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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 
Focus your mind on worshiping God. 
 
With the words of this Psalm, God calls 
you to worship him. 
Psalm 145:1-2, 8-9 (NIV) 
I will exalt you, my God the King; 
I will praise your name for ever and ever. 
Every day I will praise you 
and extol your name for ever and ever. 
The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and rich in love. 
The LORD is good to all; 
he has compassion on all he has made. 
 
Pray this prayer: 
Father in heaven,  
our hearts desire the warmth of your 
love,  
and our minds are searching for the light 
of your Word.  
Increase our longing for Christ, our 
Savior,  
and give us the strength to grow in love,  
so that when he arrives 
he may find us rejoicing in his presence 
and welcoming the light of his truth.  
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Praise God with the words of this 
Advent song:  
“O Come All Ye Faithful” 
(You can find a recording of our church 
singing this song on YouTube.) 
 
Verse 1 
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye 
to Bethlehem! 
 

Come and behold him, 
born the King of angels; 
 
Chorus 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 
Verse 2 
God of God, 
Light of Light eternal, 
lo, he abhors not 
the virgin’s womb; 
 
Son of the Father, 
begotten, not created; 
 
Verse 3 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens 
of heaven above: 
 
“Glory to God, 
all glory in the highest!” 
 

CONFESSION AND 
ASSURANCE 
 
Pray this prayer of confession: 
God of love, 
all year long we've tried to be strong, 
yet you arrived in weakness.  
All season long we've been excited about 
Christmas presents,  
but you alone give us what lasts forever.  
Through the work of this Lord Jesus,  
who comes among us full of grace and 
truth,  
forgive us, heal us, correct us.  
May we be transformed by your love. 
Amen. 
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God gives you hope with these words: 
John 3:16 (NIV) 
For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son,  
that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
Give thanks to God with this song: 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
(You can find a recording of our church 
singing this song on YouTube.) 
 
Verse 1 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
you, who sang creation’s story, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 
Chorus 
Come and worship, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, 
the newborn King! 
 
Verse 2 
Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; 
yonder shines the infant Light: 
 
Verse 4 
Though an infant now we view him, 
he will share his Father’s throne, 
gather all the nations to him; 
every knee shall then bow down: 
 

SERMON 
 
Listen to the sermon on Matthew 25:31-
46 either using the recording provided or 
at the church’s YouTube channel. 
 
 

 

SENDING 
 
Use this list to pray to God: 

• All those who are working in 
healthcare during this covid 
outbreak. 

• Janet VK's brother Gary who is 
recovering from a heart attack. 

• Marian (relative of Bill & Sandy L), 
whose husband died unexpectedly 
last week. 

• Rena (Andrea B's relative) whose 
brother died from covid 
complications. 

 
 
Offering: 
You can contribute to the ministry of the 
church and this month's special offering 
online or by mailing a check to PO Box 
9339, Fresno, CA, 93791.  
 
Praise God with this song: 
“What Child is This” 
(You can find a recording of our church 
singing this song on YouTube.) 
 
Verse 1 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Verse 2 
Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 
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Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 
hail, hail for Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Verse 3 
What feast of love is offered here, 
what banquet come from heaven? 
What food of everlasting life, 
what gracious gift is given? 
 
This, this is Christ the King, 
the bread come down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 
How sweet the manna given! 
 
Read these words: 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
(2 Corinthians 13:14, NIV) 
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