
Serving in the Name of Jesus           
from the desk of Pastor Derek 
Over the past 4 weeks we have been looking at the power of “hope” 
demonstrated throughout God’s word.  I pray your understanding of hope 
has been deepened as it has for me.  We have the hope of Christ with each 
new morning- what a way to face a new day. 

So far in 2020 we have examined each of the following topics found in 
Scripture: grace, faith, righteousness, salvation, hell, and hope among 
others.  This coming Sunday we are moving on to the next topic: 
Service.  I am so excited! 

It is impossible not see the crucial role service played as we look at the life 
of Jesus Christ and the early church.  Jesus devoted a majority of His earthly 
ministry to teaching His disciples how to serve others.  Jesus modeled 
service all the way to the cross.  Join us Sunday as we begin this new study. 
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Derek’s Dispatch 
Keeping You Updated / Sharing a Devotional Thought



Ministry Opportunities on the Horizon:  Lets Feed Some Football Teams in the 
Name of Jesus 

As we begin a new study focusing on serving others, we will get to put our faith into action.  This 
past week we fed 65 boys and coaches with the Ardmore Tiger football program.  I can’t say thanks 
enough to all the help we had from the Mary Niblack family. 

In October we have been asked to reach out and minister to the football 
teams for Plainview High School and Dickson High School.  We are 
scheduled to feed PHS on Thursday October 15th.  We will feed the 
Comets on Friday October 30th.  We want to encourage you to sign-up 
and help serve.  There is plenty to do between cooking and cleaning.  
However, the greatest need is to be present, letting the boys know there 
is a church full of people who love them. 

WELCOME HENRY WEST GUADARAMA TO OUR WORLD 
Well, our church is continuing to grow!  Please welcome Henry West 
Guadarama to our world.  He was born Thursday September 17th.  Both 
momma and Henry are doing fantastic.  We know Franco, Mel Van, 
Deanna, and Great Grandmother Helen are all super proud of this beautiful 
baby boy. 

Please begin praying right now for both Henry and his cousin Wynston as 
they begin the journey life brings.  We thank God for their families and 
their church family to surround them with the love of Jesus Christ. 
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OKLAHOMA MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK: JERRY DAVIDSON 
Pray for Jerry and his wife Gwen, who are planting a Native church in 
Alaska, while their two grown children and five grandchildren all live 
in Oklahoma.  “Our goal was to start a church for Native Alaskans,” 
Davidson said, “and to train an indigenous man to reach out and 
shepherd other Native Alaskans.”  The Davidsons started Frontier 
Native Church in Anchorage, now in its third year, and he is trading a 
young indigenous man to continue  the ministry. 

Pray that God will provide strength to fulfill the ministry He desires for 
the Native Alaskans and pray for hearts to be open to come to church 
at Frontier Native Church.



When Peace and Unity Seem Impossible by Dr. JD Greear 

There is a sweet peace in giving up the responsibility to control everything and the drive to get 
vengeance.  That spirit is what Peter is talking about when he quotes Psalm 34 in his first letter to the 
church: “…The one who wants to love life and to see good days, let him. … seek peace and pursue it, 
because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are open to their prayer.  But the face 
of the Lord is against those who do what is evil.”  (1 Peter 3:10-12 CAB) 

Peter also gave several words that describe the sweetness in action in the preceding verses.  They are 
words that should characterize the fellowship of the church as it pursues peace, even in evil time: 
“Finally, all of you be like-minded and sympathetic, love one another, and be compassionate and 
humble…”. (1 Peter 3:8). Peter commands us to pursue unity (“be like-minded”) because city doesn’t 
come naturally.  After all, the church is supposed to be composed of people from different cultures 
and backgrounds.  What we have in common is not life experience, but our common hope is Christ.   

But our cultural backgrounds are strong.  And bringing different cultures together creates tension.  
Jesus foresaw that.  He and his apostles never envisioned the church as a place where everyone 
thought the same about everything, but as a place where everyone was radically welcomed and 
everyone was radically challenged.  A place where, amidst diversity, a group of people could find a 
city in Christ that outweighed their differences. 

Then Peter gives two words necessary for that kind of like-mindedness: sympathy and love.  
Sympathy means feeling something alongside someone else and trying to enter with them into their 
pain.  During a time of conflict, if you are sympathetic with your brothers and sisters, you will ask, 
“Do I really understand their perspective?  What hurt is behind it?”  You ask why certain political 
messages resonate so deeply with them.  You don’t have to agree with them, but sympathy means 
you do everything you can to see things through their eyes. 

Love means you care deeply about someone- even more than you care about having them agree with 
your opinion.  Love means we are comfortable being around people who differ from us in some 
cultural or political perspective because our love for them is greater than the affirmation of our 
perspective. 

It’s hard when you are deeply passionate about something to be around people who think differently 
than you.  But the body of Christ and the message of the gospel are worth it. 

Peace is More than “Bless Your Heart” 

Peter also says to be compassionate and humble.  The root word for “compassionate” in Greek is 
splagma, which means a deep feeling of pity that works up from within.  It means you don’t just fake 
nicety like we often do in the South (where “Bless you heart” mean “What an idiot”).  Compassionate 
people really feel someone else’s pain. 
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When we pursue peace, our love for others is more than just surface-level platitudes.  We invest 
ourselves emotionally in the pain of our brothers and sisters.  We share it and bear it because people 
won’t care what you have to say until they are convinced your really care for them.  One of the chief 
causes of disunity is a bunch of people strutting around assuming they’re right about everything.  
Seeking unity means practicing humbly and being open to being wrong and having your perspective 
changed. 

My wife says the motto of my life should be, “Often wrong, never in doubt.”  I always think I’m right 
about whatever I am thinking.  But now, looking back five years with a different perspective, I 
wonder, “What was I thinking?  And if that was true of five-years-ago-J.D., won’t future J.D. think 
that about many things I hold to today?  If I really believed that, I’d act with much more humility.   

We all would. 

When you disagree with a brother or sister, be willing to listen to them.  At the very least, they’ll 
know you care.  But they may also help you see something you haven’t seen.  Don’t just listen so you 
can refute your friend’s arguments.  Listen so you can understand them.  Listen so well that you can 
restate them in your own words.  Be quick to hear and slow to speak.  

Update on Oklahoma Baptist Disaster Relief work in hurricane recovery 

LAKE CHARLES, La.—Work will continue in southwest 
Louisiana in the aftermath of Hurricane Laura, but 
Oklahoma Baptist Disaster Relief (DR) made great strides 
in helping Lake Charles recover from the major storm. 
Though many DR volunteers are returning to Oklahoma, 
relief teams will go to Alabama to help with recovery 
efforts after Hurricane Sally. 

DR volunteers completed more than 1,000 chainsaw jobs 
in the Lake Charles, La. area.  “Red Cross closed our 
kitchen at (Moss Bluff, La., First) this weekend,” said Don 
Williams, state DR director on Sunday, Sept. 20. “Area 
Command determined we would close Moss Bluff, First 

and consolidate work at (Lake Charles, La., Trinity). All our team members and equipment are heading home. 
We will continue sending recovery teams to Trinity through Oct. 17.” 

The result of DR’s work in Louisiana has seen more than 300 people make professions of faith in Christ.  Focus 
is also on helping victims of Hurricane Sally in Alabama recover. Williams said the Alabama DR director asked 
if Oklahoma DR “could send a small feeding team and recovery teams.” 

The result of DR’s work in Louisiana has seen more than 300 people make professions of faith in Christ.  
“Oklahoma Baptists will be leaving on Saturday (Sept. 26) to be ready to work… somewhere in Baldwin 
County, Ala.,” Williams said. “Teams are ready and eager to serve.”
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