
 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Will meet on Wednesday, December 9 
from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. - Little Dresses        
(NO Potluck Lunch) 
   

DO-DAY  
  

Will meet on Wednesday, December 16 
 

 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE 
   

Will meet on Monday, December 14 at 
2:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  
Hostess/Bible Study: TBD.   
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Sack Lunch Bible Study will meet on      
Tuesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 
12:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.   
 

Men’s Early Risers will NOT meet in       
December. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   
Activities Paused Till January 
Christmas Program: 

Sunday, December 13 - During       
9:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Students Meet At 8:00 A.M.   
     On Sunday, December 13  

- Fellowship Hall 
 
JAM - Activities Paused Till January 
  
JR. HIGH - Activities Paused Till January 
 
SR. HIGH - Activities Paused Till January 
 
9TH/10TH GRADE CONFIRMATION  

Activities Paused Till January 
 

St. Paul Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org 
Office: (712) 324-3049 

St. Paul E-mail: pleasant@nethtc.net     

 

 

Radio Broadcasts: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7, 14, 28; March 7, 14, 21, 28; April 4, 11, 

18, 25; May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; June 13, 20, 27; July 4, 11, 18, 25; August 1, 15, 22, 29; September 5, 19, 

26; October 10, 17, 24, 31; November 7, 14, 21, 28; December 5, 12, 24 (4:30), 26.   
 

Live Stream: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7, 14, 17 (4:30/7:00), 21, 24 (7:00),28; March 3 

(7:00), 7, 10 (7:00), 14, 17 (7:00), 21, 24 (7:00), 28; April 1 (4:30/7:00), 2 (7:00), 4 (7:00 AM/    

9:00 AM), 11, 18, 25; May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; June 6, 13, 20, 27; July 4, 11, 18, 25; August 1, 8, 15, 22, 

29; September 5, 12, 19, 26; October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; November 7, 14, 21, 28; December 5, 12, 19, 

24 (4:30/7:00), 26, 31 (5:30).   
 

Flowers on the Altar: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7, 14, 21, 28; March 7, 14, 21, 28; April 

4, 11, 18, 25; May 2, 9, 16, 30; June 6, 13, 20, 27; July 11, 18, 25; August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; September 

5, 19, 26; October 3, 10, 17, 24; November 7, 14, 21, 28; December 5, 12, 19, 26.   

 

  

Poinsettias   
         

Poinsettias will be purchased by the Worship, Arts, and Music Committee. If you would like to contribute towards 
the purchase of Poinsettias, please fill out this form and drop it in the offering donation box or leave it in the 
church office by Sunday, December 6. 
 

 

I/We will share a Poinsettia in memory/honor of: __________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________ Contribution Enclosed: ______________________ 



 

 

A Letter from the Pastor… 
 

 

The hours of daylight this time of year keeps 
shrinking! The darkness can be a bit             
overwhelming at times, especially as we live 
in the shadows of a pandemic. It is exciting 
to see all the Christmas lights and             
decorations going up. As the sun sets it is 
fun to go out and be surprised by people’s 
creativity and the many expressions of joy 
at Christmas.  
 

When our kids were young, we enjoyed 
driving around the town to look at homes 
with Christmas lights or even travel some 
distance to see some of the larger displays 
in parks or communities. It was a fun and 
inexpensive activity for all of us to do       
together. 
 

One year, while driving around town, we 
rounded a hill and came upon an average 
home with a yard full of decorations,         
including large blow-up figurines and lights 
sparkling brightly. It was quite a sight,      
maybe a bit overdone, even gaudy, I might 
say. All of a sudden, our daughter shouted 
out: “Wow, they must be rich!” 
 

We had more than a few chuckles from it 
that night, and even today, still fondly       
remembering her saying it. I doubt that 
household was all that rich, but they sure 
did make a great show of it that Christmas.   
 

In Matthew 2:1-2, we hear about a small, 
but significant light that guided the wise 
men (Magi, astrologers) to the birth of our 
savior, Jesus.  
 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in       
Judea, during the time of King Herod,      
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 
 

The stars, while only small specks of light in 
the night sky, are still important. They can 
help guide ships and travelers (pre-GPS). 
The constellations also help mark the           
seasons, for example, I always enjoy seeing 
Orion’s belt (three stars in a row) rise in the 
east during the fall harvest season. Planets, 
which often look like stars, travel among the 
stars, slowly, from night to night.  

Astrologers have often seen these as signs 
with meanings associated with them. For our 
Magi, the star that told them a king was born 
in Israel. Let’s go see! 
 

 It could have been a comet, a supernova, or 
conjunction of planets – we don’t know       
exactly what it was for them. The important 
thing is that they saw a sign in the heavens, a 
light, that told them something important 
happened. In our modern world, we might 
dismiss their astrology as superstition, but it 
clearly led them to the town of Bethlehem, 
where they found our king! 
 

For us, the lights of Christmas can be a guide 
or a reminder of the hope we share in our     
savior king, Jesus. In Matthew 4:16, we read: 
  

“The people living in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned.” 
 

We have an opportunity to show the light of 
Christ at Christmas. We also can experience 
that light at work in us! In 1 John 1:5-7 we 
read: 
 

This is the message we have heard from him 
and declare to you: God is light; in him there 
is no darkness at all. If we claim to have     
fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us 
from all sin. 
 

We have the opportunity to walk in the light 
of God. Rather than stumble around in the 
darkness, in the shame of our sin, we are set 
free. When we confess our sin, we are           
purified, cleaned, washed, and made new.  
 

In Christ, we become lights in the darkness. 
We begin to shine, not of our own doing, but 
Christ at work in us. Not to show off, but to 
show in – so others may know and come into 
the fellowship of believers, and be set free, 
too.  
 

Here at St. Paul Lutheran, in this Advent and 
Christmas season, we are Christ’s light in a 
dark world. Let’s be lights in the darkness, 
bringing hope and salvation!  
 
 

    Pastor Dan Baker 



 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Christmas Season Services 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program ~ December 13 during the 9:00 a.m. Worship 
Service 

Sunday Service with Holy Communion ~ December 20 at 9:00 a.m. 
Candlelight Services with Holy Communion ~ Christmas Eve  

Thursday, December 24 at 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday Service ~ December 27 at 9:00 a.m. 

~ Thursday, 

 
 
LIVE BROADCAST ON KIWA 

 
 
REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
 

St. Paul will be collecting food items during the Advent season for the food pantry at Upper     
Des Moines Opportunity. Each day add the food item listed on the calendar to a box. On     
Christmas Eve bring all food items to St. Paul Lutheran Church. All donations received will be 
delivered to Upper Des Moines Opportunity. Please start on Sunday, November 29. There is a 
table located in the narthex, if you wish to bring food items to the church each week. 
 

November 29: box of cereal   December 12: can of beans  

November 30: peanut butter   December 13: box of crackers 

December 1: stuffing mix    December 14: package of rice 

December 2: boxed potatoes   December 15: package of oatmeal 

December 3: macaroni and cheese  December 16: package of pasta 

December 4: can of fruit    December 17: spaghetti sauce 

December 5: can of tomatoes   December 18: chicken noodle soup 

December 6: can of tuna    December 19: tomato soup 

December 7: dessert mix    December 20: can of corn 

December 8: jar of applesauce   December 21: can of mixed vegetables 

December 9: can of sweet potatoes  December 22: can of carrots 

December 10: cranberry sauce   December 23: can of green beans 

December 11: jar of jelly    December 24: package of gravy mix 
 

 
ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE 
 

ALL REPORTS FOR THE ANNUAL REPORT ARE DUE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 
NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27! REPORTS RECEIVED AFTER THIS 
DATE WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR REPORT 
IN ON TIME.  
 

 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES 
 

  
 



 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Baptism: Landon Dale De Jong, son of Lance and Sara De Jong. 
Graveside Service: Francis Pulscher. 
Wedding: Vivian Gracia and Radames Rodriguez. 
  
 
YEARLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

OCTOBER  
 

Total Income                            $ 30,255.74    
Total Expense                       $  13,694.31   
Income Less Expense            $  16,561.43  
  

Fiscal Year Income                   $192,610.12 
Fiscal Year Expense                   

$   -3,725.69 
 
CONSTRUCTION LOAN (Parsonage Remodel) 
 

Loan Balance 11/19/2020         $ 85,767.84 
 
 
SHELDON AREA UNITY MEAL  
 

The Sheldon Area Unity Meal will be held on Monday, December 21 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the 
parking lot at Living Water Community Church. People will be asked to drive-thru to pick up a 
meal to take home and reheat. Please stay in your vehicle. Meals will be handed to you through 
your vehicle window or placed in the trunk of your vehicle. 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 
 

We are looking for families or individuals to help with the Lighting of the Advent Wreath        
Candles (includes small reading and prayer). If you would like to participate, please sign up for 

 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 

A simplified Sunday School Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 13 during the 
9:00 a.m. worship service. It will be a simple Nativity program set to narration and music. All 
kids are welcome to meet that morning at 8:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. At that time, we will 
assign characters, put on costumes, and help direct them in shaping the Nativity scene. 
 
 
SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

The Christmas Eve offering is designated as follows: half of the offering will go to the general 
fund; second half of the offering, of which, $500 will go to St. Paul’s fund to serve a meal at the 
Sheldon Area Unity Meal and the balance will go to the Camp Committee fund for camp         
scholarships. The New Year’s Eve offering will go to the general fund.  
 
 

 

The church offices at St. Paul will be CLOSED on Friday, December 25 and Friday, January 1, 
2021.            



 

 

FINANCIAL BOOKS 
 

Financial books for the church year at St. Paul will close on Thursday, December 31. All       
contributions received after December 31 will be applied to your 2021 giving. 
 
 
SHELDON FOOD PANTRY 
 

The Sheldon Food Pantry will be a drive-thru on Monday, December 7 from 4:30-6:00 p.m. in 
the parking lot at Living Water Community Church. Please stay in your vehicle. A box of food 
will be placed in the trunk of your vehicle. Those in need of assistance can receive a box of free 
food for their family.  
 
 
TOUCH OF HOPE HAITI 
 

St. Paul has an ongoing mission started by our youth to support Lensley Raymond from 
Simonette, Haiti. This sponsorship helps with his school expenses each year. If you would like 
to make a donation towards Lensley’s school tuition through your offering, there is a           
dedicated fund set up (Touch of Hope Haiti).  
 
 
COVID RECOVERY IOWA 
 

COVID Recovery Iowa’s outreach program is for all Iowans affected by COVID-19. They help 
Iowans build coping skills and resilience. Through telephone or computer outreach, they offer 
FREE counseling, secure virtual meetings, referrals, and education. The outreach program 
helps in all areas including workforce, agriculture, mental health, coping strategies, children 
and families, older adults, developmental disabilities, and military families just to name a few.  
There are stress-reducing programs being offered for caregivers, teachers, and providers. To 
schedule this, please e-mail Mandy at mandy.gesme@pathwaysb.org.  
 

The following are the COVID Recovery Iowa links and phone numbers: 
 

 Website: https://covidrecoveryiowa.org/ 
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/covidrecoveryIowa/  
 Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/covidrecoveryiowa/ 
 Twitter: https://www.inagram.com/cividrecoveryiowa/ 
 Covid Recovery Iowa Concern Hotline: 800-447-1985 
 Iowa Warm Line: 844-775-9276 

 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
FOR OUR ADOPT-A-FAMILY AND SANTA FOR SENIORS!  

 

St. Paul is helping with Adopt-A-Family and Santa for Seniors. Boxes are labeled for the family (each member) 

and seniors and are located in the narthex. ALL items need to be at the church by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6.     

Prayerfully consider helping to make someone in need have a Merry Christmas. 

 

Family #16:  

 Female (age 1): shirt and pant size - 24 months; Wish List - size 6 diapers, wipes, hats, gloves, pajamas, 

toys.  

 Male (age 5): pant size - 6, shirt size - 8; Wish List - jeans, socks, underwear, pajamas, sweatpants, puzzles, 

hunting figurine toys.  

Male (age 12): pant size - 34/30, shirt size - XL; Wish List - 34/30 pants, socks, underwear, t-shirts, hats, 

gloves, Legos. 
 

Santa for Seniors #6 - Female (age 68): Wish List - paper products, household needs. 
 

Santa for Seniors #19 - Female (age 79): Wish List - L sweatpants, blankets. 



 

 

EPIC/PACT APPLICATION FORM 

Any high school senior or college student planning on applying for EPIC/PACT funds for the 

2021/2022 school year needs to complete and turn in this form to the church office by Sunday,    

January 24, 2021. 

 

Name: __________________________________ 

College: _________________________________   

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 
REV. DR. KENNETH H. ARNOLD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The “Rev. Dr. Kenneth H. Arnold Memorial Scholarship Fund” has been established by St. Paul      

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sheldon, Iowa, in deep appreciation for the ministry of Pastor Arnold at 

St. Paul from 2000-2006, and in recognition of his faithful support of Lutheran colleges and           

seminaries. 
 

The scholarship fund monies will be invested and only the interest will be used to grant one              

scholarship per year to: 

A member of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sheldon, Iowa, who is attending, full time: 

•  Lutheran College 

•  Wittenberg Institute, Lutheran Graduate School of Theology, Everett, Washington 

•  Trinity School for Ministry, Ambridge, Pennsylvania 

•  Any Other NALC Related Seminaries 
 

The Church Council will review applications, choose a recipient, and determine the amount of the                

scholarship each year. Scholarship recipients may reapply each year, but the scholarship will be 

awarded first to an applicant who has not been a past recipient of this scholarship. Application: 
 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth H. Arnold Memorial Scholarship Application Form 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________  

 

College: ___________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS 

The By-Laws of the Endowment Fund Committee state that the committee may appropriate money for 

“scholarships for members of St. Paul Lutheran Church attending Lutheran educational institutions,          

including seminaries, universities, colleges, high schools, elementary schools, and preschools or       

daycare…” To this end, the committee is entertaining requests from member-applicants who will be 

attending college or university affiliated with the Lutheran Church next fall. These funds could also be 

requested for a member-applicant attending Noah’s Ark Preschool. Qualified persons should also     

submit an application to the church office which includes the Lutheran school which they will attend 

this fall. Applications will be accepted until Monday, January 4, 2021. Scholarships cannot  be 

used towards EPIC/PACT. Contact the church office for more information. 

For Office Use: 

Date Submitted: __________________ 

Received By: ____________________ 

Awarded Scholarship:         Yes        No 

Amount Awarded: ________________ 

For Office Use: 

Date Submitted: __________________ 

Received By: ____________________ 

Awarded Scholarship:         Yes        No 

Amount Awarded: ________________ 



 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND REQUEST FORM 
 
The Endowment Fund Committee is accepting requests for funds to be used for worldwide          

missions and for missions in the congregation and/or surrounding community. Forms will be 

made available in the newsletter and at the back of the church, or you may contact the church 

office. These funds are not to be used for any normally budgeted operating expenses of          

St. Paul. Requests should be addressed to the Endowment Fund Committee and sent or           

delivered to the church office by Monday, January 4, 2021. 
 

 ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Requested: $____________ 

 

Date Needed: ____________ 

 

Proposed Use for Requested Funds: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Person:      Recipient's Address:  

 

Name: _______________                  
         

Phone: _______________         
             
                       

 

Date Submitted:  _____________         


