
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,   

Happy New Year!  

My family and I are back from a wonderful vacation visiting family in Florida.  We are 

incredibly grateful for time away to be together.   

There is much to come home to!  Most of all, I come home to the joy of serving with you in 

ministry in this new year here in the heart of Virginia Beach!  

There is much to be excited about at Courthouse Community UMC! 

Monday, January 6th is Epiphany and tomorrow, Sunday, January 5th we celebrate Epiphany 

together.  Epiphany is remembering how Christ was made known to Gentiles- the Magi who 

visited him (Matthew 2: 1-12).  Epiphany reminds us that Christ has come for all the world. The 

word "epiphany" has been used to reveal insight, revelation, and awareness.   

Yesterday, as my family and I made the last trek of our drive home, news about The United 

Methodist Church began to circulate.  Media coverage can often be alarming and anxiety 

inducing. Sound bites and headlines sell news; however, they do not always help us gain clarity 

with love and understanding. 

I pray that we can have "Epiphany" awareness about all of this together.   

How does Christ meet us in this news?   

How can we experience God's light through this newness?   

How do explore and gain revelation and awareness with all that is happening in our 

world?  

We began last year approaching the special session of the General Conference of Feb 2019 

much like we begin this new year, we all have many questions and few answers.  This reality 

can be very frustrating for all of us. Having limited information or incorrect information can 

lead to speculations and uncertainty.   

 

I find it helpful to stay focused in what we know for sure and grounded in the reality of 

who we are, whose we are, and why we exist.  

We are disciples of Jesus Christ, beloved and loved by God and we exist to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  These words are not just platitudes.  Being a 

disciple of Jesus Christ means we are rooted in God's love, our hope is in Christ, and Jesus is 



the one who leads, and we follow.  No matter what is happening in our lives or in the world-- 

this is where begin, and this is what keeps us grounded, especially when the world can feel 

chaotic.  All we do and the decisions we make arise from this understanding of our identity and 

mission.  

What do we know for sure about what is happening the UMC?  

- An unofficial working group made up of diverse ideological caucus groups came together and 

negotiated "protocols for separation". They reported this plan to the council of bishops. This 

plan now has to be written up as legislation and presented to our General Conference, the only 

body that can actually make that decision. 

I encourage you to be gracious, prayerful, patient, and thoughtful as you give your attention to 

the proposal for the future of the United Methodist Church that was released yesterday.   

I urge you to read the full proposal and accompanying FAQ information. 

 

Why is this happening? 

The United Methodist Church has been in conflict around issues of human sexuality since the 

early 1970’s.  This wilderness of conflict has led to hostility, divisions, and much harm.  We 

have all witnessed this same conflict within the Episcopal, Presbyterian, Congregational, 

Lutheran, and many other churches.  Many hope that this kind of settlement and process can 

offer something different than the bitterness, litigation, and enormous legal costs other churches 

have experienced in similar situations.   

 

What does all of this mean?  

Only the General Conference of the United Methodist Church can vote to change the Book of 

Discipline of the United Methodist Church, it’s governing document.   

Proposals to General Conference can be accepted, rejected, or amended to a greater or lesser 

extent. 

The above linked proposal will be written as legislation and presented to our General 

Conference.  It is one of many other proposals that will be presented to General Conference.   

Again- I encourage to read through this helpful FAQ.  

 

What happens after General Conference? 

The General Conference will establish a time table for any decisions that will be made moving 

forward. This will take time and every effort is being done for this process to be done with 

grace and wisdom, attentive to the reality of grief in change.   

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/diverse-leaders-group-offers-separation-plan
https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/03/15/48/Protocol-of-Reconciliation-and-Grace-through-Separation
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq


How do we process all of this?  

Pray.  

Remember who you are, whose you are, and why you are here.  

Pray.  

Be gentle with yourself and others.  

Pray. 

 Be patient and calm as we learn together.   

Pray.  

Be well-informed and kind.  

Pray.  

Prevent misinformed speculation and destructive gossip.  

Pray.  

Stay focused on our mission to keep making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world!   

 

You may notice- I asked you to pray.  

Why do I have prayer listed so much?  Prayer is not easy. I'm not throwing up my hands telling 

you, "Oh just go pray about it."  

I am asking you to take your discipleship seriously. Prayer is powerful and a necessary part of 

being a disciple of Jesus Christ.   
"Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God." -Philippians 4:6  

 

Through all of this and in all of this- know this - God loves you.  I love you. Courthouse 

Community UMC loves you!  

We have exciting things on the horizon with hosting Winter Shelter next week, Next Level 

Innovations Weekend coming up at the end of this month, a new Confirmation Class soon 

beginning, Upward Basketball and Cheer Season kicking off, and so much more! Our Awesome 

God is ready to do amazing things through each of us!   

In God's Grace, Peace, and Love,  

Pastor Beth  

 


