
Solomon’s Splendor 1 Kings 10:14-29 

New International Reader's Version (NIRV) 
14 Each year Solomon received 25 tons of gold. 15 That didn’t include 

the money brought in by business and trade. It also didn’t include 

the money from all the kings of Arabia and the governors of the 

territories. 

16 King Solomon made 200 large shields out of hammered gold. Each 

one weighed 15 pounds. 17 He also made 300 small shields out of 

hammered gold. Each one weighed seven and a half pounds. The 

king put all the shields in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon. 

18 Then he made a large throne. It was covered with ivory. And that 

was covered with fine gold. 19 The throne had six steps. Its back had a 

rounded top. The throne had armrests on both sides of the seat. A 

statue of a lion stood on each side of the throne. 20 Twelve lions stood 

on the six steps. There was one at each end of each step. Nothing 

like that throne had ever been made for any other kingdom. 21 All of 

King Solomon’s cups were made out of gold. All the things used in 

the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were made out of pure gold. 

Nothing was made out of silver. When Solomon was king, silver 

wasn’t considered to be worth very much. 22 He had many ships that 

carried goods to be traded. His ships went to sea along with Hiram’s 

ships. Once every three years the ships returned. They brought gold, 

silver, ivory, apes and peacocks. 

23 King Solomon was richer than all the other kings on earth. He was 

also wiser than they were. 24 People from the whole world wanted to 

meet Solomon in person. They wanted to see for themselves how 

wise God had made him. 25 Year after year, everyone who came to 

him brought a gift. They brought gifts made out of silver and gold. 

They brought robes, weapons and spices. They also brought horses 

and mules. 

26 Solomon had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horses. He kept some of his 

horses and chariots in the chariot cities. He kept the others with him 



in Jerusalem. 27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as 

stones. He made cedar wood as common there as sycamore-fig 

trees in the western hills. 28 Solomon got horses from Egypt and from 

Kue. The royal traders bought them from Kue at the current 

price. 29 They weighed out 15 pounds of silver for a chariot from 

Egypt. And they weighed out almost four pounds of silver for a horse. 

They also sold horses and chariots to all the kings of the Hittites and 

the kings of the Arameans. 

 

1 Kings 11  

Solomon’s Wives 

11 King Solomon loved many women besides Pharaoh’s daughter. 

They were from other lands. They were Moabites, Ammonites, 

Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 The LORD had warned Israel about 

women from other nations. He had said, “You must not marry them. If 

you do, you can be sure they will turn your hearts toward their gods.” 

But Solomon continued to love them anyway. He wouldn’t give 

them up. 3 He had 700 wives who came from royal families. And he 

had 300 concubines. His wives led him astray. 4 As Solomon grew 

older, his wives turned his heart toward other gods. He didn’t follow 

the LORD his God with all his heart. So he wasn’t like his father 

David. 5 Solomon worshiped Ashtoreth. Ashtoreth was the female 

god of the Sidonians. He also worshiped Molek. Molek was the god 

of the Ammonites. The LORD hated that god. 6 Solomon did what was 

evil in the sight of the LORD. He didn’t completely obey the LORD. He 

didn’t do what his father David had done. 

7 There is a hill east of Jerusalem. Solomon built a high place for 

worshiping Chemosh there. He built a high place for worshiping 

Molek there too. Chemosh was the god of Moab. Molek was the 

god of Ammon. The LORD hated both of those gods. 8 Solomon also 

built high places so that all his wives from other nations could worship 

their gods. Those women burned incense and offered sacrifices to 

their gods. 



9 The LORD became angry with Solomon. That’s because his heart 

had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel. He had appeared 

to Solomon twice. 10 He had commanded Solomon not to worship 

other gods. But Solomon didn’t obey the LORD. 11 So the LORD said to 

Solomon, “You have chosen not to keep my covenant. You have 

decided not to obey my rules. I commanded you to do what I told 

you. But you did not do it. So you can be absolutely sure I will tear 

the kingdom away from you. I will give it to one of your officials. 12 But 

I will not do that while you are still living. Because of your father 

David I will wait. I will tear the kingdom out of your son’s hand. 13 But I 

will not tear the whole kingdom away from him. I will give him one of 

the tribes because of my servant David. I will also do it because of 

Jerusalem. That is the city I have chosen.” 

 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 

"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other 

gods before me." 

 

Q&A 94 

Q. What does the Lord require in the first commandment? 

A. That I, not wanting to endanger my own salvation, avoid and 

shun all idolatry,1 sorcery, superstitious rites,2 and prayer to saints or to 

other creatures.3 

That I rightly know the only true God,4 trust him alone,5 and 

look to God for every good thing6 humbly7 and 

patiently,8 and love,9 fear,10 and honor11 God with all my 

heart. 

In short, that I give up anything rather than go against God's will in 

any way.12 



1 1 Cor. 6:9-10; 10:5-14; 1 John 5:21         
2 Lev. 19:31; Deut. 18:9-12 

3 Matt. 4:10; Rev. 19:10; 22:8-9 

4 John 17:3 
5 Jer. 17:5, 7 

6 Ps. 104:27-28; James 1:17 

7 1 Pet. 5:5-6 
8 Col. 1:11; Heb. 10:36 

9 Matt. 22:37 (Deut. 6:5) 

10 Prov. 9:10; 1 Pet. 1:17 
11 Matt. 4:10 (Deut. 6:13) 

12 Matt. 5:29-30; 10:37-39 

Q&A 95 

Q. What is idolatry? 

A. Idolatry is having or inventing something in which one trusts in 

place of or alongside of the only true God, who has revealed himself 

in the Word.1 

1 1 Chron. 16:26; Gal. 4:8-9; Eph. 5:5; Phil. 3:19 

How did Solomon break this commandment? 

 

How do people still worship Idols?  

 

How did Solomon go against God’s will? 

 

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the wild flowers grow. They 

don’t work or make clothing. 29 But here is what I tell you. Not even Solomon in all 

his royal robes was dressed like one of these flowers. Mt 6:28-29   How does 

this verse connect to this story of Solomon? 

This is a common wild plant in California.  



It is called fireweed because it is one of the first plants to take off after a fire. It is 

a rather magenta colored flower will bright green leaves. Native American used 

this plant.  Find more wild flowers on the USDA web page for more wild flowers. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/kids/coloring/index.shtml 

 

  

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/kids/coloring/index.shtml


Here are 5 different things to do with Wild Fireweed! 

Fresh 

Young shoots and leaves are delicious greens that you can add to a salad, sauté up with other greens, or just 

nibble on while out hiking around. As the plant gets older, the leaves get more bitter and once it has begun to 

flower, the leaves aren’t very tasty at all. 

But wait, there’s more! The flowers themselves are edible and have a delicious sweet taste. Also, as the plant 

gets larger, they tend to get thick stalks on them that can also be eaten. NOTE: If eating the stalks/stems, you 

don’t want to eat the outer part – very bitter! Instead, you eat the meat out of the middle! Slice it open and 

enjoy a bright, clean tasting green that will also help hydrate you some. Enjoy the vitamins A and C you’re 

getting from it, too! 

Jelly  

Making Fireweed Jelly is a lot of fun, and easy! There are many recipes out there and people tend to have their 

own preferences. Some use red and white clover, others don’t. There are recipes that use only wildflowers, too, 

like this one.  

Syrup 

Making syrup isn’t too much different than making jelly is and also very easy. If you have the flowers 

available, a batch doesn’t take very long, either. Use it over pancakes and waffles, of course, but don’t forget 

oatmeal or drizzled over vanilla ice cream! 

Tea 

The flowers can be dried and stored to be used in making teas later on. The flowers are added not only for the 

sweetness they give, but also for the medicinal purposes of indigestion. It’s believed that fireweed helps 

maintain your gut health. 

“Honey“ 

I was surprised what I found out when I first looked up fireweed honey. It seems there are several things sold 

as “wild fireweed honey.” Each one is different and it really makes me wonder if the overpriced ‘honey’ I’ve 

bought wasn’t just some thick, fireweed flavored sugar syrup. 

• Honey from bees that fed on wild fireweed 
• A variation of ‘honey’ made with sugar and flower blossoms 
• Flowers pressed to extract the ‘honey oil’ 

No matter which way you slice it, all are pretty darn tasty! Personally, I enjoy the honey from bees who’ve 

been playing in the fireweed patch over the others. It is my sincere hope to someday have a couple bee hives so 

I can harvest my own fireweed honey! 

http://www.food.com/recipe/fireweed-jelly-384402


History and traditional uses 

First Nations used fireweed externally for burns and other skin conditions, and drank it as a tea for 
gastro-intestinal and bronchial problems. Many early settlers from Europe already used native 
European Epilobium species for similar purposes and so quickly accepted the North American plant. 

In addition to its medicinal uses, fireweed shoots can be eaten as a vegetable, while the young leaves 
can be added to salads. 

 

 


