
 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Will meet on December 14 at 9:00 a.m. -3:00  
p.m.   Little Dresses (Potluck lunch)  
    
DO-DAY  
  

Will meet on December 28 from 9:00 a.m.- 
3:00 p.m. (Potluck lunch) 
 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE 
   

  
Bible Study: Pastor Dan 
Hostess: Bring a plate of Christmas Goodies 
      for exchange. 
 
BIRTHDAY CLUB 
 

 

The 2023 sign-up sheets are in the narthex, if you wish to sign up for a special 
date. You can also call the church office to sign up.  

 

RADIO BROADCAST DATES: ($90 per Sunday) January 1, 15, 22, 29; February 5, 12, 19; 
March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; May 7, 14, 21; June 18, 25; July 2, 16, 23, 30;              
August 20, 27; October 8, 15, 22, 29; November 5, 19, 26; December 3, 10, 24, 24 (4:30 p.m.), 31. 
 

LIVE STREAM: ($5 per service.) February 5, 12, 19, 22 (4:30 & 7:00), 26; March 1, 5, 8, 12, 
15, 19, 22, 26, 29; August 6, 13, 20, 27; December 24, 24 (4:30 & 7:00 ), 31. 
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP DATES: January 1, 8, 15, 29; February 5; March 5, 12, 19, 26;      
April 2, 16, 30; May 7, 14, 21; June 4, 11, 18, 25; July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; August 13, 20, 27;            
September 3, 10, 17, 24; October 1, 8, 15, 22; November 5, 12, 26; December 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR DATES: Please see the Flower Schedule for open dates. 

Jr. High Youth Group 
 

 December 4 (4:00-9:00 p.m.) - (6th-8th Grades) Outreach Night At OLBC.  
 December 7 (5:00-7:00 p.m.) - Decorate Cookies! Caroling, Cookies and Cocoa. 
 December 14 (5:00-6:20 p.m.) - Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation Christmas Party! 
 

Sr. High Youth Group 
 

 December 7 - (7:00-8:30 p.m.) - Youth group will meet. 
 December 14 - (7:00-8:30 p.m.) - Christmas Party! 
 

 ~ NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ACTIVITIES ON DECEMBER 21 and 28! ~ 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Pop-Up Bible Study will meet according to 
their schedules. Please contact Lori Brown 
(348-2670) for meeting dates/times. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

SS Christmas Program is December 18 at 
9:00 a.m. (All students need to be here by 
8:30 a.m.) Rehearsals on December 4 and 
11 during the Sunday School time. There is 
NO SS on December 18, 25 and January 1. 
 
JAM 
 

JAM (1st-6th grades) on Wednesdays from 
5:00-6:15 p.m. We will decorate cookies 
and Christmas Carol on December 7.  JAM 
Christmas Party will be on December 14. 
NO JAM on December 21 and 28.    

Radio Broadcast on Sundays  

at 9:00 a.m. on KIWA - FM 100.7 and AM 1550 

Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org       

E-mail: pleasant@nethtc.net  

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Baker ~ (507) 402-0226 

Church Office: (712) 324-3049  



 

 

From the Pastor…       December 2022 

 
For some people, Advent is just a season focused on shopping 
and decorating for Christmas. But there is so much more to Advent than that! 
 

Some scholars believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, Advent 
was a season of preparation for the baptism of new Christians which was done at the 
feast of Epiphany in January. Epiphany is the celebration of God’s incarnation             
represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus, his baptism in the Jordan River, 
and his first miracle at Cana in Galilee. 
 

During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, 
and fasting to prepare for this celebration. So, originally, there was little connection    
between Advent and Christmas! 
 

By the 6th century, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But      
the “coming” that they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in           
Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not 
until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first      
coming at Christmas. 
 

The familiar Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister 
working at a mission for children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed 
twenty small red candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The red candles 
were lit on weekdays, and the four white candles were lit on Sundays. 
 

Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting 
life in the midst of winter and death. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and 
the eternal life He makes possible. Sometimes holly and berries are added, with their 
red color pointing ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death on the cross. Pinecones can     
symbolize the new life that Jesus brings through His resurrection. 
 

The most common Advent candle tradition, however, involves four candles. A new    
candle is lit on each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents 
something different, although traditions may vary. The four candles traditionally        
represent hope, faith, joy, and peace. While the colors may vary, often the first, second, 
and fourth candles are purple/blue, with the third candle is rose/pink colored.             
Occasionally, a fifth white candle is placed in the middle and is lit on Christmas Day to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
 

Just like churches have varied traditions around Advent and Christmas, so do families! I 
pray that you and your family and friends take time to prepare for Christ’s coming this 
holiday season. Not only for the manger, but also to remember that Jesus will come 
again one day to give us the greatest gift of all – eternal life! 
 

                                   Pastor Dan 
 



 

 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY - BRI      
 

The High school youth group will meet from 7-8:30 p.m. on Wednesdays       
throughout the school year. We have finished our series on James and have 
begun working through the book of Titus, identifying the historical context 
and timeless truth for the book. We will continue to work through the book 
of Titus through the New Year. 
 

The Middle school youth group (7th-8th grade) will meet from 5-6:20 p.m. on Wednesdays        
throughout the school year and will include a supper! We are focusing on the Confirmation    
curriculum and activities that reinforce lessons learned in Confirmation! 
 

The Middle school youth group will attend IOLBC’s Outreach Night at the Okoboji site on          
December 4. Please arrive at church at 4:00 p.m. We will return by 9:00 p.m. Those in grades 
6th-8th are welcome to attend and confirmation students are required to attend. Friends are 
welcome to attend but need to have their parent fill out a parent consent form. Please RSVP no 
later than November 30 as we need to give an accurate count to the camp. The Middle school 
youth group/confirmation will participate in Christmas Caroling on December 7 from 5-7 p.m. 
with dinner served. If needed, your student can still be picked up at 6:20 p.m. on December 7 
instead of 7:00 p.m.  
The High school youth are welcome to attend Christmas Caroling as well. High school youth 
group will meet during their typical 7-8:30 p.m. time on December 7. Both youth groups will 
have a Christmas Party on December 14 during their respective meeting times. Please bring a 
“white elephant” gag gift to share (no actual trash). I will have extras if any are forgotten. Dress 
up in your favorite Christmas sweater or gear! 
 

There will not be Youth Group/Confirmation on December 21 or 28. Merry Christmas!!       
Youth groups/confirmation will resume as usual on January 4. 
 

            - Bri Oetken, Director of Youth Ministry 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Thank you for all of your support of Sunday School this year! Sunday School 
runs from 10:15 to 11:00 a.m. We meet from 10:15-10:25 a.m. to have a large 
group opening in the youth room, have choir from 10:25-10:40 a.m., and 
have a lesson from 10:40-11:00 a.m. Christmas Program practice occurs    
during the Sunday School hour on November 20, December 4 and 11. The 
Christmas Program is December 18 during the 9:00 a.m. church service. 
 

There is no Sunday School December 18 (Christmas Program), December 25 (Christmas),        
and January 1 (New Years). 
          

        - Bri Oetken, Director of Youth Ministry 
 

JAM  
 

Hi from all of us at JAM! As we head toward the holidays, we want to share a few special          
activities we have participated in. We signed Thanksgiving/Christmas cards and made a         
reindeer craft for our St. Paul shut-ins, as well as the residents of Sanford Senior Care. These 
will be delivered soon. We are also signing cards for college students from our Congregation to 
include with care packages that will be sent to them in December. Our upcoming schedule:      
 December 7 – Caroling and Cookies; joining with the Congregation 
 December 14 – Celebrate Christmas! 
 December 21 & 28 – No JAM, Christmas break  
As I am starting to plan for JAM in the new year (2023), we could use 
more volunteers to share dessert with us. The sign-up sheet is in the     
Narthex. Thank you! And thank you for your prayers and support of 
JAM and our youth programs at St. Paul. We appreciate it all.     
                                                    
                                            - Lori Brown, JAM Director 



 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Baptism: Emma Kay Gradert, daughter of James and Chenoa Gradert. 
Confirmed: Rachel Besaw, Emma Boone, Valerie Cook, Hunter Getting, Brianna Honkomp,  
          Sophie Meyer, Bella Michels, Christian Richards, Ryder Wynja. 
 
 

YEARLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

 OCTOBER 
 Total Income                                  $  39,697.56  
 Total Expense                                     $  -14,186.82   
 Income Less Expense                          $   25,510.74 
  
 Fiscal Year Income                        $  201,253.96 
 Fiscal Year Expense                        $-223,428.68 

      $  -22,174.72 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE 
 

. 
 
 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

The Thanksgiving Eve offering will go to the general fund. The Christmas Eve offering is 
designated as follows: $650 will go to the Sheldon Area Unity Meal and the remaining will go to 
the general fund. The New Year’s Eve offering will go to the general fund.  
 
 

CHURCH OFFICES HOURS IN DECEMBER 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING FUN! 
 

Let’s Go Caroling! The Fellowship Committee is inviting everyone to come Christmas Caroling 
on Wednesday evening, December 7. We will gather at the church, get organized into groups 
with one of our song leaders, and go visit our St. Paul shut-ins and others who would enjoy a few 
Christmas songs. There is no better way to get into the Christmas spirit than to bring some joy to 
others! Come to the church by 5:45 (dress warmly)! We plan to leave the church shortly after 
6:00 to visit those on our list and sing a few songs. When we are done, we will come back to the 
church for hot chocolate, apple cider and cookies! 
 

The JAM students and Youth Groups that normally meet on Wednesdays will be invited to join 
as well, and that is why our time frame has changed a little. We hope to be totally done by 7:00, 
so that it doesn’t get too late for our kids. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Barb Sneiderman, Bri Oetken or Lori Brown. We hope 
you all will come and join in on the fun! 



 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Please join us for the Thanksgiving Eve Worship on Wednesday, November 23 at 6:30 p.m. for a 
special Thanksgiving service with Pastor Dan. There are no Youth activities on this Wednesday. 
 
 

DECORATING FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 

The WAM Committee is planning to decorate for the Christmas season on Friday, 
November 25 beginning at 5:00 p.m. All Church Members are invited to come and 
help and at 6:00 p.m. they will decorate the big Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary.  
 
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

We are looking for families, couples, or individuals to help during the Worship     
services with the lighting of the Advent Wreath candles. If you would like to be a 
part of this please sign up in the narthex for one of the available dates:               
November 27, December 4, 11.  
 

 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

The 2023 offering envelope boxes will be placed in your church mailbox in December. If you do 
not receive an offering envelope box and wish to have one, please contact the office at 324-3049. 
 
 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
 

Are you looking for a church home? We will be having New Member classes February 5, 12, and 
19 on Sundays after church for anyone interested in knowing more. We will welcome them on 
New Member Sunday, February 26. Contact the pastor or church office is you are interested or 
know anyone who might be interested in joining.  
 
 

FINANCIAL BOOKS 
 

Financial books for the church year at St. Paul will close on Saturday, December 31 before noon. 
All contributions received after December 31, will be applied to your 2023 giving. 
 
 

       St. Paul Lutheran Church Christmas Season Services: 
       ~ Sunday School Christmas Program ~ December 18 - 9:00 a.m. 
       
      ~ Sunday Service with Holy Communion ~ Christmas Day ~ December 25 - 9:00 a.m. 
                 ~ New Year Celebration Service ~ Wednesday, December 28 - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Poinsettias   
         

Poinsettias for the Christmas season will be purchased by the W.A.M. Committee. If you would like to 
contribute towards the purchase of Poinsettias, please fill out this form and drop it in the offering box 
or the church office by Sunday, December 11.                         
I/We will share a Poinsettia in memory of/in honor of: ______________________________________ 
 

 Name:____________________________________          Contribution enclosed: _________________ 



 

 

ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
 

St. Paul is helping with the Adopt-A-Family and Santa For Seniors programs 
this Christmas Season through the Upper Des Moines Opportunities. There 
will be boxes labeled for each family member in the fellowship hall. The   
deadline for ALL items to be turned into the church is no later than Sunday, December 
11. Prayerfully consider helping to make someone in need have a Merry Christmas. 
 

     Family #2 - Boy (age 9): Size: Adult S / M; Shoe Size: 5; Wish List: sweatpants,                         
            hoodies, craft items, anime toys, Fortnite items. Woman: Gift Cards. 

     Senior #8 - Female (age 67): Size: XL; Wish List: sweatshirt, lap blanket, box of food. 
 
 

ST. PAUL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 

St. Paul Christmas Program is on Sunday, December 18 (9:00 a.m. Worship): The program 
practices will be during the Sunday School hour on December 4 and 11. We are requiring one 
adult caregiver to stay during each program practice to assist with crowd control,             
transitions, and readying the costumes if at all possible. Please make sure all students are at 
the church by 8:30 a.m. on December 18. 
 
 

SHELDON FOOD BANK 
 

  
 
 

SHELDON AREA UNITY MEAL  
 

  
 
 

REVERSE ADVENT CLAENDAR 
 

St. Paul will be collecting items during the Advent Season for the Upper Des Moines Food      
Pantry. Each day add the food item listed on the calendar for that day to a box. On Christmas 
Eve, donate all the contents to St. Paul Lutheran Church and it will be delivered to Upper    
Des Moines Opportunity. Please start on November 27 (The first day of Advent). There 
will be boxes located in the narthex if you wish to bring the items to the church each week. 
 

November 27: box of cereal    December 11: package of gravy mix  

November 28: peanut butter    December 12: jar of jelly  

November 29: box of instant pudding   December 13: can of beans   

November 30: vegetable beef soup   December 14: box of crackers  

December 1: stuffing mix     December 15: package of rice  

December 2: instant potatoes    December 16: package of oatmeal  

December 3: macaroni & cheese    December 17: package of pasta  

December 4: can of fruit     December 18: spaghetti sauce  

December 5: can of tomatoes    December 19: chicken noodle soup  

December 6: can of tuna     December 20: tomato soup  

December 7: dessert mix     December 21: can of corn 

December 8: jar of applesauce    December 22:  

December 9: can of sweet potatoes   December 23: can of carrots 

December 10: cranberry sauce    December 24: can of green beans 
 



 

 

EPIC/PACT APPLICATION FORM 
 

Any high school senior or college student planning on applying for EPIC/PACT funds for the 
2021/2022 school year needs to complete and turn in this form to the church office by                
Sunday, January 29, 2023. 
 
 Name: __________________________________ 
 
 College: _________________________________   
   
  __________________________________ 

 
   

 
REV. DR. KENNETH H. ARNOLD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The “Rev. Dr. Kenneth H. Arnold Memorial Scholarship Fund” has been established by St. Paul Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Sheldon, Iowa, in deep appreciation for the ministry of Pastor Arnold at St. Paul from 
2000-2006, and in recognition of his faithful support of Lutheran colleges and seminaries. 
 

The scholarship fund monies will be invested and only the interest will be used to grant one scholarship per 
year to: 

A member of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sheldon, Iowa, who is attending, full time: 
•  Lutheran College 

•  Wittenberg Institute, Lutheran Graduate School of Theology, Everett, Washington 

•  Trinity School for Ministry, Ambridge, Pennsylvania 

•  Any Other NALC Related Seminaries 
The Church Council will review applications, choose a recipient, and determine the amount of the                
scholarship each year. Scholarship recipients may reapply each year, but the scholarship will be awarded 
first to an applicant who has not been a past recipient of this scholarship. Application: 

 

    Rev. Dr. Kenneth H. Arnold Memorial Scholarship Application Form 
 
   Name: __________________________________  
 
   College:_________________________________ 
 
    __________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

The By-Laws of the Endowment Fund Committee state that the committee may appropriate     
money for “scholarships for members of St. Paul Lutheran Church attending Lutheran educational          
institutions, including seminaries, universities, colleges, high schools, elementary schools, and    
preschools or daycare…” To this end, the committee is entertaining requests from                        
member-applicants who will be attending college or university affiliated with the Lutheran Church 
next fall. These funds could also be requested for a member-applicant attending Noah’s Ark         
Preschool. Qualified persons should also submit an application to the church office which includes 
the Lutheran school which they will attend this fall.  
Applications will be accepted until Friday, January 6, 2023.  
Scholarships cannot be used towards EPIC/PACT. Contact the church office for more information. 

For Office Use: 

Date Submitted: __________________ 

Received By: ____________________ 

Awarded Scholarship:       o   Yes     o   No 

Amount Awarded: ________________ 

For Office Use: 

Date Submitted: __________________ 

Received By: ____________________ 

Awarded Scholarship:       o   Yes     o   No 

Amount Awarded: ________________ 



 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND FORM 

The Endowment Fund Committee is accepting requests for funds to be used for worldwide          

missions and for missions in the congregation and/or surrounding community. Forms will be 

made available in the newsletter and at the back of the church, or you may contact the church 

office. These funds are not to be used for any normally budgeted operating expenses of St. Paul. 

Requests should be addressed to the Endowment Fund Committee and sent or delivered to the 

church office by Friday, January 6, 2023. 
 

Name of individual, group, or organization for which funds are being requested: 

  

 ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Requested: $____________ 

 

Date Needed: ____________ 

 

Proposed use for requested funds: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Person:      Recipient's Address:  
 

Name _______________                   
        

Phone _______________          
              
                       

 

Date Submitted:  _____________         

 

 
 
 

 


