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ARMISTICE CENTENARY 1918-2018 

COMMEMORATION SERVICE 
SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2018 

9.30AM 
 
Quiet reflection time from 9.30am. 
Please be seated by 9.45am when the service will begin.  
 
Welcome               Rev’d Matthew Heazlewood 
We are gathered here in the sight of God, as loyal citizens of Australia, to honour the 
memory of those who have made the supreme sacrifice while serving our nation in time of 
war or peacekeeping operations. As we stand at this hour, let us offer thanks to God for the 
remembrance of the sacrifices made by the original Anzacs and countless others before and 
since then; and for the countless blessings granted to our people in peace and war. Let us 
give thanks for our democratic system of government, and pray that God may continue to 
bless us with freedom and peace. Finally, let us dedicate ourselves to serve others as 
faithfully as those who have gone before us. In silence let us be conscious of God’s presence 
with us. (A brief silence) 
 
O God Our Help in Ages Past            Isaac Watts (St Anne) 537 (v1,2,5,6) 
1. O God our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 
 
2. Under the shadow of thy throne, 
thy saints have dwelt secure, 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defence is sure. 
 

5. Time, like the ever-rolling stream, 
bears all its sons away: 
thy fly forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 
 
6. O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while troubles last, 
and our eternal home. 

 
Reading of the Honour Roll – those who gave their lives in the Great War 1914-1918 
H. E. Baker 
H. Carey 
H. J. Curtis 
A. L. Gardner 
W. A. Maschwitz 
D. S. Matheson 
A. C. Nutter 

R. C. Perdriau 
E. J. Roberts 
L. Rossbach 
W. E. Rossbach 
R. L. C. Royle 
G. C. Scarr 
J. A. Thompson 

 
Placing of poppies by the children  

(Children go out to Kids Church) 
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In Christ Alone       Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
1. In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
2. In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
3. There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
4. No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
© 2001 Thankyou Music - CCLI License # 132991 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (said by all present) 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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Prayers                    Rev’d Mamie Long 
(For our Nation) Almighty God, we pray for our nation. May we always walk in the paths of 
truth and honour; may we be a beacon light to all nations who struggle for self-government 
and freedom. Strengthen our leaders that they may govern us soberly and sincerely and so 
fulfil their heavy responsibilities. Make us a just people, wanting other nations to have the 
same privileges we claim for ourselves. Help us to honour our native soil with sound 
manners at home and abroad. Grant this for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 
(For Peace) God of peace and love, you have made of one blood all nations to dwell upon 
the earth, and by your Son, Jesus Christ, have broken down the walls of partition between 
race and race. Break down afresh all that divides us from one another. Temper our pride; 
shame our jealousies; and do away with all prejudice, that the bonds of fellowship and 
mutual service may unite the east and west, the north and south, that we may live together 
in perpetual peace to the glory of your great name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
(Of Thanksgiving) Lord our God, we offer to you our heartfelt thanks for all your mercies to 
our Commonwealth: for the devoted lives of those who have made this Nation great and 
free, for deliverance from civil strife and bloodshed and from the craft and power of foreign 
foes, for the brave and faithful dead, who willingly laid down their lives on the battlefields of 
war or who succumbed to the perils of the deep or of the air. 
 
We bless you for their dauntless courage in defence of this country. May our remembrance 
of their sacrifice be a reminder to present and future generations of the cost of our freedom 
and of all the benefits we enjoy and an incentive to sacrificial service for our fellow man. 
Help us to treasure our great inheritance, that your blessing may rest on our land till the 
kingdoms of the world become the kingdom of your Son; to whom with you and the Holy 
Spirit be all glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
(Of Remembrance) Almighty God, king over all, who in the multitude of your mercies have 
brought us to this day, we thank you for all your goodness and loving-kindness. For the 
gracious providence that guided and sustained us in the dark days of war and for the 
defence you raised up for us in our time of need we thank and praise you. For the grace that 
upheld us through the years of peril and sorrow and for the final deliverance you gave us we 
praise and bless your holy name. We cried out to you in trouble and you heard us: we put 
our trust in you and were given courage and confidence. Grant Lord that we, remembering 
your great goodness, may give ourselves in new obedience to your holy will and live as your 
faithful children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns and is worshipped and 
glorified with you, Father, and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever- more. Amen. 
 
Bible Readings 
Psalm 46                   David Green 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam 
and the mountains quake with their surging. 



 4 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
5 God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day. 
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
8 Come and see the works of the LORD , 
the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; 
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, 
he burns the shields with fire. 
10 "Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth." 
11 The LORD Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
Revelation 21:1-7         John Wells 
Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling-place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. 4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death” or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away.’ 
 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he said, ‘Write 
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 
 
6 He said to me: ‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To 
the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who 
are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. (NIV) 
 
 
Address               Rev’d Matthew Heazlewood 
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I vow to you my Saviour         Cecil Spring-Rice, Richard Thomas Bewes (Thaxted) 
1. I vow to You my Saviour 
All earthly things above 
Entire and whole and perfect 
The service of my love 
The love that asks no questions 
The love that stands the test 
That lays upon His altar 
The dearest and the best 
The love that never falters 
The love that knows the price 
The love that stands indebted 
Before Your sacrifice 
 
2. And there's a royal country 
I've heard of long ago 
It speaks of grace and heaven 
A place that all may know 
We may not count her armies 
We may not see her King 
Her emblem on a hilltop 
The Cross of suffering 
And soul by soul and silently 
Her citizens increase 
Her ways are ways of gentleness 
And all her paths are peace 
 

3. O tell me of the Kingdom 
That stands the test of time 
O lead me to its gateway 
And speak the word sublime 
That tells me I'm forgiven 
My name is in the Book 
The Cross of Jesus holds me 
As heav'nward I look 
Baptised into a living hope 
I'll walk the path that's new 
And the prize of God in Jesus 
For ever I'll pursue 
 
4. So light the fire within me 
And let me fan the flame 
And fill me with the Spirit 
That I may bear Your Name 
In season and in hardship 
To run my given race 
O keep me ever-burning 
Until I see Your face 
I vow to You my Saviour 
That where Your feet have trod 
I'll serve and follow faithfully 
My Master and my God 
© Words: Richard Bewes - The Jubilate Group 

Music: Public Domain - CCLI License # 132991 

 
The Commemoration        Commodore Lee Goddard, RAN 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for all those who did not count their lives dear to themselves 
but laid them down for our sakes. Let the memory of their devotion and sacrifice always be 
an example to us, that we may live as faithful servants of him who died for our eternal 
salvation. We look forward with thanksgiving to that time when we will join, with all who 
have died in the faith, in the joy of your heavenly kingdom; where sorrow and pain are no 
more and where every tear will be wiped away. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
The Laying of Wreaths 
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Eternal Father Strong to Save (Navy Hymn)       W. Whiting (Melita) 413 
1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
who bidst the mighty ocean deep, 
its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2. O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
and hushed their raging at thy word, 
who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm did keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 

3. O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the waters dark and rude, 
and bid their angry tumult cease, 
and give for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4. O Trinity of love and power, 
our brethren shield in danger’s hour 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
guard them wherever they may go: 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

 
The Blessing               Rev’d Matthew Heazlewood 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; render to 
no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honour every person; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
 
The National Anthem (sung by all present. Personnel in uniform are to Salute) 
Australians all let us rejoice, for we are young and free. 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil, our home is girt by sea. 
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts of beauty rich and rare. 
In history’s page let every stage Advance Australia Fair: 
In joyful strains then let us sing, Advance Australia Fair 
 
Last Post and Reveille          Finn Kent 
 
Ode to the Fallen         Commodore Lee Goddard, RAN 
They went with songs to the battle, they were young, straight of limb, true of eye, steady 
and aglow. They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted, they fell with their faces 
to the foe. They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. Age shall not weary them 
nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning: 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM (WE WILL REMEMBER THEM) 
LEST WE FORGET (LEST WE FORGET) 
 
The ringing of the church bells will be followed by a minute’s silence. 
 

Refreshments will be served in the parish hall immediately after the service 
 
 

Service based on ABR 5078 Rewrite 2005 Interdenominational Prayers and Forms of Service 
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ARMISTICE CENTENARY 1918-2018 
This Sunday is the 11th day of the 11th month. It is 
Remembrance Day and the Centenary of the Armistice 
that concluded World War I.  100 years ago, church 
bells pealed around the nation to mark joy and relief at 
the end of war.  Today we remember the supreme 
sacrifice of those who gave their lives.   
 
Many still have a personal connection, like the family of George Matthews.  George was the 
uncle of Myrtle Tankard (a current parishioner) and was killed at the Battle of the Somme on 
16th October 1916 at the age of 25.  Though he was born in North Eastern Victoria, George 
was working in New Zealand at the outbreak of World War I.  He enlisted in the Otago Rifles 
in October 1915.  He is one of the unknown soldiers buried in the mass grace with 1,269 
comrades in the Caterpillar Valley in the Somme, and is still listed as Missing in Action. 
 
Along with all Australian cities and suburbs, Killara and the surrounding district sent many 
young men to serve overseas, and two women as nurses. Along with other communities, 
Killara lost several of her sons, their names commemorated in St. Martin’s Church. Along 
with communities Australia wide, rich and poor alike, city and country, Killara residents 
contributed to the war effort financially, as well as in deeply felt human sacrifice.  
All these young men who served overseas, over 300,000 of them, 60,000 of whom didn’t 
return, were volunteers.  

 
Almost all of the Killara men who died were killed on the 
Western Front in France and Belgium between 1916 and 
1918, where most of Australia’s losses took place.  
Tragically, Geoffrey Scarr of the RAF died in an air crash 
in England a week after the Armistice; his death is 
commemorated in the stained glass windows which give 
such elegance and grace to St. Martin’s Church.  
 

One who didn’t come from this district, Harry Fox, was the brother of a later rector, Rev. 
Norman Fox. He is remembered in the presentation of a gold cross to the church. Harry died 
in 1917, at the age of 16.  
 
By November 1915, 28 young men from Killara and one nurse, 
Maud Garrett, whose three brothers also served, were overseas. 
Nurse Louisa Hooke was also serving in Gibraltar by February 1916, 
and four of these soldiers were already recovering from wounds or 
illness. By the end of 1916, the first three deaths had occurred in 
France – Jack Curtis, Jim Thompson and Ross Perdriau. By this time, 
the first of the unsuccessful Conscription Referenda was 
approaching, and the St. Martin’s Magazine called for a selfless 
vote, with “sacred regard to the national welfare”.   
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More of Killara’s young men died in 1917 as the casualties mounted on the Western Front – 
J.N.Graham, Jack Baker, Alan Maschwitz, D.S.Matheson and Alan Nutter. Edgar Roberts was 
killed in action in April 1918 in France.  Men from Killara were now serving in Palestine, 
where Werner Rossbach died in action with the 1st Australian Light Horse in March 1918. 
Raynes Royle of the RAF died in September in an accident in Belgium while unloading a 
souvenir shell.  
 
Although the Allies were winning in 1918, the casualties 
were even greater than in 1917.  J.A.Thompson’s plane, like 
Geoff Scarr’s, crashed after the Armistice. William Carey 
died of influenza in England, as did Alfred Gardner. 
Surprisingly, more soldiers died from illness than in battle or 
from battle related wounds. Sadly, the Rossbach family lost 
a second son, Leonard, in December 1918 in Egypt from 
pneumonia.  
 
This toll of loss and the grief which accompanied it must 
have hit the small Killara community hard, as it did 
throughout the British Empire. St. Martin’s Church decided 
to dedicate a Holy Table and Memorial Board to those men 
who had sacrificed their lives. A Killara Soldiers Memorial is 
found on the exterior wall of the Marion Street Theatre 
which was formerly the Killara Memorial Hall.  
 
Also in the community much had been done by Abbotsholme College in Killara to assist the 
war effort, and the offer of free scholarships to the sons of soldiers on active service was 
largely and gratefully availed of.  All the energies of the women of the parish had been 
directed to fundraising for the war effort and Church of England huts at the Front, to benefit 
the soldiers.  These women had also borne a heavy toll of grief. Many of those men who 
survived returned home maimed in body and mind, and it was often the mothers and sisters 
who picked up the pieces, and supported their neighbours. The War left scars which lasted 
for many lifetimes and the nation lost a generation of her young men. 

Vivenne Parsons 
 

 
Sydney, NSW. 1918-11-11. Crowd in Martin Place celebrating the news of the signing of the armistice. 


