
 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Will NOT meet in August.  
    
DO-DAY  
  

Will meet on August 24 from 9:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. 
 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE 
   

Will meet on Monday, August 8 at     
2:30 p.m. (Lounge)   
Bible Study: Karina B.   Hostess: Lisa VB.  
 
BIRTHDAY CLUB 
 

Will meet on Thursday, August 18 at 
10:00 a.m. (Fellowship Hall) 
 

 

The 2022 sign-up sheets for Radio Broadcasts, Flowers on the Altar, and Coffee Fellowship are in 
the narthex, if you wish to sign up for a special date. You can also call the church office to sign up.  

 

RADIO BROADCAST DATES: September 4, 18; October 23, 30; November 6, 27. 
(Radio Broadcast is $80 per Sunday.)   
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR DATES: August 21, 28; September 4, 18; October 2, 9, 16, 
23; November 6, 13, 20, 27; December 11, 18, 25. 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP DATES:  

Jr. High Youth Group 
 

 August 13 (10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.) - Mini Golf/Lunch/Swimming at IOLBC - Okoboji.  
 August 17  (7:00 p.m.) - Information Meeting for Jr. High Youth and Parents. 
 

Sr. High Youth Group 
 

 August 5 (7:00-10:30 p.m.) - Camp Out at the Church. 
 August 14 (7:00-8:30 p.m.) - Sr. High Youth group meet. 
 August 24 & 31 (7:00-8:30 p.m.) - Sr. High Youth group meet. 
 ~ NO Sr. High Youth Group on August 7 & 21 ~ 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Pop Up Bible Study will meet according to 
their schedules. Please contact Lori Brown 
(348-2670) for meeting dates/times. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Rally Sunday is Sunday, September 11.  SS 
time will be from 10:15-11:00 a.m. We are 
looking for SS teachers, if you are able to 
volunteer as a regular or a substitute please 
contact Bri Oetken. 
 
JAM 
 

We will kick-off the JAM (1st-6th grades) on 
Wednesday, September 7 from 5:00-6:20 
p.m.  A meal will be served. 

Radio Broadcast on Sundays  

at 9:00 a.m. on KIWA - FM 100.7 and AM 1550 

Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org       

E-mail: pleasant@nethtc.net  

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Baker ~ (507) 402-0226 

Church Office: (712) 324-3049  



 

 

From the Pastor…        August 2022  
 

 

As you receive this newsletter, I should be leaving or on my way to Ghana, 

Africa! I’m visiting an old friend, Thomas Oduro, the president of the Good News Theological College 

and Seminary the capital city of Accra. The school was founded in 1971 with help from western          

missionaries and the African Independent Churches (AIC).  

 

I met Thomas when I was in seminary – brought him to visit our family farm, had him speak over the 

years at churches I’ve served in, and hosted his family for many holidays or fun weekends. He’s a         

distinguished Christian leader in Africa! 

 

Thomas has invited me to Ghana many times, but I always said – someday! I’m finally going to see him, 

an answer to prayer. While in Ghana, I will be staying in the Lutheran Guest House on campus. I will be 

meeting the faculty and staff of the seminary as well as seeing some of Thomas’ family, including his 

wife, Jemima. I will be bringing greetings to them from all of you at St. Paul Lutheran Church, including a 

special gift of a pastor’s stole from the church. 

 

Thomas sent me a tentative itinerary while I’m there – feel free to Google some of 

the sights I may see: like the Cape Coast Castle (where the transatlantic slave 

trade led to Africans put on ships and sent around the world, including the USA), 

the Monkey Village at Shai Hills, Aburi Gardens, and Akuapem Hills. I will be        

experiencing authentic African worship services at several churches and see some 

of the projects they are working on. I will even be sitting in on a couple seminary 

classes – Philosophy of Religion and Theologizing in the Mother Tongue!   

 

Here are some fun facts about Ghana: 
 

1. Ghana means “warrior King.” The capital city is Accra. 

2. Over 50 languages are spoken there, with English as the official language. 

3. 24 million people live there (Iowa has 3.15 million people). 

4. The former leader of the United Nations - Kofi Annan - was from Ghana. 

5. Ghana has 92,098 miles2 (Iowa has 55,857 miles2). The nation is about twice the size of Iowa. 

6. The climate is tropical, and it’s the rainy season right now. It never snows there! 

7. The temperature ranges between 74 – 88 degrees F, with humidity 77– 85%; very hot and humid! 

8. It is one of the fastest growing economies in Africa, no longer considered a 3rd world country. 

9. Top national resources include timber, gold, diamonds, bauxite, manganese, and oil. 

10. Crops includes cassava, yam, plantain, palm oil, corn, taro, cocoa, rice, oranges, and pineapples. 

 

I’ll be flying out Sunday night, July 24, and gone for a week. Pray my travels go smoothly and I return 

safely – ready to share with you some of my adventures!  

 

         Pastor Dan 



 

 

Summer Financial Update: 
 

Water Softener – is installed and fully paid for! Your gifts helped us invest $8,375.00 

to complete this project. This will help our fixtures last longer and greatly improve 

the quality of our water. 

 

Replace Sound System – We are planning on installing a new digital 32 channel board to replace the 

current one that has broken channels and is past it’s life expectancy. The sound 

board is used for worship, feeds the radio and livestream signals. We currently have 

$1,900.00 toward the $7,247.49 needed. The parts are ordered and we’re hoping to 

have it installed in August or September. We are still taking donations for this         

project. You can designate your gift to the “sanctuary video/audio” fund.  

 

Insurance Claims – We had two insurance claim events on May 12. The first was a power surge from 

a line falling on ours causing damage to the main circuit panel in the house, the A/C unit, clothes    

dryer, and some power strips. The repairs were just under $5,000. The second event was from the 

derecho storm, with a tree falling on the garage with some damage to the roof, gutter, and fence. 

These repair expenses were also just under $5,000. Unfortunately, each of these events had a         

separate $5,000 deductible, so we did not collect any insurance on either claim, but are paying for   

the repairs out of pocket.  

 

2022 Budget – We are currently $25,473.43 behind budget. That sounds like a big 

number, and it is! To help unpack what it means, it is good to know that we normally 

take the full year budget and divide by 12 to get a monthly budget. Church offerings 

and expenses fluctuate during the year, with a larger portion of our offerings coming 

in at the end of the year.  

 

Summer is often a time we run behind, with lower attendance and offering numbers, but we still 

have regular expenses (salaries, utilities, etc.). Typically, in the summer, we run about                

$15,000 - $20,000 behind in our budget. This year we are about $5,000-10,000 behind normal. 

 

How did we get here? Compared to last year at the end of June, we have received $8,583 less in our 

offerings, and have $11,670.00 more in expenses. That is a real concern for us. Thankfully, we built 

up a cushion from the last two years where we received PPP (pandemic) funds and had some savings 

in staffing, which has enabled us to keep paying our bills. But we don’t want to continue falling       

behind and end up short at the end of the year. 

 

As we go into the fall and winter, we expect the offerings to pick up again, but we will need your help 

to make sure we finish the year strong. We will continue to keep you updated throughout the fall and 

at the end of the year, so we can work together to accomplish the vital ministry God has called us to 

here in Sheldon and around the world.  

 

        Dan Baker, Pastor 

        Mike Vander Berg, Council President 



 

 

Confirmation Class Update  
 

Confirmation Class of 2022:  

Students that have completing their confirmation studies and would 

like to affirm their faith through the rite of Confirmation, will have that 

opportunity on Reformation Sunday, October 30 at 9:00 a.m. 
  

Currently, those students are: Valerie Cook, Hunter Getting, Brianna 

Honkomp, CJ Richards, Ryder Wynja, Emma Boone, Rachel Besaw,     

Sophie Meyer, and Bella Michels. 
 

To prepare for confirmation Sunday, we will meet on Sunday mornings following worship on October 

2, 9, 16, and 23. We will choose our Bible verses, write Faith Statements, try on robes, and rehearse.  
 

Parents need to come with their student for the first class on Sunday, October 2, at 10:15 a.m., to 

help plan ahead for Confirmation Sunday and answer any questions you may have.  
 

This class will also take part in regular Wednesday Sr. High Youth Programs starting August 24, with 

Worship at 6:30 p.m. and Youth Group at 7:00 p.m. 
 

We are also asking our 9th graders to continue helping acolyte this year to help fill in the spots. 
 

Confirmation Class of 2023-2024/Jr. High Youth Group: 

Starting this fall, our 7-8th graders will be taking part in our Confirmation program. We’ve been   

steadily moving the confirmation age back down to 7th and 8th grades, with Confirmation Sunday    

taking place in the fall of their 9th grade year for those who desire to be confirmed.  

Currently those students are: Hunter Boone, Alexis Dykstra, Jayden Hegenbarth, Kamrynn Visser, 

Tamsyn Matus, John Wolf, Ayden Miller, Levi Lang, Jak Behrens, Jaxon Hegenbarth, Evan Wynja, and 

Talan Zearing.  
 

Pastor Dan and Bri Oetken will be teaching Confirmation starting on Wednesday September 7 from 

5:00-6:20 p.m., during the normal Jr. High Youth Group time, with supper included. We will have a 

weekly rotation of learning, fellowship, and servant events to help to them grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God. This year, the teaching will focus on the Small Catechism (10 Commandments, 

Creeds, Lord’s Prayer, Sacraments), and next year we will cover the Old and New Testament. We do 

have some students that come on Wednesdays that are not members, which is wonderful! They will 

have the opportunity to be confirmed if they so desire. 
 

We will also take the confirmation class to a few select monthly “Outreach Nights” at Ingham 

Okoboji on Sunday nights. We did this last year and had a wonderful time. The camp counselors lead 

them in worship, teach a powerful lesson, feed them pizza, and have them play exciting games with 

other churches like kickball, winter games, gargoyles, and capture the flag.  
 

A full schedule will be given out at our fall parent-student orientation meeting on Wednesday,      

August 31 at 7:00 p.m. A letter will be sent out to all families on our mailing list. Others are welcome! 



 

 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY - BRI      
 

I hope everyone’s summers have been full of fun, relaxation, 
and reflecting on God’s creation so far!  
 

Senior High (completed 8th grade through 12th grade) Youth 
Group will finish the summer youth groups on Sunday, August 
14, from 7-8:30 p.m. Senior High will switch to Wednesday 
Night Youth Group on Wednesday, August 24 from 7-8:30 p.m. 
and will begin meeting regularly on Wednesdays at that point. 
There will not be Senior High Youth Group on Sundays, August 7 or 21.  
Unfortunately, a date did not work out for an extended camping trip for Senior High. Instead, 
Senior High students are invited to have a “camp out” at the church on Friday, August 5 from 
7:00 - 10:30 p.m. We will have a camp out style evening complete with water games but will not 
be spending the night at church. 
 

Junior High Youth Group will begin on Wednesday, September 7 and will go from                    
5:00-6:20 p.m. with supper included.  
Junior High students are invited to go mini golfing at Arnold’s Park on Saturday, August 13. 
Please meet at church at 10:00 a.m. We will mini golf, have lunch in Arnold’s Park, and swim at 
Ingham Okoboji at the Okoboji location. We will be back to church by 4:00 p.m. Please RSVP 
for this by August 5.  
 

On August 17, we will have a combined Junior and Senior High informational meeting at 7:00 
p.m. in the church lounge. At this time we will hand out information for the Sub Sandwich      
fundraiser and give information on upcoming events and sign permission slips. If you have 
any Junior or Senior High aged youth, please plan on attending this meeting. 
 
             Bri Oetken, Director of Youth Ministry 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

We are looking forward to kicking off Sunday School on Rally Sunday,      
September, 11. The Sunday School hour will be from 10:15 - 11:00 a.m. this 
year. We are in need of Sunday School teachers for this year. If you are able 
to volunteer to be a substitute teacher or a more regular teacher, please let 
me know.  

 
             Bri Oetken, Director of Youth Ministry 
 
 

JAM  
 

We are in the process of making plans for this fall, recruiting our volunteers and looking forward 
to seeing you all again!  
 

JAM will start Wednesday, September 7, with a special kick-off event. We will again meet each 
Wednesday from 5:00-6:20 p.m., and include a brief gathering time, lesson and supper. This 
will be for kids in 1st-6th grades. 
 

As many of you know, we have been considering making some changes to our program, but this 
has been tabled for a bit at this time; so starting this fall, JAM will continue as it has in the 
past.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks.  
 
                            Lori Brown, JAM Director 



 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Death: Janet Pekelder. 
 
 

YEARLY FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

 JUNE 
 Total Income                  $      15,372.92 
 Total Expense                     $     -30,901.78   
 Income Less Expense          $     -15,528.86 
  
 Fiscal Year Income                 $     110,050.65 
 Fiscal Year Expense                 $   -135,524.08 
 Fiscal Year Income Less Expense   $   -25,473.43 
 
  

HIRING A LEAD CUSTODIAN 
 

 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

We are currently updating the Prayer Chains. If you would like to be added or removed to the 
list, please contact the church office by Sunday, September 4. A copy of the new Prayer Chain list 
will be put into church mailboxes by the end of September. 
 
 

QUILT AUCTION WEEKEND 
 

Mark your calendars and make your plans to join the IOLBC Quilt Auction 
Weekend August 5-6, 2022! A great weekend packed with events: Friday,      
August 5: Quilt Preview - 3-7 p.m.; Scandinavian Feast - 5:30-7:30 p.m.; 
Glenn Henriksen Concert - 7:00 p.m. Saturday, August 6: 5K Fun Run - 8:00 
a.m.; Quilt Preview - 9-11:30 a.m.; Lunch - 11-12:30 p.m.; Live Quilt Auction 
begins at 12:00 Noon.    
 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL BAGS  
 

A table is in the narthex for the mission project school supplies: 21/2 in. Eraser, 70-80 Sheet 
Notebooks, Ruler (in. - one side / cm - other side), Pencil Sharpener, Blunt Scissors, No. 2    
Pencils (unsharpened), Ballpoint Pens (black or blue - not gel ink), Crayon Box (16 or 24 count).  
 
 

SHELDON FOOD BANK 
 

The Sheldon Mobile Food Bank will be on Monday, August 1, from 4:30-6:00 p.m. at the       
Sheldon Living Water Community Church. Please bring your own box to pick up the free food.  
 
 

SHELDON AREA UNITY MEAL  
 

The Sheldon Area Unity Meal will be held on Monday, August 15 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the        
Living Water Community Church. Come for a free meal. Free groceries are available to take 
home with you following the meal.  


