
Beyond reasonable doubt 

This Easter at St Martins we will look at why faith in Jesus is beyond reasonable 

doubt.  Focusing on the account of the very relatable ‘doubting Thomas’ we will see 

why bringing our doubts to Jesus enables us to find solid faith.  Please join us! 

Beyond reasonable doubt is the highest standard of proof that must be met in any 

trial.  When we look closely the New Testament we find a high degree of proof.  For 

the heart of Christian faith is a series of events recorded in a collection of histories 

and letters, gathered together in the Bible.  Do we have more than one source 

testifying to these events? In the case of Jesus, we have between five and seven 

different sources saying roughly the same thing about him. That puts the historical 

events of Jesus’ life beyond reasonable doubt for most specialists working today.  In 

fact, the bible is probably the best-preserved text of all ancient history and even Non-

Christian writings confirm the broad outline of Jesus’ life. 

 

FRIDAY 14 APRIL - GOOD FRIDAY 
  9.30am All-age service + hot cross buns, tea & coffee 

  11.00am Chinese Church 崇拜和活动均使用粤语和国语(普通话)双语进行 

 

SUNDAY 16 APRIL - EASTER DAY 
  8am Choral Communion 

  10am Morning Church with kids programme + Communion 

  11.30am Chinese Church + Communion 崇拜和活动均使用粤语和国语(普通话)双语进行 

Connect Magazine Term 1 | April 2017 

Changing lives 

through grace: 

Our mission is to make 

mature disciples of 

Christ as we connect, 

grow, serve, and share 

 

“When Jesus confronted 

‘doubting Thomas’ he 

challenged him not to 

acquiesce in doubt (‘believe!’) 

and yet responded to his request 

for more evidence. In another 

incident, Jesus meets a man 

who confesses that he is filled 

with doubts (Mark 9:24), who 

says to Jesus, ‘Help thou my 

unbelief’ – help me with my 

doubts! In response to this 

honest admission, Jesus blesses 

him and heals his son. Whether 

you consider yourself a believer 

or a skeptic, I invite you to seek 

the same kind of honesty and to 

grow in an understanding of 

the nature of your own doubts. 

The result will exceed anything 

you can imagine.” 

Tim Keller, The Reason for God 
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Easter: A dangerous idea  

Which dangerous idea has the greatest potential to 

change the world for the better? 

This question was posed in the Q&A episode for the 

“Festival of Dangerous Ideas” a few years ago.  One 

of the panellists Peter Hitchens confidently asserted, 

“The most dangerous idea in human history and 

philosophy remains the belief that Jesus Christ was 

the Son of God and rose from the dead and that is the 

most dangerous idea you will ever encounter.”   

The host of the show asked him, “Why dangerous?”  

To which he replied: “Because it alters the whole of 

human behaviour and all our responsibilities. It turns 

the universe from a meaningless chaos into a 

designed place in which there is justice and there is 

hope and, therefore, we all have a duty to discover the nature of that justice and work 

towards that hope. It alters us all. If we reject it, it alters us all as well. It is incredibly 

dangerous. It's why so many people turn against it.” 

I believe he was right.  It is the most dangerous idea. For if true, it changes 

everything, and if false, is a terrible lie. So often newspaper editorials, generally 

acknowledge that Christians believe in a real death for sins and resurrection from the 

tomb. However, they argue, as resurrection is a matter of Christian ‘faith’ (in other 

words ‘superstition’ in atheist circles) our Easter holidays should be about ‘renewal’ 

so they say resurrection can be its metaphor. Unfortunately, while ‘resurrection as a 

metaphor for renewal’ may satisfy the non-Christian desire for meaning, it is not what 

the Bible means by resurrection. 

The Resurrection cannot be detached from the history of Jesus. Nothing has changed 

the course of world history more than the events of the first Easter. Nothing is a more 

dangerous idea for the future welfare of humanity than that God became man, died 

for our sins and has risen to rule the world. For as the apostles said to the intellectual 

posers of the first century: “The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 

will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of that 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:30ff). 

Meet our new Youth and Children’s Minister 

Alex Drobnak joined us as our new Youth and Children’s Minister 

in February. He is married to Alison and they have three teenage 

children Mitchell, Nathan and Bianca. He has been a primary school 

teacher for 25 years and has been the Family and Children’s Pastor 

at Roseville Uniting Church. He has extensive experience with 

Youth and Kids activities.  

Alex coordinates the Sunday morning KidsChurch program for both English and 

Chinese congregations as well as Scripture at Killara Public School. He is excited 

about the new ministries that have commenced at St Martin’s Killara such as the 

Friday Night Youth Group and Playtime. 

“The most dangerous idea in 

human history and philosophy 

remains the belief that Jesus 

Christ was the Son of God and 

rose from the dead and that is 

the most dangerous idea you 

will ever encounter.” 

Peter Hitchens 
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Our new Friday night youth group 

Our new Friday night youth group for high-schoolers got up and running this term 

under the direction of Rob Hughes.    From 6.30-8.30pm each week there are fun 

activities, sharing food together and then in small groups tackling the big questions of 

life by exploring the message of the Bible with our youth leaders Rob, Ian, Eloise, 

and Alex.  Please invite any high schoolers you know to join next term and if you 

would like to join the prayer group for youth in Killara please contact the office. 

 

The Case for Christ movie 

Coming soon to the big screen is The Case for Christ movie in 

which hard-driving journalist, Lee Strobel as an avowed atheist, 

begins a quest to debunk the claims of Christianity in order to 

save his crumbling marriage. Chasing down the biggest story of 

his career, Lee comes face-to-face with unexpected results that 

could change everything he knows to be true. 

Your generosity makes a difference….  

How to set up your regular planned giving 

Generosity is an outward gauge of our hearts.  The bible says we need to put God first with 

our money, after all, it is all his, and your generosity enables the ministry of St Martin’s to 

flourish.  Please consider setting up a regular monthly payment to:  

Anglican Church Killara  BSB 062 195  A/C 10034848 (Description eg. “Offertory 8am”) 

Will power 

Have you remembered St. Martin’s in your will? Your planning will ensure that St. Martin’s 

thrives for future generations. St Martin’s Perpetual Trust Fund was established to provide a 

solid financial basis for the future of the parish. To make a contribution the following wording 

is suggested for the guidance of your solicitor: 

I GIVE to the ST MARTIN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH KILLARA PERPETUAL TRUST (the sum 

of $     / the residue of my estate) for the advancement of religion (as provided in the Deed of 

Settlement dated 4th Match 1993) at St Martin’s Anglican Church Parish of Killara Diocese of 

Sydney and I DIRECT that the receipt of the treasurer or other authorised officer of the 

Trustee of the St Martin’s Anglican Church Killara Perpetual Trust shall be an absolute 

discharge. 

“Train up a child in the way 

they should go; even when they 

are old they will not depart 

from it.” 

Proverbs 22:6 
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What we do… and how you can get involved 

SUNDAYS 

  8.00am  Holy Communion, followed by tea and coffee 

  10.00am  Morning Church with kids programme, followed by morning tea 

  11.30am  Philadelphia Chinese Church 崇拜和活动均使用粤语和国语(普通话)双语进行 

  3.30pm  Choral Evensong (4 times per year) followed by refreshments  

HOME GROUPS 

Various bible study groups and social activities take place at St Martin’s, and we regularly run 

Christianity Explored groups – please contact the office.  

WEEKDAYS 

Tuesday 

  9.30am-12 Noon Line Dancing in the parish hall 

  1pm - 3pm  Table Tennis in the parish hall 

  11am  Lourdes Village Communion (1st Tuesday of the month) 

  10.45am  Killara Gardens Communion (3rd Tuesday of the month) 

Wednesday 

  10.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 

Thursday 

  9.15am  SRE at Killara Public School (K-Yr 6) 

  10.00-12 Noon ESL Classes in the youth centre and parish hall 

Friday 

  9.30-11.30am Playtime in the kindy hall 

  10am-12 Noon Simple English Class in the youth centre 

  6.30-8.30pm Friday night Youth Group in the parish hall 

 

Weddings 
  8.2.17  Michael Benjamin ABBOTT & Laura Catherine COTTON 

  11.3.17 Samuel Junsang SONG & Susie Grace KIM 

Baptisms 
  19.2.17 Hugo John SULLIVAN 

Funerals 
  08.01.17 Heather Rosalie BROWN 

  23.01.17 Natalie Harcourt GUY 

  13.02.17 Richard Canton WALLACE 

  26.02.17 John Beresford HUNT 

  25.03.17 William Branthwaite CLARKE 

  26.03.17 David Maxwell SCARLETT 
 

Memorial Wall 

A Memorial Wall consisting of 1700 niches is located towards the rear of the Church 

near the kindy hall. A niche is currently priced at $2500 excluding installation. 

St Martin’s Anglican Church 

Rector: The Rev’d Matthew Heazlewood 

Youth & Childrens Minister: Alex Drobnak 

Assistant Minister (Chinese Church): The Rev’d Carson Wu 
 

9B Arnold Street, Killara NSW 2071 

9880 2137      office@stmartinskillara.org 

Office Hours: Mon - Thurs: 9.00am - 3.00pm; Fri: Closed 

www.stmartinskillara.org 

“It is easy to think that the 

Church has a lot of different 

objects — education, building, 

missions, holding services. Just 

as it is easy to think the State 

has a lot of different objects — 

military, political, economic, 

and what not. But in a way 

things are much simpler than 

that. The State exists simply to 

promote and to protect the 

ordinary happiness of human 

beings in this life. A husband 

and wife chatting over a fire, a 

couple of friends having a 

game of darts in a pub, a man 

reading a book in his own room 

or digging in his own garden — 

that is what the State is for. 

And unless they are helping to 

increase and prolong and 

protect such moments, all the 

laws, parliaments, armies, 

courts, police, economics, etc., 

are simply a waste of time.  

In the same way, the Church 

exists for nothing else but to 

draw men into Christ, to make 

them little Christs. If they are 

not doing that, all the 

cathedrals, clergy, missions, 

sermons, even the Bible itself, 

are simply a waste of time. God 

became Man for no other 

purpose.” 

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
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