
God gets involved 
If you were to put your eye to a telescope what would you see? The man in the moon? 
Not likely, that’s fantasy. But looking into our world perhaps you would see a man or a 
woman, all alone, with no one to talk to.  

Now refocus. Adjust the lens. See a huddle of refugee children on Nauru. Some of the 43 
children waiting in detention on Nauru as Australia struggles to deal humanely with our 
‘border protection’ — a situation that is about people, about children who desperately 
need help. Many of us want to look away at this point.  

Now turn back, look nearer 
home, point the telescope, 
focus in. Who is this? It is a 
young woman, frightened, 
sad and in pain. What has 
happened? As the recent 
#MeToo campaign 
highlighted, one in three 
women and girls experience 
physical or sexual violence 
in their life time. Will 
anyone stand with her? 

So much for my telescope — perhaps it would be easier not to look.  And yet you cannot 
see such things and remain unmoved. It makes me angry — and impatient to see a fairer 
society. We cannot go on as we are. We must change things. 

At the same time, we can be thankful that God does not simply look upon the earth in its 
struggles from a safe distance, as through a telescope. By choosing to become incarnate, 
God took the greatest risk of all — he pitched his fleshy tent among us in Jesus Christ 
(John 1:14). 

According to Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, Jesus could have chosen to hold on to 
the safety of heaven, and to cling on to his divine nature, without taking the risk of being 
born in the form of a servant, in the likeness of us (Philippians 2.7). But he didn’t. He 
chose to become one of us, yet without our tendency towards selfishness and total 
disregard for what is true and just and merciful.   

Jesus takes to the road. He is not put off — he comes alongside us in our sin and 
suffering, and through his birth, death and resurrection, makes it possible for us to begin 
again and to love others as he has loved us, and go out proclaiming the hope of the 
gospel. 
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Changing lives 
through grace: 
Our mission is to  

make disciples of Christ 
as we connect, grow, 

serve, and share 

 

“Here is a trustworthy saying 
that deserves full acceptance: 

Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the worst.” 

1 Timothy 2:15 

 

 

 

 

“Christmas means not just 
hope for the world, despite all 

its unending problems, but 
hope for you and me, despite all 

our unending failings.” 

Timothy J. Keller, “Hidden 
Christmas: The Surprising Truth 

Behind the Birth of Christ”  
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Christmas Community fun! 

 

Killara Primary School Christmas Assembly 

 

Chinese Christmas Celebration 

 

Playtime in the Park 

 

        ESL Christmas Party   KidsChurch Christmas Presentation 

  

“Hark! The herald angels sing, 
Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy 

mild, God and sinners 
reconciled!” 

Charles Wesley 
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Our next course begins Wednesday 21 February at 7.30pm 

 

 

Your generosity makes a difference 
Set up your regular planned giving to St Martin’s 
Simply text give to 0428 434 810 and enter your credit card details or download the Tithe.ly app. 
Or set up a regular electronic payment to: BSB 062 195  A/C 10034848 (Description eg. “8am giving”)  

Will power 
Have you remembered St. Martin’s in your will? Here is the suggested guidance for your solicitor: 
I GIVE to the ST MARTIN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH KILLARA PERPETUAL TRUST (the sum of $     / 
the residue of my estate) for the advancement of religion (as provided in the Deed of Settlement dated 4th 
Match 1993) at St Martin’s Anglican Church Parish of Killara Diocese of Sydney and I DIRECT that the 
receipt of the treasurer or other authorised officer of the Trustee of the St Martin’s Anglican Church 
Killara Perpetual Trust shall be an absolute discharge.  

“Here, then, is the crucial 
question which we have been 

leading up to. Have we ever 
opened our door to Christ? 

Have we ever invited Him in? 
This was exactly the question 
which I needed to have put to 
me. …I went to church, read 

my Bible, had high ideals, and 
tried to be good and do good. 

But all the time, often without 
realizing it, I was holding 

Christ at arm’s length, and 
keeping Him outside. I knew 

that to open the door might 
have momentous consequences. 

I am profoundly grateful to 
Him for enabling me to open 
the door. Looking back now 
over more than fifty years, I 

realize that that simple step has 
changed the entire direction, 

course and quality of my life.” 

John Stott 

“… seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given 
to you as well.” 

Matthew 6:33 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 

What we do… and how you can get involved 
SUNDAYS 
  8.00am  Holy Communion, followed by tea and coffee 
  10.00am  Morning Church with kids programme, followed by morning tea 
  11.30am  Philadelphia Chinese Church � � �( �)	��

HOME GROUPS 
Various bible study groups and social activities take place at St Martin’s, and we regularly run 
Christianity Explored groups – please contact the office.  
WEEKDAYS 
Tuesday 
  10.00-12 Noon Playtime in the kindy hall 
  9.30am-12 Noon Line Dancing in the parish hall and then Table Tennis from 1pm - 3pm 
  11am  Lourdes Village Communion (1st Tuesday of the month) 
  10.45am  Killara Gardens Communion (3rd Tuesday of the month) 
Wednesday 
  10am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
  10am-12 Noon Mandarin Outreach Bible Study 
  9am-11.15am SRE at Killara High School 
Thursday 
  9.15am  SRE at Killara Public School (K-Yr 6) 
  10.00-12 Noon ESL (English Conversation) Classes in the youth centre and parish hall 
Friday 
  10am-12 Noon Simple English Class in the youth centre 
  6.30-8.30pm Friday Night Youth Group in the parish hall (Years 7-12) 
 
WEDDINGS 
07.10.17 Curtis HWANG & Rebecca LUU 
14.10.17 Hay Man Jason LIU & Corrina ChingMan CHEUNG 
25.11.17 Clinton Bernard SPENCE & Yuka KONO 
02.12.17 Nathaniel Robert McCREDIE & Georgina Kate LINEY 
 
BAPTISMS 
22.10.17 Julie Elizabeth SISSONS 
22.10.17 Fay Hui Hsiu BRANDON  
 
 

FUNERALS 
20.09.17 Alfreda Joan SWAN 
23.09.17 Joyce Muriel URQUHART 
12.10.17 Betty HANSON 

St Martin’s Anglican Church Killara 
9B Arnold Street, Killara    |    Ph. 9880 2137    |    office@stmartinskillara.org 

www.stmartinskillara.org 

“The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, who 

came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” 

John 1:14 


