
Being Creative in a Pandemic 
This past week we had to travel to Northwest Arkansas for Charli’s 
gallbladder surgery.  On Tuesday morning I found a donut shop to get Scout 
some breakfast and I laughed as I pulled into the parking lot.  There was a 
group of about 10 men sitting under shade trees in the parking lot solving 
the world’s problems.  I couldn’t help but watch them for a few seconds.   

They were doing what they did last year, only they adapted to the current 
situation.  These men enjoy visiting together so they found a way to make it 
happen.  I continue to be encouraged as our church moves forward in a 
similar fashion.  Thank you for your willingness to stay involved in your 
church.  Whether it is in person, online, or through the awesome power of 
prayer please know you are as much a part of the heartbeat of Mary Niblack 
Church as you were last February before the pandemic began. 

Your place in the life of our church cannot be changed by the issues of this 
world.  You are a part of our family and I thank God for you!  -Derek 
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Giving 
Deposit for 9-14: 
$1,560.  Thank you 
for supporting your 
church! 

Attendance 
Worship Service 
online attendance: 
92 

Prayer 
Pray for our College 
Student of the 
Week:  Chloe 
Reasoner

THE MARY NIBLACK ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH SEPTEMBER 21, 2020

Derek’s Dispatch 
Keeping You Updated / Sharing a Devotional Thought



Oklahoma Baptist Disaster Relief helping Laura 
victims, monitoring Sally 
Posted on September 14, 2020  

By Chris Doyle 

LAKE CHARLES, La.—Oklahoma Baptist Disaster Relief (DR) remains active in supporting areas that 
are recovering from Hurricane Laura, while being aware of Hurricane Sally expecting to make 
landfall on the gulf coast. 

Don Williams, state DR director, is overseeing the work DR volunteers are doing through Lake 
Charles, La., Moss Bluff, providing meals, taking work requests and dispatching recovery teams. 
Williams also is aware of current storm developments. 

“We continue to pray for those who may be impacted by (Hurricane) Sally,” Williams said. “We will 
continue to bring hope, help and healing to those already impacted and prepare to provide assistance 
to those in the near future.” 

Williams reported DR daily provides more than 2,000 meals a day to the people of Lake Charles, La. 
Many are still without power and running water.  DR also has worked with 80 homeowners and 
continues to have more than 200 people requesting assistance.  For updates or to donate to 
Oklahoma Baptists DR, visit www.okdisasterhelp.org. 

(Note:  You support Southern Baptist Disaster Relief every time you give to our church.  10 cents of 
every dollar go to help support disaster relief ministry.  Additionally, the Enon Baptist Association has 
a very active disaster relief team that has already been dispatched 3 times this year. 
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OKLAHOMA MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK:  CHARLES SCHEFFE 
The Scheffe family are church planters in Goodyear, Arizona where 
they have started The Church at Estrella in 2018.  This is an area 
where fewer than one out of ten people attend church.  In 2019 
Goodyear ranked as the 13th fastest-growing city in the U.S., with 
people moving in from all over the world. 

“Our goal is to lead people to be a great church, through gather, 
growing and going.”  Pray for Charles, his wife Stephanie and their 
two daughters: Addisyn, 10, and Londyn, 3.

http://www.okdisasterhelp.org


Church Ministry Opportunities and News 
BCM LUNCH- IT’S OUR TURN TO SERVE 

Tuesday September 22nd (tomorrow) our church is 
feeding the college students lunch at the Higher 
Education Center on the North side of town.  This 
ministry is supported through the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry and the Enon Baptist Association. 

If you are interested in helping please give Derek a 
call or show up at the Higher Ed Center at 10:45.  It’s 
a great opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus.   
Don’t forget to bring a mask, we’ll provide everything 
else. 

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASS FOR ADULTS- THINK WHO YOU CAN INVITE 
 A few weeks ago when we resumed Wednesday night activities we added a new class for adults.  
Derek still teaches a Bible study and Prayer Meeting.  Prayer Meeting meets in Frank Thomason’s 
class.  However, we started a new class on Wednesday nights taught by Jeremy Flowers.  It's actually 
his former Sunday night class that has moved to Wednesdays.  The goal is to offer a class 
attempting to reach adults whose kids are coming on Wednesday.  While we realize the 
pandemic is still occurring, there are still people willing to come to a Bible study when invited.  The 
key is to invite!  Be thinking of someone you know who would be interested in a new class. 

All Wednesday classes (for all ages) begin at 6:30 and end at 7:30.  Nursery is available. 

MARY NIBLACK CHURCH GROWING WITH A NEW ADDITION:   
WELCOME WYNSTON JOE MCREYNOLDS 

We are thrilled to announce the birth of Wynston Joe McReynolds to 
Cameron and Bayleigh McReynolds.  Wynston came to us a week ago 
on Monday.  Baby and momma are doing great, and as you can tell in 
this picture Joe, Cameron, and Miss Helen are beaming!  Congrats to 
the whole McReynolds clan and congrats to the Mary Niblack family 
for another beautiful addition. 

SAW YOU AT THE POLE RALLY THIS WEDNESDAY 
Our youth will be going to Emmanuel Baptist Church this Wednesday 
for a Saw You at the Pole Rally.   
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Fires ravage Pacific Northwest, Southern Baptist 
Churches Respond 

SPRINGFIELD, Ore. (BP) – Len Arney has seen ash before, and he offers a little perspective.  “When 
Mount St. Helens blew – it’s not as bad as that,” said Arney, referring to the massive volcanic 
explosion in 1980.  But the ash, blown into the Willamette Valley from the multiple wildfires raging 
this week in the nearby foothills of the Cascade Range, resembled snowfall. A thin layer covered 
windshields. Vehicles left visible tire tracks. The air quality ranged from poor to hazardous. 

“You can see the particles in the air when you walk outside,” Arney said Friday (Sept. 11). “We’re 
really in thick fog – or smog, smoke from the fires.”  And that’s only the residual impact (literally) 
from dozens of fires ravaging the Pacific Northwest, many with very low levels of containment. 

Oregon officials estimated that through Thursday (Sept. 10), 37 fires had burned more than 1,400 
square miles, according to The Associated Press – an area larger than Rhode Island and almost twice 
the annual average in the state – and that as many as 500,000 residents in the state of 4.2 million 
people were under varying levels of evacuation orders. 
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At least four deaths had been reported in Oregon, with another in Washington, the AP reported. 
Dozens of people were unaccounted for, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown said in a news conference Friday.  
Fire was a potential threat to portions of Springfield, a city of around 60,000 adjacent to Eugene in 
the southern Willamette Valley. 

The so-called Holiday Farms fire began about 40 miles east, up the McKenzie River. Much of the 
picturesque rural area, which lies along a primary route into the Cascades, was devastated – and the 
fire, which had burned an estimated 145,000 acres through Thursday and was estimated to be 0 
percent contained, had been blown westward toward Springfield. 

Although winds had decreased Friday, areas in and near the eastern and northern portions of 
Springfield remained in some phase of evacuation notices.  “We’ve had forest fires,” said Arney, a 
retired assistant school superintendent and a lifelong resident of the city. “We just haven’t had one 
like this.” 

Arney is an elder at East Side Baptist Church, which has opened its doors to any who need shelter. 
Arney said some RVs were making use of the church’s parking lot.  Although through Friday, no East 
Side members had lost a home, several families living east of Springfield had evacuated. Church 
leaders have had conversations with a long-term care facility on Springfield’s eastern edge about 
temporarily housing its residents if evacuation of the care facility becomes necessary. 

East Side Baptist had utilized its clothing closet to provide clothing to evacuees. The church was also 
partnering with One Hope Lane County, a network of pastors, ministry leaders, churches and local 
businesses, to help provide support including chaplaincy services. 

“So much of the upper part of the McKenzie (River Valley), we just don’t know yet,” Arney said. 
“We’ve seen some pictures, and it’s devastating.” 

East Side’s response was being mirrored by churches elsewhere in Oregon, as well as in Washington, 
which is also battling fires. Randy Adams, executive director of the Northwest Baptist Convention, 
said some churches are partnering with other organizations including the Red Cross to provide meals 
or offer their facilities as staging areas. Disaster relief chaplains have been sent out to minister to 
affected communities in both states. 

“It’s part of a really tough year for our country,” Adams said. “But our churches here are extremely 
resilient, and they’re willing to help each other out. One thing I’ve noticed is a lot of reaching out to 
places and churches that are impacted most. Our pastors pull together during a time like this.” 

Arney said he’d “never experienced anything like this. Layer it on top of the whole coronavirus thing, 
and it’s just been crazy.” But he added:  “It will come back. It’s amazing how it renews itself, and it’ll 
grow back.”  The immediate concern is quenching the fires across the state. Noting forecasts for next 
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week that might include rain, Arney said:  “We don’t often need to pray for rain (in the Pacific 
Northwest), but that would be a godsend.” 

(This article was posted to Baptist Press by George Schroder on 9-11-2020) 

Churches report encouraging trends in giving amid pandemic by Adell M. 
Banks 

(AP/RNS) – Giving to congregations has shifted upward after churches closed their buildings earlier 
this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, a survey shows. 

The new State of the Plate research finds that close to two-thirds (64 percent) of churches across the 
country reported in August that giving is either up (22 percent) or steady (42 percent). By contrast, 
in April, a similar share of churches (65 percent) said they had seen a drop in giving. 

“This is encouraging news for churches across America,” said Brian Kluth, a former pastor who is 
now national spokesperson for the National Association of Evangelicals’ Financial Health initiative. 
“These new findings show that most churches and their families are figuring out ways to survive and 
even thrive in the midst of all the challenges that the pandemic has thrown their way.” 

The findings are based on responses from 1,076 mainline, evangelical and independent Protestant 
churches. Seven in 10 of them had less than 200 attenders before the pandemic.  A third of the 
responding churches were in cities or suburbs, almost another third were from towns, about a 
quarter were from rural areas or small towns and 9 percent were from large cities. 

The vast majority of respondents – 87 percent – said their congregations are currently meeting for in-
person worship services. But more than half (58 percent) said attendance in person is half or less 
compared with pre-pandemic times. Six percent said they had seen an increase in attendance. 

A survey released in July by LifeWay Research found that 71 percent of Protestant churches met for 
in-person services in mid-July, with almost all taking some precautions to try to prevent spread of the 
coronavirus. Barna Group, in a similar survey at that time, found 49 percent of church leaders said 
they were meeting inside their buildings. 

Despite the upturn in giving, Kluth said pastors continue to face financial pressures from disruptions 
related to the pandemic.  “Even as finances stabilize for many churches, our research prior to the 
pandemic showed that 90 percent of pastors feel some level of financial stress in their family and 
church work,” Kluth, who also is the national spokesman for the NAE’s Bless Your Pastor movement, 
said in a statement. “This has been an especially stressful year for pastors and church staff.” 

The research, conducted Aug. 7-30 in partnership with Christianity Today’s Church Law & Tax, had a 
margin of error of plus or minus 5 percentage points.
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