
Questions
1. Why does Scripture pause in the middle of Joseph’s story to highlight the worst of Judah? Name some of Judah’s sins.

2. Where does Judah’s corruption begin? How does Judah drift away from God? Can you see areas in your life where 
“drifting away” from God can easily happen?

3. What responses do you see in Judah when he is confronted by his own sin? How important is humility in recognizing 
sin? 

4. What positive traits can we glean from Judah? What is God showing you about remaining faitful and in right 
relationship with Him?

5. How did Judah change as a brother? Discuss how Judah’s views on the value of life changed. How well do you value 
life? How can we maintain “brotherly love” for members of our natural family and for our church family? 

6. How does the story of Judah make a difference in our lives? Can we maintain God’s grace without sinning? How can 
we live a life of holiness without legalism? 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank You for the example of Judah. You have made a way for each of us to come into 
right relationship with You and with our families. Show us the areas of our lives where we do not love 
others as we should. Highlight any areas in which we do not value life as You do. Grant us the humility to 
examine ourselves and to honestly evaluate if we are pleasing You. Teach us to love our families and our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Give us the faith that things can be different as You work in our lives and we 
submit to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

We tend to think of Genesis 37-50 as the story of Joseph and his journey from the pit to the palace. Indeed, many 
lessons can be learned in examining Joseph’s life. However, we often miss an awkward part of Genesis that is stuck 
in the middle of Joseph’s story: the story of Judah, Joseph’s brother. Why? What is God showing us?
While we love Joseph and what he can teach us, we must never lose sight of the fact that God preserves Joseph 
so that Joseph can save his family. The story of Joseph is the story of the family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This 
family (and later the nation) was chosen by God to reveal His redemption plan. It is not the line of Joseph but rather 
of Judah, the unnoticed 4th son of Jacob, that God uses to carry the seed of the Messiah through the generations. 
And it can be confusing because while for the most part Joseph leads a stellar life, Judah is a mess!
Why would God choose a disobedient son to perpetuate the line of the Messiah? Could it be that the story of Judah 
shouts out the grace of God, which after all, is one of the main points of the Bible? God had in mind a redeemer and 
a substitute to take our sins upon Himself. In Judah, we see the fledgling idea of this outpouring of grace upon a 
man who deserved judgment. Judah moves from being a man with little regard for life to understanding that life is 
worth “dying for.” We see the work of grace change Judah. Isn’t that what the Bible is about anyway? Judah’s story is 
essential to understanding Genesis and God’s purpose of bringing eternal life to all who come to Him.  

SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 38; 44:15-34; 49:8-12

Week 5:  The Story of Judah


