyone and therefore it can be 
taken for granted. In our case, the danger is not that we don’t believe in prayer, but that we haven’t 
intentionally harnessed our energies. In other words, “everybody’s business can become nobody’s 
business.” Now, however, since one entity has been assigned the strategic ministry of prayer, the focus 
created can be intense. 

In our case, the danger is not that we don’t believe in prayer, but that we haven’t intentionally harnessed 
our energies.

What do I mean? Let me give you an example. An incandescent light bulb essentially sends light in every 
direction at once. A laser light, on the other hand, emits light in a focused beam. If you’ve ever used a 
laser pointer you know the results are staggeringly different than achieved from the soft light glowing 

from a living room lamp. A room light bulb might be 60 
watts and seem appropriate for medium brightness, while 
a standard laser pointer only emits a 0.005 watt beam, 
but the brightness is intense because the laser is focused. 
Imagine a prayer strategy that was like a laser, rather than 
incandescent, in focus and intensity. Ask yourself, how 
might tens of thousands, or millions, of Southern 
Baptists affect church planting, evangelism, and missions 
if we were all rallied and resourced to pray together for 
big, bold, specific, God-sized objectives?

The late Jack Taylor once observed, “If prayer is anything, prayer is everything.” If we believe that, then 
we have an open door of opportunity to join a prayer movement through our Great Commission-focused 
churches. What can we do in the SBTC? How can we help?

To get the SBC-wide prayer strategy started, the Executive Committee has launched an initial way to 
encourage prayer, and thousands of people have already signed up. I joined the “Vision 2025” prayer team 
and I encourage you to join, too.  All you have to do to join this team is text “VISION” to 90885. That’s 
it. Every day you receive a text message with a brief prayer request. The team has also offered pastors 
additional resources for leading a praying church and other help for all people wishing to grow in their 
prayer life. 

I would love to see thousands of believers in SBTC churches sign up. This is only the beginning, but it’s a 
great place to start. Join us today and together we will pray for spiritual awakening in our time and the 
fulfillment of the Great Commission. It’s time for all of us to accept our own prayer assignment. 

Kie Bowman is the President of the Southern Baptist of Texas Convention.  He also serves as the pastor of Hyde Park 
Baptist Church & The Quarries Church.
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Church News
• It has been a great summer with Mary’s Kids, Associational 

Children’s Camp and Youth Falls Creek.  God has moved in the 
lives of our students and children.  We are 
working hard to visit with the families of 
students who made decisions.  On 
Wednesday August 18th we are 
celebrating with baptisms.  We are 
inviting everyone to bring some good 
food and we will have a great time 
meeting the families of those students 
getting baptized.  It will begin at 6:30 
with our normal scheduled time.

• We had a wonderful time this past month with our ladies 
fellowship at Cafe Alley.  It was a packed room with lots of fun.  
We were blessed to have Rob Johnston from Loco Baptist 
Church.  Rob shared with our 
group about the new partnership 
Enon Baptist Association is 
establishing with a people group 
overseas.  We cannot share the 
country due to security reasons but 
we ask you to begin praying for 
this new missions partnership.  
Our next Women’s Fellowship 
will be Tuesday August 24th at 
our church beginning at 11:00.  
The church will be providing the 
meal.  Make plans to join us.

• On August 29th the Enon Baptist Association is hosting 
an Equip Conference.  This conference is designed to provide 
workshops for all areas of church ministry.  There are 2 goals: 
learn new tools for your area of ministry and meet others in your 
field who can encourage you.  Additionally, Dr. Ronnie Floyd is 
scheduled to preach during the worship time together.  I 
promise you will be blessed by this evening together with our 
sister churches.  You can find a flyer attached with this 
newsletter.

Church Birthdays for 
August 

Levi Baxter Aug 3

Austin Pruitt Aug 9

Jenny Simms Aug 13

Chloe Reasoner Aug 16

Kerry Bastion Aug 22

We are always adding to our 
birthday list.  Feel free to let the 
church office know of any 
birthdays we are missing.

Prayer List Updates 
 Since we now do a monthly 
newsletter we realize not 
everyone gets a weekly prayer 
list.  

We want to encourage you to 
come by the office each week 
and we can provide a weekly 
updated list- besides, we like to 
see your smiling face.

If you have a request you would 
like to add please call the church 
office or go to our website and 
click on the prayer request tab.

www.mnrbc.net

5



The Mary Niblack Road Baptist Church August 1, 2021

Falls 
Creek 
2021 
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