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From Pastor Craig - What is worship about?

1. I believe there is inherent value in gathering a large group of people (75+)
together to worship God, submit to the scriptures, tell stories of God moving in

the community, share the Lord’s Supper, etc. We gather because, with one voice,
we choose to worship our Risen Lord. We gather to be reminded that we are part
of his story — his present and future Kingdom. And we gather so that we can
scatter as missionaries to a world that is broken and in need.

2. Worshipping Jesus for the sake of Jesus must always be enough.

3. Ibelieve that to sustain the scattered mission of the church outside of the large
gathering there is the need for regular and rhythmic times of gathering together
to remind us of the bigger story we are in, reinforcing why we live the missional
life we do. I'm not saying it’s impossible to sustain Kingdom mission outside of it,
but it’s very, very difficult. We gather, we scatter. We gather, we scatter.

4. Ibelieve the worship gathering exists first and foremost for believers, for people
who are intentionally growing in their relationship with Jesus. Yes, people who
don’t know Jesus yet can come, but honestly, they aren’t our top priority in a
worship service. Can they come to faith in a service? Yes. Should we provide
opportunities for them to step more fully into a relationship with Jesus? Yes. Can
a pre-Christian benefit from experiencing the worship of believers?

Absolutely. But we need to understand that if the worship service is our
primary place of mission we’ve already lost the battle. We may believe in
the priesthood of all believers, but do we believe in the missionhood of all
believers — outside the ‘gathering’?

5. Ibelieve the worship gathering should always keep an eye on the shaping of the
community for mission outside of the walls of the service. When they leave the
gathering, believers should know they leave as missionaries and agents of the

Kingdom. How is the church community shaping that reality for people?
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