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What’s Going on at Calvary 
There are many groups that meet at Calvary. Please check 
with the church office before scheduling an event or activity. 
 

Wednesday, December 19 
7pm—Wednesday Night Advent Bible Study in Harris Hall 

Thursday, December 20 
11:30am—Third Thursday Lunch in Harris Hall with a program 

by the Preschool Singers 
8pm—Chancel Choir rehearsal in Memorial Hall 

Sunday, December 23 
8:30am—Worship with Holy Communion 
9:30am—Children’s Choir rehearsal in Memorial Hall 
 —Live Animals on the Lawn 
9:45am—Learning for All Ages 
 —Music Makers in Skidmore 
11am—Worship 
12:15pm—Coffee Hour 

Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24 
11am—Preschool Christmas Eve Worship 
5pm—Family Christmas Eve Worship  
8pm—Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Worship 

Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25 
Church Office Closed 

Wednesday, December 26—Friday, December 28 
Office Open 10am—2pm (special holiday hours) 

Thursday, December 27 
7:30pm—Young Adult Christmas Gathering 

Monday, December 31 
Office Open 10am—2pm (special holiday hours) 

New Year’s Day, Tuesday, January 1, 2019 
Church Office Closed 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
December 19 at 7pm 
 Come Wednesday evening, December 19 at 7pm for the 
final Study for Advent this year. We have been learning 
about and from the unspoken father of Jesus. This study is 
led by Pastor Connor, so, if you have any questions, please e-
mail pastor.connor@calmeth.org. 

Third Thursday Lunch 
 Come hear the Preschool Singers and enjoy a delicious 
lunch with good friends and your church family on Thursday, 
December 20 at 11:30am. Cost $5. No RSVP required. 

Young Adult Christmas Gathering 
Come Thursday, December 27 at 7:30pm! 

DATE CHANGE—Thursday, December 27 at 7:30pm. 
 Gather with a can of food (to be donated to AFAC—
Arlington Food Assistance Center), fun, and fellowship. Bring 
a friend or two to share a great time. For questions or more 
information please contact Pastor Connor at 
pastor.connor@calmeth.org.  

Live Animals on December 23 
Remember When Pastor Matthew Kissed a Camel? 
 The animals will be 
back again this year. Come 
Sunday, December 23 from 
9:30am to 12:30pm. They 
will be on the lawn at the 
corner of 23rd and South 
Grant Street, and there will 
be cookies and beverages 
too.  
 Don’t forget worship at 8:30am ant 11am too.  

Christmas Greeters and Ushers 
 Greeters and Ushers make the worship experience at 
Calvary comfortable and safe. They provide direction to 
newcomers (like where’s the restroom?) and monitor the 
doors and spaces where we worship. They provide a smile 
and welcome to everyone who comes. Consider volunteering 
for our Christmas season as an usher or greeter. Extra folks 
are necessary December 23 (during the Live Nativity) and 
December 24 (Christmas eve) at 11am, 5pm, and 8pm. E-mail 
Beth for more information. 

Christmas Treats/Snacks Needed 
 United Methodists LOVE to snack. It’s part of our DNA, 
and snacking is part of our times together this Christmas 
season. If you’d like to help provide snacks to those who are 
visiting our church this holiday, please contact Margaret 
Taylor at trhino@acninc.net. Extra help is essential with the 
Live Nativity Sunday, December 23 (hot cocoa and cookies on 
the lawn) and Christmas Eve services. 

Holiday Office Hours 
 On Monday, December 24, the church office will be open 
from 9am to 4pm (regular hours) For the week following 
Christmas (Wednesday, December 26 through Friday, 
December 28) and New Year’s Eve, the church office will be 
open from 10am to 2pm.  



Thanks for the New Wall 

 Bright Construction has taken care of a few things around 
the church including—demolition of the leaning garage near 
the preschool, removal of the damaged ramp outside the 
sanctuary on 23rd, and (pictured) replacement of a wall next 
to the parking lot that was also damaged. What a great job! 

End-of-Year Giving at Calvary 
 Many choose to make a contribution at the end of the 
year, and there are two opportunities to give beyond your 
regular tithe. 

Christmas Offering 2018 
 This year the first $2000 of our Christmas offering will go 
to support homeless ministries in Arlington through A-SPAN 
(Arlington Street People’s Assistance Network) and the 
Central UMC meal ministry. 

One Way You Can Give to Calvary 
 If you have been thinking about making a gift of stock you 
can do so and: 
a. avoid all broker commissions/fees, 
b. avoid capital gains taxes, 
c. benefit Calvary with the full market value. 
 For further information, contact the Calvary UMC Office 
at 703-892-5185 or admin@calmeth.org, or Natalie Houghtby
-Haddon, Stewardship Chair, at drhsquared@gmail.com. 

Have something to post in Calmeth News? Deadline is THURSDAY 12 noon to submit your articles or announcements, please contact us by email: admin@calmeth.org.  
Due to space restrictions, we can only publish a limited number of articles. Articles or announcements that are lengthy may be edited. Thank you for keeping our family and friends up-to-date. 

Pastor: Rev. Matthew Smith pastor.matthew@calmeth.org 
Assistant Minister: Connor Williams pastor.connor@calmeth.org 
Church Admin.: Molly Sessions admin@calmeth.org 
Family Ministries: Beth Posey familyministries@calmeth.org 
Financial Admin.: Barbara Harslem barbara@calmeth.org 
Lay Leader: Keith Sessions mksessions@aol.com 
Music Director: Mickey Fuson mickey@calmeth.org 
Organist: Dennis Thorp organist@calmeth.org 
8:30am Song Leader: Amy McCarthy amy@calmeth.org 
Custodian: Thuan Tran  

Learning For All Ages 
Sunday Morning—Walk-ins Welcome! 

 For Adults 
 Classroom 1 will use The Upper Room devotional for study 

 Classroom 2 is using the book To Live Again, a study 
based on the Christmas Classic It’s A Wonderful Life. 

 For Children 
Ministry begins at 8:30am worship with lessons and 
community building and continues through the 11am hour. 
We gather in the preschool building for stories, friends, and 
learning about Jesus.  

 Music For Children 
Children’s Choir rehearsal (2nd grade and up) in Memorial 

Hall, at 9:30am 

Melody Makers (music time for those under 2nd grade) in 
the Preschool area, at 9:45am 

On-Line Group 
 The on-line book group’s book is Breathing Under Water, 
Spirituality and the 12 Steps. The format for this group is to 
receive an e-mail once a week with a thought or question for 
the chapter for that week. Folks respond (or read and reply) 
as they feel led. For information, please contact Beth Posey at 
familyministries@calmeth.org. 
Praying Wives 
 Each day a blind e-mail is sent to help us remember to put 
God in our marriages as we begin the day. If you would like to 
join this group, contact Beth at familyministries@calmeth.org 

Ushers Needed for 8:30 Worship 
 Are you interested in becoming more active with Calvary 
but don’t have a lot of time? Consider ushering for the early 
worship service! All it takes is showing up by 8am one Sunday 
a month. If interested, contact Allison Ruckh at 
afoster@aspph.org.  

Bi-District Training Day 
It’s Not Too Late to Sign Up 
 Registration is now open for the Bi-District Training Day at 
Floris UMC on Saturday, January 12. This day provides an 
opportunity not only for church officers, but for anyone 
seeking personal spiritual growth. Go to BDTD.NoVaUMC.org 
to register. Registration ($50). If you sign up and are 
interested in traveling with others to the event, please 
contact the church office before Thursday, January 10.  

Prayer Corner 
 If you would like to add a name to this list, please submit 
it in writing. Names will be kept on the list for approximately 
one month unless requested otherwise. 
This week we pray for: 
 The Bringham Family 
We continue to pray for: 
 All those who have recently lost loved ones 
 Quinn Kimberly 
 The Weber family 
 Joseph Aubee and family 
 Patty Opper 
 Jacques and Valentine Umembudi 
 Deb Althoff 
 Don Smith, with cancer of the esophagus. 
 Tom Schoeberl and his family 
 Audrey Chua and her family 
 Hung Vu (Thuan Tran’s brother-in-law) 

Lifted in Prayer 
 Did you lift up someone during prayers in worship on 
Sunday morning? In the back of the sanctuary you will find 
free note cards and envelopes. Use them to send a note to 
that person and let them know that we are praying for them.  

Next Level Innovations (NLI) 
Thank You for Your Participation! 
 Calvary will create four new Teams that will align with 
our innovations, including the Vision / Alignment Team, 
Communications Team, Missions Team, and Facilities Team. 
We encourage all Calvary attendees (you do not need to be a 
member) to consider joining a team that will fit their 
strengths, talents, and interests. Please refer to the 
Innovations Report (available from the church office—at 
admin@calmeth.org) for more information. 
 If you did not have a chance to sign up for a team, or 
have any questions about the Teams, please send an email to 
NLI@calmeth.org and we will get back to you! 
 Thank you for your prayers, your support, and your 
excitement throughout the NLI process! 


