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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 
Focus your mind on worshiping God. 
 
With the words of this Psalm, God calls 
you to worship him. A young child 
could read these words: 
 
Psalm 63:1-4 (NIrV) 
God, you are my God. 
I greatly long for you. 
With all my heart I thirst for you 
in this dry desert 
where there isn’t any water. 
I have seen you in the sacred tent. 
There I have seen your power and your 
glory. 
Your love is better than life. 
I will bring glory to you with my lips. 
I will praise you as long as I live. 
I will lift up my hands when I pray to you. 
 
Pray this prayer: 
Faithful God, we wait for you to come. 
We know that you will 
because you already have 
and because you promised to return. 
While we wait, send your Spirit 
so that we may grow in grace. 
Prepare us for your coming, Lord. Amen. 
 
Praise God with the words of this 
Advent song: 
“Hark the Glad Sound” 
(You can find a recording of our church 
singing this song on YouTube.) 
 
Verse 1  
Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long! 
Let every heart prepare a throne, 
and every voice a song. 
 

Verse 3  
He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the wounded soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humbled poor. 
 
Verse 4  
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
your welcome shall proclaim, 
and heaven’s eternal arches ring 
with your beloved name. 
 

CONFESSION AND 
ASSURANCE 
 
Pray this prayer of confession: 
 
God in heaven, 
If we look at our own lives, 
we must confess the mixture of giving and 
selfishness. 
Our waiting for Jesus turned to an endless 
rush. 
Our patience became impatience. 
Lord, forgive our frantic ways, our 
forgetfulness,  
our short-term thinking, and our earthly 
thinking. 
Help us to trust in you, our God, 
who still brings us salvation, 
who still supplies us strength, 
who hears our songs of longing, 
and who gives us peace. 
 
God gives you hope with these words: 
 
Hebrews 12:1-3 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses,  
let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles.  
And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us,  
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fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith.  
For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross,  
scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners,  
so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart.  
 
Give thanks to God with this song: 
“Come Lord Jesus” 
(You can find a recording of our church 
singing this song on YouTube.) 
 
Verse 1 
All of creation all of the earth 
Make straight a highway a path for the 
Lord 
Jesus is coming soon 
 
Verse 2 
Call back the sinner wake up the saint 
Let ev'ry nation shout of Your fame 
Jesus is coming soon 
 
Chorus 
Like a bride waiting for her groom 
We'll be a Church ready for You 
Ev'ry heart longing for our King we sing 
Even so come Lord Jesus come 
Even so come Lord Jesus come 
 
Verse 3 
There will be justice all will be new 
Your name forever faithful and true 
Jesus is coming soon 
 
Bridge 
So we wait we wait for You 
God we wait You're coming soon 
So we wait we wait for You 
God we wait You're coming soon 
 

SERMON 
Watch the sermon on YouTube or listen 
to the audio recording on CD. 
 
 

SENDING 
 
Share Prayer Requests 

• Name three people who are going 
through a difficult time and need 
God's peace so that they can 
persevere. 

• Name two people who still need to 
hear the good news about Jesus 
and believe it so they are ready for 
his return. 

• Name one person who is eager to 
meet their Savior face to face and 
join in that heavenly banquet with 
those who have gone before us. 

 
Pray for these people. 
 

Offering: 
You can contribute to the ministry of the 
church and this month's special offering 
online or by mailing a check to PO Box 
9339, Fresno, CA, 93791.  
 
Praise God with this song, which 
Zechariah sang upon learning that his 
son, John the Baptist, would prepare 
the way for the Savior: 
Verse 1  
Blessed be the God of Israel, 
who comes to set us free 
and raises up new hope for us: 
a Branch from David’s tree. 
 
So have the prophets long declared 
that with a mighty arm 
God would turn back our enemies 
and all who wish us harm. 
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Verse 2  
With promised mercy will God still 
the covenant recall, 
the oath once sworn to Abraham, 
from foes to save us all, 
 
that we might worship without fear 
and offer lives of praise, 
in holiness and righteousness 
to serve God all our days. 
 
Verse 3  
My child, as prophet of the Lord, 
you will prepare the way, 
to tell God’s people they are saved 
from sin’s eternal sway. 
 
Then shall God’s mercy from on high 
shine forth and never cease 
to drive away the gloom of death 
and lead us into peace. 
 
Read these words: 
The Lord bless you and keep you;  
The Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you;  
The Lord turn his face toward you and 
give you peace. 
(Numbers 6:24-26) 
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