
 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Will meet on Wednesday, September 9 at 
9:00 a.m. Little dresses. (Potluck Lunch)   
   

DO-DAY  
  

Will meet on Wednesday, September 23 
from 9:00-3:00 p.m. (Potluck Lunch) 
 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE 
   

Will meet on Monday, September 14 at 
2:30 p.m. in the church fellowship hall.  
Hostess/Bible Study: Dianna S.   
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Sack Lunch Bible Study will meet on      
Tuesdays, September 1, 8, 15 22, & 29 at 
12:30 p.m. in the church fellowship hall.   
 
Men’s Early Risers will NOT meet in       
September. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

We are looking for 1 volunteer to help as       
Assistant Sunday School Superintendent for the      
2020-2021 year. Sunday School classes will 
begin on November 1 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
 

JAM 
 

JAM will begin on Wednesday, November 4 
from 5-6:15 p.m. A meal will be served. 
 
 

JR./SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUPS 
 

Watch for upcoming information for activities 
coming soon. 

St. Paul Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org 

Office: (712) 324-3049 

St. Paul E-mail: pleasant@nethtc.net     

2020 RADIO BROADCASTS, FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR, COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 
 

The 2020 Sign-Up charts are in the narthex if you wish to sign-up for a special date or call the      

office. Radio Broadcasts are $80.  
 

Radio Broadcast:  
October: 25            November: 1, 15, 29                         December: 27 
 

Flowers on the Altar:  
September: 6, 20, 27     October: 4, 11, 18, 25     November: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29    December: 6, 13, 20, 27 
 

There will be NO Coffee Fellowship until further notice.                      

 
 

ADRESSES NEEDED 
 

The church office does not have addresses for the following members. If anyone can supply a     
current address for the members listed below, please contact the church office. Thank you. 
 

Kayla Allen         Jeffrey Baatz    Chad Beckman         Craig Bowen       
Eric Bowen         Neale Brown    Melinda Ehlers         Dustin Engelkes    
Andrew Goeb        Colene Haberkorn   Daniel Hall          Jay Joersz           
Jillian Lonning        Madalyn Lonning   Stephanie Lonning         Teighlor Lonning        
Jace Maris                     Aaron McPeek               Amanda Monroe          Carl Monroe         
Timothy Noble         Stephanie Pohren            Robert Sauer, Jr.         Stephen Tolk                     
Lisa Vander Pol               Cassandra Vogt                Janet Wolf                     Susan Zehnder          

 

 

  



 

 

From the Pastor                   September 2020 

 

I’d like to share a story from a blog I receive daily 

from a seminary teacher of mine, Gracia Grindal. 

It is a fascinating mission story from China, a 

place we hear a lot about tin the news! See her 

blog at https://www.hymnfortheday.com/ . 

--- 

From the 19th century on, the romance of China 

attracted many Westerners to want to learn about 

China, buy Chinese wares, or go there, not just as a 

tourist, but sometimes as a missionary. Hudson 

Taylor (1832-1905) the founder of the China     

Inland Mission, CIM, was destined for China from 

before his birth. His father, James, a lay preacher, 

who had a passion for the Gospel and China, 

prayed over his wife’s womb, heavy with the    

infant, that he would go to China as missionary.  

  

When he was a teenager, Hudson, after a youthful 

rebellion, converted, and in 1849 he committed 

himself to going to China which he did, after 

learning as much as he could about China, its    

language, and the languages of Scripture. He also 

prepared himself as a medical doctor. He arrived in 

China in 1855 in the midst of a protracted Civil 

War. He began traveling with tracts, and his    

medical supplies. He made the decision to begin 

wearing native Chinese clothes and a queue 

(pigtail) so he could gain acceptance by the people 

with his message. 

 

To make a very rich and long story short, he     

challenged young people around the world to come 

to China as missionaries and hundreds did. In the 

late 1880s he traveled through Europe,             

Scandinavia and the United States urging young 

people to give their lives to the mission. 

 

Among those attracted were several young people 

in Norway and young Norwegian-Americans here 

in Iowa and Minnesota, like Daniel Nelson, Halvor 

and Thea Rønning. They established a mission in 

the Hunan province, in Hankou and Taipingtien, 

further north. Hankou was one of three cities, now 

together called Wuhan about which we have heard 

quite a bit of late! 

Their mission went on until they were forced out 

by the Communists in 1949. When they left, they 

left their people in the hands of God and really 

heard nothing else until China opened up in the 

1980s. When the children of the missionaries who 

had been born there returned, they found that the 

church had grown despite the persecution of the 

church and they met people who remembered 

them as young children.  

 

The church has continued to grow despite          

persecution and increasing pressures against them. 

One of the miracles of the mission is the story of 

Xiaomin, China’s most prolific hymn writer. She 

comes from the area where the Norwegian        

Lutheran mission started. She heard the gospel 

from her aunt. A poor peasant girl, she suffered 

poor health, and had to drop out of school. Along 

the way, she was converted, and was even         

imprisoned for her faith.  

  

She started composing hymns some time along the 

way. Poems and tunes she recorded on a small 

cassette so a musician could write down the notes 

and she would write down words. Her texts are 

filled with passion for the Lord Jesus, but also for 

China. One sees pictures of the    landscape in her 

works, the rivers and hills, and the starry sky. By 

now she has written over 2000 such songs and 

hymns. They have made the difference for       

thousands of other Chinese. To hear that God is 

love and that Jesus died for them brings them to 

tears of joy. Watching the DVDs on her in China 

and hearing an orchestra playing her songs, plus 

hearing them sung in gatherings by thousands of 

people fills one’s heart with the joy of the Gospel. 

  

When I first watched her DVD, Hymns of Canaan, 

I sat transfixed, praising God to see how tiny 

seeds sown over 150 years ago have blossomed 

forth! How rich are the mercies of God. Pray for 

our sisters and brothers in China! 

--- 

I hope this helps bring a distant place, Wuhan, 

China, closer, more personal to us, knowing God 

is at work there, too.     



 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Wedding: Cody and Jessica (Wollmuth) Cooper. 
Baptism: Easton James Fitzgerald, son of James and Megan Fitzgerald. 
Funeral: Arlene Klemme. 
Memorial Service: Conrad Guetzlaff. 
  
 

YEARLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

JULY  
Total Income             $   14,352.87         
Total Expense                $  (17,641.61)        
Income Less Expense         $   (3,288.74)        
 
Fiscal Year Income                        $  116,757.70 
Fiscal Year Expense                        $ (128,611.81) 

$    (11,854.11)  
 
  

FIRST COMMUNION STUDENTS 
 

There will be a First Communion parent/student orientation meeting for those students who     
began classes last spring on Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00 p.m. Reminder to the students to 
bring their study book. The students will receive their First Communion on Sunday, September 
27 during the 9:00 a.m. Worship Service. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES FOR 9TH AND 10TH GRADERS 
 

There will be a Confirmation Orientation for the 9th/10th graders and parents on Wednesday,  
September 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Confirmation classes will continue on       
Wednesdays, September 16, 23, and 30 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. with Pastor Dan. A parent,        
grandparent, or sponsor, etc. needs to accompany the student. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2020 
 

Confirmation will be held on Reformation Sunday, October 25 at the 9:00 a.m. Worship Service. 
Final classes for the confirmands will be held on Sundays, October 4, 11, and 18 from 10:00-10:30 
a.m. with Pastor Dan. 
  
 

PRAYER CHAINS 
 

We are currently updating the Prayer Chains. If you would like to be added or removed to the list, 
please contact the church office by Sunday, September 6.  
 
 

NOAH’S ARK NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

Noah’s Ark Nursery’s Visit the Teacher/Open House will be on Tuesday, September 8 from     
5:00-6:00 p.m. The Nursery School classes will begin on September 9 and 10.  
 
 

GIVING GARDEN 
 

The giving garden is in need of black and white newspapers. There will be a box     
labeled under the congregation mailboxes if you have any black and white (ONLY) 
newspapers to donate please place them in this box. Thank you.  



 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT  
 

We are looking for 1 volunteer to help as Sunday School Assistant Superintendent for the       
2020-2021 year. Please contact Darrell Sneiderman or Lori Brown. 
 
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE PARK 
 

The Sheldon Ministerial Association will be hosting the Sheldon Community Worship Service in 
the City Park on Sunday, September 6 at  6:00 p.m. The United Methodist Church Youth        
Director, Jacob Sandholm will lead the worship service. Please bring a lawn chair and join us. 
 
  

DRIVE-THRU SHELDON FOOD PANTRY 
 

The Sheldon Food Pantry will be a Drive-Thru on Monday, September 14 from 4:30-6:00 p.m. 
Those in need of assistance can receive a box of free food for their family at the Living Water 
Community Church parking lot. 
 
 

SHELDON UNITY MEAL - DRIVE-THRU 
 

The Sheldon Area Unity meal will be on Monday, September 21 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Living 
Water Community Church - Parking lot. People will be asked to Drive-Thru to pick up a meal to 
take home and reheat. They ask for all to please stay in their vehicles and the meals will be  
handed to you through the vehicle window. 
 
 

TOUCH OF HOPE HAITI 
 

St. Paul has an ongoing mission started by our youth to support Lensley Raymond from 
Simonette, Haiti. This sponsorship helps with his school expenses each year. If you would like 
to make a donation towards Lensley’s school tuition through your offering, there is a dedicated 
fund set up (Touch of Hope Haiti).  
 
 

INGHAM/OKOBOJI LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP EVENTS 
 

What to look forward to at Ingham Okoboji: 
• September 14-16: Fall Elderversity 
• September 26: Women’s Day Away 
 
 

COVID RECOVERY IOWA 
 

COVID Recovery Iowa’s outreach program is for all Iowans affected by COVID-19. They help 
Iowans build coping skills and resilience. Through telephone or computer outreach, they offer 
FREE counseling, secure virtual meetings, referrals, and education. The outreach program 
helps in all areas including workforce, agriculture, mental health, coping strategies, children 
and families, older adults, developmental disabilities, and military families just to name a few.  
There are stress-reducing programs being offered for caregivers, teachers, and providers. To 
schedule this, please email Mandy at mandy.gesme@pathwaysb.org.  
The following are the COVID Recovery Iowa links and phone numbers: 
 
 Website: https://covidrecoveryiowa.org/ 
 Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/covidrecoveryIowa/  
 Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/covidrecoveryiowa/ 
 Twitter: https://www.inagram.com/cividrecoveryiowa/ 
 Covid Recovery Iowa Concern Hotline: 800-447-1985 
 Iowa Warm Line: 844-775-9276 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


