
Acts 17 
Readiness of Mind 

 
We thank God today that He is in the giving business.  He freely gives, it is up to us to receive His love. 
He does not need us, but our only hope lies within Him. In Him we live, move, and have all things. Do we 
have the same mindset towards God? Do we trust Him for all things?  Do we accept His word with 
openness and readiness? Do we have our eyes on everyone else and on the church instead of having 
our eyes on God? 
Paul here is continuing His 2nd missionary journey, travelling through Amphipolis and Apolonia they come 
to Thessalonica and find a Jewish synagogue there. These were the platform for him to preach the 
gospel of Christ. Thessalonica was another city in Macedonia, here Paul would let his light shine as the 
sun. 
 
Acts 17:1-5 - Reasoning 
Paul had arrived at this city filled with the power of God so much that he could not keep quiet.  He and 
Silas had prayed so much in prison that it stirred the non-believing jailer. Acts 16 
V.3 Paul meets the Jews and begins to preach.  Many of them received the scripture but rejected Christ. 
Paul embraces the scriptures and Christ 
Plan- God’s love Jesus came to fulfill the law Matt. 5:17-20 
Jesus is the Messiah, God gave us His only Son, Philippians 2:5-8 
Jesus rose from the grave  
Many believed and follow Paul and Silas in the way of believing. Macedonia’s women had been well 
known for their independence and enterprising among these women many believed.  
It seems that Jason was one the Jews who hosted the missionaries. He and his home suffered for the 
gospel. Jesus tells us that this will happen to us. John 15:18-19  
 
Revolution - Acts 17:6-10 
Paul and Silas arrive with the gospel and preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  
(1 Corinthians 2:1-5) 
Turned the world upside down.  The church had begun with Holy Ghost fire and power. The gospel when 
it takes root it makes a great change, turns the heart from the things of the world to things of Heaven, 
from idolatry to Godly worship of the Great I Am. 
This upset the commerce of the time and region. It stirred many so that others came to witness it. The 
rulers revolted and caused a riot.  
Paul and Silas did this without the radio, without the internet, without printed Bibles.  They did this with 
the Power of God! 
Where would our churches be today if we really worked in the power of God? 
 
Reception - Acts 17:9-12 
Paul and Silas are released at night and go into Berea and find the synagogue there. It was a little out of 
the way town about 40 miles South from Thessalonica. Here they are reunited with Timothy.   
Many of the Jews in Thessalonica had rejected Christ and Paul’s message. Here it is well received. With 
readiness of mind they search the scriptures and study God’s Word. 
The foundations of the church had been laid in Thessalonica; the work was left for others to carry on.  
Now Paul and his friends begin again, letting their light shine. 
 Berea- Noble folks, not stirring up, not quarreling, different 
Like Lydia who received the gospel, like Cornelius and the Ethiopian the folks were moved by God’s 
Word unto salvation. (Romans 10:17) 
 
Friends there is a great calling and need for folks like Paul, Silas and Timothy who will share the gospel 
unashamed by the power of God.  There is a world out there in big cities and little far away towns, filled 
with folks who need to hear about Jesus.  These men set the world on fire!! Men and women believed, 
God is concerned about people, period!! Jews, Greeks, men, women, black, white all are worth Jesus 
dying for. 


