
Questions
1. When we see the consistent theme of favoritism in the life of Jacob, how does it help us make sense of the story of 

Joseph and his brothers? What did you notice in the story that you hadn’t noticed before?

2. When is a time that you have witnessed or experienced the effects of favoritism? How have you processed or are 
you processing through that experience? How could God use this story to help you see the difference between His 
inexhaustible love and the world’s limited love that we so often witness or experience? How can this help us begin to 
find healing in our hurts and restoration in our lives?

3. Genesis 37 leaves us hanging at the end of the story, but it is not the end of the grander narrative for Jacob or Joseph 
and the his brothers. If you know the rest of the story, what ends up happening? What does the entire narrative of this 
family tell us about the character of God and the way He often works in the lives of His people?

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, Your love is not like the love that the world so often embodies. It is not limited in its 
quantity or its scope. Instead, it is limitless in its capacity and stretches to the ends of the earth for all 
peoples. Thank you for pouring out this inexhaustible love into our hearts, and may it heal our hurts from 
the past and dismantle our pride in the present. Forgive us for showing favoritism to some while neglecting 
others. May we be empowered by Your Spirit to not love all people the same way, but love all people with 
the full measure of Your affection as people made in Your image. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

The boiling point of favoritism had finally been reached in the family of Jacob. When he was younger, Jacob had 
experienced the favoritism of his mother Rebekah while witnessing the favoritism of his father for his brother Esau. 
Later, when Jacob was deceived and married two women – he showed favoritism for Rachel over Leah. Naturally, the 
favoritism of Rachel led to a favoritism for his son born with her over the other eleven sons born from his other wife 
and servants. The water in the pot of favoritism had been warming for years, and now the boiling point was reached 
in this story as sin’s power sought to destroy the family.
Jacob’s favoritism had led to Joseph’s pride and the brothers’ hatred. As a result, Joseph found himself enslaved 
in Egypt, the brothers were enslaved in guilt and Jacob was enslaved to mourning based on his sons’ deceptions. 
Unbridled favoritism had wreaked havoc on the entire family unit, destroying both the people and the relationships 
involved.
Many of us have experienced the hurt of favoritism and its cancerous consequences. Although it can be painful, 
reflection on how we have experienced favoritism in our past can be helpful for us as we seek to make sense of 
our present and allow God to transform our future.  Furthermore, it can illuminate how we might be perpetuating 
favoritism through our own lives without even realizing it. Ultimately, this reflection can be fruitful work for God’s 
healing as we encounter the inexhaustible love that God has for all people. Knowing that God is ever-present and 
ever-caring can truly bring restoration to our hearts and minds.
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