
Communion Song   “Lamb of God”                                                
 

Distribution Song             “Jesus Messiah” 

 
P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord      
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep us in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn   “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”  
  

*Benediction and Dismissal 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

SERVING ST. PAUL ASH WEDNESDAY - 4:30: Pastor: Rev. Daniel Baker Accompanist: Angie 
Johnson Acolyte: Jayden Hegenbarth Lector: Lowell Appleton Sound Tech: Craig Vander Linden 
PowerPoint Tech: Karen Appleton Video Tech: Jeanne Lichty Ushers: Lowell Appleton, David 
Harris Communion Set-up: Brenda Tremmel, Kris Vander Linden Communion Servers: Jake   
Jacobsma, Mike Vander Berg, Darrell Sneiderman 
 

SERVING ST. PAUL ASH WEDNESDAY - 7:00: Pastor: Rev. Daniel Baker Accompanist: Angie 
Johnson Acolyte: Tamsyn Matus Lector: Ed Stephens Sound Tech: Joe Tokheim PowerPoint 
Tech: Scott Lichty Video Tech: Juanita Rodger Ushers: Wayne Woelber, Dan Matus Communion 
Set-up: Brenda Tremmel, Kris Vander Linden Communion Servers: Ed Stephens, Shanelle Matus, 
Gail Pike Receipt Recorders: Shanelle Matus, Tami Roetman 
 

SERVING ST. PAUL LENTEN WORSHIP, FEBRUARY 24 - 7:00: Pastor: Rev. Daniel Baker      
Accompanist: Angie Johnson Acolyte: Kamrynn Visser Lector: Jacob Besaw Sound Tech: Larry 
Schnider PowerPoint Tech: Rae Lynn Schnider Video Tech: Jeanne Lichty Ushers: Thad Dykstra, 
Adam Besaw  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Cynthia Vanden Berg, Kristi Hegenbarth, John, Jacinda, and Braelynn 
Tracy, Judy Dummett, Kevin Roth, Arlyn Holtrop, Scott Stallmann, Mandi Rodger, Carol 
Luepke, Jan Moore (daughter of Lillian Green), and Leslie Vanden Berg (brother of Lyle        
Vanden Berg). 

Ash Wednesday Worship Services 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
February 17, 2021 
4:30 & 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

The service for Ash Wednesday leads us into the penitential season of Lent -- a 

season marked by stripping away the non-essential and the unimportant, by     

listening in quietness to the groaning of all creation as it writhes in sinfulness, by 

reflecting on our own sinfulness and on God's gift of forgiveness which comes 

through his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

We begin the season and this liturgy with a       

powerful Act of Confession, greatly expanded     

over our usual briefer confessions: a penitential 

Psalm, an exhortation to keep the Discipline of    

ing 

of our collective and individual wrong-doings, 

and the silence of self-examination and renewal. 

our weaknesses and failings. 

 

At this point in most acts of confession, we receive the absolution of forgiveness.       

Instead, tonight we hear the words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust 

you shall return,” and we are so marked with the dust of ashes. 

 

The non-essential is stripped away. The unimportant is removed. In this act, we     

finally confess that all our finery, our clothing, our possessions, our abilities -- all 

that we think that makes us who we are -- is not at all who we are. We are only 

dust, and we stand as like beings before the Lord. 

 

The whole season of Lent is one of repentance. And yet God would not leave us 

without an encouraging word: “The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ does not     

desire the death of sinners....” We ask for the guidance of the Holy Spirit for true 

repentance. 

 



P: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have         
infected our lives, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 
confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is 
in us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 
cruelty, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who 
come after us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 

*Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes         
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

*The Words of Institution 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Distribution                         
Those who wish to receive ashes are invited to come forward down the center 
aisle, receive them on your forehead or on the top of your hand, then continue     
forward to receive communion before returning to your seat.  
 

                  “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

*Psalm 51 (see insert)   
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust 
the breath of life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our 
prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with 
confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.                           
 

First Lesson: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  
(L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.) 
 

Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
(L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.) 

 

*Verse                        “Return to the Lord”      
                                     

*Gospel Lesson: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
(P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.)  

                            
Sermon                              “Repentance: Dust in the Wind” 

      Period of Silence for Reflection 
 

*Hymn of the Day      “The Old Rugged Cross”              
 

*Prayers of the People  
(P: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.) 

 

Offering (Offerings may be placed in the offering donation boxes at the back of the sanctuary.) 
 

Offertory Hymn    “You Are My King”  
                                                                                                                 

*Invitation to Lent and Confession  
P: Friends in Christ… 
     … Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P: Most holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company 

of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our 
own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. 

 

P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as 
we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 



Litany - Psalm 51 
P: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving kindness; 
C: in your great compassion blot out my offenses.   
P: Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
C: and cleanse me from my sin.   
P: For I know my transgressions, 
C: and my sin is ever before me.   
P: Against you only have I sinned 
C: and done what is evil in your sight. 
P: And so you are justified when you speak 
C: and upright in your judgement.  
P: Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, 
C: a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
P: For behold, you look for truth deep within me, 
C: and will make me understand wisdom secretly.   
P: Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; 
C: wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
P: Make me hear of joy and gladness, 
C: that the body you have broken may rejoice.   
P: Hide your face from my sins 
C: and blot out all my iniquities. 
P: Create in me a clean heart, O God 
C: and renew a right spirit within me.    
P: Cast me not away from your presence, 
C: and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  
P: Give me joy of your saving help again, 
C: and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
P: Open my lips, O Lord, 
C: and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
P: Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, 
C: but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
P: I shall teach your ways to the wicked, 
C: and sinners shall return to you. 
P: Deliver me from death, O God,  
C: and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of my salvation. 
P: The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
C: a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
P: be favorable and gracious to Zion, 
C: and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
P: Then you will be pleased with the appointed sacrifices, with burnt-offerings and oblations; 
C: then shall they offer young bullocks upon your altar. 

The St. Paul Lenten Worship Services will begin next Wednesday, February 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Ash Wednesday and Wednesday Lenten offerings will go to the general fund.    
 

Fifth grade students are invited to participate in First Communion classes. Classes will be held on 
Wednesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 at 5:00 p.m. in the lounge with Pastor Dan Baker. First     
Communion will be held on Maundy Thursday, April 1, either at the 4:30 p.m. or the 7:00 p.m.     
service. 
 

St Paul Lutheran will be serving the Sheldon Area Unity Meal on March 15. Volunteers are 
needed. Look for a sign-up sheet in the narthex soon. If you have any questions, call JoAnn        
Den Beste at 324-3659. 

 
 

February 17     4:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.    Ash Wednesday Services/HC 
February 24     7:00 p.m.   Lenten Service 
March 3, 10, 17, 24    7:00 p.m.   Lenten Services 
March 28     9:00 a.m.   Palm Sunday Service/HC 
April 1      4:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Services/HC/ 
            First Communion 
April 2      7:00 p.m.   Good Friday Service 
April 4      7:00 a.m.    Easter Sunrise Service/HC 
April 4      9:00 a.m.   Easter Service/HC 
 

In the Lenten season, the Sunday School will be focusing on Mission!! We would like to invite the                       
Congregation to join us in this Mission project - we can do great things together! The Sunday 
School students will receive money banks to put coins into each week during Lent. The money they 
collect will support Lensley Raymond, a child in Haiti, to attend school for one year. The total cost of 
this is $420 a year. A collection jar will be at the back of the sanctuary each Sunday for any          
donations. 
 

Are you interested in becoming a member of St. Paul Lutheran? Or do you know someone who 
might be? We will be having an introductory class on March 14 following worship (10-12:00) where 
you will have an opportunity to hear about the church, meet other potential new members, and have 
lunch together (12-1:00). We will welcome new members during worship on Sunday, March 21. 
 

Lunch In Lent, sponsored by the Sheldon Ministerial Association, will not be held this year. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in support of our critical mission and ministry     
during the pandemic. There are several ways to give: (If you need help, call Tami at 324-3049.) 

·  By checks in the offering donation boxes or given to the church office. 
·  Online stpaulsheldon.org in the GIVE menu, MAKE A DONATION. 
·  Electronic funds transfer (EFT) with your bank. 

http://www.stpaulsheldon.org/give


“Lamb of God” 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

“Lamb of God” © Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SBL08500. 

 

“Jesus Messiah” 
He became sin who knew no sin, that we might become His righteousness; 

He humbled Himself and carried the cross. Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
Jesus Messiah, Name above all names; Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 

The rescue for sinners, the Ransom from heaven; Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 

His body the bread, His blood the wine, broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. Love so amazing, love so amazing. 

Jesus Messiah, Name above all names; Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
The rescue for sinners, the Ransom from heaven; Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 

 

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; All the glory to You, God, the Light of the world. 
Jesus Messiah, Name above all names; Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 

The rescue for sinners, the Ransom from heaven; Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 

CCLI Song # 5183443 Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves © 2008 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights                 
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 386194 

 

“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 
My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine: 

Now hear me while I pray, Take all my guilt away, O let me from this day Be wholly Thine! 
 

May Thy rich grace impart, Strength to my fainting heart, My zeal inspire; 
As Thou has died for me, O may my love to Thee, Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire! 

 

While life’s dark maze I tread, And griefs around me spread, Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow’s tears away, Nor let me ever stray From Thee aside. 

 

When end life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream Shall o’er me roll, 
Blest Savior, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove; O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul! 

 

CCLI Song # 43334 Lowell Mason | Ray Palmer © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License           
# 386194 

 

“Return to the Lord” 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

“Return to the Lord” © Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SBL08500.  

 

“The Old Rugged Cross” 
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best For a world of lost sinners was slain. 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown. 
 

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, Has a wondrous attraction for me; 
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above To bear it to dark Calvary. 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, A wondrous beauty I see; 
For ‘twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died To pardon and sanctify me. 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, It’s shame and reproach gladly bear; 
Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, Where His glory forever I’ll share. 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

CCLI Song # 19722 George Bennard © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 386194 

 

“You Are My King” 
I’m forgiven because You were forsaken. I’m accepted; You were condemned. 
I’m alive and well, Your Spirit is within me because You died and rose again. 

I’m forgiven because You were forsaken. I’m accepted; You were condemned. 
I’m alive and well, Your Spirit is within me because You died and rose again. 

 

Amazing love, how can it be that You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it’s true; it’s my joy to honor You.   

Amazing love, how can it be that You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it’s true; it’s my joy to honor You. In all I do I honor You. 

 

You are my King, You are my King, Jesus, You are my King, Jesus, You are my King. 
 

I’m forgiven because You were forsaken. I’m accepted; You were condemned. 
I’m alive and well, Your Spirit is within me because You died and rose again. 

 

Amazing love, how can it be that You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it’s true; it’s my joy to honor You. In all I do I honor You. 

 

CCLI Song # 2456623 Billy J. Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 386194 
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