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What’s Going on at Calvary

Food Packaging on December 31

Please check with the church office to schedule an event.
Tuesday, December 26-Friday, December 29
Church Office Closed
Wednesday, December 27
1:30-3:30pm Special Open Hour for Year-end Contributions
Sunday, December 31
New Year’s Eve
8:30am—Worship with Meal Packaging Event
11am—Worship
12:15pm—Coffee Hour
Monday, January 1, 2018
New Year’s Day—Church Office Closed

We are set to receive enough potatoes to pack 50 -50
pound bags on Sunday, December 31 during and following the
8:30am worship service. The tasks include cutting bags, tying
one end of the bags, putting the 50 pounds in, tying the other
end, and then crating the potatoes. This task has been done
by our elementary camp the past two years, and it’s a great
all-church event.

Live Nativity

Holiday Office Hours
Except for Wednesday, December 27 from 1:30-3:30pm,
the church office will be CLOSED from Christmas Day,
Monday, December 25, 2017 through Monday, January 1,
2018. Phone messages will be monitored and regular hours
(9am—4pm) will resume on Tuesday, January 2, 2018.
Thank you for understanding and have a very Happy New
Year!

January Sermon Series
Ask: Faith Questions in a Skeptical Age
Beginning in January Pastor
Matthew will be using a study written
by Jones and Jones to help answer
some of the questions being asked
today.
 January 7 - Ask: Why suffering
and evil?
 January 14 - Ask: Can I believe in
Science and Creation?
 January 21 - Ask: Why do
Christians disagree about so
many things?

On Christmas Eve from 12
to 3pm there were live
animals on the lawn to
remind us of those that were
present at the first nativity.
Here are a few pictures from
the afternoon (where some
had a great time interacting

Sincere Thanks
The staff would like to thank everyone for your prayers,
gifts, cards, and support throughout the year, but especially
during the holiday season. We pray that you will all have a
very happy, joyous, and prosperous New Year!

Year End Giving

with them. Our thanks to
the owners who brought
them and to the holders
while they visited. Also,
thanks to the Coffee Hour
Hosts who provided hot
cocoa, hot cider, other
beverages, and goodies.
What a great way to
celebrate with friends
neighbors.

Many choose to make a contribution at the end of the
year, and there are two opportunities to give beyond your
regular tithe.
Christmas Offering 2017
This year the first $3000 of our Christmas offering will go
to support the United Methodist Family Services. UMFS helps
empower at-risk teens and children in foster care.
Celebration and Opportunity
On Sunday, April 1, 2018 we will celebrate Easter and
Calvary’s 95th birthday. We will also have the opportunity
and challenge to be mortgage free! Several years ago, the
church borrowed $1 million to help pay for $2.8 million for
renovation and elevator addition. At the end of November,
we owed about $118,000 on the debt. Please see the article
below.

Bishop’s Bible Reading Challenge

Learning For All Ages

Current Reading List
Bishop Lewis suggested
making a resolution to read the
Bible together this year. The
link backtothebible.org/reading
-guide/15/1 will give the
reading for each day.

Sunday Morning—Walk-ins Welcome!
 Children’s Sunday School
Children meet in the Preschool building Sunday mornings.
For information, contact Beth bposey@comcast.net.
 Adult Study Groups (Classroom 1, 2, and On-Line)
These groups will be using the book that is the basis for
the sermon series: Ask Faith Questions in a Skeptical Age by
Scott and Arthur Jones. Copies are available from the church
office for $15.00
On-Line Group
 Praying Wives
Every morning, wives can receive an e-mail guiding them
towards loving God and loving our husbands. To get more
information e-mail Beth at bposey@comcast.net.

Dec 25
Dec 26
Dec 27
Dec 28
Dec 29
Dec 30
Dec 31

2 John-Jude
Revelation 1-3
Revelation 4-8
Revelation 9-12
Revelation 13-16
Revelation 17-19
Revelation 20-22

Thanks
Our deep appreciation goes to all of the choir members:
adults, children, bell-ringers alike, for the wonderful music
presented on December 10 and 17 (and throughout Advent
and Christmas).

One Way You Can Give to Calvary
If you have been thinking about making a gift of stocks,
etc. to Calvary as a year-end donation, you can do so and
a. avoid all broker commissions/fees,
b. avoid all capital gains taxes,
c. take the full market value of the security as a
2017 tax donation (regardless of what you
originally paid),
d. possibly satisfy your 2017 Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) if you are over age 70½,
and,
e. benefit Calvary with the full market value.
f. You may also fulfill some/all of your 2018
pledge and record it as a 2017 deduction.
For further information, contact Ted Soto at the
Virginia United Methodist Foundation at 804-5211122, the Calvary UMC Office at 703-892-5185 or
admin@calmeth.org, or Natalie Houghtby-Haddon, Finance
Chair, at 202-297-9460 or drhsquared@gmail.com.

More Photos from Christmas Eve

“Pay off the Debt” Campaign
The Finance committee has issued a challenge for the
members of Calvary to make special contributions to “Pay off
the Debt” of $118,000 between now and Easter and be
mortgage free! Such contributions would be in addition to
regular contributions to the budget.
Although removing the debt will be an emphasis in 2018,
in light of the recently passed tax legislation, you might want
to consider making a “Pay off the Debt” contribution by this
December 31. If you expect to take the Standard Deduction in
2018 rather than itemize, it could make sense to advance
your contribution into this year to secure the maximum tax
benefit.
For further information, please contact Natalie HoughtbyHaddon, Finance Chair, at 202-297-9460 or
drhsquared@gmail.com. Also, if you would like to drop off
your contribution in person, the church will be open
Wednesday afternoon, December 27, from 1:30-3:30pm, and
Sunday, 12/31.
(The information presented here is not intended as legal or financial advice.
Please see your own professional advisors to discuss your specific situation.)

Boxed Set of Offering Envelopes
Because the number was so small to place a full order for
2018, the church office can provide you with a set of labeled
envelopes. Please contact Molly at admin@calmeth.org or
703-892-5185. Thank you.
Pastor: Matthew Smith
Church Admin.: Molly Sessions
Family Ministries: Beth Posey
Ministerial Intern: Connor Williams
Financial Admin.: Barbara Harslem
Lay Leader: Keith Sessions
Music Director: Mickey Fuson
Organist: Dennis Thorp
8:30am Music Dir.: Wayne Kemp
Custodian: Thuan Tran
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Prayer Corner
If you would like to add a name to this list
(please check to be sure it’s okay to share),
please submit it in writing. Names will be kept
on the list for one month unless a written
extension or removal is requested.
This week we pray for:
 A joyous and prosperous New Year!
We continue to pray for:
 Sophie Raymond
 Honduras, and for Rev. Glen Evans who will be traveling
there in the new year.
 A stress-free holiday season
 Joe Biler, who is dealing with health issues, and his family
 All the Chirilagua Families
 Dan Fuson with a kidney transplant on December 9
 Phyllis Jean McIntosh for the death of her husband Pat
 Suzette Prasatek: grandson was killed in an auto accident
 Marsha Lunceford
 Carmela Dexter
 Tina Henry
 Erika Stone who is battling cancer
 Kaitlin
 Mona Fearheiley and family
 Kelly Slough

Lifted in Prayer
Cards in the Narthex
Did you lift up someone during prayers in worship on
Sunday morning? In the back of the sanctuary you will find
free note cards and envelopes. Use them to send a note to
that person and let them know that we are praying for them.

Have something to post in Calmeth News? Deadline is THURSDAY 12 noon to submit your articles or announcements, please contact us by email: admin@calmeth.org, or simply call the church office: (703) 8925185. Due to limited space we can only publish a limited number of articles. Articles or announcements that are lengthy may be edited. Thank you for keeping our family and friends up-to-date.

