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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETI NG

St. Paul Lutheran Church Annual Meeting will Dbe
the worship service at 10: 15 a. m. The Jr and
meeting. A dinner wil/l be provided by the Camp
of fering and everyone is wel come.

ANNUAL MEETI NG DI NNER

The Camp Committee and youth groups wil/l be ha
on Sunday, January 28. F-atmi hresawkéetd youphegsac
or a dessert to serve. Free wil/|l of fering wild/l
for Summer Camp 2018. Volunteer help is needed
Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy!

FI NANCI AL BOOKS

The financi al books for the church year at St.
31, 2017. Al | contributions received after Dece
PANCAKE SUPPER ON FEBRUARY 5

Mar k you calendars for the Annual St. Paul Lut |
Monday, Februa+7y: 0560 fpr.oom 5Fr0Oe0e wi Il offering wi.l

OFFERI NG ENVELOPES

The 2018 offering envelope boxes are completed
receive an offering envelope box and wish to ha

UNI TY SERVI CE

On Sunday, February 4, the Worship Service of
rotates through al/l thdheosgregati ara&k isgt.prétlahede d
Sheldon United Methodist Church with | eadershinp

CAMP COMMI TTEE PARENT MEETI NG

There wil/l be an informational meeting for all/l
Sunday, January 14 following worship service a
date for Camp wil!/ be discussed. Pl ease plan t
camp!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ASSEMBLE ANNUAL REPORT

Il f anyone would |i ke to assist with assembling
notify the office.




Worship Survey Compilation — November 2017

Fill out as much or as little of this survey as you would like and return it to the church office or put it in Mark
Richards’ mail box. We are not voting on any potential change or currently looking at any major changes, just
trying to make sure that our worship style fits the congregation as best we can. Thank you for your input!
Total Surveys: 62 (Paper: 44  Online: 18)

Place an “X” ANYWHERE on the lines below indicating how you would like to see Sunday morning worship
patterned.

1) Music Style

Traditional Worship Blended Modern Worship
(Hymnal, organ and piano) (mixture) (worship team, newer songs)
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

6% 13% 1% 15% 27% 11% 1% 5%

2) Worship Structure

Seasonal Worship Free Form
(consistent scripted prayers & congregational responses changed every few months) (different every week)
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
14% 16% 19% 9% 23% 5% 5% 9%

3) We currently change worship styles every month or two between traditional and modern, would you prefer to
keep it this way or move to a blended style that incorporates elements of both and is consistent from month to
month? (check one)

47% Switch back and forth 9% No Opinion 43% Blended every week

4) Should we have 20% more modern worships Sundays? 46% more traditional worship weeks? 33% ok as
is?

7) What is (are) your favorite liturgical setting(s)? (check as many as you want)

33 - LBW Setting 1 (green hymnal) 21 - Holden Evening Prayer

22 - LBW Setting 2 (green hymnal) 21 - Elevate Service (contemporary)

21 - Contemporary Service 30 - With one Voice (blue hymnal) 0 - Other



Thanks to all of you who gave your input through the W
Music committee conducted. After reviewing and proces
was developed to be more balanced between modern and t
more structured worship experience.
Wor ship, Arts & Music C
Church Counci l
2018 Tentative Worship Schedul
January|]Contemporary 4 Sundays
Februar yCont emporary 2 Sundays; LBW Traditional 2 Sunde
Mar c h LBW Traditional 4 Sundays (Lent)
Apri | Contemporary 4 SundBysgdakBW Traditional |5
Ma y El evate 4 Sundays
June With One Voice 4 Sundays
Jul vy Contemporary 4 Sund®ysdayBW Traditional 5
August LBW Traditional 4 Sundays
SeptembpEl evate 4 SundaySunldBWw Traditional 5
October|With One Voice 4 Sundays
NovembefCont emporary 4 Sundays
DecembefLBW Traditional 5 Sundays (Advent)

(over)



From Pastor Craig: As we move past the 500th anniversary of the Reformation,

what is our way forward? What is the way ahead for Lutheran Christians, our North
American Lutheran Church, and at St. Paul Lutheran in Sheldon? | am sharing a letter
from our Bishop, written for this past October, as one response to those questions.

The Need for Reform in the Church Today

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we approach the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, | am sharing with you portions of an
article | was asked to write about the need for
reform in the Church today.

While our context is different, the issues that
necessitated the Reformation are evident as the
Church continues in a state of decline, especially in
the West. | believe our pathway forward will
necessitate a return to the heart of the Reformation
and a sacrificial embracing of the nature and
authority of Scripture.

Martin Luther understood the Scriptures as the
ultimate authority for faith and for life. It is from the
Scriptures that the Church obtains its authority, as
the Scriptures bring the Church into existence and
sustain it. Luther's sense of the holiness and
transcendent nature of Scripture is as profound as
his love for it.

In his lectures on the Psalms, Luther writes, “What
pasture is to the beast, the nest for the birds, the
stream for fish, the Scriptures are for believing
souls. To the arrogant, of course, they are a
stumbling block; he will have nothing to do with
them, since they offer him nothing. But to him who
approaches the Scriptures with humility they open
themselves and themselves produce humility,
change man from a desperate sinner into a child of
God. They give everything which the soul needs,
and it is to tempt God, if anyone will not be satisfied
with the Scriptures. They are the fountain from
which one must dip. Each word of the same is a
source which affords an inexhaustible abundance
of water to everyone who thirsts after the saving
doctrine. God's will is completely contained therein,
so that we must constantly go back to them. Nothing
should be presented which is not confirmed by the
authority of both Testaments and agrees with them.
It cannot be otherwise, for the Scriptures are divine;
in them God speaks and they are his Word.”

From the Bishop

Bishop John Bradosky

In his lectures on the Psaims, Luther regards the
expressions, “God speaks,” and “the Scriptures
speak,” as convertible. To hear or to read the
Scriptures is nothing else than to hear God. They
are his sanctuary in which he is present. Therefore
we dare not despise one single word of the
Scripture for “all its words are weighed, counted
and measured.” (J. Michael Reu, Luther and the
Scriptures, pp. 5-6)

This understanding of the authoritative and
transcendent nature of the Scripture as the norm for
all matters of life and faith must again be asserted
as the foundation for reform and renewal in the
Church today. This authority must be understood to
transcend all other competing authoritative sources
in our culture.

In reflecting on the first Reformation, many
applauded Luther’s efforts in moving the Bible from
the cathedral to the kitchen table of every believer's
home. Today it must be reassembled in its totality
from the trash heaps of those who have engaged in
minimalism, deconstruction, and revisionist
techniques for minimizing its normative influence.

It must be pulled away from those who deny its
truth and power while asserting contemporary
human wisdom as more authoritative and relevant
to our needs.

This transcendent truth must find its way back into
the daily devotional life of every Christian — a guide
to every relationship, the foundation of the faith we

Continued on Page 5
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