E-Circuit Rider ~ May 3, 2019
Wherever I go - whether it be here at church, in my neighborhood, the grocery store, my daughter's softball games, volunteering in our local schools, the Starbucks down the street I encounter people who are craving authenticity, connection, and
people who intentionally care about them.
When you call someone by name, when you genuinely inquire
about their day, when you move beyond small talk you find
people are desperate for depth and a break from the mundane
every day small talk. People are also eager to experience conversation that represents a departure from the click-bait volatile nature of social media, news headlines, and bumper stickers. We are more than this. And as inspiring as some bumper stickers may be, discipleship
requires more of us than a bumper sticker faith. That doesn't mean we must constantly talk
about Jesus.
But it does mean, we need to be on the lookout for what God is doing in our lives and in the
lives of others around us. We must be willing, not just to see and say- "Wow! God!" but we
must also share the love of Jesus authentically and intentionally with others.
Last week as we began our
Sermon Series we talked about how the first job of
a disciple is to love others as Jesus loves.
•

Have you felt more loving this week?

•

How do you measure how loving you feel?

•

How do you share the love of Jesus Christ?

•

Have you intentionally had more real conversations sharing the real love of Jesus Christ?

It sounds like a nice thing to say-- "Go share the love of Christ!" But what does that really
look like.
How do you know if you're being more loving this week than you were the week before?

My hope is that here at Courthouse Community UMC we are equipping each person to be
disciples who intentionally and authentically connect with others to share the love and grace
of Jesus Christ!
Who do you encounter on a daily basis? How can you connect with them and care about
them? How can you show them God's love?
That is transforming work! It is holy work!
This is the work of discipleship and it is a joy to be part of sharing God's love with each of
you!

This Sunday we continue our sermon series with the John 21: 1-19 as we learn about how to
seek out and make disciples of Jesus Christ!
In God's Love,
Pastor Beth
Earlier this year, I sent out information related to the Called 2019 General Conference.
Some of the decisions of General Conference went to the Judicial Council for further review and their work has just been announced.

Attached you will find a PDF letter from our Interim Bishop Pete Weaver regarding the Judicial Council conclusions, please take the time to read this and know that I my door is always open for conversation with you.
Please continue to keep Bishop Sharma Lewis in your prayers during her medical leave.
Bishop Weaver will be coming to our district on Sunday, May 19th at 4pm and is inviting
all of us to join together for a time of worship, discussion and prayer.
Join Bishop Weaver at Baylake United Methodist Church 4300 Shore Dr Virginia Beach, VA
23455

The Cost of Discipleship
6-week study

Sundays
4-6pm
begins
Sunday, May 5th

What does
Baptism mean?
Come learn more
about Baptism with
Pastor Beth today!
2-week Baptism
class began last Sunday continues this Sunday,
May 5th at 3pm in Room 412 (Family room).

Saturday
May 18, 2019
Dinner, Talent Show & Silent Auction!
Proceeds fund Youth Mission Trip with Carolina Cross Connection
Tickets are on sale for this exciting fundraising event. Price per child age
10 and under is $15; Adults and persons age 11 and over is $25.

Boundaries with Kids
PoLO's (Parents of Little Ones)
5-week study on Wednesday nights 6-8pm, began last
Wednesday, May 1st in room 311 (Studio in the Education
Wing).

Courageous Grandparenting: Unshakable Faith in a Broken World
by Cavin Harper
Sunday Evening Small Group
beginning Sunday, May 5th at
6:30 pm in the Library.
Courageous Grandparenting
is a call for grandparents to rise above the conventional view of
grandparenting to embrace radically courageous life that stands
apart from the politically correct crowd. It's a call to intentionality -- not settling for simply being good parents and grandparents but choosing to stand in the gap and live as conduits of
grace and truth for the next generations.

Registration

Sunday – May 5th at 6 pm

Join us in the Family Room (#412) as we explore the beliefs
and history of The United Methodist Church.
Our Mailing Address:

2708 Princess Anne Road
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23456
(757) 427-3272

