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USNS Comfort : Humanitarian Mission

Wheelchair for Woodjy Wisconsin Flood Relief

USNS Comfort:
Humanitarian Mission
The Comfort is a US Navy hospital ship that is deploying to South America to help with the 1.5
million Venezuelan refugees who have fled to nearby countries. On September 28th, 2018 the
donated trucking arrived and was loaded with medical and education supplies. In this shipment,
you helped provide 11 Wheelchairs, 96 pairs of Crutches, 73 Canes, 122 Walkers, 90 Jr. Desks (made
from Recycled Bleacher Wood), 1,931 Personal Dignity Kits, 1,388 Student School Kits, 42 Teacher
School Kits, 300 Blankets, 156 Handmade Cover them with Love Quilts, 218 Handmade Preemie
Hats, 443 Handmade Girl Outfits, and 96 Handmade Boy Outfits. In addition to the medical
supplies, you also donated 1,850 gently used and new stuffed animals in only a week's time.
Children that will be treated by the Comfort team will receive a stuffed animal. The value of this
shipment was $89,236 but the value of bringing hope is priceless. Oh, to see the smiles on the
children's faces as they cuddle with a stuffed animal. Your prayers and generosity brought this
shipment together and we ask you to continue to pray that those who receive these supplies will
heal inside and out and feel the love of God. Please continue to pray for this mission, the refugees
and the US Military.

Follow this mission on
Facebook :
@USNSComfortTAH20

Bikers for Christ
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Wheelchair for Woodjy

Jacqueline Parks Raitano and her daughter Julia are regular donors at Midwest Mission.
Last year, Julia asked her friends to bring items for Cleaning Kits to her 8th birthday
party, instead of presents, to help hurricane survivors and Julia brought in stuffed
animals for the USNS Comfort shipment. On September 25, the family reached out to
Midwest Mission with a request. Last year, they had the opportunity to visit La Victoire,
Haiti where they met a kind and loving young boy named Woodjy Luis Pierre. After
engaging in the village, school, and church they discovered that Woodjy had to be
carried every time he left his home because he is unable to walk. They recently found
out another family would be visiting this same village in Haiti in November of this year
and Woodjy still needed that youth-size wheelchair.
We did not have a youth wheelchair but knew God was calling us to help. Phone calls
were made to local community partners, hospitals and wheelchair manufacturers and
no one had a youth wheelchair (or they could make one for the child but would need his
measurements and would not have it completed before November.) But the next day a
call came in - a youth-size wheelchair had just been donated back to Numotion in
Peoria, IL and they were thrilled to donate it to young Woodjy.
Building relationships are the most critical part of mission work. Midwest Mission is here
to help with supplies but it's most important mission is to show God's love in a practical
way, here at home and around the world. Midwest Mission wants all God's children to
know his love and experience his Grace. Oh, the Joy that comes from serving others.

Wisconsin Flood Relief

When the floods hit Wisconsin, Midwest Mission responded within 24 hours. On September 4, 2018, you donated a total of 2,555
Hygiene Kits, 5,040 Cleaning Kits (Flood Buckets), and 2,060 School Kits to the Wisconsin Disaster Relief Distribution Center to
support their local communities after receiving rainfall that caused flood damage to multiple counties in that area. The Hygiene
Kits gave individuals the essential hygiene items while they were in shelters. The Cleaning Kits were there for families to start
the clean-up process in their homes and will be used by United Methodist Emergency Response Teams (ERTs) from around the
county. The School Kits helped replenish school supplies and book bags for 2,060 children that had lost their book bags due to
the flood. Midwest Mission will continue to monitor and take calls for support as any type of disaster takes place in the world.

Bikers For Christ

It is important for Midwest Mission to have partnerships around the world in order to reach all those in need.
The best part is when those partners connect you to another organization or church to continue the cycle of
sharing & serving others. This is what happened with Bikers for Christ. Bikers for Christ connected Midwest
Mission with the Edinburg First United Methodist Church in Edinburg, Texas. On September 5, 2018, UPS
picked up 958 Personal Dignity Kits and 679 School Kits that will be distributed in Texas and Mexico. Edinburg
FUMC will distribute these items in their Shoe Bank, Pantry, & through their Wesley Nurse that is able to touch
local families living in Colonias where they have no access to electricity, water, or healthcare. Thanks to this
partnership Midwest Mission will be able to touch & serve 1,637 individuals. The value of this shipment was
$21,560
Then on September 12, 2018, Midwest Mission was able to provide 499 Personal Dignity Kits (PDK's) to the
Bikers for Christ organization. This shipment had a value of $6, 986! Denny Roberts has been passing out these
PDK's one at a time for over three years in the St. Louis area and in Texas. Denny, while riding his motorcycle,
will pull over, approach the individual, engage in conversation with them, & then he will ask if he or she would
like the kit. After providing the kit and getting to know the person a little more, He will end the conversation by
asking if he can pray with them in order to send them off with God's Blessing. Thanks to all that made this
mission happen!
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Bicycles for The Outlet
The Outlet's Annual "Bridging The Gap" BBQ took place this month and Midwest Mission was happy to partner with them to
serve the Springfield community. Midwest Mission donated 132 Men's Face Wash and 576 Men's Hair Gel to the young men this
program serves. Midwest Mission was also able to donate 50 bikes which brought many smiles to some very special kids!

Volunteer Coordinators

In the month of September our visiting Volunteer Coordinators were Stan & Jennie Lowrey
from Pattonsburg, MO. Both Stan & Jennie have been a part of Midwest Mission for 13 years.
Stan began in 2005 as Midwest Mission's Director & Jennie was the Director of Volunteer
Services. Both of them were serving as volunteers themselves. They filled these roles from
2005 to 2007.
Stan & Jennie then became Volunteer Coordinators for Hurricane Katrina relief from 2008 to
2012. From there they went to West Virginia to be Volunteer Coordinators for the Appalachia
Service Project (ASP). They were in charge of starting adult teams to help build houses for
those living in poverty. In addition to this Stan was also a Pastor for 2 years while in West
Virginia.
Both Stan & Jennie then retired and went to live in Missouri where they have joined the
NOMADS. This is a mission that helps to rebuild lives, homes, & facilities with God’s love &
their hands. While doing this, Stan & Jennie continue to volunteer once a year for a full
month with Midwest Mission as their Volunteer Coordinators.
Stan & Jennie's passion in life is "MISSION". They believe in helping families & those in need.
They have 5 children, 7 grandchildren, and 3 great grandchildren. Midwest Mission is truly
blessed to have these two as part of the team.

Food for the Poor
As many of you may know, one of Midwest Mission's biggest partners
is Food for the Poor. Food for the Poor provides lifesaving food,
secure housing, clean water, healthcare, emergency relief, microenterprise projects, and education opportunities through God's love.
Midwest Mission was able to help their mission by donating medical
supplies, sewing machines, bikes, Layette Kits, hospital linens, tables,
chairs, cloth school bags, and 1,545 Rice Casserole meals that will feed
9,270 individuals. Total value: $95, 142.60. This shipment was sent to
Guatemala to help those in need. Knowing that these items will
continue to help and support the millions of people that Food for the
Poor reaches each year is a true blessing.
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Summary of Operations

Local Needs Met
It is extremely important to Midwest Mission to serve all God's people, including those
that are in their own backyard. This month Midwest Mission was able to serve a number
of local non-profits with the supplies they need to assist the families they work with.
Midwest Mission donated 300 pounds of sheets, blankets, laundry soap, and cleaning
supplies to Sojourn which will help support the families they work with in a time of crisis.
They also donated over 50 pounds of cleaning supplies to Community Connection Point
for Health and Safety Baskets for their License-Exempt Child Care Providers.
In addition, Midwest Mission was able to donate miscellaneous supplies to several local
food banks in the area to help those living in poverty.
This mission is able to happen from all the in-kind donations you gave each day!

The GreatNonprofits Team
If you love our work then tell the world! You have an opportunity to help us make an even bigger difference in our community.
GreatNonprofits -- the #1 Source of Nonprofit Stories and Feedback -- is honoring highly regarded nonprofits with their 2018 Top-Rated List.
Won’t you help us boost visibility for our work by posting a brief personal story of your experience with us? All content will be visible to potential
donors and volunteers. It’s easy and only takes 3 minutes! Go to: https://greatnonprofits.org/org/midwest-mission-distribution-center to
get started!

Franciscan Mission
Warehouse
Towards the end of the month, Midwest Mission & Franciscan
Mission Warehouse of Kansas City teamed up to provide
medical supplies, mattresses, desks and chairs to Ethiopia &
local nonprofits in the Kansas City area. One of the recipients
was the Health Care Collaborative of Rural Missouri which
provides free health care to those in need.
To learn more about the Franciscan Mission Warehouse, go to :
http://fmwarehouse.org/

