
Questions
1. What do we learn about God’s character in this story as we connect it with the rest of God’s story of 

salvation?

2. When is a time that you have felt like Jacob – when you felt like you needed to disguise yourself as 
someone else in order to gain the blessings of others? What happened as a result? How did you feel 
afterward? As you look back on that time of your life, what did you learn? 

3. What was/is a family lie that negatively impacted you and your family? In what way might God want 
to heal the hurts of that lie? What is a good, first step in that healing process?

4. How can we be empowered to speak with honesty and love when lying seems to be the best way to 
save ourselves or make ourselves look better in front of others?

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank You for working through our messes in life and making us into someone beautiful.  
Thank You that You never give up on Your family and that You are always with us.  We ask that You bring 
healing and comfort to those who have been hurt by lies in their past.  We ask that You empower all of us 
to be comfortable in our own skin and be honest with others in our lives through the work of your Spirit. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

In Genesis 27 we are invited to wade into the deep waters of family dysfunction. In their old age, Isaac 
had grown physically and spiritually blind while Rebekah had grown manipulative and deceitful. Esau was 
bitter toward Jacob, and Jacob was envious of Esau. The deep dysfunction finally boiled over into a family 
implosion in this climactic chapter. 
On his deathbed Isaac had planned to offer a secret, bedside blessing to his favorite son Esau while 
completely neglecting his other son Jacob. But Rebekah caught wind of his hidden scheme. And so, 
Rebekah and her favorite son teamed up to trick Isaac by Jacob playing dress-up with Esau’s clothes and 
some goat-skinned arms. Jacob deceitfully received the blessing while his brother was still in the field. 
Each member of the family was so bent on hiding their intentions and achieving their own aim that they 
had lost sight of God’s heart for their family. When the truth of the deception is finally revealed, total 
destruction ensued. Esau was filled with rage and anticipated revenge. Jacob was forced to run for his 
life. And Isaac and Rebekah were left with a shell of a family, never to see Jacob again. 
Yet, God continued to work through the dysfunction of this family. Jacob would one day find closeness 
with God and restoration with his brother Esau. Ultimately, Jesus Christ would come through Jacob’s 
family line.  And thankfully, God continues to work through our own deceptions and destruction in our 
families for honest restoration within His own. 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 27:1-45

Week 2:  Lies, Favorites and Family Dysfunction


