
 

 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE 
   

Will meet on Monday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Gladys Drenkow’s home.  
Bible Study/Hostess: Carleen K. 
 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Will meet on May 9 at 9:00 a.m. - Little 
Dresses. (Potluck Lunch)   
   

DO-DAY  
  

Will meet on May 23 at 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. (Potluck Lunch)  
 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Sack Lunch Bible Study will meet on      
Tuesdays, May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the church lounge.  
 

Men’s Early Risers meet at 7:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 at  Cook’s 
Café. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Celebration Sunday is May 6! All the SS 
Students will join in the worship service. This 
will be the last SS class until the fall.    
 
JAM   
 

JAM will meet for the LAST time on May 3, 
grilling and games from 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Have a GREAT summer, see you in September! 

ST. PAUL YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 
 

Jr. High Youth:  May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 (5:30-7:00 p.m.) Youth Group Meet (Meal Served) 
        May 6 (8:30 a.m. Baked Items To Church) Youth Help With Camp Bake Sale 
                                

Sr. High Youth: May 2 (7:30-8:30 p.m.) Youth/Parents And Pastor Night 
       May 9 (8:00-9:00 p.m.) Sr. High Youth Gathering, Living Water Community Church  
       May 16, 23 & 30 (7:30-8:30 p.m.) Youth Group Meet 
       May 27 (7:30 a.m.) Juniors Be At The Church To Help With Senior Breakfast 
          (8:00 a.m.) Senior Breakfast (Seniors And Their Families)   
                    (9:00 a.m.) Recognition Of Graduates During Worship, Reception To Follow 
  

Youth Worship Team: May 6 & 20 (4:00 p.m.) Worship Team Meet 
 

 
  

————————————————————————–——————————————————————–————— 

GERANIUMS: Donations due by Sunday, May 18.   
I/We would like to contribute towards the purchase of geraniums to help beautify our church for 
Pentecost Sunday, May 20. Please bring this form to the church office by Sunday, May 18.   
 
Name_________________________________________      Amount $___________. 

PASTORAL ACTS  
 

Funerals: John Grant Kruger  
       Gerald George Thorman  
Baptism: Mya Grace Sneiderman, daughter of Kirk and Kim Sneiderman. 
First Communion: Hunter Getting, Ella Holz, Brianna Honkomp, Madison Johnson, Christian     
 Richards, Faith A. Richards, Nevaeh Vos, and Ryder Wynja.   
 
 

  ~ St. Paul Church Offices will be CLOSED on Monday, May 28.~ 

St. Paul Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org   Office: 712-324-3049 
 

{ Pastor Craig Nissen Can Be Reached At pastor@nethtc.net Or (712) 348-4740 } 



 

 

From Pastor Craig 

     Sometimes life experiences teach us spiritual truth, or they give us concrete examples to 
help us understand a biblical teaching. If we’re paying attention, anticipating that God means 
to use everyday life events to open our eyes, our hearts, our minds, then it happens               
increasingly more often.  The Spirit will seize on moments of interruption, of sensation,        
conversation, and give us an “a-ha!” Other times it is with hindsight that we realize we’ve been 
through something that illustrates God’s point. And occasionally we might see something    
coming and know that this is what the Lord was talking about, and we’re getting to live it. 

     Such is the case for Christen and I this month. On May 21st we have our court date to       
finally, officially, adopt Sam! (I write this with a giant grin on my face and tears in my eyes!) 
The court will recognize what we have known for months, that Sam is our son, and we are his 
family. 

     What a long journey this has been for us and even more so for him. I’ve got my own story of 
what God has taught me and where he has brought me from tentative early days of agreeing 
to classes for a foster care license.  But his story is so much more dramatic and important even 
as it is still being walked out.  

     Many of you have expressed your concern for Sam and have followed this story with        
interest and compassion.  We thank you for your support and your prayers. The story is far 
from over, and, like any life, we have the unknown ahead for all of us.  But I continue to take 
courage in this concept: that God is upstream and knows what’s coming for us. Also, that    
nothing can take any of us out of HIS hands. 

God adopted me; He makes you His children, even as Grayson and Sam are to us. 

     But to all who have received him – those who believe in his name – he has    
given the right to become God’s children – children not born by human parents 
or by human desire or a husband’s decision, but by God. (John 1: 12-13) 

     But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born  under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:4-6) 

     For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did not   
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the   
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs —heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ (Romans 8:14-17) 



 

 

From Pastor Craig 
 

I’m sharing some excerpts from Jason A. Mahn’s book “Becoming a Christian in Christendom” 
for your consideration. The whole book is a worthwhile read, but these parts come pretty close 
to summarizing a significant challenge for me, for Lutheran clergy, and for churches —            
particularly in our part of the country. The status quo he describes (below) even formed part of 
my sense of being called and sent into ministry. Here Mahn presents the situation, not a         
solution. But knowing the situation accurately is crucial to praying specifically, and for             
discerning what we need to learn, and how to go forward. 

 

     Christians [in rural and small town areas of the midwest and Bible belt] do not typically 
stand out from the crowd. Mainline and mainstream Christian beliefs and practices in the United 
States become part of the background for our culture as a whole, abiding as a kind of indistinct 
‘given’. The word Christian becomes a cipher for all perspectives or beliefs that are considered 
acceptable in dominant society. In such a culture, it can be difficult to get a handle on what it 
might mean to practice one’s Christianity, to think of it as entailing certain specific kinds of 
commitments and decisions, or to consider the ways that it might require a person to step away 
from everyday cultural assumptions. 
 

     According to the recent large-scale National Study of Youth and Religion (NSYR), the       
religious lives of American Christian teenagers reflect very little of the particular beliefs and    
historical practices of their professed religious tradition. The researchers, in fact, describe     
typical teenage believers as relatively unaffected by their beliefs in God (whom they imagine to 
be a fairly hands-off character), while still receiving some degree of moral affirmation and    
feeling good about themselves in the process. Better described as ‘moralistic therapeutic       
deism,’ this conventional faith of American teenagers in only vaguely, conventionally, almost 
Christian. 
 

     Yet, the researchers conclude that teens adhere to this view, not as an alternative to    
Christianity, ‘but because this is the only Christianity they know.’ In other words, this           
watered-down and rather innocuous form of belief is functioning for them as Christianity. It is a 
form of Christianity that requires very little effort or attention in a culture such as ours. It is, as 
Kierkegaard puts it, ‘a superficial something that neither wounds nor heals deeply enough.’ 
 

     In a cultural situation in which a person is assumed to be Christian unless they explicitly   
declare themselves otherwise, the predominant faith is very easily homogenized, diluted, and 
normalized, without much attention to its own more robust historical tradition. As a result, while 
it is not impossible to stand out from the crowd (religiously speaking), it is difficult to do so, 
since one’s stated religious affiliations simply blend into the overall cultural background. 
 

     And lest we be tempted to consider this only a teenage peer-pressure problem, it should be 
noted that the NSYR researchers insist that this teenage account of faith accurately reflects the 
views of the majority of American adults who call themselves Christian. In short, our ‘Christian’ 
culture is our assumed, default religious state; as a result, it has lost its specific contours and 
has become relatively homogenous and amorphous. In such circumstances, those who make a 
genuine attempt to actually become Christian may have to undertake some rather eccentric   
efforts. 
 
     This has provoked me to explore biblical discipleship as the way for people to pass-on, recover, or 
even (in many cases) discover the Christian faith. 



 

 

2018 RADIO BROADCAST/FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR/COFFEE FELLOWSHIP  
 

The sign-up charts for 2018 are located on the balcony bulletin board. Thank you to everyone 
who has sponsored or volunteered for any of these special services for St. Paul.  
Please notify the office (324-3049) for any changes, additions, or cancellations. 
 

Radio Broadcast Open Dates: May 20; July 1, 8, 15, 29; September 16; November 4, 25;          
December 2, 9, 16, 24($120), 30. To sponsor a radio broadcast it is $80.    
 

Coffee Fellowship Open Dates: July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; August 12, 19, 26; September 2, 9, 16, 
23; October 7, 14, 21, 28; November 4, 11, 25; December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. Cookies and bars are 
optional. Please check the kitchen to make sure you have coffee and juice to serve. If you would 
like to be on the volunteer list for Coffee Fellowship to serve on an open Sunday, please call the 
church office.   
 

Flowers On The Altar Open Dates: May 13, 20; June 10, 17, 24; July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; August 
5, 12, 19, 26; September 2, 16, 23; October 7, 14, 21, 28; November 4, 11, 18, 25; December 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30.    
 
 
YOUTH SUPPER AND AUCTION FUNDRAISER 
 

We would like to say a big thank you to anyone who supported our youth fundraiser in April. We 
greatly appreciate all of those who donated to our auction, came to the meal and helped to work 
and provide food. A special thank you to Brian Willer for smoking the pork loin and being our 
auctioneer.  
 
 
SENIOR BREAKFAST 
 

There will be a senior graduate’s breakfast at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 27 in the fellowship hall. 
Parents will be receiving a letter in the mail regarding Graduation Sunday. Please note we will 
need RSVP’s by May 16. 
 
 
FIRST COMMUNION 
We would like to recognize and congratulate our students who took their First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday: Hunter Getting, Ella Holz, Brianna Honkomp, Madison Johnson, Christian 
Richards, Faith A. Richards, Nevaeh Vos, and Ryder Wynja.   
 
 
 
              
   2018 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
 
       Austin DeYoung          Hunter Lang        Tyler Sogn  
       Kayla Holtrop      Karissa Paulsen       Jason Stegemann 
       Koby Klatt       Austin Roemeling       Jenna Stegemann 

 
 

COLLECTING FOOD FOR LOVE INC/UPPER DES MOINES IN JUNE 
 

St. Paul Lutheran is assigned the month of June to collect food for Upper Des Moines                  
Opportunity and Love INC. There will be a list of items and boxes set up in the narthex in June. 
Prayerfully consider giving a food donation. 
 
 



 

 

2018 ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE REQUESTS AND DISBURSEMENTS  

 

The following were written requests that the Endowment Committee received and granted: Rev. 
Kirk and Rev. Nicole Sims; St. Paul Bedding Ministry; OLBC Cabin Renovations; St. Paul    
Quilters; St. Paul Operating Loan; St. Paul Camp Committee (camperships.)  
 
 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF LETTER 
 

Dear Friends at St. Paul Lutheran, 
 

Thank you for your generous donation of Quilts and Kits for LWR’s distribution overseas. These 
gifts of your hearts and hands are beautiful expressions of God’s grace and love to people all 
around the world. 
 

In October, 2017, LWR and partners International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)           
distributed School Kits to over 13,650 schoolchildren in northern Iraq. The students, who       
receive these precious gifts ranging in age from elementary to high school, expressed what a   
tremendous difference the Kits made in their lives. Many of their families are unable to buy 
school supplies because they have only recently returned to their homes after years of ISIS    
conflict. As a result, students couldn’t complete their homework or skipped school entirely. In 
addition to being practical, these kits provide a source of comfort, security and hope to those 
who receive them. 
 

Your Quilts and Kits provide important necessities to our neighbors around the world, and 
serve as reminders that they are not alone or forgotten. In 2017, we also shipped Quilts and Kits 
to Angola, South Sudan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, 
India, Lebanon, Serbia, Tanzania, Ukraine, Niger, Mauritania, Jordan, Haiti, Guatemala, El   
Salvador, Djibouti, and Georgia. On behalf of our neighbors in villages, schools, hospitals and 
refugee camps around the world, I extend deepest thanks for your contribution, and pray God ’s 
richest blessings on your life and work! 
 

In Christ,  
 
 

Melanie W. Gibbons  
Quilt and Kit Ministry Manager 
 
 
NATIONAL WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

The 21st Mayor’s National Day of Prayer for Sheldon will be held on Thursday, May 3 at Living 
Water Community Church at 6:30 p.m. The keynote speaker will be Brian Westphalen, a      
Sheldon graduate, works with Freedom in Christ Ministries, and lives in Knoxville, TN. Also on 
Sunday, May 6 at 2:00 p.m. there will be an open House for Brian at Tabernacle Baptist Church 
in George, IA. There will be coffee and cookies and everyone is invited. Brian will be sharing 
what God is doing in the Freedom in Christ Ministries.  
 
 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, JUNE 3 
 

Confirmation Sunday at St. Paul will be Sunday, June 3 during the worship service. There will 
be a reception in the fellowship hall following the worship service. Please join us. 
 
 
OLBC SUMMER CAMP DATES FOR YOUTH 
 

Summertime is almost here!! Please check your dates for when your kids go to Ingham/OLBC 
through camp emails. If you registered with St. Paul, the camp balance has been paid. The ropes 
course and paint ball fees are NOT PAID by the Camp Committee or Church, families are        
responsible for these fees. 



 

 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
 

On Sunday, June 10, St. Paul will welcome our new members during the worship service at 
9:00 a.m. Please join us for the coffee fellowship reception to welcome them to St. Paul       
following the service. 
 
 
ST. PAUL OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Please join us for an outdoor worship service at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 17, north of the 
parking lot.  
 
 
KAYLA HOLTROP GRADUATION OPEN HOUSE 
 

St. Paul Lutheran congregation is invited to Kayla Holtrop’s 2018 Graduation Open House on 
Saturday, May 26 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. for root beer floats or ice cream sundaes. 
 
 
CELEBRATION SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, May 6, is Celebration Sunday. SS kids will be singing, ringing and participating in 
the worship  service. Following the service, they will meet in the SS area for a wrap up with 
the Shepherds, then they will dismiss to the fellowship hall for a treat and finish 
around 10:50 a.m. This is the last day of Sunday School for this year.  
 
 
CAMP COMMITTEE BAKE SALE 
 

The Camp Committee is hosting a Bake Sale Fundraiser on Celebration Sunday, 
May 6, following the worship service. If you would like to donate baked good 
items, please have them in the fellowship hall by 8:30 a.m. that morning. All 
youth families, reminder you may bring your baked items early, please mark 
them for the “Camp Bake Sale” and leave them in the lounge. Thank you.   
 
 
JAM THANK YOU 
 

The last night of JAM will be held on May 2. A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped 
with JAM on Wednesday evenings this year! A special thank you to Juanita Rodger, Jayne 
Nestor, Kari Pedersen, Deb Plum, Brenda Tremmel, JoAnn Den Beste, Monica Honkomp, 
Nancy Woelber, Mark Petrich, Janice Wielenga, Pastor Craig, Mark Richards, and Kristi 
Hegenbarth for all their hard work. Thank you to everyone who donated food items for the 
weekly menus served. 
 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY YARD SALE 
 

Youth Ministry Yard Sale! The youth ministry is having a fundraising yard sale 
on June 22 and 23. We are looking for donations of clothing, household items, 
small appliances, toys, tools, etc. We cannot accept CRT (non-flat panel) tv's or 
mattresses. If you have items that you would like to donate, please hold them for us 
and we will begin accepting donations and making pickups the week before the sale 
in June. If you have things that need to be out of your house before then (like left 
overs from another sale), please contact Mark at the church and we will make      
arrangements to store them until the sale. Thank you for your support!   

 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) 
 

Mark you calendars for another amazing time with St. Paul VBS from August 6 - 9 from 6:00
-8:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed. Please contact Beth Frankenstein if you wish to volunteer. 



 

 


