
 

 

1001 Mission Drive, Pawnee, IL  62558 
217.483.7911 

www.midwestmission.org 
office@midwestmission.org 

       midwestmission 

MIDWEST MISSION JUMPS INTO ACTION 

The end of August brought heavy flooding to several areas in Wisconsin.  The first call came in on the morning of August 30th 
and by noon, we headed to Baraboo, WI with a load of Hygiene Kits and Cleaning Kits.  On the 31st, a semi picked up 2,016 more 
buckets for Baraboo and the box truck headed out a second time with buckets for Viroqua and Gay Mills, WI.  In 2 days, 2,916 
Cleaning Kits and 2,555 Hygiene Kits were shipped out to help flood victims in Wisconsin.  Nearly $250,000 worth of relief       
supplies were delivered!  The following week, the team from Coldwater UMC in Coldwater, MI started filling more buckets to 
restock the shelves. 

Prayer circle for shipment #1 to Baraboo Praying for second shipment, bound for 
Viroqua and Gay Mills, WI 

Semi load for Baraboo Midwest Mission warehouse, after shipments 

SHIPMENTS TO MEXICO AND GUATEMALA 

On August 1, we shipped 13,191 pounds of support to Manos Juntas (“Hands Together”)  Mexico.  Manos Juntas is an             
organization in Rio Bravo, Mexico that provides better housing, healthcare and educational opportunities for those in need and 
is a part of the Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. Missionary Guillermo "Willie" Berman has been working with 
Midwest Mission for several years to provide supplies to the Rio Bravo, Mexico area.  The items that were shipped included  
fabric, wood, and cleaning supplies that did not meet the criteria for UMCOR kits.   

On August 10, Food for the Poor picked up supplies for Caritas Arquidiocesana in Guatemala.  The shipment included 
$100,737.00 worth of refurbished bicycles, dozens of chairs & ottomans donated by a hotel, quilts, layette kits, refurbished   
sewing machines, rice “food pack” meals, student desks and chairs that were donated by Olympia High School in Illinois,       
hospital linens, medical items, and much more, adding up to 13,242 pounds!  This container was truly “bigger on the inside”!   

WHEELCHAIRS AND CRUTCHES ARE NEEDED! 

Midwest Mission will be partnering with the US Navy Humanitarian Aid Mission aboard the USNS Comfort. They have            
requested medical equipment including crutches, walkers, canes, orthopedic items, shower stools, commodes, and           
wheelchairs.  We have some, but not as many as they need.  It you have been storing these items and would like to find a home 
for them, the US Navy and the people of South America would appreciate your donation..  Donations are accepted from 8:30 - 
4:00 on weekdays or may be left in our during non-business hours.  Thank you! 



The mission of the Midwest Mission Distribution Center is to compassionately help God’s people in need locally, 
nationally and around the world and to offer a center to fulfill the call for service to our neighbors in Christ’s name. 

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS August YTD 2017 

VOLUNTEERS 215 1,793 2,314 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 2,881 23,574 33,217 

DONATIONS RECEIVED (Pounds) 20,048 372,193 668,703 

SHIPMENTS - International 2 15 29 

SHIPMENTS - Domestic 26 131 201 

DONATIONS DISTRIBUTED (Pounds) 83,098 374,946 909,031 

AUGUST VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

Sharon and Pat Baumer are both retired educators. Pat is recently retired from the Minster-Jackson Township 
Volunteer Fire Department with 26 years of service. Since retiring from teaching in 2015 Pat has worked for the 
school as a groundskeeper. Sharon retired in 2011 and has enjoyed substitute teaching in the local elementary 
school. She also has volunteered her time with a local sewing group to make school bags and quilts for Midwest 
Mission. Pat and Sharon have recently moved to Noblesville, Indiana to be closer to their children and           
grandchildren.  This was their first time serving as volunteer coordinators. 

Kay and Gary Billings said:  “We live in Dekalb, IL.  We have been blessed with 3 grown children, 8 grandchildren, 
and 4 great grandchildren with another here soon.  Gary keeps busy as the coordinator of the local Salvation 
Army Food pantry.  We both volunteer for several organizations and like to participate in mission trips, especially 
MMDC. Since we retired, we enjoy travelling extensively.  The world has wonderful people and beautiful places 
to see. This is our twelfth time as volunteer coordinators.  We are thankful for the opportunity to serve at     
Midwest Mission. “ 

MIDWEST MISSION TO ASSIST THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 

The Special Session of the United Methodist Church General Conference will be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.  Attendees 
will be coming from all over the world to attend, but unlike general conferences, it will be held in the winter.  Midwest Mission will be    
collecting adult-size winter coats, hats, scarves, gloves, and socks to loan to our friends from warmer climates.  After the Special Session 
ends, these items will be collected and given to St. Louis area charities for redistribution.  Please bring new, handmade, or gently used items 
to Midwest Mission so we can show hospitality to our central delegates in St. Louis in February. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO MADELYNN “MADDIE”  BARRETT 

If you visited Midwest Mission this summer, you may have met Maddie, 
our Summer Communications Intern.  Maddie is from Springfield, IL and 
attends Southern Wesleyan University in Central, South Carolina where 
she is majoring in Communications with a minor in Intercultural Studies.  
She spent a lot of her time with the volunteers, helped with data entry, 
posted events on social media, put together slide shows for mission     
moments, and shared her own mission experiences in Haiti.  On her last 
day she even got a driving lesson on the forklift.  Thank you, Maddie! 

Midwest Mission’s Executive Director, Chantel Corrie, along 
with MM Board Members Rita Gaither-Gant (IN), Lynette Jordan 
(WI), Lyndy Zabel (MN), and Stephen and Gail Quigg, attended 
the NCJ RoundUP this year at Wesley Woods Camp in Williams 
Bay, WI.  Attendees assembled MMDC Student School Kits.  For 
many attending, this was the first time they had heard about 
Midwest Mission and everything your support  allows us to  
accomplish.  It was an exciting weekend of learning and sharing.  
A special thank you to Tammy Kunz. 

MIDWEST MISSION AT NORTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION ROUNDUP 


