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Remember our College 
Students From the Desk of Pastor Derek 
Over the past few weeks students all over the country have made 
their way back to the classroom.  It’s one thing to get our kids 
ready for grade school or high school, it’s quite another when we 
send our children off to college.  

College campuses are not always the greatest places to foster 
one’s faith.  Tragically, it seems far too many students “lose” their 
faith during their college years.  There are numerous reasons: 
professors with agendas, freedom in the real world, and peer 
pressure are just a few.  I am convinced the best way to help 
students stay on track during their college years are to pray for 
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Wednesday Nights 
Continue 

We had our first Wednesday 
night back on campus this past 
week.  It was a great evening 
together.  We want to 
encourage you to join us if you 
feel up to it.  All classes begin 
at 6:30 and end at 7:30. 

BCM Lunch 
Opportunity 

On Tuesday September 22nd 
our church is feeding the 
college students at the Higher 
Education Center in 
cooperation with our Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry through the 
Enon Baptist Association.  We 
simply show up and pass out 
food.  If you are interested in 
helping please contact Derek. 

By the Numbers 

Offering Deposit for 8-30-2020 
was $5,342.00 

Morning Worship Service 
Online Attenders: 83 

Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting Online Attenders: 87

DEREK’S DISPATCH 
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them.  We need to pray for them constantly!  We must pray for 
them to connect to a church while in school.  We must ask God 
to protect them from the arrows of the devil.  We must pray that 
each student would grow in their faith during these years- that 
they would make friends with other Christians.

Below you will find a list of students connected to our church 
family.  Lift them up!  This week they will be getting gift baskets 
from our church reminding them they are loved.  Thank you for 
your prayers and the goodies you contributed.  If there is a name 
we are missing please contact the church office immediately and 
we will get them added!

✦Nakole Cunningham- University of Oklahoma

✦Clay Atwood- Southwest Christian University

✦Carson Atwood- University of Oklahoma

✦Savannah Hunley- Murray State College

✦Chloe Reasoner- Murray State College

✦Candace Hays- Southeastern Oklahoma State University

✦Kinsey Smith- East Central University

✦Braeden Vance- Southwestern Oklahoma State University

✦Brayden Bryant- Butler Community College

✦Braiden Still- University of Central Oklahoma

✦Hunter Hegwood- OSU Tech, Okmulgee

✦Jared Eckinger- Murray State College

✦Lexi Duff- Oklahoma City University

If you would like to send any of these students a card please give 
the office a call and we’ll get you the information you need.  Do 
not pass up an opportunity to let our students know you are 
praying.  When you are away from home it is comforting to know 
your church family not only remembers you, but is lifting you up 
in prayer.
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Oklahoma Missionary 
of the week:  Dr. 
Heath Thomas 

Pray for Heath Thomas, new in 
January 2020 as president of 
Oklahoma Baptist University.  An 
OBU graduate and a member of 
the OBU administration since 
2015, he also earned a Master’s 
degree in Theology from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and a Ph. D. In Old 
Testament from the University of 
Gloucestershire (UK).   

As president, Dr. Thomas is 
responsible for oversight of the 
quality of OBU’s academic and 
support programs, MCAA 
Division II Athletics, leadership of 
the finances, administration of 
the personnel system, 
supervising the relationship 
between students and the 
administration, fundraising, and 
more, under the direction of 
OBU’s Board of Trustees.  He and 
his wife Jill have four children. 

Prayer Needs: Pray that Dr. 
Thomas would have wisdom to 
lead OBU, be faithful to the Lord, 
and remain attentive to his family.  
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Baptists Known for Excellent Medical Care in 
Indonesia Posted by BaptistPress- Nashville, September 1st, 2020 

KEDIRI, Indonesia (BP)- Southern Baptists have a long history in medical mission and have continued to 
bring hope and healing during the COVID-19 crisis.  Field workers around the world use hospitals and 
clinics as ministry centers to serve communities and offer physical and spiritual healthcare.

In 1957, three Southern Baptist workers, nurses Ruth Ford and Everly Hayes and Dr. Kathleen Jones, 
founded Kediri Baptist Hospital in the city of Kediri on the island of Java in Indonesia.  In 1972, Southern 
Baptist doctors opened Imanuel Baptist Hospital on the island of Sumatra.  Since then, Baptist’s have 
opened two more hospitals and two clinics in other Indonesian cities.  Throughout the decades, 
Indonesian staff, nurses and doctors have served alongside Southern Baptists as they increased their own 
responsibility.

Since the late 2000’s, the hospitals and clinics have been under the leadership and direction of the 
Indonesian Baptist Convention, and convention leaders have carried on the legacy of ministry through 
medical care.  The first Indonesian director of Kediri Baptist Hospital of Dr. Sukoyo Sywandani in 1989.  

Southern Baptists have made a renewed commitment to partner withIndonesian Baptists, both during 
the COVID-19 crisis and in community outreach.  This January, with funding from Southern Baptists, the 
Eternal Peace Primary Care Clinic opened in a village near Kediri.  The idea for the clinic came through 
conversations Christian worker Jacob Stanley* had with the staff at Kediri Baptist Hospital and local 
churches.  They discussed how their partnership could expand medical services into communities.

Part of Eternal Peace Primary Clinic’s mission is to care for its community, share a message of hope, and 
be a channel of God’s love for Indonesians.  Stanley and his wife, Julie*, moved to the region in 2017 to 
partner in medical ministry.  Stanley said part of their role is to support, train and encourage the doctors, 
nurses and chaplains.  “In this city, we’re standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before us,” 
Stanley said.

The majority of patients in both Kediri Baptist Hospital and Eternal Peace Primary Clinic are Muslim.  
More than 82% of Indonesians are Muslim, and the area around Kediri is 99.5% Muslim.

Gifts through Send Relief, Southern Baptists’ disaster and crisis relief ministry, recently purchased food 
bags for 30 families in need.  Many people in the community were laid off from work during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and are struggling to provide for their families.  Teams of nurses and Baptist pastors 
distributed bags of food to the families and shared a message of hope.  Each family wanted to be prayer 
for in the name of Jesus.  Stanley said the goal was not simply to donate, but to build long-term 
relationships.

Donations also provided boxed lunches for nurses and doctors during the middle of the country’s 
COVID-19 lockdown as well as personal protective equipment for medical and non-medical staff.  In the 
area surrounding the clinic, no positive COVID-19 cases have been reported- a testament to God’s 
protection.
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Churches Persevere, Hold Services on First 
Post-Laura Sunday Posted by Baptist Press- Nashville, September 1st, 2020 

CALSCASIEU PARISH, La. (BP)- Louisiana Baptist churches damaged by Hurricane Laura may not 
have been able to gather in their worship centers on Sunday, but the powerful storm did not prevent them 
from meeting in other ways.  In an emotional Facebook Live message, from inside French Corner Baptist 
Church in Ponchatoula, Pastor Bobby Daniels told his members of First Baptist Church, Vinton, that 
God is in control.  The church’s facilities sustained significant roof damage and took in some water as 
Laura passed through Vinton Thursday.

Citing 1 Kings 19, Daniels said the prophet Elijah was afraid and ran, only to find that God was with him 
in a still, small voice.  He encouraged his congregation to listen to God and act upon His leading in the 
weeks and months ahead.  “as a church we are going to be better,” he said.  “As a community we are going 
to be better.  As a people of faith we are going to be better.  Our faith is going to be pushed to the edge.  
But we are going to get through this.”

Around 40 members of East Leesville Baptist Church gathered for an outdoor worship service on the 
church’s front lawn.  The congregation was unable to meet indoors because of water damage.  The campus 
also had a few downed electrical wires, but is still able to serve as a host site for Louisiana Baptist Disaster 
Relief operations, which will start next week.

Pastor Tommy Kiker encouraged his members to wash other’s feet in the community as Jesus did in John 
13.  “It was such an encouragement to my heart to see my church here for worship.”  Kiker said.  
“(Louisiana Baptists Executive Director) Steve Horn was here with us and was such a great 
encouragement to each and every one of us as we joined together a few days after the storm.”  

Pastor Michael Linton shared his message through a Facebook Live broadcast from inside the First 
Baptist Church Sulphur worship center, which had damage to its room, ceiling, and a stained glass 
window.  Linton said the building does not define FBC; the congregation does.  He charged them to show 
Christ’s love to the community.  “People don’t need to know of First Baptist Church as the church that 
had so much damage in Sulphur,”  Linton said.  “I want us to be defined by this moment, by how we 
respond to the moment, how we respond to the physical damage.”

A Friendly Reminder for Tough Times 

A few weeks ago Dr. Heath Thomas (our missionary of the week) of Oklahoma Baptist University was 
sharing a sermon with a group of Baptist ministers.  I felt like his sermon was worthy of sharing with you.  
Dr. Thomas made this comment, “ I want you to think about your favorite Bible story.  For that matter 
think back to any Bible story when God was up to something special.  All the stories have something in 
common:  When God was moving, life was usually in chaos for the people.  Our hearts are most 
susceptible to being used by God when life around us is crazy.”

Let this be a reminder during the continued COVID-19 crisis- God is with us.  I fully expect great things!
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