PRISCILLA CIRCLE

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Will meet on Monday, September 10 at
7:00 p.m. at Gladys Drenkow’s home.
Bible Study/Hostess: Gail Pike

MISSION & OUTREACH
Will meet on Wednesday, September 12
at 9:00 a.m. Little Dresses. (Potluck)

DO-DAY
Will meet on Wednesday, September 26
from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (Potluck)

BIBLE STUDY
Sack Lunch Bible Study will meet on
Tuesdays, September 4, 11, 18 & 25 at
12:30 p.m. in the church lounge.
September 5, 12, 19 & 26

JAM
The JAM Program (1st-5th grades) begins on
Wednesday, September 12 from 5-6:30
p.m. with a meal being served each week.

YOUTH WORSHIP TEAM
The Youth Worship Team will meet on
Sundays, September 9, 16, 23 & 30 at
4:00 p.m.

YOUTH SUB SALES
Sub sandwich sales will begin August 29
and sell through September 16. Be sure
to place your order for delicious subs!

ST. PAUL YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Jr. High Youth: September 2, 9 & 16 (Before & After Church) Help Sell Youth Sub Sales
September 5, 12, 19 & 26 (5:00-6:30 p.m.) Youth Group Meets
September 17 Turn In Sub Sales And Money
September 30 (7:00 a.m.) Make and Deliver Subs
Sr. High Youth: September 2, 9 & 16 (Before & After Church) Help Sell Youth Sub Sales
September 5 (7:30-8:30 p.m.) Youth/Parents/Pastor Night
September 12, 19 & 26 (7:30-8:30 p.m.)
September 17 Turn In Sub Sales And Money
September 30 (7:00 a.m.) Make and Deliver Subs
2018 RADIO BROADCAST/FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR/COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

The sign-up charts are located on the balcony bulletin board. Thank you to everyone who has
sponsored or volunteered for any of these special services for St. Paul.
Please notify the office (324-3049) for any changes, additions, or cancellations.
Radio Broadcast Open Dates: November 4; December 9, 16, 30. To sponsor a radio
broadcast it is $80.

Coffee Fellowship Open Dates: November 4, 11, 18; December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30.
Cookies and bars are optional. Please check the kitchen to make sure you have coffee
and juice to serve. If you would like to be on the volunteer list for Coffee Fellowship to
serve on an open Sunday, please call the church office.
Flowers On The Altar Open Dates: September 2, 16, 23, 30; October 7, 14, 21, 28;
November 4, 11, 18, 25; December 9, 16, 23, 30.
St. Paul Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org

Office: (712) 324-3049

Pastor Craig Nissen: pastor@nethtc.net Or (712) 348-4740 Parsonage: (712) 324-0036

PASTORAL ACTS
Funeral: Rita Mae Kroese
Memorial: Frieda Marie Luise Meyners
Baptism: Paislee Dae Babb, daughter of Daniel and Megan Babb
Public Recognition Of Baptism: Madelyn Kay Seivert, daughter of Brian and Lyndsay Seivert
UPDATING THE STORAGE AREA
We need your help to raise funds to update the storage area on the north end of the fellowship
hall. We will be replacing the velvet curtains with wood sliding doors. This update is very
important to our Bedding Ministry since this space is used to store bedding that will be used
to go out to people needing help from Love INC. We need approximately $1,600. A little from
many and we can meet this goal! Please contact Tami in the church office if you wish to
designate funds for the fellowship hall updates.
JAM YOUTH COORDINATOR NEEDED
Our Youth Ministry is looking for someone to fill the JAM Coordinator position! JAM (Jesus
And Me) meets every Wednesday starting on September 12, for youth 1st grade–5th grade.
JAM time is from 5:00-6:30 p.m. (with a meal served from 6:00-6:30 p.m.) If you are
interested, please contact Mark or Pastor Craig.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

BRAT STAND
The "Socials" will again be sponsoring the Lutheran Brat Stand at the Sheldon Celebration
Days this Labor Day, Monday, September 3, at the City Park. We will need your help again
this year. Volunteers are needed to work one-hour shifts. There is also a sign-up sheet for
donations of condiments. The sign-up sheets are in the narthex. Monetary gifts are welcome
to help cover expenses.
PRAYER CHAINS
It is time to update the Prayer Chains. If you would like to be removed or added to the Prayer
Chains, please contact the church office by Sunday, September 2. A copy of the new Prayer
Chains will be put into each prayer chain volunteer’s church mailbox the end of September.
TOUCH OF HOPE HAITI
St. Paul has an ongoing mission started by our youth to support Lensley Raymond from
Simonette, Haiti. This sponsorship will help with his school expenses each year. If you would
like to make a donation towards Lensley’s school tuition through your offering, there is a
dedicated fund set up (Touch of Hope Haiti).

ST. PAUL YOUTH MISSION TRIP
During the week of July 24, 48 teens and 17 adults from 6 NALC churches across Iowa
traveled to Rosenberg, TX, near Houston, to help community members and organizations
with Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts. There were 7 youth and 3 adults from St. Paul
among them. We helped at Catholic Charities, Helping Hands, the Rosenberg animal
shelter and helped to finish refurbishing a house that the owners had not been able to live
in for a year. We also assembled 200 flood buckets and 200 health kits to help prepare for
the next disaster in the area. Each morning and evening we had devotionals and worship
time. The teens all made new friends, experienced new things and learned new skills. We
are looking at the possibility of another NALC Iowa Mission District mission trip next year
as well as a possible reunion retreat this winter. None of this would have been possible
without the support of this congregation in prayer, giving to the general fund, donations
(materials, time, and financial) to our fundraisers. It also would not have been possible
without our volunteer sponsors, Tami Roetman and Amy Badberg. A huge thank you to all
who helped make this extremely valuable trip possible. Mark Richards, Youth Director
ST. PAUL CLAY PIGEON SHOOT
Annual Clay Pigeon Shoot!! Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 16 at 3:30 p.m.
when Pastor Craig will have the annual Clay Pigeon Shoot, out at Gerry and Kathy
Seivert’s home.
ICE CREAM SOCIAL (PURPLE COW) EVENT

THANK YOU
Thank you to all who donated school supplies to benefit the Shop With A Cop Program
backpacks that were handed out to each of the students who shopped on August 14 and 15.
There were a total of 48 students from this great program who shopped in Sheldon.
IOWA MISSION DISTRICT 2018 CONVOCATION
On September 15, the Iowa Mission District 2018 Convocation will meet at the Frist
Lutheran Church in St. Ansgar, Iowa. The keynote speaker will be the Rev. David Wendel,
Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry and Ecumenism, NALC.

From Pastor Craig
There are several opportunities that will be extended to and through our congregation in
the coming weeks and months. I hope you’ll consider participating in one or more. In
any case, please pray for the Lord to shine through each of these activities, and for
anything that prepares us for the tasks God has in store for us.

That The World May Know: Israel’s Mission

This will be an adult Sunday School class, meeting four weeks (Sept 2, 9, 16 and 30).
There are several short courses in the “That the World May Know” series, and each
involves video clips shot on location in the Holy Land. This course shows one bridge
between the Old and New Testament. Feel free to attend any one of these class times.

The Pray for Me campaign

This is an invitation to pray for a specific young person in our congregation, frequently,
for the duration of the school year. Those volunteering to pray will receive a guidebook to
ways to pray for your student. Of particular emphasis in this campaign is the recognition
that young people who remain connected to the church do so because of relationships
with adults in the congregation outside their family. The campaign also calls us to make
prayer a habit for ourselves, a practice that helps us to abide in Christ.

Holding Your Family Together

For six weeks, participants in this class will discuss practices that can lay a foundation
for close relationships with children through their teen years and into adulthood. At the
same time these practices will help us pass on Christian faith to our children. If you want
to see your kids applying Jesus’ words in their lives, consider your plan and practices
that will help them to do so. Because you hope your daughter or son will be able to share
their hurts and joys with you as they grow up, what routines now will make it more likely
they will open up to you?

Prayer Team

A small group has already been meeting to pray for a few weeks, but we would like to
invite anyone and everyone to join us. Every Thursday, at 5:15, we gather to listen, and
pray as God leads. A charism of Intercessory Prayer empowers the sustained, intense
prayer of a Christian for others, to be the means by which God's love and deliverance
reaches those in need.
Brothers & Sisters,
If we see faith formation as an ongoing, life-long process, we can truly say we are
following Christ — regardless of how we think we are doing at being Christ-like.
Otherwise we are only receptacles of information given once upon a time.
See you i n worship! ~ Pastor Craig

From Pastor Craig

Harvard University, MAKING CARING COMMON PROJECT
Raising Caring Children [ 7 point series ] …continued from August Newsletter
Research in human development clearly shows that the seeds of empathy, caring, and
compassion are present from early in life, but that to become caring, ethical people, children
need adults to help them at every stage of childhood to nurture these seeds into full development.

Below [is the second of] a set of guideposts to raising caring, respectful, and ethical children,
along with tips for putting them into action. These guideposts are supported by many studies and
by the work that our various organizations have conducted over several decades with families
across America.

3. Make caring for others a priority and set high ethical expectations
Why?
It’s very important that children hear from their parents and caretakers that caring about others is
a top priority and that it is just as important as their own happiness. Even though most parents
and caretakers say that their children being caring is a top priority, often children aren’t hearing
that message.
How?
A big part of prioritizing caring is holding children to high ethical expectations, such as honoring
their commitments, doing the right thing even when it is hard, standing up for important
principles of fairness and justice, and insisting that they’re respectful, even if it makes them
unhappy and even if their peers or others aren't behaving that way.
Try this:
1. A clear message. Consider the daily messages you send to children about the importance of
caring. For example, instead of saying to children “The most important thing is that you’re
happy,” you might say “The most important thing is that you’re kind and that you’re happy.”
2. Prioritize caring when you talk with other key adults in your children’s lives. For example, ask
teachers and coaches whether your children are good community members in addition to
asking about their academic skills, grades, or performance.
3. Encourage kids to “work it out.” Before letting your child quit a sports team, band, or a
friendship, ask them to consider their obligations to the group or the friend, and encourage
them to work out problems.
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/parenting-resources-raising-caring-ethical-children/raising-caringchildren

…continued from the previous page

4. Provide opportunities for children to practice caring and gratitude
Why?
Children need practice caring for others and being grateful—it’s important for them to express
appreciation for the many people who contribute to their lives. Studies show that people who
engage in the habit of expressing gratitude are more likely to be helpful, generous,
compassionate, and forgiving—and they’re also more likely to be happy and healthy.

How?
Learning to be grateful and caring is in certain respects like learning to play a sport or an
instrument. Daily repetition—whether it’s helping a friend with homework, pitching in around the
house, having a classroom job, or routinely reflecting on what we appreciate about others—and
increasing challenges make caring and gratitude second nature and develop children’s
caregiving capacities. Hold family meetings that give children practice helping to solve family
problems such as squabbles between siblings, hassles getting off to school, and making meals
more pleasant. Although as parents and caretakers we always need to stand firmly behind key
values such as caring and fairness, we can make our home democratic in key respects, asking
our children to express their views while they listen to ours. Involving children in making plans to
improve family life teaches perspective-taking and problem-solving skills and gives them an
authentic responsibility: becoming co-creators of a happy family.
Try this:
1. Real responsibilities. Expect children to routinely help, for example, with household chores
and siblings, and only praise uncommon acts of kindness. When these kinds of routine
actions are simply expected and not rewarded, they’re more likely to become ingrained in
every day actions.
2. Make caring and justice a focus. Start conversations with children about the caring and
uncaring acts they see in their daily lives or on television and about acts of justice and
injustice they might witness or hear about in the news, such as a person who stood up for an
important cause or an instance of sexism or racism. Ask children how they see these actions
and explain why you think these actions are caring or uncaring, just or unjust.
3. Expressing thanks. Consider making expressing gratitude a daily ritual at dinnertime,
bedtime, in the car, or on the subway. Encourage children to express appreciation for family
members, teachers, or others who contribute to their lives.
If you follow this series, take note that it is also explaining why the Faith5 idea every night in your home - works. Faith5 works because those 5 elements form
relational connections, they give expression to Christian convictions, they make
parents & children relationally accessible to one another. Yes you’re talking about
faith, about lessons in the Bible, but personal storytelling and listening are there,
mutual care is expressed. In that space and time you create, faith lessons stick
because they’re woven in with who you are as a family. Doing this is what the Bible
calls for, this is what God is after in you and your family.
(Deuteronomy 6: 4-7) (Psalm 78: 3-7)
~ Pastor Craig

